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ENGAGEMENTS.

The engagernent ia announced of Misa
Muriel Menres (second 2aughter of Mr.
W. Devenish Meares, Papanui) and Mr.
H. Monteith, of Christ’s College, Chrint-
chureh. .

-Iidd-lu Aﬁo the Harvest Season
. ' of Life. -

(By lan Maelaren.)
Captious people will ask at once the
date, 40 or 601 and one hid betier ad-
. mit st onee that middle age is noi &
fixed fronticr which divides every life
inte the sameé size of provinces, but
wvaries with each person, S:me children
are old at 15, with precovious talk and
wear solemn faces,. and some men ak
30 have the air of B0, They are stout
in body, they amble in their walk, they
drop oracular remarks, they endure
‘with aun effort the galety of youth. There
" are others who defy tyme and put the
record of the registrar generzl to eon-

- fusion, : o
- With most.of us there is a tumming
point in life like the water shed on &
railway journey, For so many years we
are climbing up, for a little we run on
# level, and now we are b ginning to
go down, only beginning. but going
down. Fay at 50 years if an exact and

" pedantic reader must have a date. Our

body changes about that time; we give
up every game except golf, we pufl
slightly when we hurry to catch a train;
we do Dot care to stand for a long time
If we can get a seat, our walk graqws
wore impressive. .
We are not old now. tut we are not
© young, we are half and between, we are
middle-aged, and our mood corresponds.
For one thing we have grown inscnsible,
or largely so, to praise and blame.

The man has come to know himself,
and that is the first great necessity of
suceessful living. He knows what he
ean do and what he can't do, and therd-
fore he is mot intoxicated when he is
praised, because this was his . strong
point, and every man surely
bhay some strong point, and if
he is  not dashed when  he
is censured, if a neighbour blames him,
the chances are he is quite right, for
thet was his weak point, and every
man iz weak somewhere, If he were to
praise him why that would be too
friendly, ‘The fact is the man has no
jlusions. 'They -bave been dispelled as
morning dreams. He bas weighed him-
self and understands how he stands,
and where he is, and g0 there comes over
middle age a certain mood of calmmnesg,
which has not, of course, in it the force
of youth, but has its own. eompensation
in contentment. Instead of the fiush
of spring there is ihe mellowness of
autumm - - ’

Akin to this moed is a gracious mag-
nanimity. When one is yunng he is _of
neeessity fizhling for his own hand to
win a prize, to obtain his degree. to
establish a business, to acquire a prac-
tice, to make himselt secure. Every
man is kis rival, if not his enemy, and
he is not inclined to rejoice im ather
people’s puccess, for it may be at his
expense, or at Jeast it may be a reflec-
tion on lis failure. Nor has he [eisura
to comcern bimself shout other men's
Teversea or to give them pity, He waa
down bimseli yesierday, and if he does
not take eare he may be down again to-
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morrow in the Just of defeat, When
his baftle hag been fought and the
atrugpte is over, especially when he has
won and reachad the evest of the hill,
then he has time to rest and Lo observe
and to take an unselfish interest in Linm
coiurades. When a man is ruseing his
race it is mol possible for him to con-
gider the other runners or wish them
well. He mecds alt hia breath for his
own Tact. When he haa come in snd
put on his coat, laving won or lost, but
2l the more if he hos won his prize, he
stands by to applaud the panting run-
ners as they pass he goal, the goal be
has already pasred. Renan had all his
life prided himself wpon net pushing but
preserving calmpess amid life'n fiercest
fight. “if & man shoves me,” he used
to say, “f say pass, monsieur,” and it
is mot wonderfal that ss he grew old
he was entiroly satisfied. “His unim:
paired euriosity econtinued to interro-
gate the universe” but he was full of
rest, he suifernd terribly, but he hag not
abdicated. “I have done my work,” he
said to Mine,” Renan, *“I die happy.””
This mood of satisiaction with li‘e be-
ging  at middle ape and is conneeted
with & delight in younger people.

When one has had hia fill of work
and has had some moderate reward, he
wished the younger men coming up be-
hind-him to have their share of things,
and earn their wages, This- i not so
much charity on his part, it is justice,
it is not to be aseribed to religion, bhut
to midite age.

