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13 waitivg jwpdticaiy

iu her bLouduvir for  Lord  Stainfecrh, a
young al with whow she bus, puknewu
Lo Lerself fallew decply o love,  He bas

lodt his way lu the thlck fug, wlere he
13 of servive tu Counsuelo Vall, the duuglter
of du old friend of Lord Weuwic, EL)
shie Is vu ber way tu visic the larner. Cu-

Ketber they go to 4 wa-shop, wotil the
fog has clesred up, wheuo taey procecd
tu thelr destivatleo, arriviug  extremcely
inte.

Owlug to the non-arrival of ler luggage,
Consuelo i3 unable 1o attend o ball given
Ly Lady Wenwick, but watchis tue dane-
iug from a mosivians’ baleouy, After the
Lall she luvolunturdly overbedrs a couver-
gation Letwern Lady Weawick and Lord
Stulutortty, ln which the former anuouuces
that Leed Wenwick bas Leen dead for
some  honrs, aud furtber coufesses that
she hus polsoned bher hu 1nd, ju order tu
e free to wurry lord Stainforth He.
an learujug the fearful truth, leaves the
Mouse, Lorritled, whilst the murderiss tot-
ters o her room, wheuee u fearful fascina-
rlon draws her to her hosband's death-bud.
upon which she falls, with a terrvilie vry,
crprataut.
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CHAPTELR X,

IN THE RED LIGHT.
Apain . came the  knocking, awl iz
stctned o Ntainforth that an imploring

voite miinglal with the wailing of the
wind,

There  was  but one  window jn the
stiedy, o grreat bow window at the T

viul of the Toum. vpenipg in fonr parns,
like door<,  He =lpped back a0 balt, ol
=hich was the furce of the storm. that rhe
glass ooy burst open of itself, and

clunkal tigure abuost fell inty the roonn
Lance caughit and snpported it, aa 1t

stimibled forward, dr
podisleed worel of the uniesstrpeted Hon:
nk leaven 1 omade yon b
last panted w0 woman’s v
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You eant't Slop ity -ir; and i von
Al mn one can”T A the st words
Sl clioka then broke into heayvy ol
hing. her daee bnbden Ietwern two Lrawn
lunds
Fanes

Taid his on her lwaving shaouls

et e help you lay off yvinn
ol I Light the Birel” he sadil,
mu-rn’t take coll and il on top

w.otry amd 1ell me

It is something serious, |
hiow vou ery like thi-, Jenny,
for you pre va .

1t s the things that™s jraing to happen,
I'm afraid of.” the young woman fal-
tered, dnshing uway tears, “Father and

wing witer on the

what ha<

Dick West Lave made up their minds to
puni-b the Sguite for Lis work againat
us all, and to-uight's the time Hxed for
it

“What are they guing to du?’ asked
Sutinforth quietly, though a spark had
Kimdled in his dark eves

“Fire his house. Llhink whut that
means in this wind, sir!  The rain won't
help much, the way they mean te set to
work, fur the tire Il have tou big a start
before the water pets a chance to quench
it. Ol 1 prayed them on my bended
Knees not to Jdo what they'll repent their
lives through, apd 1 teld Dick that if he
went fur such work, even if he escaped
arrest. 1'd vever be iz wife. But father
shut my mouth. and neither would lis-
ten. Fhey wouldn't for worlds have hinl
we hear the plan: it was by accident 1
did: and when [ eouldn't stop them from
vuing 1 threatened 1'd warn the police,
but they knew well Il never do that, 1
couldn’t betvay my own father and Diek.
Theyve mad, sir, not wicked at heart.
That's why I've run to you to save them
frem themselves—and poor Miss  Con-
=uelon too. The Squire’s nothing to we.
He's heen hard and eruel. so we all think,
but | wouldn’t have harm vome to her.
L ean trist yvon 1o do something, I Kiow,
without hurting  wy  twe anen., You
wouldn t rive them away any more than
L wonldr

o, I won't do that” il lLance.
“ior vem're cight. Trouble amd the w
for revenge las et Bre to their brains,
Ne one need Know you came to me. Hest
for a few moments. amd then yow had
hwetter o home. T omast leave you now,
Al do the hest 1 can.”

“You'dt make haste, amd  warn the
Siquirte. ~ that the hou-¢ iz burning?
It will be burning by thi= tinme. You see,

I dared not po myeself. The trath might
be suspected, aml anything het that!

Sa b thonght of you. and  there's been
all this delax.™
There =<hadl T ne more™ retuarne

Lanee, He dild not wait ta And his over-
coat, nor did he even think of it, but
suatvhing ap his clevieal bhar which lay
on a iable, he went out by the window
whieh Jenny Garth, the tiaherman’s
trhter, had come in fGve minates aga,

It wa= a long walk from the viemr
on the hweadlaoud to Pelham Vail's house,
which stood almost aa far fram the vil-

Lige on the wesl as the viearage dil
on the easl. 1t was nearer by a wile o
the .oand it was of this
faet thougriit as he 1

vather than walked, his face set aga
tie wild wind,

] s brivade a Lurlwin Cove wa-
twenty years  behind  the times, and
Slainforth did not hope mueh from its
ynirkness or etliciency in a erisis. His
oare was ting fast, anmd not wholly
frone the <peed e made. e though:
of Cob-tielo Vail, thought of her slec
it uneon=cions of danzer.  He aaw
iy faee as clearly as on the first day
when

v had come inio his life. only
e o ent arain, like  some r afar
Avwallowed up in the blackne of &
vlownl.

