found .her & charming companion, he
" gemained in igworance of her past life,

Eight bells had struck and  hes, was
about to turn in, when the Captain in-
wited hiw to his cabin for a good-night
amoke. - “I have noticed you about with
the little circus rider,”” he said. “Can
you make out how she liappens to have
mhipped with such a crew?”

“It's & puzzle to me,” he replied. “She
is as much out of her element with fhat
gang as a fish out of water. Have you
had any talk with her?”. .
+. “Quite a louy one thiz morming, and
she struck me as a thoroughbred, and
trying to make the best of a bad bar-
gain. 1 expect I slhull have to help her
get back to the States™ T

A quartermaster knocked at the door
and reported the Isancs light in sight,
and the captain excused himself to lay
the course fur the llole in the Wall
“Mea like o mirrer and not a cloud in
the sky,” he sail when he returned,

ht is comfortable about here,
for the sponging schooners don't waste
any woney on 0il, aml the whole crew,
incloding the look-out, has the hablit of
going to sleep at the same time.”

They finished their cigars,- and the
Idle Man rose to sy good-night, when
there was a vielent jar which threw
him from his feet. 1le was huli stunned
by the fall, bt ennscious of a rgsping
noise and the trembling of the xhip,
and by the time he reached the deck the
Captain was on the 1 idge, Fiving rapid
oxiers, which the officers, most of them
but parily dressed, wers earrying olt.
The ‘engines lad heen stopped and the
only sonnd of machinery was the whit-
r'm;; of the dypamos. - The sailors. npder
perfect control, were afveady ripping the
canvas cavers from the lifeboats aud pre-
puring to swing them out, and the cap-
tain came down from i bridge- - *

“The passengers will be on deck in
& minute; Iwlp me to keep them from
making fools of themselves,” he said to
the Idle-Man. As he spoke a horde of
grimy “figures, mast of them bave to the
waist, pourel from the forward com-
panivnway, and made & determined Tush
for the newrest lifcboat, but the eaptain

. inteércepted them; cupatan bar in hand,
and. without wasting words, dropped it
on the heag of the leader, whe fell like
a pole-axed-ox. Three or four of the
othiers tumbled over themselves in their
haste, and when one of the officers joined
the-captain, revolver in hand, the stok-
era slunk Dack to the bow, and the cap-
tain ordercd a sailor to throw the ome
bhe bad knocked down into-a ealin.

<Pt kill the first man that tries to
pet info a bout without orders,” roarcd
the captain. “If we have o abanden
ship, there will be voom enough for all”

“Fhe frightened passengers, in’ all
stages of wndress, were  coming from

their eabina, some of them making fran- -

tic effurts to adjust life-belis, and others
elinging to hustily gethered bundles of

- you
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clothing and valuables. The Idle Man
.and the ship’s - ufficers passed among
theny, reassuring and guisting thenr; and
a Rharp speech from the eaptsin impresa-
~ed them so that a panie was averted.

“We- luve struck saomething, probmbly
o derelict, but the injury is confined to
the bow, snd there in wuier in only the
forward compariment. There are six
compariments in the ship. and any three
of them witl keep us gfoat. 1 shull have
the boats luwered @s u mutter of préeau-
tion, but if you will keep your heada
there will be no danger to wnyone.” The

“Idle Man had made an  unsucesssful
searcll for the ligh school rider in the
crowd, but lic finally found her standing
near the eompanionway which leq to the

tween decks.  Nhe A drexsed in an ul-
ster. which eame nenrly (o her feet, and
her fauce was very pale. - .

“Apg we in great danger?” she asked,
gnxionsly. )

“In none at all,
beiter get vewdy to Jeave
veplisd, . - .

“And Marplot; must T leave him ta
drown like a rat in w trap?” -

“[ don’t belicve that anyone, man orv
beast, will even get wet, bug the cap-
tain muy arder the passengrrs inlo the
boats a4 A matler of precaution, and, in
spite of AMarplot™s perfeet manuers, they
would probably object to hin as a eom-
panion in sucit elose quarters.  1f the
ship is abaudentl 1 will try to have him
dropped averboarit, and I sure e ean
swim to a small quay which lies within
Tl a mile.”

Hhe looked np at him gratefully, and,
thanking him for his Kinduess, went be-
low Lo dress. |

Thie night. was one of anxiety for nll on
Boaved, Tt a caveful exumination con-
firmed the first report, that the ship was
in no danger of  sinking. but  firmly
wedged on a corval veef and helpless, in
gpite of ilke hundreds of horpe power in-
tent in ler great hoilers, The Idle Man
found' the caplain and the first officer in
consultatioie in the chart room. .