. And so comes another mood, which
one may call akruizm, or living for
other peuple, The middle aged man (or
woman) lives not for himself, but for
Lis children. He does not eare what
nien sny abont him. but he is deaperate-
iy voncerned about their judgment on
his sons.
the father is lifted for days. il they
run Lhe buy down, the father ia eut- to
the heart, He boasts about bhis son’s
success, he tries fo cover his =on's de-
feat, he would willingly pass on his own
gain ta his boy and bear his boy's suf-
fering. He .has died to himself and ia
alive again in his family, and if he is
spared to be o prandfather he grows
preposterons  in . his pride over ﬂ]a,f;
child, and his admiration of all its
doing=. Xo doubt there is such a thing
as n disappuinted - and bitter middle
age, when men profess to have seen the
end of all perfection and to believe
peither in man nor woman. TFhere was
an old prayer. “FLord preserve me from
B young judge’ and cne expects an old
judge to be bread in ¢harity and pitiful
towards- Lumanity, but there are old
men who spend the last quarter of their
lives in carping and complaining, in
sneering amd disconraging. This is the
opprobrivm of widdle age, but which
one sees this ungracious spectacle let
him be pitiful. for the man has most
likely failed, He has been a vickim of
circumstances or perbaps  hia . own
enemy. He hias never reached the crest
of the hill: lie has never passed the
goal post; he has been thrown out by
the wave, he has boen trodden under-
foot. And mow he has n vendettn
against the young who are full of hape,
because they muek him; against those

whe  have sueceeded, beeause he
thinks it Las  beem at . - his
expense, and agzainst  human  life

has Deen such 8 deceli
Pardon his sourness ha

because it
ant mockery.

.is one_of the failures of humanity, fruit

which has never ripened. Deal gently
with him. And turn to that big hearted
man who did gr-at things in his day,
and now ii rteady te lend & hand to
every struguler, and to give & cheer to
every winner, Who wishes well te all
men in their piace, and blesses God  that
life on the whole has lbeen a0 kind to
him, and that the best of it s yet to
eome when the sun, already beginning to
sink. will sot gloriously belind the west-

“etn hilis.

e ————————

Speaking of methods of teaching, Dr.
Gore, at Birmingham, said that when
be learned a language he occupied very
little time with grammar, aod then
procetded to read the New Testament
through in the laguage, because he wag
s0 familisr with the substance of what
!m waas reading that he could follow it
in any Isnguage. By that means he
anquired some acquaintance with the
lupquge. Then ke read an easy book,
missing out what he could mot upder-
stand, after which he returped to the
grammar to try and find out something
Teore about ft. “The way to learn was

" 1o ignore diffeulti what
,"“i‘_‘fiﬂ %4, &nd resd what ihey

undetstand, -

Tf same one praises ihe boy .

- -

‘\'OT]CE im Bereby given that a Leaws
- Tor Twe sud &4 Hall Yeurs {previvusiy
advertiued at Elghteen monthzl for ihe
Hight t¢ Cut Flax on the unidermeutioned
Crown Landes wlll be submitted to Piubile
Apction at the Lands and Burvey Office,
Aucklund, on_ FHIDAY, the second day
of February, 190G, at 11 o'clock a.o.
Oainemurl County, Rlovk X1.. Walhon
Spn*cy 1Hstrict, about 380 arres: rentat 16
Lpset value for oue crop of Mles, L2050
Posters and couditions aud termw of wile
may be had on applieation to the above
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It ia herely npotified that a 10 years'
Lease of the uvnder noted Land, eulted
for Flax Cuottlng and Cultvation will he
snbmiited for Sule ut the Crown Lands
Otice, Auckland, on FRLDAY, #th Feb-
ruary, 1806, at 11 ¢'cleck au.

Koawakawa, 8., Biorks NI1I. and XVI,
251 acres {rabject te kukvey). Upset aonoil
Fental, L£60. Poster 1'lgus giving condi-
tices and terms of sale in foi may be
Eeen at the Post Offices, and copies obtain.
ed uf the Lands Uffive, Auckland,

JAMES MACKENZIE,
Commigsioner of Crown Lamdla.

THE ESTATE OF  WILLIAM
. AKROWSMITH, DECEASED,

™

THE ADMININTRATORS, '

CIAS. F. GRIFFITHY, SURVITING
CTPRUSTER AND RXECUTOR.

. IN ACCOUNT WITH THE ESTATE.

STATEMENT OF REt l]’TS AND EX-
PENDITURE FR(OM Hith JU LY, 1o,
TO Ith DECEMHER, 1, '

RECEIDPTS. .

Cash 1u House . - lof : d1

Cash In Baank . 74 810

Real Properiy 1,087 13 &

iMortgages and Pro)

Notes reslised apd paid 2488 1 1
Interest Collected | « A3 121
Hents Cellected Bl 11 4
Bharea Bold ..., . 204% B 3B
Dishonoured Ch 126 0
Suudry Advances for lusur-

ance and Rutes Hepald .... 6T 3 6

£28,993 3 10
EXTEXNDPITCRE.

