. A ROYAL ROMANCE

L
T was one resplendent evening to-
ward the end of June, and the
paluce of the king at Varoff, in

Kilouin, wan  brillinnt  with | many,
Lights, aned the vust  salonyg  were
thranged, Jis majesty, the enlighten-
el ol poputar King  Rigismund, was

that night in one of his best moods und
had Ween henrd to speak in eomplimen-
tory fu<hion to Ivinee Pawnl, the heic
to the throne, aboat the iu-rfnrmmlt-e
which hid taken place au hour earlier
of “he Roi 1'n dit”

“lt ik fine,” he wnid,
fine, 1 have greatly enjoved 1.7

The prines | merely coldly ac .
wil in the retrk il the king had chid-
ed him sharply on his want nf l'l|l]|'||'<l‘
s,

“What nils yon ™ asked the
are moody aml sad, awd this is a time
w0 Ut wny ke thnug]ns.” And then
T he priuee, after o momeat®s hesitation,
T saig -mnnllum, which made lhp
%ing start amprily, :

I 1A 1Y Um truthe sive,” said l‘lul
Cutnesily, I ls with mie an ol \‘-m nt
ifo aml death
he trath, yon sny **
Sronarel “Xo, mo; o
wal trathy bt only b bay's whim,™

COnomy life sive, it is ax T ventured
arLell yoae 1 eanned give her up,” was
lbe fervent TESPONRe, <

Andd then, swhilst the ar |~.tnu.nlw .md
hrlll:.mt somblige in the rayal palace
i his majesty put his hand
onately an the young nen's ame
drew Dine away into an ante-room.
1} e more” he began, kindly, as
dovwn o a divan, “Don't be

{ wm a father, although [ am
N

“Pecidedly it

ny. “Vou

acnlated t hP
mayhe, the

answep the prine
nrie knee before the king.
wuthing more to 1ell ¥ou, wire.
that 1 love her aleepiy,
ways love her,
wut her,

Unly
that 1 =hall al-
thut L cannot Jive with-
1hat she iz with wme wherever
3 po—in the vity ways. in the fol‘pht. on
Jhe buttlelicld duving the Jast war

The King Jouked 1thoughtil and '«.ld
awl then he extended his right hi

“Rise,” he snidd,  “Nit dewn ther in
Feent of e and he indicated a chalir,
Yo will dist b
Foung anan, implo

realise what it n
The kiuge rose aod ook w step or 1\\0

wp sl down the apavlment with his

_h.ll'\ll‘i hehind hix .

Lt D widded, niusingly,
bl b Faeed the prinee smbien]y—>1

wonlld ruther listen to that musie than
to these words of yonrs. I thooght
you had Torgetten”

Ehe priver minde o despaiving ges

anl the King sheak hi: Dewd. M
Mle, Nenian, the getress,” e saud. mns-
fngly, “Whyo it would moke our eourt

8 lnughing ~tock: .
oot eeees; jenlously to puard the
dignity of kingwhip more assiduonsly
than of old? 1 canmot argne with
You must e hrive you aust for
there i e other ways, there s
viher wak!  Yan anist 1ell her that all
isoat aaoend”

i, sire, IF yan woulid gee

Tier!™ ex-

elaimed the primes in o despairing toue,
el see her™ wins the gyitve reply,
sl
ule acted chavmingly: and she vides

wello 1 T, for they tetl me that yeu
Al ~he lase heen <een o the park of u
o ving, &L she pl well 4
ul sy still o Nes, v 3
whe sane =101 dwetter, Bt one can add-
mire a nightingnle awl then po op gne's

way, e eonne Yow st sere thal it
In useloss. Xle s oan tent 1o aur
eauvt, wmd uere than that, nrayie, bl

sl s moowife for the heir 1o the throne,
Nan o nat belong (o yoneself, hut to

your countrey, 1o xyonr family The
warhl woolil lungh, Lenrdon, Yiennn,
Paris, K1 g wonld he vastly

