w."You have only to order ms, your ma-
Jeaty” faltercd the girl. -+ ‘ou have uuly-
zu order, I will obey.” <

¢ The king seemed “to roise himself from:
& reverie, -

“Ouder you, mmh-mui-u-lle ”
last.
heaven! thet F should wikh to do, Come
lel us tulk for o moment of something
else.  Thoxe ure  beautiful pearls you
are  wearing,” -, . .

Xenia glancod  down at the ewels
ing on hee white throat and smiled.
They were given to we, sive,” she snid

Tie anid at

hghl] .
~Alt a handsome pift, l'h' \\Imm. in-
tervupted the king, with an air of in-

terest— if 1 may he addal

TiLcicualy,
¥ “Hy o he
sire.” .

The monarch nodded,  “Ah, it was
she, [ rememler, who introduced you
to our eonrt. ls it not sod”

“Yen, your majesty.” was the re-
apanse. “I owe mch to her lighness”
And 1 am profeundly grateful to
her said the l..mg, and. mudemoizells,
it i because [ know that her interest
In you says everything for your unders
standing that I appenl to you—to your
higher self. . You must know,"—and he
leant forward and took her hand —*
vou must know that s nuarriage be-
tween my won und yvourself is out of the

inyuire "

Duchess  Marie Lliznbeth,

question, yét I do not bLlame him for
being blind. "Thevefore, it is to you that
I come, Mademoiselle, you nist leave

us—ivr a time. . The prinre young;
he i3 uncertanin—Ilike our times; and in
these days more than ever the acts of

- kings are walehed more closely than of
old. Will you do thia for me? . I ask
it as a friend, for ' wish to be your
friead.”

The girl withdrew her hand qnic
though the king endeavoured to re vin
it, and she gank back in her chaiv, while
there wus that in her countenance sug-
gesting one wlo looked for the duewt
and most  melancholy news.

“Have I asked too miteh of you?" said
the king, sympatheiically. “Perhaps”
he went on, gravely, “mnch sorrow
would be spared you in the years whizh
are to come. Mademoivelle, if you love
my son—and you do love him—you wil}
cunsent,” . .

Alhe girl burst |ntn tears, Foar a mo-
ment the king locked at her. econmining
with himself, wondering whether he was
right in the step Le was taking., for,
after all, life was life, and where the
gray shadow of grief could be avoided
was it not l'l('ll“ to o w0

i No, sire” she spid at last: “it is
right. You have not dcnmlulvd too
;mu(‘h

“And you will forgive me"' he wald,
witlt an uitempt at g.lllm:tr_\. Yot will
pardon what I' have done?” .,

“I have nothing to forgive. sire. It
aliall be ay \uu \\n,h,' ahe suid, mourn-
fully.

“Thank Fou” he waid, pm‘noutl\'

“Lowill go away,” she said, tvaﬂul]\—
T will go away, As that is my lllll\, it
llmll be done.”

“You gre prenter t]nm us Al
elaimed the king and he rose and took
her land 'm.l ku«pll dit. I owe you
nuieh” -

Hut the mrl was 1ra|n-furnwd

SWIL it De w0 easy ? she suid, rising.
*The prince loves me. sire, Ile has toll
me that muny times, 1f I go away he
will follow me, T fear.”

- *Np, for Hle prinee will not fl)lgn-t
duiy:and duty bids him remain® .

“1t shali be #s you wish, sire. When
will it plense you that T shall go??

“11 doos nat please me al all. 1t is
only stern necessity.”

“To-nipht

*Nu, no, no; nuf to-night,” he replied,
with encrgy, A
To-morvow, thea? ske said with an
appenrance of calmmness.

St in still too soun. Do not let there
be hnste, 1t would defeat ‘wur ends—
and then, it is not that I wish yom: fo

ox-

o
go. You ave ealied away, remeuntber.

“Yex, sir, 1 wmderstand,” she said,
wiLply.

The king accompanied the girl to the
enfrunce nf the opartment.
tow] heg you to believe,” he snid in fuve-
Sepll, “that I aw and shall wlways be
your friend. Yeu beligye thatt”
e git] slifted a8 rRob. “Yea” she
walil, mourniully, “you are right—and
—and 1 believe.”

As the king tnrned wwvay Tie marmur-
od rofrly: “Micux vaut deneeur,”

IIL.

