WHW. ROCKEFELLER
AND HIS
* PRIVATE PARK
A

Continned frem page 3.

March, 1902, he caused the old man's
aivest for fishing in & braneh of the
Et. Regis River, which the millionaire
cizims to own,
. Thia is mot ail.
magnate had also braught suit aganst
Laniora wnder the eommon law for £15
fur trespass, He got six cents. Thia
way followed by srother suit, this time
for  exemplary damages, which was
soon withdrawn. Rockefeller has been
making legal action pretty expensive in
time, money, and worry far the obstin-
ate lisherman. -
The campaign- against Rrandon now
began to broaden. Bigns warning off
trespassers were put up on al the road:
_ le=ding out from the town. Many of
these are highroads, but the ‘Ronkefe!‘
ler attorneys assume that they are pri-
vate property. “Let the other fellows
prove that they aré highways™ say
i1he TawyeFd. (Nd trails - were closed,
and harrejd apainst the passage of the
Brandonites. Residents of the little
mettiement,” who had obtaired employ-
orent in & lamber company eonirolied
by Williamt Rackefeller, were discharg-
ed at the behest of the Bay Pond es-
tate watchera. The word went forth
that ne Arandon pan eculd grt & job
in that country. Children going out
from the hawmlet to pick berries on the
mountainsides were driven home by
the watchers and thregtened with harm
if they repcated the offence. - Undeni-
-ally the berries belonged to Rockefel-
ler. But in view of the fact that they
were uever marketed, and that ninety-
nine per sent  of tiu-m were left to
wither on the bushes, the inhibition is
regntited by thoke most concerned as
lmhqh, thoungh legal enough. -

But the Rockefeller emmployees have
rot always kept within the law, and

hereir, presummbly, they hove gone be-

yond- their instructions.” A Hrandon
man aamed Bareumb, while fishing in
the 5t Regis, had hh. pele shot in two
hy a watcher whe 1a a erack marksman.
At the 'sapre time he wias streck by a
rock, from thé hand of the watther’s
compapion. Hoth aesiilants were ar-
reafed, but hefore the case came up for
trinl, Bareumb ({without any procure-
ment on the part.'u! the Rackefeiler
infliencen, it is bt fair te asy} had
gone to the ‘poorhouse. Other charges
of vivlenee are macde agrinst the game-

keeprrs, but maqL af ‘thema ack sub-
gtantiation, - . -

Naturally. niethods such 38 these
made William Rackefeller uapopular,

but what followed was & gerer exaspera-
tiom to the thinnihg  population of
Branidon. - b -

Hince 1887 the fiitle place has had w
post-oftice of jt® own. It waa ju tho
widdle of the village, convenient for
all, and the nearest available point,
mareaver, for several lumber eamps in
the' vieinity.  late "in' April of last
year- William  Hockefeller wrote & let-
ter to Henry (. Pavne, then Post-
master-General, about the post-office at
Hrandun, . Persona who -declare that
they have seen this .domment quote
from it this - -passages “Heretnfore yon
have granied us .ngay favours. - We
have still one more te ask of yew, that
yoir rendave the poat-oftice !'rnm Bran-
don' ta Hay Iond.” -

Alr Payne i= dend; saffice it tu say of
him thaf Le was & pian peculiarly am-
enable to =uzeh influencen as Ar Rocke-
feller could ‘bring to bear. Instead of
referring the matter to the Fourth As-
kirtant: PratuaatersGeneral, Mr Bris-

tow {an oflicial reputed to e disoblig- -

ing in delicate. matiers of this sort),
RS is custoiary inthe affairs of fourth-
etass post-oftices. Mr Payne kimeel sent
mn inxpector to investigute, Before the
inspector'a repurt came in, Mr Payne,
by what urgemey it is impossible to
siate, took matters into his own hands
and ordered the Brandom past - office
closed. The effects .were remaved to
Bay Pond, » settlement . exclusively
made up of the Rockefeller menage, foutc
miles distant in the. heart of _the es-
tate. The persondl kequest of » pri-
vate citizen hnd muficed to move &
port-office from & point where it war
neaded to B point where it wasn't. Bay
Pond already hed ' post-office “of -ita