M el continued the king. &8
he wilked 10 the el the apavtment
nil pnised the curtain, "l js not
Wil tn p witte ampsement. for Lomlan,
Ty . Pelersingrvg, 1o say nothiag
ol nam nmd he walkell ot of the
sulon und plocuded tunurd ihe h.lll
L TUHT -
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But he stopped hatf-way and motion-
ed to & chamberiain to npproael his,

*UTell Me. Xenia” he said to that
funrtionary hat 1 wish to speak to
her”  Awd as: the chamhberlain vetired

with & Jow how his majesiy turned aund
xrchangedl & langhing word mth n_rour-
tier wlo stood near, -

- A minute later, nx AMlle. \9 n
proached. thie King enuld do nothing but
admire. Hhe was A repressntative of
that ethereal Saxon loveliness whick 1he
painters of the north have typified, and
as she made a deep curtsey the king
sighed deeply at & thonght \\hu'h flasl-
il thvowgh his mind,

1 \\Jnh(‘d R mu('l,

ap-

“to vmnp]nnent

un.” .
C“Your majesty is ton good,” n-phud
the pirk. tremulously, s

“Tell me” went on the king, aml there
was @ ving of k\'mp.\thv in ]||~; voics,
“whnee come you®”

There was  w

oment’s hesitation,
“Yau forget” said his wajesty, with-an
mlnlgent smile. “You have “foxgotten
Fonr native country '

“Your majesty is very gool.™

"l i no enpty compliment. I acorn
anch,” sail the king, gravely. “But as
to your life.. Are there not hardships
in it? There should not he to you™ -

The girl howel agam “th. yes, wire;
we have our sad da .

“Your  have Deauty. mademoinelle—
great beauty,” and the' king eved ler
searchingly, as if e ceuhl reatll her

sonl; and you have also talent, and with
these two things ene should go far in
this wie 1 wish you good fortune amd
a darge measive of happiness,” and with
those words the monareh, turned away.
For a moment Xenin was  lost in
thoupht, and then a voica at hm clbow
said, pravely: - -
1

din thix dunce. m.ulvmm-«tlle
She staried amd  deew back  as if
frightencd, Lut then recovered herselfl
Pyrinee Paul was facing her and bowing
Inw. L have alavmed yon.” he exelaim-
ed, with a note of coneern in his voice,
“Xo—nn,"” s<he stammered, “Rut yon
ook so tervibly serions, =0 wuehegone.
What calamity are you fearing?”’

“Nu, nn, T come from German

But the gir] spoke as thongh <he hadd
womething =he wishil to Ride- - some sacl
chupter whivh the wurld was not 1o
Tead,

“Hol mused the King, "Germany is
vaar yrealm, e thal  nll? One may
came from the north or e

tie soath,”
“I waw Iast oat Vienun, ”
"You act delighi futiy,
on ehurnred u+ all to-nig
(‘l| with sympnthy.
| v operateful,
S0 s the teoh.
Mhe girk Lowed Inw,
“Yonr singing pleased e wiuch
monarch weut om, -—

o,
the king.
B e aneld-

R

g-r.

i d"'-.am AN
Janap, #
a’ X
,a.zrfxa‘:r:je

“You will dance®™* he said, plea-iingly,
disragardiog her remarke U The calonity
would  be your refusall You o will
dinen ™

“Yen, ves, i oyen ow
swered, witli a sile,
prince. You frighten me.”™

LT wish it he exelaimod—pas-ion-
ately, “You ask that—you! Wiy, 1—"

YO she begon. im qaotest, aml n
sevond later they were vircling the room.

“Yon are pnle to-night, prince” she
said, stlilenly, jrying to give o light
turn to thought; bt he dld not hred ler
remark,

Then as they

ixh #." «he an-
“Hut vim are tra-

LIt

valsed on be louked

ardently into
forget  your
nestly.

1 unght 1o forget it,” she respnndvd,
nnd there was & note u! melancholy in
her tone. “lt is my duty lu lm‘get [
about j1.* ' . .

