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Plays Which Should Not Be Flayed.

A considersble amount of eorrespond-
ence has reached this office concerning
Sadermann‘s so-called sensativnal play,
“The Firea of St. John,” and eertzin
eriticisima on the same which appeared
in the columns af the “Grapkie” devot-
ed to drama, ithe bulk of the letters com-
ing from those who had seen ihe play
down Boulth or in Australia. Tha ques-
tion raised, either im the sflirmative or
negulive, is mainly this: “Should such
plays be folerated on the public stage
or no?  And be it sail at once, the
answer is by no nrcans entively easy to
find. Im specifie instances, the ditficalty
would, of conrse, not be scrious, but the
danger is in ceenting & precedent.
The censor of plays may be, would seem
to be, in fact, a necessary being; but it
cannot be denied ihat le bax on ‘occa-
sjon proved & very anischierous owe to
the cause of deamatic art, and that
some individuals whe have held the
position have proved hoprlessly nurrow-
windect, and huve created a gereral bm-
presdion that the office ought to be dans
awuy with, We of the Fnglish breed
do mot love censors, or ab all evenis-
censors a8 individuals, Public opinion
is the safest, best, und most eflvctive
censorship to our minds, With regard to
the censorship of p'aye, one must admit
certain plays are unpliyable, and Suder-
maun’s “The Fires of ¥t John” is one
of these, but not becanse am  “inei-
denl” js unprintably disgusting and ob-
scene, fur in that cuse you must togically
ruie out of court that cheap rcligjuusl
wmelodramnn, “The Sign® of the Croas,”
PBut the peint is that in “The Fires of
&t. John the “incidemt” and the “just
in time” turning out of the lights and
quick curtain, are dowbly offensive, ba-
canse ihey tre the sole raison d'etre
of Lhe play, which, as said lest week,
labourivusty burrows ils way through
altecnate drivel and {ilth to the dirty
point sleiven after, and then crawls
away from it tiresomely as ever. In
“The Sign of the (rass” the “incident”
Letween Martus and Mercia in the act
where, ufier [ocking all the doors, Mar-
cus pracecds to pur=ue the Wdy round
the stuge, the intentiom is equally ob-
vious, the “icident” eyunlly indecent,
Place the charnctess in modern eveniug
dress, translate the plnee and peried of
the play from pagan Liome te the deaw-
ing rosm of to-day, and cun you honest-
Iy say one “incident™ is worst than the
other? | Searcely, but the exienuation
remains for the “Sign of the Cross”
that the “incident™ i merely mn “inci-
dent.™  The pluy could exist withont
it, oud {hough chezn and ctap-trap in
senliment enougl, “The Hign” has on
eilect on some minds. and & good effeck
at that. Its uMimate Jesson—what there
ia of il—is for good. Budermann, on
the contsury, is only fit for the sewer,
sy far, at alt avents, as “Fhe Firea of Sk,
John* pgo. Hut the danger of unplay-
able plays lies mot so wuch in such as
thore we have mentioned, bub in such
as are really clever, nnd appeal to rea-
son, to inteilect, and the logicat me-
quence of thing. Take, for example, the
Litent ease. George Bernard Shaw's “Mrs
Wareen's Profession’” receaily interdict-
ed in New Yourk. Flere is ne single “in-
cident.” ro situaliow, in Lhis remark-
able and brifliandly  written play  to
which  exreption enn be taken as ta
those in “The Fires of St Jolm,”
“The Sign of the CUroas” “The CGay
T.ord Ques™ Tone uf the worst, hy the
way). uut others. Yet for mischief
it halds #n infinile greater capacily, and
‘the bLroadest or most carelesg-minded
wman would adinit after reading it that
such a play- would work incaleulable
harm if played oo the stage by a compe-
tent compuny, The play B bellliaog,
its dialogue spurkles, the logical argu-
wente of the princlpal character sare
forceful to an almost terrifying dogree,
angl just because of all thess things It
I= a_play which canto!, must not, ba
allowed to bs played Tn squashing its

performance New York did right. For
very vbvious reasons it i3 undesirable
to say much in detail of the play or its
plot. Let this suflice, Mra Warren has
amassed a fortyne out of conducting ot
yather managing on an extensive seale
what Kipling has called the “oldest pros
fession in the world.”  She and her part-
ner have “eatablishments” in all the prin-

