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Some Days in Calcutta
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♦ From a Correspondent.)

■Everything is done that forethought

can suggest and ingenuity contrive to

make the fatigue of the journeyings of

their Royal Highnesses the Prince and

Princess of Wales as little fatiguing as

possible, and when one considers what

they have to do, more especially the

Prince, realisation cnies of how neces-

sary this is. Travelling in India is not,

with the. ordinary traveller, surrounded

by the luxuries that the tourist is wont

tn grumblingly accept in Western coun-

tiie*. Huge distances have to be cov-

ered in trains that are in the daytime

both hot and dusty, at night the Litter,

and in many rases tediously slow and

bumpy. I have travelled on main lines

here where the vibration was so con-

FHirrnme that it were nigh to impos-
sible to read even large print without

undue straining of 1 he ryes. Over the

northern route, whis h the visitors have

f.o far followed, there is little in the

landscape* to please. For the most part

a
vast plain stretches away from the

carriage window, broken by patches of

blunted trees, or the outcrop of an iso-

lated drab and dirty native village,
while occasionally the sky-line is broken

by a chain of low brown hills. The small

cultivations of the ryot, or native* farm-

er, that might at another time vary
the landscape arc Ibis year brown amt

barren, the land crying for 1 he periodi-
cal rains, which can alone relieve its

sterility. From Lucknow on to Cal-

cutta there has been at least .sufficient

rainfall to partially retrieve the crops

from Utter failure 1, and here also the

beneficent .results of the immense irri-

gation • works are in places noticeable.

India lias more extensive irrigation
works than the rest of the world put
together, hut how inadequate they yet
an* is bare to the eye of the most

casual traveller. Training thousands

of miles through this uninviting pros-

pect. in trains from which the most

strenuous efforts can only very par-

tially exclude the insidious dust, the

Prims- and Princi <s have ever and anon

brok<n then journey to listen to ad-
dresses from which the novelty (if over

they pos-c<M-d any) has long since been

worn disgracefully threadbare, and to

g«» through a round of functions that

with a few bright <• xri.pti< ns canpot be

other than boring. While, as 1 say,

they are surrounded by every comfort

and luxury that is possible they work

infinitely harder than the most hardy
wire made and nasal voiced American

tourist e\rr dreamed of in a country
to which hard work is an unwelcome

and religiously excluded alien. Let me

give you an example of w?r:;t I mean.

The Royal train made a twenty hours’
run from Lucknow to Calcutta. No

sooner were it- Royal passengers on

the platform Llian the reception to the

country’s capital commenced the trip
down the river, the presentations at

Prinrrps Ghat. ami interchange of

speeches, and the formal drive* to Gov-

ernment Houm*. In the evening there
was a small dinner, followed by a levee

at w hieh <|i f hmisaml/'formal preseu-
talions -wcjp-f.jmadc. and not*;-till mid-

night was Tong past did retirement be-

come-'a pol&iWify. Any itfvlM&tlon. to

oveF-sleep fir eked Ijjja. presenta-
tion of comb/? t<i ibr RoyiH Lancaster
Regiment -Conqr.iiiaUivcly casy_

functions followed in a polo tournament

and the races in the afternoon, but in

the evening was a formal dinner with

the Lieut.Governor of Bengal. Then

fortunately Sunday intervened, its only

obligation attendance at the cathedral

service at 10.30. This is but a fair sam-

ple of what the Royal pair go through

with its necessary dressing of the part

for each separate function.

It were absurd for me to weary you

with a recital of the programme that

gave little leisure during a week in Cal-

cutta. The goings ami comings inter-

ested me chiefly by reason of the pre-

sence of the Imperial Cadet Corps, which

invariably formed part of the escort.