“But you will come 119 uryd vvhﬁm-_
ently. ,

The girl Mesitated o scond Iongnr. : ,‘
wan hour’s thne,™ he went on.
‘h"‘ ' she aﬁld ﬂt tast, "I , will be

her eyes. “You will nok
Promise .'||e said; cnr—

Chank \ﬂuﬁthnnk yuir!” he cried p.\a-
sinnately.

The danes had only just  ended when
an aide-de-cnmp  nsked leave i speak
to the prince, who 'wita callml awHY, ‘and
soen after o chamberlain came “up to
wherd Nenin was sitling, -

Hr was a tall, good lookin funltlu:mry.‘ N
mimlest of hearing, ]w\\ewr for his posi-
tion at conrt was w6 great that he did
1ot 1'r-q|m'o to remind ah) r.me uf |tq im-
portanee,

“Mademoizelle,” Le said,

cu\lrteou-ly

“1 have to beg \tm to follow me.”
Whire tor” whe \-l\ul (mmu‘-l\'

but

rising as she spoke.

']n the kivg, mademdiselle™

“His Mujesty wishes lu e H i a]m
exclnimed, wowleringly.
< Yes, maillemeiseiles the king desived
me to n|fm m you thint he \\:sh»d te apmk
with yon??

St by strangs” she said, Lalf to her-
aelf, “for the !\lng did w2 the hmmur 10
gpeak 1o me biig Ladf an ]\01\: ago.” '

The oficer hwawved:
© 41 Bs not a trouble to mudummsvl}e hid
he wujd, politely,

She swmiled, as if w0 answer Were Tes
guivite io such & question. “On the con-
travy, it is & great homeur,” and she
fullowed the chamberfain throngh  the
brifliant Uallvoom to the king's reception
chamber; wlilst as they passed peaple
turned and Iooked on inquiringly, feel-
ing sure that the great artiste who had
charmed all thal evening was on the way

to rreeive royal thanks and pnmn for
vihut =hi ]nul done, . -
] i '
"It is There, Jlandﬂl‘l‘ni-n'l!v.“ said the

chiamberlain, vourteously, as he stopped
before the rurtained doorway at whieh
#tood an ofiicer of the bodygnanl, whe
drew back and sadnted.

The curtain pavted anl Nenin fﬂlllld
herself for a secoml time in the spaee of
an hour in the preseunce of the king, 1lis
majesty  disminsel o secretary as she
entered and wotiopel to her to ki
dowi. ’ .

“1 Dve asked you heve to see mn?
T Legan, “heeanse P havs a message for
For—un important o e
whe |lu<-ri(-ll

“A moessape for mi—, sire 1™
in ajarm,

=tYer he sadid, gl‘n\ull‘, amd he h-mt
Placed o hand on
im-

buck in his (-h.nl,
each arm.  “Mlle, Newia. it is an
portant meskage—-_ihe messae
1 will not slight your intellip
forming you that your heawty he
the hrad of my son, hat | will honeur
your intelligenee, mademeiselle, by ask-
ing yen to tisten {o what 1 have te <ay.
Mademaisetle hie eoutinned, with move
foe] . “would yen de soniething  for

turned

“Loam gratefu! to yvour majesty.)?  ree
plicil the girl. b foed deepiy  all tha
many kindnosses 1 have seceived  at Vas
h\ll‘ i

“Aud if yom would renuite tluhr'—ﬂu-».q
—but =tay, it is pot for kings
fiedl with worilly alone,.  Ae-
vepl thi e it hiis majesty hnuded
Tier a spavkling ring. .

Yo would-—and you enuld—offer &
return ¥ '

“Yos, sire?

The kings hesitated,

"You s snrprised ot somnthiing,
sive T e girl asked timddly, angd her
fingers pressed the collet of the ringe.

"No, ni; 1 am wnet sawmrprised—not ot
:\II surprised, madvmoiselle”?

"I, r, vou would {ell me whnt I
shouid de. 1 lave  vervived  po nuch
Kinduesu Tiere that it weulid be plearnntto
give any veluen™

“Thot i preciacly the Jitdiealiy,' and
the g knit his brows,

“The dilfienlty, Rivet?
Hr nubded.