“The charts  and  sailing  directions
show hetter tham eight futhoms here,™
said the eaplnin ruefully, “amd, many
times as I have sailed over this course, X
never heard of a reef in thiz puosition.
1 we can _get help before bad - weather
Aebs in we ean lighter” the cargo and get
the ship off. I could jettison the cargo
now, but there ‘is nearly a - million dol-

I thiuk, lmtr_\'uu Thad
the ship,” he

T Yars” worlh of stufl on boavd. When the

Bahamn wreckers hear of it ‘they will
ke dowu on us like n flock of vultures,
aml if I ean eharter one of theiv schoo-
ners T owill senid to Key West for help.
Homeone will have to go with it, aul, as
they will try to prevent outside help
from reaching us, he will be Tuekz if he
cdon’t get his thront ent an the wa)

“I1 take those chances,'” said the Tdle
Map, “if you will let me gn.”

Y ou den't wudderstand navigation, and
they would take you *way off the convse.
Ave you willing to run the risky” le
asked, turning to the ofticer. :

SUIE warrant e nigger  erew will do
me up if U'm awake,” was the reply, 1t
o
West, Sufe enongh”

SPurn in, then, and git what ‘steep
¢nm, for you will need to keep both
eyes open o ihe eruise.”

. When daylight came they sighted
small schooner within a mile
anrd as she enme =lowly np with fhe
light Drecze they could wxee that  she
carried a el 1Avger rew than was

&

mecded for her navigation and the num- -

i get a.schooner I'H moke Key

of thrn,-

ber of smull boats stowed on her deck

N 1

for October 21, 1905

»

rope ladiler which they luwered for Lim,
. The Captuin proposed to charter fhe
schooner {o carry an officer 10 Key
. Wesl,- bty although he offered u lan
1.~ '

_Bum the negro vetus
“E mink plent§ mon
he suid, grinning, "I
one big ship strike dis rock,
tone come 1 no go 'way.”?
“You Dbloody pirate?” shoulel the
Captlain. Do you mean te say that
*¥ou kiew about this reef and did aot
reporl. it?’  Rowley stepprl back from
- the menacing #kt of the Captain nml
saw  that the way to the rall wax
* clear.
* *Teo many ¥ears ago, when T was
pickuninuy, one big ship wil conl =
- bere. I dive many times to ler, an
ebety year eoral cober ller mo'. CNpase
¥o' all tak water glaxs, you' sve meme
maxt vet.”
~And you have been ronsling avonml
heve like a wvalture, waiting: for  a
ship 1o strike it ¥ roavedd the Caplain,
his fuce red with passion. I ought to
string you up 1o the yavdarm™” Hav-
ing gotten under fall hequlway  his
languape for the next few minutes
wowild have made his renurks to the,
harbourmanter Jike a Cheistnes ol
Ly comparison, anid- the negro kept dis-
creetly out of Qits reael, waiting for his
ruge to abate. lle was interrupted by
howls of agony, aud 1he sec
vaur a2 burly negro along the d
1eft haml twisted in 1he collar
prisoner’s jacket, w hiz right
Jubbing n sharp pronged tousl into
part of the negen's anatomy wineh was
coveredd oniy with thin dnek t
The jacket tore in his hand
negre made a wild laxh overboa

here too soon.”
t Tong time Toh
Now, she

of his
wils
H

as ke climlbil over the rvaik of  the
schooner they could see that his {row-
sers wore streaked with blowl. -

“That nigwer must have dived unier
the ship and come up by the port buat
fnlls,” said the cor. L founcl him at
the halyards trying to pull down 1he
Hag, He had an FEnglish fag swuder
Nis jacket. Bot FI bLet he wishes it
had been in the seat of his panis”

The high pressuce of the “eaplain’s
rage wis rediced by the safety valve af
expluokive longuage, aund le Tauwghed
he tarned 1o Lowley. o

“You see what happens to vo
wlten they eome aboard. 1) ereify
next one” .

- Rowley was abduypie in his vefnsal to
clharter 1iis schovuer, but nnother one
so0on appearsd whose owner was open
to persuasion, and the bavgain wy
made, The kdle Man went in the boat

IeT
thie

51

_which feok the. st ofer o lier, awd
LW h?ll‘llli.ﬁ.'l\h' Dim ke a omavk oa (he
Bhout feet din Eront of
w The- crew
tirst oy of themw who
he vrtienel to Lhe sh
the selwooner would rer
if the ofteer  could  leep

ame aft of il
cominved
Key West
awiake.

. Life o Alie sty

led ves<el went o3

mwrh as waml, = 15 thr passcngera
were cowevvided. Their meals were sepv-
ed o time, nml they speat the day in
Toaling abowt the d rprvaliting ax
to . when and how reliel wonld  wenel

Fhe Iitle Man and the high sehool
wuaod wutehing the brilinnt . eo'-
ours of the waler, when they wers joi-
wib by the eaplgin, .

lrem.

