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Ohe Fhine of Wjaordand
- _ __ Z

CELRTAIN Monday night in late
summer found two  of  us
{Photographer wul Seribe) land-

ed from the train at Taumard-

.. nui, where the Muain Trunk line
strikes the Wanganui river, 173 miles
feone Auckisnd. which is
sitwatey on the delta furmed Ly the
Wanganui and a tributary callea the
Ongurue, in one of the newest of the new
townslhips that are springing up in ihe
wake of the tine-luilders. and looks even
yaunger thup it is. We were up bright
anyd earty Tuesday, anxious to bu afloat
on the river, of which we Lad heard =0
much, but we were entirely ignorant of
the fact that there is no such word as
*punctuality in the lexicon of the Maori,
He would not know what you were driv-
jog at if you began talking to him about
the value of time. Tailoa (Angliee “In
a minute”) is the keynote to all that
Le does, It took us sune time to adapt
ourselves to the waya af “Tailioa’ and
more thun once T saw the Photorrpher
get purple ia the face with suppressed
emntion when the strain became purticw
larly exasperating. Lyentually at voon
the canoe was loaded up with provisionme
and our photograpling impredimenta,
aud the two pakelms stepped gingerly
%mu the walst and got a tirm bold of
the sides. Our Loalwen jumped lightly
aboard, one ut each end, Almost the
to the

with a
.

Taumurunui,

entire Maori population came
viverbank to see us away, und
wod deul of “Haereral” and “Fuoha
(“Farewell” and “Good-bye”)  we

off, wind before we i hehas conld v
thnt o canoe wax net guite so tasy
sit as a pulling-loat we were int
dle of vur first rapid. and all aur ener-
wien were devoted to looking sfvadzhi
bl and preserving a e ul et
Lrium,  Pefore we reached Dipiviki (84
Juiles Jown stream) wo shab nearly 2
of them (191, [ think. to be currect),
and after 4he first duay out thought no
noope of weeting oue than enbering dia-
ner,

1= one of the mast
dlaratine sensations inegginahle.
e exuling sense” that the poet tells
“ax ~thrills the wanderer of the trekless
way*' in very mild indem] Lo the frelines
o experivness in sleoting Tike an ar
row threngh the white waters of a<wift
vupid, They suy there ie suell a 1hing
e e i, al that when o mutor-
i=t, fur justance, opens tie throttie and
Tets his ear out, s insane desiv s eatnes
wver him for more spesil? mere speed!
AfCor dainge the Wanganui one could
ciudity Telieve tliat anme nervons |y cou-
e persons coithl pet earvied sway
of spels There i sonnes
intoxivath it, You
vely down o s

W e Ay sonl of roshing waters
rtriles o the e ol e viver. wwilt,
Tt pddeid, snddenty breaks into funu
frim Ik te ban The prkehn Tooks

nating vapids

bl ad s nothing hut ~wirling,
furdident  waler, aml owontders wlhat
droawning 1s like. With & =kiihed tirk

of 1 pueldle e sleeraman faras the
pronw uf the frail eraft to e rizht point,
aud swishl you nre over te wit, and

g sl imr down the avef’ing viver with
a detientful sense of alandan md rusht

A few wuments, and you uwve flualing
@uee wure inowater appatently moliou-

less, Bowe peaple have very weird ideas
as to what & rapid is, and how it is
shot, A lady wio saw a photograph of
the falls on the Ghura river, which Howa
into the Wangunui, shuddered as she
wurmured, “Only fancy coming over
that in a cance!™ The Wanganui rapids
aven't quite waterfalls. Of course there
must be a drop, but it iz almost imper-
ceptible to the eye. Detween the crown
and where the broken water begins there
i# a noticeable Nollow, but the canoe
doesn’t take a header, like the water
chute ai Earl's Court.
in length and fierceness, Hume are a
mere break of the water in mid-~treams
others run wildly from' bunk to bank.
There is an exciting one at Paparoa, but
the piece de resistance iy ficrce Ngaporo,
five miles above Pipiriki.
to tail must be quite three hundred
vards, In this  distanee the snrging
rapid raced first towards ane bunk, then
the other, and finizhes up by rushing
ronnd a sharp bLend-—and all this ra-
quires very nice sleering indeed.

