
centre uf the plate, while the borders

are decorated with aratiesques in various

shades of blue, sometimes heightened
with touches of white and golden brown.

The colon! • found >n Pv>aro ware arc

maiiganeM*. green, yellow, black ami co-

balt blue, with a beautiful lustre which

lias a changing effect in colour. The

majolica of Siena is often decorated with

grote*<pH’s or .scroll-work in blue and

white on a yellow orange or black ground.
The ma jolica produced at t allaggiolo
usually has a decoration of green and
purple or orange and Indian red on a

cobalt blue ground, with a purely white
glaze, and is very similar to that made

at b’orli. I rhino majolica, as a rule, has

delicate arabesques, grotesque figure- and

floral scrolls in orange, green and blue

on a white ground; the finest pieces are

not lustred.

Lustre ware is stoneware or crockery
having surface ornamentation in

metallic colours. The various kinds arc

gold bistre, silver lustre platinum lus-

tre. and copper lustre.

VISIT TO TAUPO TOTARA TIM-

BER CO ’S MILL AT MOKAI.

(By the “Graphic’*” Special Photo-

grapher.’)

The -eii leiiieiti or tow nship of Mokai

Is at present very little known to the

outside world, ami this is to be little

vvt ndcred al. seeing that less than

three years ago there was no such

place in existence, and even now let-

ters, unless legibly addressed, are apt to

go astray, ami find their way To Mokau.

.Mokai is situated about seventeen

miles from Taupo, and seventeen from

Putaruru, on the Rotorua-Auckland

lint*, with which [dace it is connected

by a private rail, ami lies on the north-

west of a va>t lotara bush, many thou-

sand acres in extent.

The Taupo Totara Timber Company
has acquired this I’arge tract of country,
Aind has e-lablished a sawmill on an

extensive seale, with all the most ap-

piovel ami up-to-date labour-sa vinig
appliances, mostly of American design.
Hence the origin of Mokai. I took the

4»pp<jrl unit y of visiting this interesting
4p<it in couHpany /with Mr

’Murdoch \h la an, 1he contractor for

the new railway, who very kindly pilot-
ed me through.

We left i’utaruru about 10.30 a.m.

one bright frosty morning, the train

consisting of an engine, three truck-,
mid an Old Wellington horse (ram car,

labelled “Cuba-street.” I cannot say that
the country we passed through would

evoke mmh admiration from a pictorial
point of view; being for the most part
pumice land. w»lh stunted fern ami ti-

tree. Only once was the monotony
broken by about half a mile or so of

bush, ami here we had to bid farewell

to old “Cuba-street,” and gel on to an

open trmk. drawn by another engine,
■.which look us round the side of hills

‘with many a shurp bend, till at length
we reached the Waikato River, over

which we crossed on the largest single
span wooden bridge in the colony. Here

we disembarked, and as it w as grow ing
very cohl. I remarked llrat 1 would be

glad to get near the lire- ‘’Devil a

lire you’Jl get this night,” rejoined my

companion, and alas, thi> o.ily proved
too true! 1 leaned myself over a

*T*ei fv.l. n” oil Move, which w »-» cook-,

ing our evening repast, and by seven

o dock, 1 felt fairly comr♦naoie. On

retiring fur th.* a bed was made

up for me on the lloor, with plenty of

sacks and rugs, but nothing would keep
me warm. Verily, (.(plain Edwin w•*>.*»

too severe on ns.

The next morning all the country
was white with a heavy frost. We were

up* at six o’clock, and after a hearty
breakfast, made for the train. We all

got on the engine for warmth, and I

was given a -rat -alongside the boiler,

whereat I inwardly rejoiced. Our course

was very tortuous, as we wound

round the hills. e\e. rising higher ’and

higher, till at length we reached the
rail-head, where two gangs of men were

working hard, one pulling oil* the old

wooden rails, and the other following
them inp with the iron rails. A short

walk -ami we reached the old engine
“Climax,” which has drawn many and

many a load of Limber from the bush,

♦and after a short ride of about throe

miles, we arrived at Mokai, just in

time for dinner.

With that utter disregard for the

feelings of mankind in general -and

photographers in particular, which I

have so often noticed, the weather

showed sign- of a change, and before

two hours had p.»>-cd. the sky. so blue

ever since leaving Auckland, became

overcast, and for the few days of my

stay in the bush tin* weather was any-

thing but photographic.
Air Eorsdick. the manager of the mill,

proved an admirable host, and made me

very comfortable. He also showed me

over the mill, and explained the various

pieces of machinery. Ono morning he

took me up a tram line for about three

miles into the bush, where the timber
was being felled. Four stalwart men

were in the act of felling a line totara.