"1 wm going e nan

an el t et
nr o d

A 1 ps owhen o -
fted wit it viil le. her

et th
bow o the Ligh tide.  Yow lava

e somphe af wint dhe wreelers
o had old pirate youder, and
eatire oot onnes up T oshall
Buve Lo impres the men
1o Hght 1l ol
not lel the an
she ashel Ll
will bhave Aurplot s
will lesnl woeavaley <1

Slaodt 1 oappo
Tor marines, bot.
frer a real one, 1
Frama 1h i now. atsd we em oeonnt
27 of 1hen, tns nrore {hany 490
men, aad g e )
ol thenr 1T 1ltem off
ax deagr as mve sleam up, it {hey
workl eosh the ship wihoont that pro-
teelinn.” . -

Flere was a
alengsiche, amb walkiog 1o 11
aaw fhe faila™s dummivs ©
el of the ciege po The vaplain cx-
pl ed that they werr vl ome ol -
of Hitle vahwe, =0 he il ondered then
over,  They watelhied them as
Abey xank slewsy. leir bheavy iren stand-
avds making Flean assame gn upright

had g
Tk

lonse an
. CIF yon
it on ab ek L
inst 4l

are mosl

SRS i

rail,
ng 1thrown

e il Ahe elvar warer softeniue
their onudeness and giving them- o ve

lifelike appearmnee. .
"l makes me feel ax if we were al-
remly caploretk Ly the piates nnd the -
first of the erew made 1o walk 1he
plank,”” she sail, tarking Lo the eap--

1 . .,

heve s apl to be considerable of o

serimmage before il comes e Ahat™ hn

repaied, smiling geimly. have ,sent
ihe sipwards around to k ihe male
WasengerTs 10 weet e in 1he smoking-
rouni. 1 want te explin the situstion

BIRD'S CUSTARD.

IRD’S
CUSTARD

7
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PowDER

Completely supersedes the use of Egps
inthe preparation of High-class Custard
—Cireatly increases {he popularity of alt

The orew -

proved her 1o e o spenger.
wis composed of nexroes, who were jah-

is the_sne_thing needed

with 211 Canned,

]

beving ievlating, wnl the hebus-
man seemed the only ene o hoard whae Bottled, or Stewed | Syeel Dishes. The unfailing resource of
was attemling 1o The  schooner, | He i'”111_'5- It cnhim_ccs every successiul Hosiess.
was a magnificent  specimen  of man- - their flavour and im- :
hool, Llack chuny, awl the calour of % parts to them a grate- PICH IV NUTRIMENT— DELICATE iN TEAYOUR. H
hix skin contrsted sharply with the - 1 ful mellowness. . b
siow white wool whicll eoversll his NO EGGS! NO RISK! "D T“OUBLE! ?
hies . - Lo

wookl Rowlesv,” said the Btorakespars ¢an obtain supplies of Bird's Custard, Bird's Con- f‘

as the schaoc

T ™I cantrated Egf, Bird's Baking and Bird'a 8lance-Mangs Powders,
a

» from nll the laadlng Wholasale Housss,

C. F. F. ALLAN,

alongside,

FORGET — tlie worst old pivate in the  spenging
THE ! 2 Spang” He twrned to an oflicer stioading

nenr Liny,  “Sladien o half dosen omen
with capston bavs slong heee and don’t
wer on boaed, Uk their

You Just save onéHall of your
Couod every line you ube
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LORNE STREET,
QIN":::RHOTII.' Au GKLAH n

] raes fried
Tnit were knovked
aid elinlwsl on ko the

help A duzen of
to clamber on’bonrd,
off iitta the wate

sehooner, pplutteving aml ruwbhing their Unbreakal fiteel VICTORY RANGE. ST OVE, OVEN AND TOHTARLE BOILIII
- Toomg T - P Munnf wen RAN GER, with or wlibyut Bollers. or ffted

. o . Bingly or Duubie
Iy putes, HOT WATER Yuru wood ur todl  large Slock Other

MY FIIM.

wit LATES
Mew and fe

hi na go, Rowl shouted  Alim A-haud Yanges wlweys o hand. Ol Stoyvea Errbaogrd
“ealthh'll & Nounshm__g _ Captain. | “There will _be_po’lovting. of - Qrave Fehors avd fropwork of ecery deacrl ption at vhotfesl autice
e - thie s © Tong  a th Mta ol !l;lﬁ‘t;‘%[i::.gna‘ﬂi&gn"'}:’u,"rllm\'"uh\.\‘u[-:s nre "l" ome flu_l.g:hl.\l;l) lhln'l‘l-‘dl.s jand .
A M B R X b roughoni g . o, Th, = 3
« o THE IDEAL.. "~ Stripes aré” over her, but if you will Rangen. ughnnt fhe eah ty gent o " Heher

SOLE MAKER AND PATHNTEE OF

ALLAN'S PATENT FPORTABLE BAKER'S OVEN.

CHARGES MODERATL

come wlone I will give ¥ou n ehanee in

make a Lt of winney honestle Fhi

old negro -grinned and, giving the til-
ler to enc of the crew, climbed up the

COLD WEATHER DRINK

WEPAIRS OF EYERY DESCRIFTION.