When we went over, Ngspuro was very
wild, It was just after a slight fresh,
and there was a considerable sea rutning,
which called for dexterons paddling, Al
though you ave flyving along at sucl a
great pace the water i3 travelling at
ne:lrl:.- ile same speed as the canoe, and
this makes steering very diffienit, and
therein lies the risk of rapid-shooting. If
your craft slews vound iu a Cross-curyent
il goes sailing down Lreadside on, the
chancea ure excoedingly pood for a cap-

Fram erown

size, and then  you wonld  kuow all
alrt the teniwbas (“kelpie-")?
The first day we only covers] tem

miles,  and eaimped  al the Whakarae
npitl, where Captain Marshall, of the
Tiver Trust, had a gang of vy clariog
smaws ad boulders, Bound {he dive ihat
pight we listened to =ome good stovies of
11he Lard life of the Trust men, who spend
Talf thelr duys under canvas, Shifting

bt from <mob tn spot to keep the
sleannr clinnel elear. Ehe aest plae
of  partivalar  interest v Truparaa,
where  the weemry isom striking.

Tlhere i3 & sphemdid rapid Ferve, vunning
on hath sides of rocky islets, cvight in
the contre of the rivey led, which widins
1o alwut twa elains,  Rugped voeks ave
seltorod abont on @ither side. nnl on
1he right bank theve i< a pretty watees
fult, '
sinsel  on Wednesluy funmd us at
Tawlaln, ahent 29 miles frome Tan-
nuennd, e of the few pas s=tilt ve-
puiining on ibe upper Wamganni. which
ol kel down A Heet uf o owar
eatos At wouhl strike tevror into 1he
Tearts of the deellers alinge the fertile
Lowey 1eap By the way, T not

apnen

quite eortabn about e spedling of Tu-
ilis

wlla, or anv ether anme dowy

way with an UKW oin it The War
Awori ia the Cocloier of Jie vaee Tn e
matler of W' Wauganui it-elf should
i 3 had s due enery an W afler the
St it the Tahit of 1he trile in rub-
stituting o peeniiae click of the fungue
fur the detder, whicrh  gives so  1ch
Prouble to aocortain rlass of pakelas,
probully aceonnta for its omission. Afler

piteh our tent on m shellered Jedge
Tdi-way  up he bank, our ramovinen

went to the pa wi the top of the olill,
and foregutlierad with their conparrign.

The rapids vary

In fromt of our tent we Lad a gloricus
fire of drift wiend.  Sittinmg by it we lad
many pipes wd el korera, A eamp
fire is n most siduetive ~pat, and sonw
of the most pleasuyahle hours sne Bag
spent hiave Loen rowmd the hurving logs
with the white <moke curling up amony
the trees.  When we thooght
it wae midaigii.

ahout bl
Tl mists lad erme
up from 1he snering river, filling  all
the vulleys. - We could not see the fppo-
pite bank, and when we gor up Al dive-

light * threw  biuge  refleations of  oor
firnres against ilie walery wist. At this
village we did a deal inoa large piece

of uncut pomuamu een~tone) . very
nrueh angd shape of a blacka-

moot’s skull. whicvh ad been an the river

the size

for many gewcrations—had  probably
been Lrouglit from T Wai Mounanu tihe
Middle Islaud) in one  of the daving

raids the Northerners used tu make after
this coveted ~dowme.
Next day we pressel the villuge into

our serviev, and poled havk s wile ar sa

to the G lira River, whieh we had passed
tuo late tle provious evening tu sie the
Arml with long tekos {po'es),
an equal pomnbey an each side, the vrew
and

Ladl

have to pole evevy inch of the w

as the river runs six or seven knets in
places, thix wurk requires somce stminag,
1t is pictnresque work—ilw lithe, davk
tlro men plonging the leng
poles down in perfect tinme pu-hing the
vanoe forward; the slowly =i
Ccraft ervepimr up o vapid linwe
contipede. L e ol duys, before thiz
advent of the steamers, this wis (he enly
method of travelling, aud dn kone of the
Feacles whore ihe water s too dueep for
the pules 1o redeh the betlon, vt ean
s the paling holes along the enls just
above the water devel, sone of {kew worn
weveral ineles diep where o pode nfter
anotloy has o the =aae spet din
the gourtations of comtss nnd Sl
Inet wlhvere the Ohnra enters e Wi
pnd here = oo tine fall, Lt two chains
from e mond ]l there = a0 piore st kiug
o The Ohuta i= vy ore of the many
{ribntary stromns wlfclh swell the thad
of the Wanginui in ite tong nwaidvering
coneae Fron 1l feor of the aoweclid
pomdaios 1o U <o, Setne ave worn
vir bueeds Bl foway down the pripa. ol