own.
, To the Brandod pecple ihis sewmad
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an injustice. Some of them even went
w0 far as to say that the Governmeat
had been influenced by Mr Rockefellac’s
poxition and riches. They got up a preti-
tion for the return of their post-otfice.
Beventy four people migned it--a aumna-
ber, by the way, considerabiy in excess
of the Bay Pond population. The peti-
tion went to Washington ard was pigeon
holed. Brandon came to understand
that it could tramp to Hay Pond for ity
meit, or it could go. without. It {ramp-
ed.  Ard it iramiped over roads lined
with signe announcing that this was
Willinm Rovketellars private park, and
warning ireapnesers away under proalty
of the lnw. That is, the United States
was maintnining a post alfice to which
Mr Rockefeller inight, if his claims wers
made good, deny avcesu Lo any person
distasteful to lim. That le Jdid nat
deny such access perhaps speaks well
for his wisdom. :

On the whole, the Rockeieller em-
ployees were not disebliging to the
Brandon people in the matter of mail
The postmaster at Hay Fond even weni

beyond the requirerents of lis office,.

often sending mail down to Brandon by
one or ancther of the cailtoad hands,
But the rape of their pust-office rankled
in the minds of the Brondon folk. One

day lant fall Oliver Lamorn sent his son.

fo Bay Pond after w newspaper which
he oxpected. The bom returned empty-
handed. Thereupon the olii man «hould-
ered his rifle and aet out himsell. At
the post-office he fouml Willinm Rocke-
feller and Flndera, the watvner., La-
mora declarea with glee that Rocke
feller immedintely s'epped behind his
employee and maintained that strategie
position thrvonghout . the procecdings.
Kot thot there was any ilapger, says the
old man, for he only brought the wea-
pon (o protect himself against Mr
Rackefeller's wild deer. lamora de-
mended his paper. The postmaster in-
atituted a search, found it in & corner
where it had been mislaid, and delivered
it with an apolngy.

William Rockefeller dees not serm to
e an object of personal hatred; as was,
for imstance, his neighbour, Orlamlo P

. Dexter, who wet so tragic and mya‘ert-

ous an eod in 1003, Bexter was g mil-
lipraire owrer who had not, only prose-
vited reientlessly, but persecuted with
all she powers of the law, those whn
attempled to majniaim what they con-
sidered their rights agninst him, Openly
anrouneing his, intent to roin certain
resident owners, he set about his ewds
through process of law Ly which he did
noi live to benetit.  They found him
dead on the readwny which he hpd made
private, thereby campelling a neighbonr-
ing lamberman to make a circuit so long
that his timber beeame practically un-
marketable; shat from ambush by n
murderer who Isft no clue.  Willtam

Rackefelier left his place the day after -

1the murder and left in haste, it s said.
Since then, so HBrandon penple tel me,
several bullets Dhave been shot  into
the Rockeleller buildings during  the
owner's absence. Even if this be tmme,
amd it is denied. it might well be acei-
dentz]l in m region where there is so
much hunting with rifles which cairy
several miles. I'eople there are in that
neighbourhood whoe woold be glad to
bhave Raeckefeller believe limself in dan-
ger of Dexter’a fate, Jut the Standarnd
(il millionoire, uniesa he Ahould employ
metlods ar rulliless an Dexter’s {wiieh,
he hae not yet dome), is not lkely to
arpuse the uality of vindictivene.s
whicls speeds the sssassin’s bullet. Any-

way. ltis own people, who seem dovnted
tp his interests, are &, consiant gafe-
gurrd,