I have a recollection of mentioning them

before, but made no apology for doing so

again. In their white and blue uniforms,

and bejewelled turbans, what a sensation

these scions of the noblest families in In-

dia would make dashing through Hyde
Park on their magnificent black steeds,
each man sitting and controlling his

mount in a way that only a devotion to

equestrianism from early youth can com-

mand. As I heard a Yankee girl say,

“Guess those young men look good
enough to eat; apjM-ar to be made of
chocolate cream. I suspicion they cut some

ire in this country.’ 7 if the Tashi Lama

and his remarkable e cort and the Tong-
sa Penlop of Bhutan could occasionally
have been thrown in to tin* processions as

a sort of make-weight, I should have been

better pleased. The Ta-bi Lama was a

gorgeous'sight in his official robes and

many-p.aked hat when he made his offi-

cial visit at Government Hous* the day
after the dawning of the new year. He
arrived in a Government carriage. but

departed in his Sedan chair, which was

carried by no less than fourteen of his

retainers. But the Tongsa Penlop, tin*

head man of Bhutan, interested me if

anything even more. 1 encountered him
iii -t when coming down on the Darjeeling
Hill railway with his following of big-
headed innocent-eyed Im-trousered but

bare-legged retainers. most of whom had

never previously been beyond the con-
fines of remote Bhutan. On the boat

crossing the Ganges, seated up in the
bow with his immediate officials, and the
British officer who acted as bear leader,
he attracted the attention of one of the
mo-t pushing of amateur snapshottists
that I have encountered. This persever-
ing individual went up close, and steadily
pointed his cheap kodak at the old mail
all tip way across. Evidently not thor-

oughly satisfied with the light he per-
suaded (he guileless old gentleman,
through the British officer. to stand out
in the sun ami - get bis picture took.” It
wa> amusing to see the old chap smoptli-
inghis robes a»id preening himself. ( Jfere
1 took a has'.y an.l surreptitious snap-
shot.) When we had safely made the

passage, ami were comfortably seated
awaiting the starting of our train on the
farther bank <’alcuttiwards. Hie egre-
gious Englishman had an inspiration.
“By Jove! 77 be toiid, "I must take the

Peiflbp ami his suite*, and forthwith he
mad<* his exit and had that unfortunate

ruh-r dragged from the serenity of his

carriage, and with his * attendants place
(he carriage Like. so. yuiny

*cniiiin&i< about to be I haw

often wujr*J<qtd Mipy-whether, after his

week in Calcutta with the pomp of Gov-

<‘rpju<-i»t . and lancer escorts,

that kiiidli old Venlop would have been

so £*mpp)vVW& IJcrluijj.- not.

The native crowds who witnessed the

functions in Calcutta were singularly un-

demonstrative. When anything was afoot

their knowledge of where it was going to

happ. n was unimpeachable, and they

could be seen in their tens ami thousands

winding their way afoot and in garris to

points of vantage. There they would

stay for hours waiting patiently to catch

even so much as a glimp-e of the passage

of the royal personages. As the equipages
drew near a hum of expectancy would

pass through the crowd, and the actual

passage was marked by a certain amount

of hand clapping. How far were they
moved or even interested it is difficult to

>ay. A native will go and take up his

abode on a ra'hvay station heedless of

the hour of departure of the particular
train he required, and there wait appar-
ently with equal or indifference

whether it be one hour or a dozen. He

shows a tendency to come together on lit-
tle provocation in great numbers, but

possibly the clapping on the occasion of
the Prince’s visit was as much outward

demonstration as could be expected from
a people who. while sc if-contained, may
yet feel deeply. For one thing the In-
dian lias never achieved the British cheer.
Winn he attempts it he emits a howl or

dismal shriek that would rival a banshee.

Still it was pleasant to hear a good
round Engli-h cheer when at the review
on New gear’s morning and again at the

races, there were <*ongregated sufficient

Englishmen to give it effect.

(mb r the stre-s of fun:ti:>n< that
could not be avoided it was not surpris-
ing to lind that the Prime and Pr’neess
«ir<qq ( d a p«:i ii< n of their programme
that could readily l.e deb ted. They wT?re

to have gone to Darjeeling after a w. ek
in Calcutta, and without a trip to the
hills those saviours of the youthful
Anglo-Indian and th?* delicate woman in
the monsoon seas n on the plains, na
tour of India t-m be <*onsi<h*rej com-

