
and Uffizi collections of Florence, and

the marvels of the Vatican and great
collections of Roman nobles, besides the

German and other continental galleries.
Well indeed may the critic-badgered
New Zealand student say. ‘’Remember

what 1 lack!” Yet New Zealand, too,
let it riot be forgotten, has its advan-

tages. Those who can enjoy the glories
of art on the walls of the Trafalgar
Square gallery do not open their eye
daily on the glorious vista of the danc-
ing waters of the Waiteinata. and can-

not at a moderate expenditure, as we

can, enjoy the beauties of our matchless

forests and our incomparable gorges, or

the sublimities of our mountain scenery.

Wherefore we can go forward with con-

fidence, and also. too. with a quickening
of the pulses at our possibilities, at

the life which can. which may, nay,

which must (for we must make it so),

lie before the Auckland Society of Arts

and kindred societies of the South.

A FIRST GLIMPSE ROUND

With an apology for the foregoing

prosing, one may now take a first glimpse
round at the pictures, and after the

casual sweep of the eyes has given a

foretaste of the feast of colour await-

ing, and revealed ihe fact that the num-

ber of large, or, as they arc sometimes

quaintly termed, ’’important." canvases

is greater than usual, attention will at

once be gripped by the very much

greater proportion than of yore which

falls to gendre. figure studies, and to

portraits of merit. Land and sea scapes,

as they always must in New Zealand,
and as is natural and desirable they
should still occupy the mass and ma-

jority of. space on the walls in both

water-colour and in oil, but the por-

traits are unquestionably a feature of

tlici year. The very great increase in

the number of works submitted to the

hanging committee is. of course, a sub-

ject for congratulation. Many have,

however, to be hu’ng outside, and while

it is no doubt a burden grievous to be

borne to be rejected, yet that way im-

provement lies. No doubt, some leni-

ency must naturally be exhibited, but

that it is in the best interests

of all that the standard should

be high is unquestionable. Re-
member, O hot-headed and tumult-

uously indignant aspirant at the al-

tars of Art, that you see your picture
through wrong spectacles. If you have
the courage, place it away for, say, five

years, then look at it again, and if you
have studied and profited by rejection,
you will thank the gods who guard re-

ception committees from the folly of

kindly weakness, and say, ‘’How on

earth did I ever want to exhibit that!”

To return, however, to our portraits.
To these; as io other pictures in detail,
we shall have to return later, but it may
be said that Mr Goldie’s “Portrait of ft

Lady” (Mrs Street, of Parnell) is, so

far as technical ability is concerned, one

of the finest exhibitions of skill this

gifted artist has yet given us, and which,
while lacking the same popular interest,

may yet rank as high, if not even higher,
than the Maori studies by the same

painter, one cr other of which will as-

suredly and deservedly be selected by
the public as “the picture of the year.”
Mr Goldie has put in a strenuous and

tremendously energetic year, ami shows

many pictures, to which we shall refer

again, but Auckland and the Society
may certainly lx* congratulated on an

artist who place?) in amongst other such

notable works as this p rfrait and the

“Study of a Laughing Maori.” That

This last approaches, if it does not abso-

lutely attain, genius, who will deny?
H is magnetic, captivating, irresistible;
one positively must laugh too—and all

the artist knows in technique here finds
its fullest and most successful scope.
More popular pictures of Maori life Mr

Goldie has probably painted -exhibits,
indeed, in this exhibition but nothing
finer in its way. And here for a time
we must leave Air Goldie, whose work
will require much attention.

In artistic importance. and such

merits as will appeal more strongly to

1 he professional than the lay mind, is

the comparatively small but exceedingly
clever oil by a Southern contributor.

Miss I). L. Richmond, “La Place

de Geusclin” (probably in a Brit-

tany town). It is an autumn

scene in a square of that name,
and the figures of some children play
round the statue of the mighty Bertrand,
most famous of French knights of chi-

valry. .A helmeted Chasseur and his

sweetheart are looking at the statue,

while, under 1 he warm-tinted autumn-
leaved trees, works some mothers or

nursemaids, the background being the

houses of the square. In lighting, in com-

position, and in assurance, decision, and

ease of style, the picture quite ad-

mirable. and one on which the spectator
may spend more than passing interest

and remark.