- cipal European cities, and on their capi-
“tal of £40,000 they get a return of at

least 35 per cenl. “cven in worst yeaps.™
Of gli this, needless to say, one sees po-
thing on the stage, and save in & couple
of speeches it is little altuded ta in the
dialogue, which brims with wit, with
caustic sayings, and *“very palpable
hits" at society and the worfd in gen-
eral The woman has a daughter, beauti-
ful and innocent,and brought up at Newn-
linm, where she is “equal third wraeg-
ler.” $he s a direct fine charactered
English girl of 22, who is in entire ignor-
ance of how the money has been made
which prevides her with everything. She
has, in fact, barely seen her mother
since childhood. Once she meets her “im:
possible® but all good-natured aund af-
fxetionate parent, and some of her men
assoeiates; she dimly suspects some-
thing, but not the truth. This, however,
comea out, and in the explanation and
jusiification of her conduct the woman
Warren entirely takes the sympathy of
ihe aundience, Mr. Shaw has given her
one of the most terribly fareeful apeech-
ea one has ever reod, and the whols
danger of the play lies not in anything
unpleasant on the stage, not in offensive
dialogue {there is nob a double enlendre
in the plzy. not a single inimoral situa-
tion), but in the dnmnable plausibility
and ahnost conrvimeing justiGeation of
Mra. Warren’s explanalion and exeul-
pation. This is special pleading. so in:
tensely clever, so passionate, se hall
true, that it might easily send hulf a
theatre full of girls home, with the idea
that after all immorality uader certain
circwinstances iz pot  so  shocking.
A play like . this woull do mischief.

iselief  harrible  and  Intoleralile
Whether Sudermann does much ona is
inctined to doubt. e iz too dull, There
ia litlle havm iu revolting people, t lit-
tle gnod; Lubk te so cleverly paint and
disguize vice ry to almost make it ap-
pear virtae—that, indeed, may and can
work dreadiul barm.sond  the  ecensor
wonld, therefore, appear stiil a neces-
sity.

+ + *
Bhadow=Catching.

- The man without a heobby muat find
life pretty wiscrable. How be filla in bis
time I dont know. The men of wny ac-
quaintaites whe sre hobby-less are very
helpless specimens of the human kind,
and weuld in all probability be most un-
satisfactory people to live with. ¥Woman
seems crented to spend lier enthusiasm
on & variety of interesis, and if she has &
pronounced hobby she is apt to ride it to
death and becams tiresome. Man is such
a vacillating wortal that he wanis a
pretty keen hobhy to give him a rallying
puoink, s it were. Those oompasa-lesa
mortala wha up Lill anw have wobbled
through the world wilthout & Thobby
shoultl make a vow this very summer to
wige out the stain and join the ranks of
that vast army which will never need
compulsory conseription which “1oba™ is
advocating from the lhinusctops fur an-
other apd mote belligevent army, T mean,
of eourze, the noble army of “shadow-
citehers,” or plolographers, Buy 4 cam-
ern and  ba  busy—and perhaps even
happy. At a1l events you will be leay
nuisance to your friends--niniesa you per-
alst in wanting to tauke thelr portroita,
in which case yon will probubly make
maore enemied than-you did fn your ante-
camera doys. Don’t he deluded into be-
conting the embarrassed possessor of the
maonat expensive inst rument on the merket,
with about half a hundredweight of ao-
cefpories and chemicnls, the names of

which you will forget ax soon an Yo have-

learned Lthem, Just buy a cheap quarter
plate stand or box camera, and never
mind whether the leus is huinovestrie or
any other “centrie”  Just potter alout
with your “cigar-box aml bit of window

. glams,” as vour supwrior frienmd with the

twin-lens or the aristoeratie reflex will
dub your humble weapon. aml you will be
anrprised what n lot of fun and pleasure
you can gei out of it—profituble pleasure.
The day you buy a camera marks & new
era in  your appreciatinn of Mnther
Nuture, Looking st the world through
» photographic lenx reems to widenr in-
stead of restrick one'm xisien, aml the
study of light and shadow, which photo-
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graphy dewiaung, ciueites the #ve 1o ad
things in lzwl und sea aomd wky whick
you never dreamed existed. Ul an
Form and hgliing are wo tonger msean-
ingrless termw, Lut cover a fBeld af fusei-
uating beanty, of which you mpvet you
Tad been &0 lony ignorand.
huy or bep a enmora, 3
the odids are pretty good 1hat you will
never cast it aside, or if yon do it will
osuly be to take on u more cxpensive nd
clabarate one.  Also, if son get anything
specinlly good semd it along  te “The
tiraphie” and have the pieasure of secing
your hendiwork embalmed in all the
glory of the wonderful hali-tone yroeess.

