
Turf Gossip
TURF FIXTURES.

May 20 aud 24—Takapuna J.C. Winter
May 24 and 25—Wanganui J.C. Winter
May 24 and 25—North Otago J.C. Winter
June 2 and 3—Dunedin J.C. Winter
June 3 and s—Otaki Maori R.C. Winter
June 3,7, and 10—Auckland R.C. Great

Northern Steeplechase
June 21 and 22—Hawkes Ray J.C. Winter
June 28 and 29—Napier Park R.C. Winter
July 6 aud 7—Gisborne R.C. Winter
July 11 and 14—Wellington R.C. Winter

TURF NOTES.

A noticeable absentee from the Great

Northern Steeplechase is o.d Dingo.

Tlie English Derby will be decided to-day
(Wednesday, May 31st).

None of the fancied candidates for the
Great Northern Hurdles have declinedtheir
engagements.

The Cyrenian—St. Marguerite colt in C.
Weal’s stable has had the name of Cyrettus
claimed for him.

Toledo, the well known hack hurdler,
recently arrived from the South, and has
gene into J. Conway’s stable. *

Mr 11. B, Massey, well known in racing
circles, has been appointed Registrar of
Electors for the Parnell district.

The owners of Gladstone had another
offer from Sydney last week for the colt,
but so far no business has resulted.

The most noteworthy withdrawals from
the Great Northern Steeplechase arc Trum-
pery, Moccasin, Swimmer, and Eclair.

Messrs A. Hanna and H. T. Gorrie have
st nt in their resignations as stewards of
the Avondale Jockey Club.

Doral bookmakers have been inundated
With inquiries for Trumpery aud Eclair
for the Wanganui double.

The Forbury Park races have been po.t-

fhnivd till Saturday next owing to steady
rain setting in.

The latest betting on the English Derby,
which is run on the 31st inst., is 9 to *4
Cicero, 4 to 1 Vaider, 9 to 2 .lardy, 8 to 1

Vedas, 25 to 1 Llangibby and Signorino.

The pony Ilinemoa has made her reap-
pearance on the training tracks at Ellers-
lie after a long absence. She is being train-

ed by IL Barr.

Four of the Hon. If. Mossman’s horses
wore shipped to Sydney last week by
the Mararoa. the lot being Dunmore, Lily-
mc-a. Elspeth, and Ilorsa.

It is stated that J. McGregor, who was
recently granted a license by the Auck-

Racing Club, will have the mount
on Kiatere in his engagements.

Although Exmoor has been allowed to

drop out of the Great Northern Hurdles, he

has been nominated for the welter events

at the A.R.C. Winter Meeting.

Mechanic, who was purchased by Mr

Brophy, of Suva, after the selling race
at the last Avondale Meeting, was sbip-
1> xb to theIslands by the Moura Inst Wed-
nesday.

Auckland will be without a representa-
tive at the Wanganui Jockey Club’s Winter
Meeting. Both Haydn and Romeo have

been allowed to drop out of their engage-
ments.

Diamond Drill, who figures amongst the
nominations for the Jumping events at the
A.R.C. Winter Meeting, hails from the
•Upper Thames.

The Wanganui Jockey Club’s Winter
Meeting takes place to-day. May 24th
and 25th. The running (here should throw

m little light on th? Great Northern Hurdles
and Stetpiechase.

Pipiwharauroa, who has been off the

acene for a long time, during which time he
has been doing duty at the stud, figures
amongst the nominations for the pony
.events at the A.R.C. Winter Meeting.

Monoform has been put into work again
after a spell of five or six months, and he

is now a regular attendant on the tracks at

Ellerslie. He is stil lan inmate of Frank

Marinaneiuln’s stable.

Bast - week, at Ellerslie, Mona
and Cuiraguo did a' mile and a-liulf over
the hurdles on the course proper, both

funding well. Derida, alone?, did a
simi-

tar task tn a taking manner. luntskillen
and hiKlo were sent a round of the steeple-
chase country, fencing well until the wa-
ter waa reached, when Dudo stopped. He
was,, however, got over at the second at-
tempt.

Caiinoiigate was sent up to his owner’s
farm at Mauku recently. Unless the old
gelding makes a surprising recovery, we

have probably seen the last of him as a

competitor.

In Tennessee (America) a Bill has been
passed prohibiting betting on race trucks
in that State, it is safe to say that un-

less the measure is repealed there will not
be much racing in Tennessee in future.

Romeo so far has not been given an
opportunity to show his jumping abilities
at Ellerslie. Were his trainer to fetch

him out, and he perfot med satisfactorily,
he would see a very short price for the
Great Northern Hurdles.

Andy Regan was offered for sale on Fri-
day last by Messrs A. Buckland & Sons, and
at 2J guineas was knocked down to Mr

W. Kilgour. Th? horse went back to C.
Weal’s stable. Kapauui was also offered
at the same time, but the bidding stop-
ping at 17 guineas he was passed in.

Romeo still remains tn the Great North-
ern Hurdles. Opinions as to whether he"
has shown ability in private over the hur-
dles are very divided. Some maintain that
ho has done a lot of schooling over the
small fences, while others are just as posi-
tive that he has not been tried over them.
However, the matter ought to be sot at rest

during the next few days.