He kaew the hose well thuagh he

il never erosssl it threshold, Often.
I pitsserd ity offering himself some Tea-
~umahile exeuse for {aking that way to

a tion attainahle mare

e the ook of each <pmli-
paanend, ohl-fasliiom wimlow, half hil-
Qe behind oaks aml capper deeches,

which lud been trained into  strange
Supwes iy the <ed winds, Bometimes he
ad  caught himself  womdering  which
wars Unnstiele’s window, and had finaten-
el te tarn his thoughts to other thamea,
He wondered again now.

A+ he eame to the gate, set in a
thick hediee of holly. the low, irregulur
Luilding was cut blackly against the
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dark and siormy sky. There was no
light anywhere, and Lunce began to Lhope
that Jenny Uarth had been wisthken
or that the young tisherman and the old

one had changed their minds at the
last mowent. He pansed. hesitating 1u

disturb the peave of the aleeping honse.
What tf these within were in no peril.
after all, and he <heuld rouse tiwm, at
this bour. on a ralse alarm?

Htanding ide ihe gite. nnconscions
that he wus culd and drendied with the
atinging raim, sullenly he aaw o red
light leap wp in o uf the dark win-
dows of the east wing. as if a closed eve
had suddenly fla<iied wide open in Herce

anger. He hesitated ne  more, but
aprang up the path. and then. when i
wound between trees. crossed the sal-

den lawn with swift steps. Loudly e
=trurk the old fashioned brass knovker.
which he had never touched before.
Twice, thrice, he brought it down, but
there was no answering und within
the house.  All was as still. save for
the moaning of the wind. as in the
charmed forest of the Sleeping Beauty.
where no stonn ever caue.  Amin Stain-
forth knoeked aud shauted lowdly, Lut
anly the stesm answered, and the 1
i, the wide bow window was rel
vivid now.

There was lut one thing to do, and
Lance did it.  He gave up his hope of

rousing the sleécpers from the outside,
nnd determined to get into the house.
e wunld not break inte the window
of the rouvm where the fire was, lest
the dranght shuuld rush to the aid of
the Hame; but gaing to uvne oun the
vther =ide of the door, he wrapped
i hamdkerchief around his knuckles and

simashed  a pane  of glasg with  his
clenched fist. With a sbarp. jingling
nuise the pane fell in. and Lance,

thru<ting his hand into the open space.
faund the bolt which held in place the
two gliss doors. He o it back.
pushsl open the loug. French window,
and stepped into the’ dark und quiet
roum.  Even here, the acrid odour of
woml-smoke had  peunetrated. and it
stuny Stainforth’s eyelids as he paused
tir light & mateh frow the little silver
box he carried.

The smmall sellow flame showed him
Wis surronndings; oz pretty little Toom.
with faded. tlowers ehintz vovering= on
the wold-fashicned  furniture. [here
were many framed photographs stand-
ing abuut among bowls of late roses,
amd on the  walls water-colour
sketehes, “Her  sitting-room!”  Lanee
=said to himscli with n pang that any-
thing of hers. anything that she ear-
bl for, shauld b destroved. in a
spraint Chippendale idesk stood a pair
of enndle: in ald silver sticks. Lance

were

MPERIAL

ALE amy
10T
‘Paze Loy ficoas
iy 71—

Hancneane
auslLAaAND

o

i

The shove lanuch, the Fetrel, au axcep
tionally fine sea hoat, 1a for srlr. Hhe is m
fact croising launch, 401t over all, 82t benzm,
and 3ft draught. Lauoched 1o 1803, The
i*prre) s fAtted with A fifteen horae-powrr
wtandard oll engine and !s equipped with
vvery modern cenvenlence for crulsing. Her
cabln, which Ia handsemely decorated, prn
viles hunks for five persons. The lannch 1a
to ke rold with mast. rigglog, #2all. ceokiop
utenslla.  rrockery, bedding, furnlsbhiug,
awnings, dingey. ropes, anchnrs, chain.
wte. The ovwner's reason for selllng s
hix #arly departure from the colony. Price
moderate.  Any trizl given. All perticn-
fara frem W.C.L., [inx 14, Auckiand.
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10,633 PAIRS OF SLIPPERS.

* Wa have just Opens

of Stippers, in Ladies’,
snitable for Winter Season.

, ex 5.5 Paparoa and other recent Direct Steamers,
10,633 Pairs of Beautiful Warm Felt

Carpet and othar styles

Gentlemen'’s and Children’s Sizes,
Some of these Felt Slippers are beautiful

designs, and are the Cheapest, Most Extensiva and varled Collection

of Slippers ever shown tn Auckland.
Leading English and Continental Manufacturers,
single pair under Usual Wholesale Price.

Being bought tor Cash from
¥ou can purchase a

Ladies’ Warm Felt Slippers, 6., 9d., 1/, 1/3, 1/6, 1/8, 1/11, 2/4, 2/9,

2{11, 3/6, 3/11 and 4/8 pair.

Ladier' Carpet Siippers, 1/-, 13, /11, 2/6 and 2/11 pair.
Men'a Felt Slippers, frou 1/ to #/11 prir.

Men’s Carpet Shppers, 16, &

6. 346 and 3/11

air.

Men's Patent Court Slippers, 2751, 3/11, 4/11, 5/11 and 6/11 pair.
Children’s Felt Slippers, 6d., $d. nnr{I 1/ ;]"uir. / /
Old Ladies’ Warm Felt House Boots, 3/11 and 4/11 pair,

LARGEST VARIETY IN AUCKLAND AT—

Miller’s Faney Repasitory and Boot Palace,

100, 102 & 104, VICTORIA STREET, AUCKLAND.