Professor G. U, Curtis, who is assist-
ant geclogien]l professor in Harvard
University, leaves Auwcklrnd  thisn wecek
for America in the Ventura. He vecently
paitd a visit to Millood Sewml and the
placial regions of the Houthern Alps.
e was a member of the seiantific exype-
dition that sailed from few Yok for

Martinique within thirty hours of the

Muunt Deiee eription, He cnmped for
six wecks on the mountnin, tuki=g geo-

-lngical ohservations, aml the esult of

hia work wau the most valuable contri-
bution made by mEny weniber of the
party. DProfessor Curtis speaks in the
highest -terma of Nr. Hell, the Govern-

- ment Genlogist, with whom he studied

st Harvard, A brether of Professor
Curtim han succeeded to Dr, Hell'n posi-
The profesanr made
several excursionn in the neighbour-
hotd of Mount Cook, and painted some
picturen.
ke painted so ]ong that his brulh froze
to the canvam M T e—
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Mr and Mrs Arthur Myers. of Auck-
land, have been visiting Rotorua.

Mra McCallum {Dannevirke) ﬁns heen
visiting Mre A. Gy, Palnerston North,
Alrs Rell and Mrs Tripe (Inimerston
North) went to Wanganui far the mces.

Mrs Innes (Paliaerston North) paid &
shart visit to Wanganui last week,

Mrs anrd the Misses Boyle lave re-
turned to (hrlst(huuh from Waimnte.

Miss L. West is l-acL in Wellington
after a stay at Costlepoint.
© Mra Rawnsley is hack in Wellington
after a month or so.in Christchurch.

Mrs. Friend, of Palmerston North, is
staying in Wanganui on a short visit.

Miss Coates is back in Wellington
after & shurt stay @1 the Wairnrapa.
© Mrs Charles Gordon  (ilastings) is
visiting lier mother. Mrs Michael Camp-
bell, at Avonside, Claistehureh.

Mrs Melville Jameson, Timarn, is
paying o visit to Mrs Eiworthy ail-her
residence, Papanui-road, Christelureh.

Misa Bl Burke, who has bern staying
in Gisborne for soure months, hns re-
turned to Napier.

Mins Muriel Mears (Merivale)  han
gone to Timaruw on a visit to Mrs New
man. -

Mr aud Mra Enbling (Weilington) are
viziting their old friende at Christ-
church. -

Mr Gt. Clair {(of Messra. Hall and Co.y
leaves Auckland this week for Bam
Francisen vn n trip round ihe world.

Mra, guqd Misa Kenny (Auckland), wha
are living in Hawera for a few wmonths,
have taken Mr. Koch’s house,

Br. and Mrs. Skeraan, of Marton,
have been in Wanganui for a shart huh-
a\.

Mr. Russell Duncan has retnraed to
Nuapier from his visit o the Southerst
lslands in the Hinemon.

Misg Lodung. Napier, has eft for Ryd-
ney en route for London by the P, nu(l
0. 8.8, India.

Mr. and Mrs. Oeford, of Wanganum, are
the guesis of Mr. ond Mrs. Bireh, in
Rangitikei.

Misg €, Genham (Dunedin is in the
Rangitikei district, p;umg a round of
visits.

Mr and '\hn Firth. whe Im\r treen
sperling the holidays et Nelson, are
Luck o Wellington again.

Mr and Mra Fﬂlhlmg whn have bt‘fl’l
visiting friemds in Canterbury, are ek
in Wellington agnin,

Mra and Miss® Somerville are back
in Wellington after a visit 1o Master-
ton.

Mr V. A, Ryprowl, of the O«enmr
Steamship Company Iraves  Auckland
this veek on & visit to Ban Francires

Mr. Bradrick, fGovernment Surveynr,
s busily engagad in the work of :I'e'dl\!d-
ing the Flaxbourne istnte.

Mre C. E. Waldegrave (Palmerston
North) has gone to Hastings. =he is
visiting Mrs C. Henneit.

