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followed his elder aister into the hell
below,

Mr. Kidd Lhen went on to say thmd
ke would frecly acknowledge that he
had kizsed Miss Annahel Weldon—one
of the guests—-1chind the screem in the
drawing-room, but added that he did
s0 uul_‘,- under pressuce, s that young
fady bad put things in such a light that
he absolutely couhl not refuse, e was
about to adil gome more interesting de-
tails of o like nature, but a shrick of
indignant denial frem the lust accused
lady intertupted him, and the party out-
wide hia door broke up in great confu-
sion and fled precipitately.,

Wext morping Mr. Kidd left for Lon-
don by tle early train, to arrange for
the mummers ahd jestera, Mr. Urudeley
again thanking him for taking so much
trouble. And Mr. Kidd smiled Deadi-
fically, and mccepted 1me vesponsibility.
e was the kind of youth whe would
have accepted the command of the Chan-
nel Fleet had it been offersd him.

“On Christmas Eve, Mr. Crudeley went
about the house “like a paper man in
a pgale of wind,” ahnost insisting on his
gueats being merry-—or at least on their
trying o lvok se. And just before din-
mer was announced that night a han-
mering and shouling of rancous voives
outaide the hall dvor arnounced the ar-
rival of the villagers—they had all
eome—hauling the Yule log.

“Rather an fnconvenient time they'va
ehosen,” muttered the lost, “llowever,
it can"t Le lielped. Jameson” (to the
butler), Uirow open the portals,” he
econcluded with a magnificent air. And
“Crudeley of Tooting” thrust his right
hand inte the Bosom of his dress waist-
cont, and tried to Jook as wearly like
the picturea of Cawnthorpe of Cawns
thorpe as he could in the circomstunces.

Tue bubler, with an air of resigned
disapproval, opened the door, and id
yushed a disorderly crowd of “the great
unwashed.” The huge log was dragged
meross the polished oak flooring, leaving
B track of wet mud wherever il went. 1§
was then lifted and hurled on teo the
opea fireplace, where, being green, it
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ralsed a thick and acrid smoke, which
quivkly filled the hatl,

*My friends,” began Mr ("rul.leley,
blinking his smarting eyes and coughing
the smoke oul of his Lhroat, “this volun-
tary act of —(cough)—of yours, in ren-
dering homage 1o the—{cough}—Lord
of the Man—{cough)—Manor, touches
me very deeply indecd-{cough). The
u:t, though winple in itself, i3 illustra-
tive of a—(couzh, cough, cou;:h,——llllls-
tralive of a now long- forwotten time
when

*Beg pardon, gov'nor.” iuh:rpo‘aed the
blacksmilh, “but the other nizht, w'en
you arst us to bring this rere long in,
you was sayin' somelhin’ about that
wasa ale o youre, BMe an' my pals ’ere

is raller in & ’urry, as we're agoin’ to. -

draw the prizes for the ‘Piy and Come
passes” annual goose club at nine pune-
tual to-nigbt. H'pese you was to order
up the drinks fust, and then work off
ihe rest o' the cackle afterwardst ‘0w
would that suit yer?™”

And an approving murmur from the
rest of ithe “simple peasanis™ gave ne

option to Mr. Crudeley. He abruptiy
.Abandoned the rest of his speec.h and
“ordered in the “wasszit bowl.”

1t was mot until nearly nine o'dock
that the last of the revellers—the rum
punch being by that time exhausted—
wa3 got rid of. Hy then the dinner wasa
complefely spoiled, and the cook deters
mined (o give warning on ike moxe
Eow.

That evenmr' the young people got up
some charadea which were mildly eflecs
tive, and an impromptu dance which
was a genuine success, But they steads
factly dectined to perpe.'trate a - “Hig
FRoger de Coaverley,” and Mr. Crudeley
hetooke himself of to bed in a haff,
Charades and woltring were far too
moders 1o pleass the ex-solicitor’s
mediaevel tastes.

