
fy supposition, and Im greatly exaggerated,
because even supposiug the Auckland Hav-

ing Club benefited to the extent of what

Mr Mitchelson said it would through the

expulsion of the bookmakers, where are

the faciitics to handle the extra amount

of money? It cvuhl not in* -loin* under

present conditions, so how could the Auck-
land Raving Club benefit to the extent of

•£90,300 If it is impossible to put that ex-

tra amount through the machine? Mr

Mitkcelson Is evidently labouring under a

delusion, and his figures are crude ami in-

accurate. Ih also states £!MM» was put

on Kremlin with the books at the Winter
Meeting; hut as Kremlin did not start, lie

evidently means the Kaster Meeting. I

nm not in a position to state the exact

amount put on Kremlin with the hooks

ct tha.l meeting, neither is Mr Mitchelson;
but this 1 am sure of. a large amount of

money was put on the machine that was

invested with the books on Kremlin. Mr

Mitchelson docs not mention that fact. He

also does not mention the large amount

put on the machine by the bookmakers to

reinsure themselves and the amount .they

Qjold. This (be machine would never

•hand!?, even supposing they were not

tnere. 1 can assure Mr Mitchelson the

bookmakers often handle money the ma-
chine would never see, which fact he has

failed to grasp. Reverting to Mr Mit-

chelson’s figures, if 11 bookmakers hold

£<j96o each race. they would handle the

enormous sum of £33,680 per day. which

Is almost too absurd to refute. Evidently
Mr Mltclteisou has again made a mistake,

but a statement that is issued previous to

a committee meeting and to the commit-

tee, especially when it involved mens

livelihood, should be accurate.
Mr Mitchelson has stated in an interview

that according to Judge Hdwards’ remarks
the tone of tin* club would be improved
by the expulsion of the bookmakers. 1
wish to icfute that by stating his remarks
were not directed against them. i.st against
the totalisator. I contend strongly that book-

makers have not lowered the dignity of

tjie.Auckland "Raring t’lub. but have always
upfield it by their behaviour ami their
mode of doing business. I also contend it

was too important "a ipiestion. the abolition,

of the bookmaker, for the lion. K. Mit< nel-

son to decide by his casting vote on his

own motion. aiilT was a very unusual pro-

cedure, and against all established pre-
cedenee* «,contrary to the usual custom.

In ail important matters the established
rule is. unless under very extraordinary

c|rcnmstanecs, chairman, when it comes

to’his cast frig vote, invariably gives it for

tljings to remain as they ar?., and. not

fo-alfrbr them. I maintain that is what Mr

Mitchelson should have done, as there were

no extraordinary circumstances to cause

him to do otherwise; the fact that so many

men’s living were at stake, men who hail
been part and paice) to. the success 'of the
club that Mr Mitchelson was chairman of.

and men that always (•onformetl in so far

as their vailing, would allow them to the

rules of'racing and laws of the land, should
have appealed to Mr Mitchelson, even if

he di<l not wish to give his easting, vote in

their favour, to refer them to a general
meeting of the private members of the

4u'*kland Racing Chib. Then if the majoi -

tty of the members were against book-

makers. it would hav<q; been more satisfac-

tory and convincing they were not'desired

then as things arc now. The casting vote

of the clialrnian is not unanimous enough
that a change involving thousands of

pounds and a club's standing—it might
lose its status through the change—is a

wise one, and should not be further con-

sidered. The morals or finances of the

Auckland Racing, Club are not going to lie

improved - by removing those that helped
to foster them. I am-prepared to state the

experiment that Mr Mitchelson has caused

the Auckland Racing Club to try will eml

disastrously. 1 have many reasons for be-

lieving that the chief one is flic notoriety
the totalisator lias gained, ami will con-

tinue to do so. if . the Auckland Racing Club

p< rsists in excluding fhe bookmakers from

Ellerslie. Before com-luding. I would like
to point out the unceremonious way the
bookmakers were deprived of their calling.
It was done without a moment's notice.

Surely they deserved a timely one to al-
low them to provide for the change which

would have enabled them to make provision
tor their wives and families, ami taking
info consideration the amicable ami har-

monious feeling that previously existed be-

tween tile Auckland Racing Club and the

bookmakers." and in view of past services,
the bookmakers were entitled to a little

more consideration than they received.- I
am, etc.,

J. BECKETT.

WISE AND OTHERWISE.

(By “Old Salt.”)

Another attack upon the liberty of the

press. .After protracted litigation in the

Christ chut cli Courts between Warner’s,
Ltd., and the “Lyttelton Times” Pro-

prietary, a majority of the Kull Court

decides that the thunder hatching pro-
cesses of th** “Times” do disturb cer-

tain bedrooms and their contents, .and

directs that, in the future, the Archi-

midean lever must slip its fulcrum at an

hour m>t later than nine p.m.

Take he<*d. ye pressmen, scribes, and comps.
<)! mores! <•>!

When Inspiritidii’e Are divine.
Must be put out each night at nine. |

The warning Curfew. Warner!