Mr and Mrs Tibhs, of Aurkland. have
Wen visiting My and Mrs Welis, of
"Oakleigh,” Cambridge,

Mra Provde nnd Miss E. Taxlor are
the guests of Mrs Tuylor, of “Harlowie,”
Cambridge.
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Alisa Rulle Allem (Picten), whe
been visiting ler  sister,
in Riclunoud, Nelsou,

has
Mra. Chaylor,
Dy peturned home.

Mrs Marrimer, aml her sister, Miza
Rive, ure still sinyug at “salthurst,”
Cuanbrlidge.

Ale. T. Seott samith, S M., and Mra
Sriith  (Picten) are  vikiting  Christs
churels,

Mr aud Mys E. R Bluomifield relurned
fram  their visit o Australia by the
Muvaros an Sunday.

Mr. A P Wilson, who las twen on =
visit to Syduey, reluried on Xundey by
the Mararoa,

Mr. T. O, Rob=on, nl(h||~.|(hurrh hom.
secretary of the . Anmnteur Boxiong
Associndion, Is visitiag Auckland,

Mz Juwdd, of Aucklaml, hae  beem
spending & few duys in Cambridge with
Archdescon and Mrs Wallis

Mrs Dadley anidl her sisler, M ilea-
phy, have veturned tn Awackland, after
spending a month in Cambridge,

Miss Wright, nf “Loloma,” Cambriige,

= in Anckland for & month's  vislk
amnngst friends.
Miss Rlnbes. of Aucklaml, is 2t pre-

sent visiting Mix G, Ruociman, of Cam-
bridge,

Mre aml Mys tirunt 8im have returmed
to I"tlmersion North from their wedding
trip to Auckland aul Rotarua.

Mr aud Mrx N, Gary (Danmevirke)
were visitors to Palmerston North dars
ing last week,

Mrs Mackay, and ber little daughier
Dointhy Lave been the guests of Dr.
nnd Mry Rober! u, of Cminbvidge, for tes
duyk . -

Tr. Wohhnonn, Government Rotarolo-
pgirt, is returning from Hunmer to Roto-

s, {ie was in Wellingtun on Satwr
clay. .
It i¥ nnderstood in Omechunga that

Father Malhoney wilt srcrced to the par
ish rendered veeant by ihe late Mum
Rignul Paul’s death,

Mr Mepham Ferguson, the well-knows
enginver, uf Melbourne, mirvival in Auck-
land on Sunday by tie Mararos, and is
staving at the Graud Hotel, -

Mrs Elworthy has veturned to Chrimt-
church from Gisborne, “where rhe has
Been stayiug wi.h her daughter, Mra
Williawson,

Mr and Mes G Tlelmes, Halswell,
Canterhury, gecormipanied by Iwe
their Ll.lugllluls ure ou a visit to Rotn-
Tua,

Mr A, 11, Barten G, and Mr .
Nieceol, GS, of the N.Z  Freemuawna,
wha have been visiting Auckland, went
Lark to Welingtun last week,

Mr, I Sarvgond arvived here from the
Sauth by the Moana on  Sunday, asd
Traves this week for Califoruin by the
Ventura., on & pleasure excursion.

Mra Penree lims rehurned to Master-
ton wfler o short stay in Wellington,
where slit was the goesi of Mrs G
Johaston.

AMr oand Mre W. Kettle, of Grey-
wouth, leave Auckland  this  wrek Toe
America by the Ventura on a trip ronnd
the world,

Miss N, Henth (Wellington) las re-
turued” from Nnppier, where sho  hne
Teen visiting reluiives during the holi-
days.

My, I Wallaee has been appointed &
drpul_l, Govermnent  Uermmivsioner  at
Niue, aud fie lenves for the island in the
Couniess of Ranfiurly on her next trip.

Mr and Mirs nwd the Mivsea Mandel
(3). Weilington, feit hy the Gothic for
A trip to Fuglid, They will probably

e awny alwul a year,

INKS.
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