plete. But th* Prin e and Princess
elected to he satisfied with the view that

tlvy had had of the llimaltyas from

Jammu, at the entrance to the pass,

through to Cashmere, anj spent three

quiet days at the Viceroy’* summer resi-

dence and park at Barrackp* re, some

twelve mites out of Calcutta on lb •
Hooghiy. Probably their se’e. tiuii was

a wise one. for the railway journey is

lengthy and the little mountain railway
as it ascends by the roi<] crossing ami

recrossing it in the climb presents a

fine example of what state of disrepair
a railway’ or tramway is usually allowed
to lapse into when the eml of its con-

cession draws near. But the scenery on

the hills as one catches glimpses through
the trees of woo»l-<l range upon range
with an occasional tea plantation cling-
ing to tinsmountain side, is picturesque.
And the - hill station of -Darjeeling is
unique with its heights and depths, ils
great < xpause of tea gardens extending
for thousands of feet below the town

proper along the course of every steep
valley, and its crowning glory of th *
snow clad Kimliinjung. a range eighty
miles distant, but, such is the rarity of
the atmosphere, appearing as a veritable

background to this collection ci white
dotted houMs nestling into the bosom of
the olive-green bills. More often than
not. however, great banks of clouds

sctllr dovi’i qu and <»»n»pl<*tylv wipe out

Darj<*<ding’-s womleiful background, and

then this hill-station descends near to

th? commonplace. Just at this season

the great mountains are almost steadily

enveloped in clouds, and it was this fact

and unfavourable repor.s from the hills

that eventually decided the Prince and

Princess.

So after thro? pleasant days far from

official troubles, though but 12 miles

from Calcutta, the Royal tourists board-

ed the Renown, ami the guns which had

b. Idled forth a noi-y we’eon.e on thfir

State arrival speeded not the couple on

their way to Rangoon as they made their

private exit.

THE “OLD GENERAL.”

“One of the best-known old identities

of the Barrier,’ 7

says the “Barrier

Minerßroken Hill, “is Mr. B. Haw-

thorne. popularly designated the “Old

General.’’ He has been for sixteen years
caretaker of the courthouse at Broken

Hill, and to-day he celebrates his 65th

birthday. A day or two ago the “Old

General” received the following letter

from Air. Maybury, the Sheriff:

“In view of the satisfactory state of

your health and favourable reports re-

ceived of the manner in which your duties

have been performed during the past year,
I am recommending your retention for a

further period not exceeding twelve

months.”

Commenting on this Mr. Hawthorne

says: "It is io Bile Beans all the praise
is <lue for my pre ent excellent health.

Although I am now pa«t my 65th year, I
feel as lively as a youngster, and am in
better health now than 1 was forty years

ago. Unfortunately I was not always
blessed with such robust health. A few

years ago I suffered greatly with Bilious-

ness, and was a er.pple with Sciatica, but

Bile Beans were the means of restoring
me to health, ami a subsequent dose or

two taken from time to time has kept me

in the pink of condition, and enabled me

to pass muster and retain my position
for a further term, as chronicled in the

* Miner,’ instead of being retired, as my
age warranted.” Bile Beans are obtain-
able everywhere. Avoid all substitutes.

The New Zealander and Clothes
for Clerks.

A novel and urgently-needed form of

charity has beeii instituted by the Kcv.

Henry Pitt, vicar of St. Mary’s, South-
wark. .Mr Pitt, numbers among his par-
ishioners -many city clerks who hai’e

come , down in the world, and are not
even able to apply for a situation owing
to the dilapidated condition of their

clothing.
To remedy this impediment the rev.

gentleman has been distributing silk

hats, black coats, white shirts, and

boots, whieh, though seeond-hand, are

in good enough condition to give the

men a neat and respectable appearance;
One recipient of .Mi Pitt’s practical

charity is a clerk from New Zealand,
says the "Daily Mail,’’ who cajjie to
London with, the hope of finding a good
situation. He was unsuccessful; his

small savings dwindled, and he tvas com-

pelled to take the.post of “lift boy’’ at

a, large hotel. Fitted; out with, a new

suit of clothes by Mr Pitt he hopes soon

to get back to a clerkship.
” ’-

71
-

18 The New Zealand Graphic for February 17, 1906