,' Less than an hmi.r after Xenia lind loft
Sbe Xing the prince was at the appolnt-

“Why, it is the last thing Lefore -

-even if it costs me the thwne"
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ol meeting place, a smafl Loodeicr  off
the muin corridor; but the girl did nat
Apprenr, anmg. nfh-r.,wn impatiently
fur twenty minutes’ lie q\utled tha. chan-
Lber, anxiety written deeply on his brow.
s eRlbe promised,” e musel, CCShe
promlsed.”

He glanesd up and down the uuu-|nr.
lle did not skee her; at one end he saw
two ot s tnIkiog, and he nade o move
in their direction, when the sonmul  of
hnrrying - foolsteps  behiod him made
i twrne A page came np to him bl‘ralh-
Jesxly.

“Highneas," lie sniil, “[ Lave a Ielter"

“Frone whon ¥ asked the prinee, sharp-
Iy, tuking the missive. “Al! 1his will
explniz uud Le turned away to  cun-
reul lis agitation as he fore open the
letter and rewd; that which he read
ciuxed him to change colowr and then
rlunce round in alavn.

But e need not have imagined that
his action was-an ohject oF seruting by
any one in the world, for the ittle jmyge
lnd interpreted a gesture of the heir to
the throne as & sjgn of dismissal, and

huel fled back io his post at the bull-
ruom portal, so that the prince  was
alone—aloue, indeed, for a  erushing

sense of his hopeless solitude was borne
in wpon him as the words of the note
wrote themselves deeply en the tubles
of his mind: “Dear and noble friend, T
have been recnlled fo my duty, and now
bid you favewell forever. This iv my
duly. - Will you not know yourst”

The prince- ntoved like a man in- n
trance to the open window, gazing out
at the dreamy splendour of the summer
night, the scentel garden, the \'r:l\'nr.
dnrkness, the Justfunus aturs,

“I will marry her,” he nmttpred R, ye

s N PO PR

When \'om‘n quitted the! king's en
net she remwined a nioment in nelan:
choly, . hesitution, dreadiig lest- she
&Im\lld encounter Pau! at that.- mnm(-nt
of the erisis \\'ht\n her newly fmnu-(l r
solution might be shaken.”

"I dure not meet him,”
—"I dave nout!” she started, trembling
violently, for a foolatep was to  be
heayd in the grey dusk for.down the
corrider where the coloured light from
the hall lamps did not penétrate. -

But’ it was only the tread of a gu
and reassured on that point she prn
ceeded to A chamber where she Jkuew
writing materials 3
sequenily addres nu herself to a page.

“By the worniag,” slie mused, <1 st
be far away,” and for the moment hor

slie l'll\ll’!'ll'll'l' -

soul was filled with a ceriain deliviovg .

sense of excitemeit, of something akin
te. pleasure—for was she not serving
Lim whom she loved’—though the fosdl.
ing was dulled as she tlw\w]n wistfully
that he would sooen forget. anmd thut the
memory of her would swiftly he but as
n dreamn of the mght-nul]m:n' more,
djmebta..ac: -

Tlhie music soundml far a LN,
for’ she had advanced quickly down the
left main corridor; intonding to guin the
;,nrt'lvn: to stop suddedily, hu\u'\ur fuel-
img that she wis in fmminent pecd he-
eniNg of souething besiles 1he  npow
faiut. “Valse Bleue” that fell upn.u hér
listening ear,

s

. ™. - g .
The voicer she heanl e nenver anld
neaver, and Xenoia glided ax softly as a

Phantom, juto the curtained - security of
w tiny aleove, feeling, as sho waited in
anagony of suspense, her heast  po
thunp, tlmmp, and - fonrful lest  the
Lense, pent-up itement whieh Ireld hor
might be ma teed i some way to
thuse wha were coming stowly Au {he
spol where she was concenled, Huy the
white land which held the eurtiiin was
ot to bo seen Ly those who passed, wml
no suspicion fell upon- (e simall roeess
of any wateler who might be  there,
Was not the court dnueing that night,
mindful of anything but treachery from
within? .

It s for ta-nighi," h‘ﬂi(] one of {hose
who were approwehi "Our  triumph
is assured. Have no foar, To-morrow
1he oll sdynaxiy witl be restored.”