figures of

atriking  fails where  thoy fow
fannipg inte the river—euch, dor in-

stunee. as the Daiti, dasbivg ovey ling-
ferrees, or The Otanoic whicel
eatnes dow il Hlke wa apen fong st =pills
ita funiny walevs fntn The dark river,
Othora tnnhle shoer duswn fvom dhe 1o
of #he hank. wml splash the viver
Tike madten =iboor as thoy ctel Vi =
Bone ave s hizh uleve s tim e
Before they Teael tiea theiv dinke-
Jing walers are dis~ipuiod in ~Tnwers of
vl falling softly e e Ferns and
elisatiine plants, which alwava louk roel
apd fresh oven ia the anlent nouniide
itk when everstliing else sWinners in
the Leal. 1he water a plare uf sparkles,
i e bivds Wide «ilent dn the coal re-
cosses of e Uik fore-l,

A Tawhatn we trans=fi 1 ror Toures
mud Penates to n lvger caben, amld ship.
prd A new erew from the Ongarie,
which we ey panting ber tronbiled way
upr e vapids to e el e touriag Lrain,
Thnt Wt we pitched oye et W wn
abuuduped camp of the Llver Trual e,

vl

cyoin the
whis-ly is

shape of a remly-anade groum
a bigy cousideration when
-

o change
loa
al i%
Nest day we
hid sume lovely velledtions in the Une
yeaches which are te be found at 1his
purt of the river.  Forty miles  from
Tuwmarunni at a sharp bewd is one of
those natural formationa shich
wohderful Tikeness (o the

It—uequenthied ns

tronp of rats—aud n Wanmgsunn
thitgs ta Inr repwaulvered,

besr &
halivwark of
Just dn the bight of the eluow tha
el runs out exaetly like the bow ol a
modern warship—sume 2000 foet Tonn by
40 feet Ligh,  Nol only is the pralfibe re-
sembibanee mosl marked, but leoket at,
Wy
even ore prooouneed as the =il rise
from waterline {o deek widl, that s!
sWeN

b

“thvee-guatier Taee™ similavity  is

M

lerivea o
Man-v'-war

wite=lip
a4 1um bow. Lreial ia
naturadly coe mone fur this spol, bk
1lie Maoris know it as Te Ler
luaki—"Inuki's Teap®

The story goes that Tvaki was Tutly
pursued, and i despaqration
frem this ewihat formidable beight
into the What fid

which  cha

with

a0 Ko

Fritupesl

=i

run river. up

1o Lhis high diving Teat the storytellors
tell not. fur Lhe season for ol want-
ingre o meet s pursuers must hove
bern pretly uegent. The Mansis have
a proverb,  Ulaadl oanmd o wonnn e
suuree of all our tronbles™ se the pro-
sent traveller can take his chwice We

are Lokd, owever, that e swam soafoy
1o the oppuosite hank awd ot away.
duserved his Tiberty?

Near Kirikirivoa. a little helow (ke
wortte of Tuaki's escagaade, the tiver takey
wooremarkale  Brade There is a0 tall
Liveh dree standig alome ot the top

of wosearped T o Qe felt bank, Thes
itk peintel sud by our <teersiin, and
after padidling for perlugs il ha
pointfed out the same e b1 arhsin
nf s ine enly haek view. T ol
conppletely doabled anomae owne o

sl hd o hod o srr slrone o

wnd s stone big enonzh L cad bl Tave
droppesd Iroover the 1 It it the
Fiver aoanile k! soare o Liches
Digher up, Lot Teom just alont here
Coright down onearly to Tiplikio tiey
e distinet feature o 1 bash, ey
grner graw o elumpe, el 1helr
: ad forme o bk e
oiars of  Labaona!
Two wiles femgn Te Rercoga o Ke
Tuuki. o forty-twa amiles  romr Chan
masrunni, yo ook siiblden s L T

Famous Tavcipokiors an Gardiy a0 el
T ety thad ds fioay oo eome on all the

pictavesgue hits, there 0=

Juxuriaal the Wa
I AT

vl < il hidooan varely, ol
il the true charm of viver coenery,
Tareipokiore (“the vis™ pail™e ds tue
Maelstrom of the Wanwanuic. A Tand-
slip on the left-land =hle has condinel
e river til the space from bank 1o
Tank ix nnly s matter of sand-s et

Tdaw  the vocks wnd debris
divwn iy the slip the rver vuns w
w onub ow sort of circular hoek
Ter, and where Lhie fuall ancuws in
din dhere B @ very syanmetiiead eies

i
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