A “scarf.” or wedge shaped cut. is made

in the tree on the side on which it is

to fall, after which a cross-cut saw is

put in behind, and when it has cut suffi-

ciently deep iron wedges are driven in

till the tree overbalances, and falls with

a thundering roar. It is a line sight
to witness. The trunk is then cut into

suitable length- where it lies. The un-

dergrowth is cleared away, and a strong
wire rope (see photograph No. 3), at-

tached to each log in turn, is connected

with a powerful hauling engine situated
at the tram nrils. A portable electric

communication is established between

the engine and the workmen in the bush.
All being ready, a pressure on the but-

ton gives the signal. The engine whis-

tles in return and commences hauling.
To get over the ditliculty of guiding the

log round the various bends in the

track, an ingenious system of blocks

has been devised, and by this means

the log is kept in its proper course. On

leaching a corner the electric bell sig-
nals “Stop!” The rope is then detached

from the block and attached to one

higher up. A press on the button sets

the engine starting again- and so on

till the tram-line is reached. And now

another labour-saving appliance comes

into use. Instead of oiiiploying the old
and laborious method of jacking the

logs on to the trucks, a. pair of gigantic
hooks (photograph No. 4), sus-

pended from aloft, is lowered, and the

points are driven into either side of

the log, which is then hoisted by the

engine, previously referred to, and low-

ered on to the trucks placed to receive

them. llev, presto! What was once

the work of hours now becomes a ques-
tion of mimites! When three logs are

lowered on to their respective trucks,
and tirmlx secured and coupled together,
a workman takes his position on the

hiiulrrmost one. the engine sets them
in motion, and away they go by gravita-
tion right dow it to the mill, three miles

away, in a space of six or seven min-

utes. By a clever contrivance a single
movement of a lever applies a brake to

eight of the wheels simultaneously, thus

enabling tin* workman to regulate the

speed to a nicety. Arrived at the mill,
the logs are discharged by means of

jacks, and broken down (that is, cut

longitudinally through the centre by an

upright saw), and thence conveyed into
the mill. And here another contrivance,
new to this country, and known at the

mill as the “nigger,” rolls the log into

any desired position on the travelling
bench, on which it is cut up into vari-

ous sizes.

The empty trucks are in the mean-

time dra n up ngain into the bush by
hui>i-s, and the same process is repealed
over at d ove r again. Nearly all the
avai'abk' timber is either totra or ma*

tai, by far the greater proportion being
totara.

To show the eoulidenee the company
lias in this undertaking, in addition tn

the expense of making the railway al-

ready referred to, a township his been

laid out. rows of workmen’s cottages
have been elected, a butcher’s simp and

large general store are in full swing, 2

football ground has been provided w here

matches are played weekly in the sea-

son. the building of a social hall is in

contemjilatioii, so that the comfort and

entertainment of the community has not

been overlooked by the company, which

has been enterprising enough to start

this impor aqt industry.
At the present time the output at the

mill is about 20,000 feet per day. and
when the company has all its machinery
erected this quantity will be doubled.

HUDSON’S

BALLOON BRAND
BAKING POWDER

IS ABSOLUTELY FREE FROM

Starch, Arrowroot, or

Other Adulterations,,

ASK JfOR

BALLOON ' BRAND
AndBeware of Imitations.

• Obtainable Rbtaii,nt ali Stores.

fflj Walloon BRAMD rL " holesalk from a'l Provision Merchants, and from

F. J. COOPER, Chemist,
121 VICTORIA STREET. AUCKLAND.

THE WALLET CARD

FOR THE XMAS AND TOURIST SEASON.

PRICE 6d. - - POSTAGE jd.

A Panoramic and Three Post Cards combined. Neat and Artistic. Hand Tinted.

Absolutely New.

EXQUISITE VIEWS of Auckland, Maori Haka, Maori War Canoe, Whakarew*
rewa, Wainiangu Geyser, Wanganui, Taranaki, Dunedin, Queenstowa,

Prom al! Stationers. Order Early. 15,000 sold in one week.

THE NEW ARTISTIC POSTCARDS.
AUCKLAND HARBOUR BY MOONLIGHT.

From Photographs by Sir John Logan Campbell

Six Views, Price 6d.

MAORI MAIDS and MAORI CHIEFS .ARTISTICALLY TINT&U

SIX IN A PACKRX. PRICE Gd.

A REVOLUTION IN THE TEA TRADE! A. A A CRUSADE AGAINST EXCESSIVE PROFITS 11

IT HAS COME AT LAST!!!
A HIGH GRADE TEA at a. REASONABLE PRICE.

ONLY ONE QUALITY. THE BEST
the old-fashioned prices of 21-or 1 4 10 ONLY ONE PRICE
for a good tea and 16 for an inferior M M m M m ______ ____

“QftVFDFIGN” TF7I 16

i/6 kjWLKLIvIn ILA
„,.,k

■
j and 10-16. tins.

AND HERE IT IS mi i ii AT ALL GROCERS AND STOREKEEPERS

Wholesale only from

IRVINE & STEVENSON,
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