Coming, back to local artists, it is

pleasant to note that unquestionably
one of the most successful and most am-

bitious oils of the year is by Mr. Frank

Wright. “A Dusty Day” is probably the

best oil painting we have had from this

faithful exhibitor and tried friend wf the

society, who usually prefers ihe water

medium for his favourite subjects. Tim

picture is an example of the educative*
and suggestive value of first-class woiks

purchased from the galleries of the Old

Country, for it is certain that Mr.

Wright has felt the infinence of Mr.

Arushy Brown’s line painting in the

Mackclvie collection, and has very suc-

cessfully attempted something in • the

same style himself. Not that Mr. Wright
has copied Mr. Brown’s picture or his
idea in tho slightest degree: but just as

one writer will influence ami improve
the stylo of another, so has Mr. Wright
come under the spell of the Home ar-

tist. The composition of the picture i-*

happy, and it displays the tine artist’s

faculty for seizing on a beautiful “hit,”
and com erting it into a picture, where

ihe average individual would have seen

nothing out of the common. It shows a

country road, probably in tho Waikato;
ihoro is a sunny sky, and the trees •pop-
lars, one imagines) are in thejv freshest

green. Some cattle, happily placed, are

wandering down the sunlit road, kick-

ing up the dust, an effect extremely
difficult to achieve, and un overcoming
which Mr. Wright may be congratulated.
In the background are tho distant ran-

ges. Tho picture is a beautiful one, and

will be admired. To Mr. Wright’s sev-

eral beautiful water colours we shall

refer later.

Mr. E. M. Payton sends a number of

his admirable water colour pictures of

charming New Zealand scenery. To

these attention must be d<voted ’.n fu-

ture articles, but it may he remarked
now that a delightful bend on the

Tokaanu river, and catalogued umhr

that name, ami a brilliant little gem <>t
some pohutukawas in full bloom (on

tho Lake beach, one imagine-), are not

amongst the least attractive.

Mr. Steele’s portrait of Mrs. Emlean
is a most striking likeness of that lady,
but does not in some ways reach the

standard at one time >et by an aWist
who in the past gave u- such pictures as

“The Story of a Saddle" and “ihe Last

Stand of Starlight.” and many others.

There are notable exhibits by Mr.

Walter Wright. Mr. T. 1.. Drummond.

Mr. Trenwith, and several other well-

known local and Southern exhibitors,
and also by some newcomers, no’ably
Mr. Wallace and Miss Hutton, which

should in justice r<- referred to in this

preliminary article, but tin limits of

space have already been over-stepped,
and remarks on woTks of these must, be

left to future issues.

Mr. Waller Wright’s m<»t notable ef-

fort this year is his effective and charac-

teristic canvas. “On the Wai pa" (No.
27). The setne depicted is a common on*

on the beautiful river named, as also < n

the Waikato. Two Maori canoes in

charge of the women folk of the com-

munity have been on a fern gathering

expedition, and are leisur.lv returning
across the river, the occupants of the

canoes chatting as they paddl.• across

the stream. It is summer time, and the

fact that it is a hfiizingly hot day i*

well indicated by the peculiar intense

blue of the sky. reliev’d by two tiny
fieecy clouds of extreme white—the k: al

peculiar to the warm days of high sum-

mer tide, and that oily placidity of

water which is seldom olwrvul. save

under conditions of extreme heat. An ar-

tist who positively revels in brilliant
colouring, Mr. Walter W’right, has on

this occasion put what must have been

for him a severe retrain! on himself, for,
though the subject lends itself to posi-
tive exuberance iij this matter. Air.

Wright is semi in far less flamboyant
mood than usual. T’l’.e sky is brilliantly
blup. but the reflected colouring of the

river is far more subdued than is usual

with Mr W’right: and one just wonders

if the picture would have been even hap-
pier painted in the artist’s more natural
or. to put it, differently, best known

style. however. this max be. and it is

:i question the artist himself could alon*
decide upon, the result, as it is, is quite
excellent, and Mr. W right has furnished

another typically Now Zealand picture,
which is quite up to previous standards,

though it does not. perhaps, surpass the

happiest of his former cffoits.

Mr. T. 1.. Drummond i-. again an ex-

hibitor but has almost rcl:n<jiiislu <1 bis

favourite subject of sea. Miere. and blue

bouklers for inland subject . The more

successful of these is, perhaps, the sun-

set seme on ihe Wanganui River, which

is an attractive little subject pleasantly
handled. It displays no great advance

on previous work by the same artist, bu !
it. is free from “slackness,” and while it
w ill not, perhaps, notably » nhanee Mr.
Drummond’s reputation, it will at least
not detract from it.

