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CHATS ABOUT RARE CHINA.
SOME SPECIMENS OF LOWESTOFT.

HERE ¢an be no doubt that the

I attention of all lovers of Eng-
lish china bus been turned to-

wards Lowestoft for the past

two years. Whether in the long run
the pussessars of reputed Towestoft

bowls and beakers aml of vases and
dishes embluzoned  with  heraldie  de-
x will eome gut of the inguiry

with such a styong belief in their cher-
ished treasures is quite another muaiter.

It has heen e-tablished that hard
puste was not manufactured at Lowes-
toft, amd it is equally true that the
turd paste pieces from the East were
not decarated at Lowestofl, us it is
pu less true that the hundreds of
Lowestoft plates and vases, made to-
day it n certain little out-of -theaway
factory not so very far from Pavis and
solil in Englund as Lowestoft. are in-
nocent of ever having scen that Tast
Anglian watering-place.

Before turmng to the exquisite ex-
amples of Lowestoft that we are en-
abled to jlustrate, we may say in pass-
ing that. like old Gaul, Lowestoft ¢hina
may be divided into three pavts—
Lowestoft hard paste, so-called, hither-
to wrongly attributed to that fdctory
but reully emamating from the East;
spurious Lowestoft of recent manufac-
ture, made in France to be frandulently
spld as real old Lowestoft—and lastly,
there is the genuwine Lowestott, which
latter variety is the only kind worthy

af the attention of the eolleetor.
In Mr 8. . Fenton's collertion
which we illustrate, the surface of

many of the pieces in relief and the
raised swrface 15 of & herring-bone pat-
teru. very similar to the style and bhav-
inex the eral characteristies of the
fragpuents of monlds and piceces which
were [ound on the site of the old far-
tory. A cearcful comparison with the
maoulds and the spreimens now at the
British Museum has enabled some of
ithe leading experts te pronnunce these
pieces to he typieally representative of
Lowestoft at its best.

The ecoffee-pot is finely decorated
with  vermilion and yellow Horal
wreaths on lid and top. while the
landseape on one side and the ship
on the Teverse are beth in puce. 'I'he
handle and spout are typically Towes-
toft in design. The peculiar herring-
bone raised decoration is wvery pro-
nounced in this specimen.

The tea-pot has & landscape on the
panel which is painted in a delieate
shade of puce. The roses are pencil-
led in carmine. and the serolled decora-
tinnw are raised. The cups are of a
similar deeoration and of thianer china

than is nsually attributed to Lnwes-
toft. The exgnisite shaped handles
are an especial feature. Om the tea-

pot is a butterfly painted in pale green
and earmine on one of the panels.

In the basin and cream-jug land-
scapes of delieate puce eolour fill the
panels. and a butteriy emerald green
and red, and ils fellow in red and
vellow disport themselves. Inside the
basin there is a finely modelled tea-
rase af mitural colour and the leaves
are rich green and well drawna and the
stalk. which is an inch Inng. shows the
thorns minutely pencilled on it. We
note these details as ta colour beeanse
it is oftentimes helieved that the Lowes-
toft colanrs are always pale mauve
nr n thin red. and the befief that
Lowestaft roses are without =stalks 1%
shattrred by this specimen.

What shnll we say of our next illus-
tratinn? Tt is a beautiful examnpice. and
experts who have examined it believe
it to be Lawestoft. but their previous
theorirs regatling Toswestoft are shak-
cn. Their nnly deunbt ennerrning 1t s
that it i= tne goad ever to have come
out. of Lowestoft, But this is met
by the very pertinent query—if it is
net Lowestaft what is it A= yvet no.
bady has heen able to answer.  Tn ap-
pearaner it resemblez the Japan pat-
torns of Inte Nerhe. Tt is @ inches in
diameter, and 13 inches deep.

The paste. rapecinlly under 1he vase.
T the peruliar areenish hue af Tower-
taft. nml in plaer heara the sand clouds
which are ane of the characteristies of
the fartnry, as unmistakable tn the
ennnnissrur nx the apirnl  ridess af
Rristel or the batter-pudding like ap-
prarance of the boses of Longton Hall
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figures.

and is decorated in gold.

potted, and distinetly
piece.

It ia rich blue and vermllion,

1t in well
n remarkable

1905

A fine punch-bowl 8} inches in dia-
meter and 4 inches high is of beautiful
blue. almost the blue of Worcester. We
give the design which appears on the

P ST

COFFEE POT

rim. & perfect example of colouring and
design, and the rose at the bottum of
the basin is obviously drawa by no
mean artist.

- : o : ; . .
{5} duches high)., Showing bath sides, delicate puce panel, carmine roses, raised seroll decorations, herring-bone surface.

AND CUPS.

COLOUNING.
gald, B ins, in
inehes e,

BASIN (34ins. high) AND CREAM JUG {44 inches hight. TEAPOT
PUNCH BOWL. DISIE OF  RARE
In blue and white, 83 ius. in dinmeter, Llue, vermilion and
and 4 ins. high thiuneter, ond 14
GROUP OF GENUINE PIECES OF LOWESTOFT IN THE UCOLLECTION OF

MR YALLOP,

OF LOWESTOFT.



