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THE OLDEST INHABITED HOUSE
IN GREAT BHEITANIN,

The most ancient of inhabited build-
ings in Great Uritain is Dunvegan (as-
tle, in the lile of & ye. Older castles
there may be, but they are in weins.

Dunvegan is to this day a beautiful
liome—more beautiful than two hundred
vears ago, when the Hanging Wood I1iill
at the back was in full swing, The Mac-
Leod of MacLeod doing roogh jusie
on marauder or tiresome retainer alike,
More beautiful than when for The Mae-
Jeod 10 meer The Macllonald, the other
Lord of the Esle. meant bloodshed. Tnat
auch wieetings were freguent the innum-

erable heaps of commemorative stunes
<wattered over the island attest, Some
changes have, of course, taken pla-e

The vastle once stood on an island: &
W causeway joins it to the wainm Lind.
the water hax receded, and the water
wate i= high and dry. Itz oublietie
dungeun in which pri<onera were con-
fined and forgotten, still remains, but
untensnted: the nine fest thick walls
conceal many a secrel recess.  Yet these
massive walls have proved unequal to
the pacifie requirement~ of the day. o
craunied and riddled is the old wortar
with age that an onler coating of da-h-
ing haz Leen found neces-ary to exclu'e
the mountain mists,
Outwapdlr, the castle is
rectangular.  There is an onter court
round whieh tnos a rampart. 1t i in
this auter conrt that the St. Kilda sheen
——a wember of that wmvsterious bved
whivlh comes by its brown waesl ne ane
knows how—is =lown knee-deep in the
snow.  Contrast this poture with that
of the waterfall, Of (ourse, tha one is
of <ummer. the other of winter. But
sven so. the contrast is vemarkable, for
the waterfall is within four inutes’
walk of the castle, and its song lnlls t'e
inmates of the castle to <leep. The first
of the MacTeod line to take up This
abode at Dunvezan was Teod. =som of
Olnve the Red. King of Man and the
T-les.
thi< line. Petween the first chief and
tha 23rd have intervened some chiefs of
interest: two were of wigantic stature.a
third fell in fair Azht. a fourth fell in
foul, The eighth. Alevander, known a=
Crotach ot the Hunchback., died in
1551, Te was an alchemist. and built
the Fairy Tewer. which he s s-id il
ta haunt th-t he max practise hiz art.
With the 206th chisf the line bhecanme
more Anme<ticated. Tle oudes ended to
roter Parliament. The 22nd saved Skye
to his own hart.  There was in 1847 2
failure of the potatn crop. which meant
starvation tn the whole of the popula-
tion. The  current  Macleod  rose
ta the necasion. He nnfarled amain the
“Fairy Flag” an ancient relic <till care-
fulty preserred. tn be unfolded enly in
moments of direst distress: but it <howld
uswe s powee far good. Urfartunate-
Iv for himself he also wnfurled his bank-
nntas, to the extent of manc thousands,
tn provide the orofters with new seed
and other necesaaties. and to facilitate
their mioration.  Fe alen nianted the
i<les with trees. Tn these ways he =0

stubbornly

The present chief i= the 23vd of

impoverished himself that it wus feared
that he would have 'o bring his ances-
tral possessions upnder the hammer.
Lhat calamity was wverted. The place
was let, and The Macleod accepled a
post in the Seience and Art Depart-
ment of the South Kensington Museum.

He was also appointed Hergeant-at-
Armsa  in  Queen Victoria'a household.
Queen Victoria, who made & tour of
Seotland in }845, the year of fanine,
thongh slie did not land at Skye. was
greatly touehed by his self-sucrifice, angy
remarked that if al? lairds bebhaved like
him distress in the Highlanda would
e unknown. Fortunately such = state
of things vannot now recur. Many of
tly ecrofters still live in  low little
cabins of stoues roofed with resds. with
a Dbole at one end for them to creen in
and out by. and another hole at the
other for the smoke to go out. Rut

served inm the 74th Highlanders from
1858 to 1872, mand from 1863 to 1863
was AD.C. to General Fir Hope Grant.
Cammander-in-Chief at Madras. In 1 73
he sccompanied the British expediti:n
sent out to South Afries to crush Cete-
wave, and in 1579, having raised #0770
Swazis. he conducted the attack on Ye-
kukumi, He retired from the service
~oiie years previous to his sueceeding
hin father in 1895, and han travel'ed
much, having explored and shot bhe
wame in India. Africa, and America. H-
marcied in 1881 Emily. daughter of Nir
Charles tshum, Bart. He s two dau h
ters, the heir preasumptive being the
aon of his yvoungest broiher.
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Herofnes in Fiction.

