The New Zealand Graphic for June 10, 1905

[COMPLETE

STORY.]

A TRIANGLE OF THIEVES

L

HE four wade their respeetive
liviings by rhimnrry. Each

I had loved two things always

— golt  and himself, Con-
wersely, each hated toil and indigence.
Of late their.love had come fo include &
third object—a girl.  Their hate had
likew:se expaunded to include one an-
other. This was the joint work of
Marie and jealousy.

Marie was the dasughter of the wom-
an whose cafe they frequented. It
was in the heart of the Tendertoin and
therefore in the widst of their activi-
tlen. At the same time, the clicntela
was very small and compuratively hon-
est, 50 that the four were here isolated
and free 1o disenss pians and plots with-
out danger of interruption,

It was, ton, a very pleasant place
for loafing, amd this wnas its preatest
nilvantage for men who had no home
awl dicdl not care to be on view too
constantly in more public places. Most
of all Marie, the cashier. was a mag-
net that drew and held them. Bhe was
only twenty. lithe, dainty. with true
Trench vivacily and intelligence, amd
lovely A3 an Ameriesn girl,

Ench of the four had proposed im-
aumerable  times, to be refused as
often. But, toa, each was confident
that Marie woukl at once aceept him
when he could display to her avaricious
eves a bulk of monrey adequate for
niatr’ mony. Unbappily, since they had
frequented the eafe times had  beem
rather bact with them at the races, the
gambling rooms, and elsewhere in the
atrempted amassing of weaith. -

Fach was arog with a desire to “pull
olf” sonething good, something worthy

" of Marie. And each was suspicious lest
another might have this happy chance
before himself. Thus they grew mor-
bid, and jealousy changed them frem
friemds to euent

mouney und smiled on all.
Then one night “Skinny,”

also

F-lmdm\,

who was
kuown as “Bones” and “the
on aconmt of his height aund

astonished and enraged his
npanm:m by an announcement.
I ;.,om up to unnecticut.,” he said
“to hur\- my futher nn® git my

PN

lnheritanee.” R .
“(ih, come off?” exclaimed “Pumpy

—thus termed far his enthusiastie

methotl of \hakivu; hands. “You =al-
ways was a Jiae”

s was wmloubtedly true.

Skinny was also a braggart and a
humorist. Indeed, h's sense of fun
found satisfaction in the chagrin of
his listeners, for he grinned as he con-
i
iy “en thonsand plunks in cash! What
do ym think of that? Two thousand
in cush in the bank and ancther eight
thousand waitin' to be paid fer the

farm if Tl take it! What?” 3
“You're stringin’ us agin” eried
"‘Tu sters” in preat disgust. ‘Fmogo-

" o bed.”

rF('tQ-'I'\ who was the fat member of
the quartette. rose and walke:d out.

Skinuy culled after him:

“1t"s straiyht.- Come back w minute,
Teeters. \(ni as the other returned
sulkity : he continued: “I'm lenvin’ in t_l‘le
mornin’, an’ 1 won't be here agiin
“‘ When I du, I'll have the
c2, aml exn show ene Lo ye. T
¢ ve the lawyer's Jetter, bat b don’t
; sort tu know the place, seein’
as hew I might want tu retive there an'
e respec talile Lrynetny.”

The others ghared in silence for o
moment; then “Sneezes” spoke Roftly.
Sireexed plways spoke softly, and always
conkgchod g(ntl.\- Before amd after every
sentenee.  To lis eonsumptive manter
e oaweill his  nicknwues of “Hoeczes,”
“Ome Lung” and = Haurker,” but whether
Nin lungs were veally atfected or only
Wiy manner nons kuew, not even hinself,
for he was a thoveuglh-paced hypocrite
to hineclf aned all the world, S0 now
ha merely coighed mildiy and almost
whispered:

1M pld fur yo, my Doy, if it's true
But you know, Skinny. you always did
lie, nnd 1 guess yu're Jying now™ -

Kkinny  laughed  glad,  for by
Fueezen’ wards he knew that his stery
was believed.  He ploated «aver his grest-
fallen companionsd for & moment, then
rose awkwurd!ly and slouched off,

Marie took their -

" hrawsa,

By Marvyn Dana

“Bee yer in n woek, boys,” he culled
over his shoulder.