No. — T’he Approichii’g Thun
derstorm. In this Mr. Drum-

mond is rather less successful,

and exception may. we think, be

taken to tho handling of the sky,
with its vivid blue, overtopping a lower
strata of what appears to be tin* thun-
derstorm clouds of .extraordinary lump-

green hue. Either colouring almm would

have been more convincing, but in con

junction they are, even if as S im (a
point on which ihe artist c,m always i.‘

taliate) not altogether felicitous even

if legitimate in a picture.
Miss Hodgkins, of Duiirdin. is well

represented by pictures which will cer-

tainly enhance her reputation as a

water-colour artist. No. 19.5, “A Dutch

Housewife,” a somewhat impressionistic
study of an old peasant poli.-hing i
metal jar, is probably the best as it is

certainly flu* most andritious of
works submitted by tins talented artist.

The painting is broadly done, and ill.*

effects are produced with boldness and
certainty of touch and brush work, which

shows that Miss Hodgkins is fairly, and

legitimately, confident of her mastery of

tho medium. 189, “Iler First Market,”
is a nice piece of composition, pleasantly
and effectively handled, and siigge-tive of
of humour withal, while 233 “ I he (hide

Delft,” is notable for its brilliant colour

ing, which would make it a delightful
companion in any room.

The pastels of Miss Hutton are r*allv
notable achievements for a young artist,
the one hung in the main gallery » No.

230 i being by far the .. <>-” 'J/T*
ing an amount of delicacy in culoiii.Yg
and clev* r “dodge work" alnio-t astonish-
ing tn so receiil an exhibitor. The light-
ing on the face, from ! eneatli. is obviously
artificial, but i> well treated, and tho
only inipi’oveineiit <>n • van sugge-t is tho

modification of the extreme high light
on the tip of the n<»e. It gives a coini-

j A T TKTEJ OCEANIC STEAMSHIP
*

and Ak Lllne company

LONDON via San Francisco IN 28 DAYS.

SPECIAL WINTER EXCURSIONS
To YOSEMITE VALLEY and MONTEREY (Del Monte)

By the following FAVOURITE 6000 TON TWIN-SCREW STEAMERS:

SONOMA VENTURA SIERRA

July 14th August 4th August 25th

YOSEMITE VALLEY. The Wonder Garden of the World, in the heart of the Sierra,
Nevada Mountains, 160 miles due east of San Francisco, and 4000 feet above sea level. The
floor of tho valley is a meadow-like tract, seven miles long by one half to a mile in width.
Its walls rise almost vertically to a height of 3000 to 5000 feet above its floor, and on route to

its entrance is the famous MARIPOSA GROVE OF BIG TREES, some of which are 400 feet
high with a base circumference of HO feet.

MONTEREY (Def Monte).— Located here is the famous Hotel Del Monte which i
▼isited. annually by tourists from all parts of the world. Monterey is 125 miles south of San

Francisco, on Monterey Bay, Southern California, the land of sunshine ami outdoor life
and sport.

FARES -Inclusive of American Rail, Hotel and Steamer Fares—

YOSEMITE and RETURN (first class), - dE72
MONTEREY and RETURN (first class), ----- £65

The trip may be prolonged if desired.

Write or apply for guide books and full information to

HENDERSON & MACFARLANE, Agents,
CUSTOMS and QUEEN STREETS.

’spehgerl
I

PIANOS !

JOHN SPENCER & CO.
By Special Appointment

Pianoforte iqal\ers to H.R.W.

the Princess of Wales.

OVER 3000 SOLO
IN NEW ZEALAND.

New Models, just landed, from £4O,

Or,

On tho Hire System of Purchase, from

£1 4s. a month.

SOLE AGENTS—

London & Berlin Piano Co.

SHORTLAND STREET.

FRY’S
“FIVE BOVS”

MilkChoiritate
Guaranteed to be flaiiu-

tactured from the Purest

Chocolate and the Purest

Milk

OBTAINABLE EVERYWHtCE.

IN THREE SIZES, viz..

Id. Cakes, 3d. Cakes, anfi

6d. Cakes.

MANUFACTURED SOLELY BY

J. 8. FRY & SONS
(Establishud 1728),

The Oldest and Largest Manufacturers

of Cocoas and Chocolates,
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