(By Priscilla Wakefield.)
Novels, if well chosen, may be very
usefnl reading. for they rshow lifr ns
it s, The eharacters need not be
models. Much may be learned of

must be based on judgment or relee-
tion. The novels which crowd the
shelves of a circulating Jibrary coniuae
you unler: yon learn to reject anl to
choose. It is A mistake 1o be alnway:
in sRearch of new movets, new xensa-
tions. or to think you must be iu the
tide of new excitements in reading.

ln your favouriie books you learn
to love persons. A girl whose fave
lighta wp with inielligent pleazure
when ghe talks of her favourite hero-
ines and her reasons for liking ihem
is one whe will learn much from po-
vels by good writers,

A knowledye of characters in fction
is nece sary it gemeral conversation,
You need to understand allusipns to
them, or you will be voted ignorant.

But you must go deeper than -his if
You wish to find pleasure and beuefit
in reading fiction. The author who

helps to quicken your sympathies, o
make you love what is woble, pure and
mood, to pity what is weak, to de pisc
what is false and bad, who helps vou
to wish te do what is right. will point
the way to a rich, sweet life.

THE WATERFALTL.

they are no longer wholly depenient on
the potato erop. sinee they canm earn a
living by stacking-knittinz, handloom
weaving. and fish curing. Tndeed. their
rent is commonly taken in cl-th
Mention of the “Fairy Flag® re qimda
ws of other heir-looms, Ry tre s'de of
the miass care in which liex the flag.
stands a most ancient Trish cun of &il-
ver. the warkmanshin of which is ex-
ceedingly rare snd fine.  Traditien has
it that the cun was hrourht intn the
family when a MacLeod martled & faire
in very anci~nt devs.  And the fa-ily
nortraits incddwie a verv fine Raebura.
now reproduced. we helieve. for ihe firet
time. Tt mav he disrerned )anzing on
the wall in the nicture of fhe dinine-
voom. The ladv i« the orandmot®er of
the nresent ehisf. Norman Yiegnus Moe-
Tend. CM.Y. He was horn in 1830 and

DUNVEGAN,

IN SUMMER. THE

what to avoid im life or conduct by
the verr faults you discover im the
charaeters in a book, Motives of con-
fduet, results of actions. may teach a
strong lesson. Novels should be chos-
en, says an eminem: eritie, “not for
their freedom from evil. but for their
possession of good. The chanee and
scattered evil that may here and there
haunt, or hide itself in a powerful book..
never docs any harm fo a noble girl;
but the emptiness of the author op-
presses her. and his amiable folly de-
prades her.”

Novels which are sen=ational, over-
strained. unreal are danperons. By
their excitement they lead you to be
discontented with ordinary life, or to
form false impressions of life.

Indizcriminate novel reading is an in-
jury to good taste, for all reading

ALCHEMIST'S TOWER.

“It seems to me,” said a girl frien
of mine, “that the ideals of this worl
are low enough, without an author
flling the minds of young reader. with
thonghts that raise questions in their
ninds and tend to rob them of their
innocence. Rather let as author write
pure, healthful books that create high
ideals in fhe reader and foster the
growth of those one has. This. Loui a
May Alcott has dome. What book
could be betier for a young girl to
form her ideals by than “Rose in
Rloom™? Who that has read “Little
Women"” doe< not love the picture of
the home, the abiding place of Mes.
Ju, Beth. and Amy?** i

Coming from a real girl these
thoughts are well worth quoting, And
just because in “Rose in Bloom” there
i= no moral intended in the story. the
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DUNVEGAN CASTLE.

DUNVEGAN IN

WINTER.