Debts due at Death ... . 173 16 0
Rtates on Heal Property....,. 411 B
Burveys re Land Transfer Act 6 8B 5
Shares Calls Paid ... ....... 716 0
To kExtinghish Lialillty Loan
and Moercautile res ... 315 00
Sharchroker's Fee Thereon, . H 5 0
Monument awi) FPhotos Theresf 116 10 v
Land Tax ... iceeciunanavaen 1 09
Legnl Lspensex, saew 35 50
Clerical Assistance .......... 613 4
Legacy Duty Advance lione. . - H ]
" Incldental—
Btampa, Sratlonery, Bank
Churge, Exchange........ 119 1
Sundry Chegues Lishonenred 14 0 ¢
Bundry Advances for Ineur-
© 'ance and Rates .. . 67 3 6
Lagacier Loiaiiiiaian e BETEU 0
Urphans”  1lome  Account
Residue ...covuciivaisen.s 1021200 0
Waomen's Home  Account
Resldue ..oceriaans e M 10 0
e 1,50 9 8

Balance la Bank ......

£330 3 W
F. GRIFFITHS,
Bolleitor,
Trustee amt Ezecnior,

CHAS.

© T have examined the Aceounis of the Ea-
tate of Willam Arrewsmith decenssed Ztth
July. 1900). of which Estate Messrs Wa'ter
3. T, who iied an the 28nd of Yanuary,
1802, aud Charleg 15, Grifitha, whe sorvives,
were appolnted Aaministrators, and 1 here-
Ly vertify that these Aveonnts are in erder.
and the above Htatemeuts of Recelpts and
Expeaditnte are correct, T have fully re-
ported thls day on the admipdsiration of
the Troat.
W. H. CHIPRTUN, F.RA.A., Enz.
Amndltor.
‘Auckland, 12th December, 190G,

A Cairo pilprim mends to “Vanity
Fair” the following clipping from a
local paper:—“Mohummned Ben Ali 8u-
w#uf begs to announce to nubility and
Cairo amart set that he has opened 8
Ligh-clasa restaurant shop at No. 3,
Bharia Manukh, Muskr. Everylhing
Al an¢ dam cheap.  Prices quite wou-
deriul, N.B~Dclectable music every
erening.” : . ' '

A stout maa who lived in Suvannah

Wae veing & Dbinod red bandama.

- 1n the fiel whrre he wtood .
‘Was a bull of bod mood—~ .

Aund the blow waa felt clear to Ifavana.

AT THE THEATRE.

Reully there was nothing at all excit-
ing to go to last werk, Do amusement
or function of any kind; and if the
Brough-Flemming Company had not been
here we would bave heen ‘dull indeed;
and now they bave gone, and everybody
is Jooking dorward to the Knight-
Jeffries” Company. Umn Saturday last
the Broughs clused iheir scasou here
with “Sowing the Wind,” which every-
one agrees is decidedly the best play in
their extensive repertuive. The house
was exceedingly well filled. Amongst
those present during the week 1 no
ticed: Lady Plunket, who wore a dainty
white silk evening Tobe with pink roses
pestled in the white fulle berthe, and
pink silk eceinture; the Houn, -Kathlecn
Plunket was in a rich white satin evens
ing frock, amt pale blue silk coat; Miss
Alzond, weaning & white and grey Horal
brocade, ‘and grey osirich feather boa;
Mrs Arthur Myers wore & charming
white gown with nitmetous frills edged
with black bebe rpibbom, and her hair
soooded with blue: Mrs Suvage looked
charming in black net over gluce, and a
pretty blue scarvf; Mrs llepe Lewis was
gowned in biack, relievedt with blue, and
a pale blue opera voat; Mrs Meodetson
was in a handsome” black and =ilver
gown; -Mrs Buddle, in a black tafleta,
softened wilth eliffon, and a cream lace
seurf; Mrs Ernest Moss Davis wore a
black velvet with a berthe of cream
Maltese luce; Mrs  Elioe Moss Davis
was gowned in pale blue silk, inset with
creatn kice, sl o cream lave tucker;
Mrs Sharman was in pink silk with
eream lare and insevtion, and bamds of
blavk velvet ribbon: Mr: Rees wore a
pretty pale Dloe ik with Paris-tinted
lace; Mrs Duthie was dainlily guowned
in white ehilfon over gluce with pumer-
oua tiny {frills. and a prelty pale blue
vpera coal; Mrs Bagnall wore a black
satin with a cream Lace berihe, threaded
with bluck ribhen; Mrs Seymour George
was gowned in A black iaffeta, soft-
oned with nhite, and a black velvet bow
in coiflure; Mrs Thoroe Grorge lovked
dainty in a soit white tucked silk, inset
with bands of inscriion, and a pale blue
cluth opera cont; Mrs Munro Clarke was
charmingly gowned in white with touches
of Mack, and black veivet bow in coif-
fure; Mrs Browning was in a black silk
zown, relieved with wiite; Miss Brown-
ing was in a dainty white shirnad gilk
with wide folded satin belt; Mrs leriz
Isoked charming in o biack taffeta, re-
lieved with cream, and tiny pink velvet
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