On Doxiug Night, the servanis’ hall
was lixed to begin at nine o'clock. Dins
uer was therefure hurried througlh, and
all the men put into a bad temper be-
cause there was no time for a eigar after
the meal. o his capacity as ALC, Mr.
Theophilua Kidd contrived to “let in™
the masier of the houss for the duty of
opening the ball with the nineleen-stond
cook, in liew of the pratty parlour-meic
fie bad already fixed his cye upun. The
woung Oxonian then excused himself
from taking avy further part in the
dance, on the ground that he had fo
superintend Lhe arrangements for the
mummers, jesters, aud_ minsirels, who
had grrived from town, and were fo
make their appearance and entertain the
quests azsembled at a later period of the
E\'Eﬂlllg. -

The huailer—much against his will—
found Limself dancing with the mistress

of Cawnthorpe Castle, and replying to

that lady's jerky and ineonsequent ques-
tions with stereviyped phrases of the
“Yez, maz"am,” “No, ma'am,” “['mn smre 1
couldn't say, mn'am,” order. e and the
rervants at large dizapproved of the ball.
They !md Lieeny ically commanded to
“revel,” and reveliing to order 1s an ex-
tremnely distiealt thicg to do.

The young men awl maidens of the
liowze-party voted the whole thing an

+ unuilerable Lore. Fapa Crideley’s overs
puwering insiztence on “merry-making®
neted a3 an effectual wet blanket on the
proceedings liraughout; and net even
the laughicr excited by that gentleman’s
gyradiona in the “Hir Roger de Coverley™
could guite serve to dispel the glaom and
want ¢f “go” which bung about the af-
fuir.

The asaemblage at the casile wasy res
infarced. latee in the evening, by about a
wseore af the nerghbouring gentry-—ehiefly
attracled by the ramour that Mr. Cruwle-
Yey waa making extraordinary eiforta to
vevive lhe arcient gloties of Christmas.
And fthey luoked forward Lo the advent
of Hm mummers aml jestera with a mild

Al an idea ibat they might

derive wome historical instruction from

the quaintl dresses, and delight from the -

remlecing of old En
glees.

At Balf- past ten precisely a hinlt was
called in the dancinr—which lad been
going very fatly fromn the beyginning—
aud Lhke whale company was narshalled
inlo the hanqueting hall, at the farther -
engd of which a finall stage had been erect-
ed.  Across this were closely drawn eurs
taina.  The aunlienoe gradually scated
themselves an the rows of chairs placed in
front of the slage; nll was expectation
and suipenss, for thia was to be the
crawning seene in the Old Enplish merry
—uor “merrie,” as Mr. Crudeley insisted
upon  writing it—making. The first
Cawnthorpe of Cawnthiorpe lad surely
never lwen sa intensely mediaeval as was
Crudeley of Tooting.

And then, wilh s sudden and strangely

sliai ndvigals and

familiar chord, struck upon stringed In- .

struments, the curtains were suddenly
drawn aside, revealing the stage angd ils
contents. Aad, to use & Parlismentary
phrase, “the Contents had it.” Yor, on
chairs, in the style known so well to the
days of our childhood, sat a troupe of
beach yiggrrat

Mr. Urudeley rubbed his eyes and
stared hard 1o asmure himselt that he
wan not dréaming. Muminers? Jesters?
Miastrelst Well, miostrels certainly, but
of the sort slways aesociaied with the
name of Christy. He looked agdin. No,
it was no dream. There wers the burnk
eork artists, sure enough—striped “wol-
lars, banjo, tambourine and bones. OCh,
it wan all too horrible! Tho whole andi-
ence was convulsed with Iaughter as

Crudeley of Tonting staggered to his feet |

and fAed from the room.

- As may well be imagined, all inqinries
for Mr. Theophilus Kidd proved wnavail<
ing. Without waiting to witness the re<
ault of his eruel practical joke, that ai-
tute youth had taken the precaution of
leaving for town early in the evening.—
“Casasell’s Magazine.,™
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