Xvnia strained 10 hanr all,
thongh, but ton well that obe f.llws‘mo\u.
wid |lmlh istantaneous wand  withnnt
merey wonlil be her lot, for that which
ale heard proved to her 1hat sume event
#f prenter moment than a brilliant fete
R Jikely to oveur that night, nnd as
she heard she tremblled,

Al the detwils of her owa life,
though they were, inciting ta tears,
fuded off into  the far grey distance,
Recining Lo fwve lost impurtance, lo be

knowi i,

il

- oeriml,

Ahé voiees e
: minr,”

1905

now, because of
fell un her cur,
Ylhe price ikcgreat] eerlaindy "t o ee
ina Iu\\', gruﬁituno. “hat s ataa -y the
rluL 5

o lave
. _vml, und
llnﬂ aew king. will know hoew o laad-
simnely reward those wha hilve Faised
him to the throne, You wre uot goiug
tu lang back now?™

“Np, na”

*Thut ix well”

"He will e aeeeptel,
the other. “Yon have no doubt **

“Nurely he will be. He coimex of &
greal ruee which ance » . Have no
feur on that seore. binw = onee
struck and this Sigismnud luid tow, whn

then?™ mused

The

is there, thin .\:m, to face the new
uiler of thingst"

“ULhe prinee,” huzavded the  second
s.']u-uke-r.

“Hah! Fle is emgaged in other mat-

ters, aud ere he tues come to his senses
the power will have Ween seized oy goud
il ntl, No, all will go well for our
project; the prople, they suy, are loyal.
Well, they will be lmal to 1he new aa
ta the oll, and to-mer row, Victar, our
m.mrm will Le proclaimed == king.”

PAM——"" Began hesitatingly the vne
whn was in.tenmg

Ilix companion hroke in  decisively.
“Po-night. in & couple of honrs' (nur
there will be but one  oMiver at 1l
king's door. You or | will ee to it that
he s rendered harmiess, und then it will
be tlm wurn of the king.
come.”

Come, comrade,

"The Apeakers wers moving away nov,

g an indistinet mur
and Xenin pufed  {he ceurtains
-of lhe aleove and-gaued after then,

L\\Inls- A shudder went lhruugh bher at
Ahe -thought that

! ore anether sun had
~edt i the liewvens an alinminabie tra-

pechy T mlght he enacted in that plaee-—

wicipme whic

Twould T Bl the  ontire

Cworttl with dorror - aml trathing, and

relegile: the countey - <hé loved to the

‘slough of Larbarism ‘ence maore,

An she eml-rged inte 1he enrridor one
“lnllg‘llt. aid one onily, '.nummh-ul ler
ntind, “]rH» as the eonseiousness eame
to h liat she m:zht be able 1o un-
these plotters in Ghne it was as
porarily closed dbvorwa;
flnu"iﬂ’ullnv to the fairest
haedd N\\ g back onee mare
lungﬂ Tenphlingg Ler 40 sen
whemtl avisiow which she feared had
Leen blofted nnL forever. " ...

Hhe hésitated p moment Tonger, won-
dering whetlher. her ply “mlhl suceced,
and then turned.amd spieel s\ufllv dnwn
1he corridor till she rewchied the wide
haxll where Passgges lal oft right and
left, stopping” every now and again to
listen, to inake sure that she wus not
pursied, ane with the anxio Inuiry
coming: again and “again——would they
admit lier to sed the King?. They mls;hL
refuse 1o betieve her nim ¥ rd lser
merely as a hy, -.tu'r:[.ﬂ Wi o feol-
Towed lier irofeskion in re Llife ws well
axs i thelitnp world of 1he stapre.

*But they 3 wll helieve!”
she said to h amdd with that con-
vietim strong within her she painal a
dloor Teading to the roval wparctaents,
aud spoke Lo the eaptain of the gunrd.