Ftuni the other point of view, visitors

to Warner’s hostelry may consider

t licni-v!\es upon a good wicket. An un-

disturbed night *s "deep is 'desirable
at any time: but a man who returns to

Waruey’s after the “ball,” or one who

has been out on a bit of a “hat.” may
well congratulate himself that '•Warner

won the toss again.”

4* 4* 4»

Captain Scotland, of the s.s. Kumara,
which recently armed in Wellington,
explained, in reply to the complaint of

steerage passengers as to the quality of

the food supplied on the passage, that

when it was discovered that some of

the provisions were bad, others were

substituted. What more could the most

exacting require? It is my belief that

ships’ cooks spoil so much good food

they do not recognise bad when they
smell it. When serving, my apprentice-
ship in the Mercantile Marine I learned
the disabilities of a haughty stomach.

On “pork” days, which were, anti still

are. Mondays. Wednesdays, and Fri-

days. when Ihe pea soup was merrily

bubbling in the galley copper, with the

festive pork “bobbing up ami down” in

the middle of it. no matter if one were

working in the cross-trees, or on a royal
yard, one could detect the moment that

copper lid was lifted. As we used to

say. the smell was strong enough to

beat up to wind’ard; but nobody “dis-

covered the provisions were bad.”

4- 4* 5

A reminiscence occurs to me which

may be some comfort to the Kumara’s

passengers—it .is solacing to know that

things might have been worse. When on

a voyage to the East Indies the cook

spoilt us youngsters by indulging us

two or three times a week with that

deep sea luxury, “cracker hash”—this,
be it understood, is a hash in which

broken biscuits take the place of pota-
toes; the supply of vegetables was

generally exhausted about the second

week out. On the return passage (from
Calcutta. I remember, bound to Dine
dec) no cracker hash graced our board,
so a deputation, of which I was spokes-
man. waited upon t-he. cook, who, by the

way. was a Jamaica negro of more than

middle age. “Look here,. doctor, you

gave us cracker hash coining out: now,

we’re nearly three weeks out of the

river, ami have not ..seen a plate of it.
What’s the matter?” “Cawn’t make-a

cracker-hash,” hr mumbled: “caw n’t

break-a biscuit up. Beef all gone to .”

4* 4* 4*

’ In matters of diplomacy I do not

think the Chinese have much to learn,
even from their astute neighbours, the

Japs. The boycott of American goods
and attitude, which may fairly be class-

ed as one of passive resistance, have

wo nfor the Celestials, if not a victory
ever the U.S. Immigration Restriction
Mill, such a modification of the original
proposals as to alter the entire situa-

tion. President Roosevelt. in his latest

public utterance, says: “We come short

of our duty towards China, ami ought
to operate the exclusion law with ns

little harshness as possible, showing
every courtesy. consideration, and en-

couragement to the Chinese, and guar-

anteeing all. except coolies. the same

right of entry and the same treatment

as we guaranteed the citizens of any
other nation.” Surely this spells peace,
with honour to both parties. All that is

wanted now is an authoritative ruling
as to the proper and legal definition of

the word “coolie.” As far as I know,
from meeting Hitii as be in his. habit
lives, it simply means labourer, and if.

seems incredible that a democratic coun-

try will welcome to its shores the »ln<s

that toil not. neither spin, and exclude

1 ho-e who arc prepared Io earn tneir

bread in the sweat of their brows. While

waiting enlightenment upon this point,
it is interesting to note that quality,
shared by the nation and the individual,
the most desirable quality of - adapt-
ability which I might illustrate by
means of an anecdote. Towards the

close of the civil war a Northern skip-

per successfully ran the blockade of a

SQuthejn port with a cargo of shoe pegs,

only to discover that infantry' opera-
tions, had been almost abandoned, that

cavalry were bearing the brunt of Iha

fighting, and consequently, shoe pegs
were in a falli-ng market. Was the skip-
per debated? No, with true Yankee

Unwdness (and adaptability) he’ set

all hands to work, sharpened the blunt
ends, and sold them for oatbl

ORIGINAL VERSE.

Iler Majesty The Queen has been gra-

ciously pleased to accept a copy of the fol-
io wing poem:- - - < .

Our Southern Land.

“Give me a blessing, for Thou hast given
me a south land.” Judges 1. part of verse

15.

PROLOGUE —

••Give me a blessing,” Caleb’s daughter
cried

While humbly kneeling at her father’s

side;
“To me a southern land by fate is given,
A goodly dower bequeathed by thee and

I leaven:

Yet fields and cities, brooks ami murmuring
rills.

Broad flowing streams, rich valleys, vine

clad hills,
All these to me are nothing worth unless

Tlmu’lt deign thy suppliant loving child to

bless.”
Thus spake ths maid — her sire the boon

bestows:
Blessed in the name of Israel’s God. she

rose.