He panszed at the cashier'a desk and
whispered to Marie. The girl shook her
head violently. whercat the watching
three mt the talle were relivved for the
moment. -

A= Skinny passed out, still chuckling,
Teeters expreswed the conviction of all:

“He hain't told her yet!”

j18

A week later, ten oc¢lock in the even-
ing. Teeters, Pumpy aml Barker were
sitiing in the cafe ogling Murie and
scowling at one anotlier, when Hkinny
entered. He was evidently in the best
of spirits, whereat his nssoviates scowled
the harder, no longer at one unother, but
with ane accord at him. He paused fi
a whisperad word to Marie, then slouch.
el up to the table at which the thiee
were sitting.

“Hello, boys!™ he paid eclamorously,
“I'm back, an® safe an’ sound.”

Iumpy and Teeters slook Thamls
limply as Skinny seated himszelf, with a
stereotyped greeting.

“Why, how nice and spruce
Skinny1” remarked Sneczes.
fine new clothes!t
farm, Skinny 7

“Yes,” Bkinmy replied wwith great
gusto; “you can bet yer life [ sald it?
Gat the dough, teo, all riglit, all right.
What 1"

Teeters snorted contemptuously and
started to speak. e was interrupted,
however, by Tumpy, who regerded
Skinny with manifest disgust,

“Pd be ashamed,” he ejncniated.

“Ashuamned o' “hat" Bkinny inquired
indignantly. :

“Ashuned o' hnrym 2 poor ale father
an’ then romin’ a-grinnin’® over it. Yes,

u look,
“And such
And did you sell the

sir, I’'d be aalamed.  Yowre a lhoss.
Bkinny ™
Thix  was Pumpy’s most  alusive

phrase, fer le invariably lost on the
taces all that he acgquired elxewhere,
anel in consequence reganded all hurses

ny's face prew serinus.

“L wasn't meaning any refleclions on
the funersl,” he suid apologetically.
“Im respectin®  my father O.K., an'
don't any of you puys forgit it. [ wish
the ofd man had ten thousand dollars
this minute an’ was alive to enjye him-
self. He was a good father an® aalamn-
ed sightt better'n T ever deserved. Don't
any of wvour galoots git fris hout my
fant’ly affairvs, fer T won't stand fer it!
Seet”

Then the frawn

passed  from  his
and he contfnued baunteringly:
“Uept, o' eourse, 'bout the money, I
don’t mind yer jokin® me a little jest
because I'm full o dough. It Kind o
help break me in to feelin’  like the
oiher bloated plutocrats if you sort o
chew the rag cancernian” my swag. Yuon
see, ten thousand beautiful plunks is
new to me.

“Make me luy drinks. Try to do me,
e with my lla\ls; the

Teetors
“I ain’t awal-
5. You always was o

“You huut Fat me moiey,
declaved apoplectically.
lowin' pipe drea
liar, Skinny,”

Skinny beamed on the angry wman awl
ied:
hat's it, Teeters, et the ste
Tt tips me of on  how niee il is to
bhe rich, when I see you showin® low
hard it i8 to be poor. [ pittin® veed
to it, havin® unlimited vein for a con-
siderable spell. But 1 ean imagine jost
how yu feel, Feeters, Do it wome
mare, olil socks"

Teelers grew purple.

“Nobmdy has seen you a-Hasliing any
particelur wad.  Keep it in hanks, don't
yu! Got safedepasit bo bain't ye?
Didn't T my you was a li T did, and
you are!

Teeters rnised his voice sa that Marie
at her desk could hear Lime .

“Yan aint got no woney, Skinny.
We're on to you, Skinny. Call it oll!
¥ve hear? You make me sick!™

"\l\mrl\' Tend listened with a smile® nf
amused  tuleranee.  He nuw  spoke
cheerfully; -

n up.

“You do me a heap of goud Tecters,
an’ thats nu fake! I've a yowl mind
jest to make you mazdder 1o show-~—="

He broke off and sat is deep thowght.
Finully, he thrust a hand inte his
breast pwcket amt slowly drew focth
a leng Wack pockel-bosk, which he
openmd with great solempity and re-
vealed u thick stack of bills, The outer
one wis for five hunbred dodlars,

s irritated  pals  deaned forward,
Rpeezes coughed delicately, while Tumpy
trembled aml Teeters brow hended
with perapiration. They were experts
in the consideration of cash. This was
xenuine money. An andible sigh went
up frem the three.

Sudidenly Skinny shut the luml. amd
returned il to his poeket.

111,

The three withdrew in rage znd de-
spair, Teay Kinny in possession of
the tedd.  Outside, they separated, and
each went his way plone.  Evidently
it wonld be useless at this time to dis-

triumph. He had the
money, amwt to lhave the money was
equivalent to i the yirl, in the

opinion of the three.