“lmpossible,” saide the s officer, after
listenting 1o hier story with womlernent

- depicled on bis Tand=zome Tnee,

CLE nimat e shie e
“Hut 1tell you his mujesty bas re-
lll‘m'l e will xee no pue t 1.
Yet" she safil, excitedly, “my
¢ % urgent. c -
“As are my ortders
of the zuard, shortly,
*You o pol andersiamd, This? she
pleading] v ul she enngld at
the eaplain’™s ar nn alfair of life
andl clend. YVou will win prenise. not
hhome, for fena your orders apil al-
Luwwing me to p
AhD you e dtetress, mademni-
selle saill 1he  officer, aml his left
band playel with Lis woustache ne Tie
Tovked dvn at the pivl, el L Il the
bonour of seeing you perform to-night,
little thiuking 1t you woull reserve
noseene later on for ne, JU i inely
played!™
U o, ne,

aimed,

FLITRE N

aid the alfiver

nol™ she erivd, nd a sob

o! angzuish atueck in her throg

cam ot acling now.  The k
cdeadly peril, il you vn save )
-LF hl-a mujuwh ie im dang

Towins Uhe respotse,

here fur, New

5(‘"‘

\llnt 1

huskily.,  “Hui see

rieolleetion rame 1o ~lijagred

from off Ler linger the ring (he soyve-

veign had given 1o hier that night Lk

i I'p“ honrs e lasok ! il is his
wori It will shuw you that

The vaptain g
move than at Hu- L
ing points of light. and tlen pedded sis
hewsl ax e mnde Wiy,

“Muodemwi-elte he
duel

LELY

at the white haml
= owith its earlial-

=Lowinl
SE o he s
¢ Lhe door so thak

roens

said,

BTIVER [VRN [T FNTIT
urtain befi
ight pass.
v otraversed (wo apactients, and
then the caplain stopped.

Wit here,” e aaid, guietly, and then
bie passed out af sight thraugh nu arche
ed duorwax, leaving i devoured
hy ||:|pntu~m~o. !Imu-vh il way not for
long.

she gazed at o picture uf an old-tine
Treltle, wil then the young caplain re-
tiened,

“Please fullaw me,” he sahl, aml &
minute later {he givl found herself in
the presence of the king, who was not
Playing curds thut night, but was alons
in a library like aperimont, seemingly
prapped ia tl(‘l‘]) medilation, walking up
and down, hia twads behind him. -

Hix majesty made o sign {a the [
1ain 1o leave the g met, and then
she told her story, while 1Ilu King grave-
Iy lintened.

“You ask mie (o believe that there are
infriguers in (hix palace who intend ta
toke my life?™ e said xt Iast, inceedos
lously.  “You do wot seem (o be aware
ihat there are guurds here.”

“Wire.” she
Lietieve "

Vi it nol all g conedy ™

“Na, not?

“And yet

CAL! you will belicve me

cricd, “L fmplove yvon to

HTiell you

wha L am —you will oredit a mericr of

my hotse, even if you deride a girg mlu
acts on the stage. .
TtBat ilent” e

“whoe are you?” i

“Tan Pauline of Verestadt.” she ro.
plied, proudiy. "My fanily is noble, bt
it had fallen upon s adays. 1L was to
Ieelp it that 1 hid my identity and wovk-
ek, tryving to win buck thai which ay
race had lost”

She stopped speaking, and stowm] pelyi-
fied by what sle ~w-—sumething which
the king did not sve—for ot the further
end of the aparhient Lhe bright eal-
anred tapesiry moved slightly, aud the
givl remuined  fascinated, wonable 1o res
move her oyes,

sUnoline of Verestadt,” said the king
musingly: aml us the pirl maintnived
i loaked nt her ingnirigg,

s, wonderingly,

ws pale s et b

wlie Leyran, R FR T R
Ard slie stopped gain, fov the japesiey
movind slightly ngwin bebdml the Kingg,

stootd spelllound, wonder-
i what she shoold do. fenring that il
she mave the alurpt the woulil-be g=sas-
sinn wouhl aevomplish their el ere help
coubil vomne, - And as she watchel nee
keeuhe than Before, she saw o hind slo

1y appeay and lwgin in soltly pavl the

and the privl

hongings, Why cotrld she ol spuak -
THE GUINEA POEM!

A CHEQUE FFOlt L1 17 hus o dedt
10 the “!m( ol thlx overse o Mbe LI,
Portobella, 4 Laenlisutia,

My elailes are nnw se elean aml white,

With hadid fhe tofl aml la "

TTia Bapon tuakaed 1he woerk heht ~

Josl Lell thid Ly yonr -1

WIN M T T

cvery LTS R Y P
fRALY . IlHtll 5 oahove,
fach N e
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