NEW ZEALAND'S PRAYER:

And as 1 pondered o’er this ancient talc,

I saw. methought, in vision dim ami pale,
New Zealand. Albion’s daughter, bend the

knee
To Him who rules o’er earth, and sky and

And ask a blessing, riches, honour, fame,
For those who’d sought her shores in Eng

land’s name.
•'Father above,” she cried, “This southern

land

Appeared ’mid ocean’s depths at Thy com-
mand:

Thou for Thy pleasure did'st these isles
create.

Help Britain’s, sons to make them truly
great..

Teach tl\em, O Lord, that lasting glory
springs

From those that mind not earth’s but hea-
venly things:

Show them that fame and greatness take
their rise

Not in proml buildings towering towards
the shies,

Not in the pomp of wealth ami sordid gain.
Nor freighted ships that plough the dis-

tant main:
Bet teach them. Lord, that nations rest

• secure
When all their thoughts and all their aims

.are pure—
O lead them onward with Thy guiding hand.
And bless' and prosper' this our southern

land!” ■

NEW ZEALAND’S WELCOME:

She ceased from prayer — again 1 heard
her voice

Greet Britain’s sons and bi dtheir- hearts

rejoice—-
“Hail, friends ami brothers, ye have wan-

de-ed far.

Ohl England’s bravo and sturdy race ye
are;

Hither as welcome travellers'have ye come
To found upon these distant shores your

home.

A sacred trust I place within your haml.
The future greatnessof this Southern land:
Here ’neath the bright and sunny Austral

Gcd waits to see fulfilled its destiny.
So strive, so live, while passing ages roll.
That Heaven may lead her on to virtue’s,

. goal:
And then, though kingdoms fall and men

decline,
New Zealand’s light shall still with bright-

ness shine;
hirst among nations whom the Lord will

bless.
Because her ways are ways of righteous-

ness.”

PRAYER OF THE COLONISTS;

Once more she ceased — and lo the sound

of prayer
Arose from England's sons assembled

there—

“God of our sires,” they cried. “Whose
guiding hand

Has onward led to fame our mother land.

Heirs of this beauteous isle beyond the sea

We now thy suppliant creatures bend the

Ami ask that in Thy own good time and
way

Thon’lt grant us all we need from day to
day.

May wre like ancient Israel safe recline,
Beiieath the tig tree’s shade and sheltering

vim*;
Our garners full and yielding plenteous

store,
Our wine and oil pressed down and run-

ning o’er:

May harvests prosper, may our flocks in-

crease.
And every home he filled with joy and

O lead us onward, till this land shall rise

A givater Britain ’neath these southern

CLAUD WILSON.

(Aged 17J years.)

Trafalgar Day.

Fame. with her trunqwt at her lips,
In Old St. J’aul's to-day,

Peals such a blast that all the world
Has turned to look that way.

Fame, with her trumpet at the grave
of Rugland's sailor son.

Over the laurel and the bay
A hundred years have run.

A hundred years whose waves have rolled
JI is words on every strand—

A hundred years whose winds have told
His. tab- to every land.

O great, and grim, and terrible
Are Britain's walls of steel—

Their flrm first course was laid right true
In the gallant victory's keel.

Thrice happy acoifri whose ! fall
So sot the globe aswing.

That all the bells of history
With one accord must ring.

And thus they peal, and thus they chime.
In peace or war's commotion—-

“Britannia,
Britannia rules the .ocean.” •

Thrice happy oak whose boughs w.rxed
strong,

In sun and rain spread wide;
Till they upbore the Empire’s weight

Upon Trafalgar's tide.

Of all the crafts of olden time
That ghastly glide the sea.

There is no ship so often seen
As Nelson's Victory.

With shattered mast, and battered poop.
And cockpit smeared with blood,

In every port, the Victory
Disabled rides the flood.

The sailor sees it looming dark

Against the moonlit sky:
The lonely shepherd holds his breath

As the phantom passes by.

The schoolboy mutters in Ins dream
Of signals down the line;

The veteran's hoarse “Ay, ay.” betraysHis thoughts are in “Auld Lang Syne*

The hero won bus wreath of bay—
Short life and deathless fame:

Gleams redly on the dizzy crag
Nelson's immortal name.

The spell of that high, parlous path
That leads to death and glory.

Is on us as again we trace

Trafalgar’s thrilling sto'y.

ROSTAN

Auckland, 21st Oct<<er, 1905.

Stranger: “Ls the cashier of the !<>•
cal bank a tall man?”

Native: “Physically speaking, yes.”
Stranger: “Physically speaking!” '
Native: “Yes; otherwise he is short

—something like fifty thousand dol-

lars. That’s why he has taken 8

trip abroad ” *

tv..-—

THE FIRST DETACHABLE PNEUMATIC tyres.

S Invented 1890.

H Sti" .RELIABILITY, >

| Unequalled DURABILITY, 1
f0>’ RESILIENCY. ■

Thoroughly Vulcanised. Will stand any Climate. | |
*

Sole Manufacturers —

THE NORTH BRITISH RUBBER CO. LTD.,
Castle Muis. EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND.
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