Witheut the money they were power-
less to interrupt the carcer of their vie-
< rival. Marie had refused them
penniless too offen to leave any lope
thta it wax in their sweans to win ler
without a gelden lere, And Skinny lad
thal  lur Ten thousand dollars? 1t
was more than any one af the three
had ever possessed.

They regarded Skinuy with a eertain
awe as the owner of such wealth, amd
hated him with the virulent hate born
of envy. It was strange (hat pever be-
fore had Tee bousted of the meaey which
might e lis one day. However, this
very teticenee male the fact more ap-
palling from the shaek of surprise.

Skinny had the money - - he wonld
have Marie. It was & frightfnl situa-
tion, and the three eorsed Skinny's

fate anm| their own with aay: vze inten
sity,

Meanttme. Shinny hi
ed with Mavie's meoth
of the cale, where one,e ;
porket-book displayed, )
the Brst bill wias stripped from gl p;h_‘
aml pased over to Maldawe, after which
Mo

Il was cloxet-
& TENT KO0
I the I vk

legal lonking  docunients wele
shrmed.
Finally Skinny. on his way out at a

late Irour. whe
conversed at ler
patiing  Kisse her. Then  =Skimay
strode forth sl = might e ex-
pected of one who hax fallen b to a
Fortune aml gained 4 sweethenrr.

It w

The ciie was
th with Marvie,

ar late

when Skiney at Inst
tumhbted into berl. He felr asleep al-
most instantly. A little later he was
nwakened throngh same subtle instiset,
for no noise hul distwrbed him,

Smllenly he sak boll upright i bed
anl listened  alevtly.  There was no
sol except the distant rmumbling  of
the teaflie, vet e dbl not felax his
atfention. 1t was pevlaps fve niinugtbs
before anything happened to justify his
vigilanee. Then  he detected a shght
creaking on the stairwny

Instantly Skinng stipped ont of Led
nmlb took up a stratege pesition he-

hind u s#fa that slood agaiest the wall
near the dooer.
From this print of vartage he was

whle buth to hear and to see. as n f:
light eame in from the street aml
sauftivient illnmination {fur one fan
with the mem, Skinny was pow cun
vineed that his tasfinet had not plaved
him false, for the creaking on the stuir

And the noise was of »
ions character.

In 1k fourth-rate  boarding-honse,
nhere  Skinny tained  his imex-
persive 3 in il halls
wers not of rire ocenrtehee, for hilu-
Tows bonvders were wont ta retinm late
aned sonoronsly. But 1hiz soumt wns
quite alifferent. T4 wns  stenliby and
sighificant of lrmn'he:'.\'. as of the crufiy
appraaneh of one who sought to de evid
wkletertell Bkinny  eroucheld  belund

All Bushmen Use It

Loss of Appetite and General Exhaustion Quickly Corrected. Even

Scurvy is Quickly Cured,

A Graat Biood-Purifier,

Mr. Granger Ward, of Ferndal
* Estate, Brisbune, Quecnsland, seud
us bis phutograph, and gives thl
¥ery strong testimonial:

**Some years ago wlhile in Amueric
1 had fever and ague, which left w
in a most weak state and quite dor
up., I tank some of Ayver's Sars
parilla and it sone put me to righty
and my streagth returned. I ca
safely recommend it to others.
alsn in this eountry had, while it
the bush, an attack of scurvy, and
I snon got rid of this complain
through usivg the same rewedy.
Fur cleansing the blood, and o
eraptions of the skin, I do aot thiu?
itvan be beat.  Allbushmen use it.”

OFf course you knew very well that the w:-\_y to cure a disense is first &

remove the cause.
washes {for rashes and eraptions,
stimulants for weak nerves,
the trouble.

health returns,

Hence, you say, tliere is no sense in using vintments and
Neither
First of all, go down deop to tho cause of af
Yow will flud it in the hlood.
all tha tmpurities from the blowd an

is thera any scuse in taking

Ayer's Sarsaparilla takes gy
makes it rich and red. Then goo

Wo other Sarsaparilla is like “tAyers " Sarsaparilla. 1o not forget that

Look out for imitations.

Thoy are everywhere.

Carefully avoid them.

AYER’S Sarsaparilla

Purifies, Enriches, Strengthens, Bui]js Up.

Tnke Ayer’s Pills with Ayer’s Sarsaparitla. One aids the other.
Frepared by DR. J. C, ATER 0Q., Zowsll, Mass., U, B, A,