-Wis¢ and Otherwisg

Yot another inducemeni tu go on the
land. Longfellow has made one fa-
wilisr with a bauner bearing n strange
device, but “Excelsior” is quite eclipsed
as regurds strangeness by A banner or
sign I saw displayed outside w hall in

-one of the -ruburbs of Auckland, npon

which  was ewmblazoned this cryptie
message, “Now aleohel, reap ‘drunken-
nesa” . A friend of mine, who oe

casionolly leoks wpon ihe wine when
it is ruby, invaria by replios to aolicitous
friends inquiring aftexr hix health: “Ounly
se-50.” 1 lLelicve nmew that *so-se”
shoukl be spelt with a “w;" bui  even

- 80, how would one. seb about the opera-

tion? - I huve attempted “planting” aleo-
ol o a small =eale, Imts that cniled
disastyously—it was only a smalt flask
toa, which I dried to secrele from the
vigilace of two old-maid sislers who
were su intemperale as to be fanadies
on the question  of total abstieence.
Howeyer, to Ieave the difficnlties, and
look, a=x wonld dear old Br. Pungloss.
upon the bright sile of things, the har-
yesting shouid be casy work. [ have
heard of “self-raising flours,” anld sines
drunkarda are invariably eut off early
ta horrow  from  our prohilitionist
friends' veeabulary) 1 preswme the erop
is “self-Teaping.'’

+ + %

aving introduced the name of Am-
vica’s  grent poet ot the opening ol
matter, 1 cannot do better at the
close, than iry to shuw how one of his

best-knvwn puems wmight rearl i used
for purposes of party polities —
There Id a Heaper whe as he walks

Througlh Helds of geliten grad
Heods ol 1 heavy nden stalks,
_ But searclhes with wighl aad wiin
For flowers tn deck 0 waning eause,

CFIL tribube to the dead,
Andl, yuesilkened, answers withont a pause,

Tu svarch S, with dowo-Feat hend.

“T'm not after geali fo day  not me,
But chaff nnd a fowsr or twao,
And If nny grog Dloescoms yoil shodd aee

Down yonr way, let’s héar from youw."

T mee that the “Legion of Froniicrs-
men” under the presidency of Lord
Lonstlale hus been established in Lon.
don, and it is to e hoped thut ihe
iegion that mever was listed will soun
have both colours and crest, and with
all my heart I offer the toast--

‘Then o healib-—we must drluk i in whis-

FTo the wholy nnauthorlsed horde,
The e of our dusty “voeerloopers,”™
Daw geutlemen revers abroud.

The secvetary, Mr Roger 'ocock, will
prebably be known to nuny readers ax
the author of “The Frontiersaan” and
a frequent contributor to the priocipal
London magazines. 1lis book tells a
portion of his own life to a peried of
aboui three years pgo, when L had the
pleasure  of being a  fellow-passenger
with him homeward bound from Cnpe-
town., O board h: Aoted as secretury
to the Sports and Amusemenis Connt-
ters, of bpth of which I was chairman,
¥ wpever met o man ol moure aminhle
vharacler, nor one more truly o gentie-
mau, He had just completed his tern
of service with the Nativnal Scouts in
Houth Africa; but prior o that  fud
spent a considerable tiwe  the Xurth-
western Provinees of Carada ond Alus,
ka, as member of the redoubtable XNaortle-
western Mounted  Dolice, as o miner
amdd a2 o missionary amd doctor awid 8
tribe of Lndians with not another while
funu within some 200 miles. Hue was o
charmming compauion and most skiling
raconteur. huve most pleasant
memories connected with the Iast even-
ing we spent together after dining at
that famovs old inn. the “0d Cheshire
Uheese,” in Fleel-strerl. Now that he
is again within reach of the po<tman 1
hopo 1o have gone intecesting news for
my readers  with reference ta the
“Legion.” :

.+ +

T mote that an insurance eompony
having its head office in Punedin fns
been sued lately io anotber cenlre for
1he antount of promiuma paid. with i
ierest, uver o period of five veara  The
indurer ywas assured thut al'the expica-
tion of the tarm mentioned she wonld
e able to draw in eash the surrendaer
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