Kamo, who was purchased last Autumn
at Mr .11. Friedlander’s dispersal sale and

taken to Australia. won the Brighton
Handicap, six furlongs, at the V.A.T.C.
May Meeting. Kamo, who ran in the nom-
ination of Mr F. Leslie, carried 7.13, and

starting at 9 Jo 4, won easily by three
lengths.

Rome surprise has been expressed at the
absence of Moccasin’s name from the list
of acceptors in the Steeplechase, while it

appears amongst the iiomiuatlons for some
of theminor events. The reason of this is

explained by the fact that Mr Brown, the
owner of the horse, nominated him for

these events before his departure for Aus-

tralia some little time age.

Up to Dite, who claims an engagement
in the Great Northern Steplechase, arrived
from Sydney per Victoria on Monday, and

was immediately taken out to his new

quarters at F. Macmauemiu’s. Mr Lyons’
gelding which came over in charge of
S. Howie, was landed in splendid condi-
tion, and his supporters will have 110 neea
for any fear on that account.

Waikato, who was bp.dly galloped on
while contesting the Easter Handicap at
the last A.R.C. Autumn Meeting, and has
consequently been on the retired list ever

siuce, made his reappearance on the tracks
last * Monday. Although he lias not yet
thoroughly recovered from his injuries,
his owner has decided to keep him in

light work, In preferuce to turning him
out altogether.

Avalanche, who was recently taken in

hand after a short spell, again developed
symptoms of soreness, and had to be thrown
out of work. It is not yet definitely de-
cided whether Avalanche will be asked

to race again, or whether she will go to
tho stud. It is understood, if the latter

course is decided upon, that an effort wilt
be made to ge a service from the Hon.

J. D. Ormond’s imported sire Birkenhead.

The McCluakie disqualification ease?
reached aonother stage last week, when a

meeting of the Avondale Jockey Chib stew-

ards was held, and the following resolu-
tion was passed: “That as the Auckland
Racing Club refused to endorse the dis-
qualification on the jockey J. McCluskio,
that the Avondale Jockey Club decide to

appeal to the New Zealand Rating Con-

ference for their ruling on the matter.’’
The decision of the Conference win be
awaited with Interest.

The display given by I.ady I lune last

Thursday afternoon in her schooling gal-
lop created anything but a favourable
impression on those who witnessed it. and

the general opinion expressed was that the

mare will hardly he seasoned enough to

play a prominent part in the forthcom-
ing Great Northern Hurdle Race. Of
course, there Is stil a fortnight to go,
and wonders have been worked with horses
lu even shorter time than rnat, but at pre-
sent there is not much encouragement to
support her for the big hurdle race.

’The stewards of the English Jockey Club
have at last awakened to the fact that
their comparative neglect of th? general

public with regard to the Newmarket meet-

ings has not been profitable. This is now

evidenced by the abolition of tol’s for

cabs driving up to the stands; by the re-

flagging of the enclosures; aud by th? re-
duction of the price for admission to the

old five shilling ling to half a crown. This

Is clearly a move In the right direction,
•nd suggests a policy of attraction instead
•f repulsion*

''The Pakuranga hounds met on Satur-
day at the Star and Garter Hotel. Pan-
mure, and from there a move wax n»ndt*

to the most popular hunting country about

Auckland Sylvia Park. There was a large
attendance of followers present, but, un-

fortunately, hans were very scarce, ami it

was well on in the afternoon before the
hounds were on the scent, one being put
itp on Mr Dibble’s farm, aud giving a mer-
ry chase over the properties of Messrs Dib-
ble, Nathan Bros.. Morrison, Why mar. and
Wallace, the quarry eventually escaping.
The hounds meet next Saturday at St.
John's College.

The question of belting is again agitat-
ing the public mind in England, and the
Street Betting Bill will probably lie before
Parliament next session. Refcnhig to the
matter, the London “Sportsman’’ says:
“I he South of the Thames Commission
Agents’ Protection Society anticipates br-

ing able to get two members to block it
when it reaches the Commons. There
ought to be plenty of good sports in the
Lower House willing to do that, for it
should never be forgotten that what tin
promoters of the Bill aim at is not street
betting meieJy. That is but the first step
to the attempted suppression of betting in
its entirety when applied to sport.’’

John Schorr, the millionaire brewer, an-
nounces that hr has quit betting, that his
losses in that direction amount to
in the past few years Isays Now York

“Spcrts of the Times’’) Which shows that

while a man may be clever enough to sell

a Judith Campbell to a William C. Whit-
ney, he Is not clever enough to make a
profit at a rather simple business. There
is no fortune in it, Mr Schorr, but surely
you must know from a dozen to a score of

men who for long years have made a steady
income from backing horses on a business
basis, with no plunging, and with compe-
tent capital. It Is the poor business men

of the turf who lose. Then Mr Schorr re-
duces his two-year-old purchases and lays
it to anti-racing legislation!.

An exchange says: As Jack Cobbott, the

good-natured philosopher, whose graceful
racecourse writings adorn “The Sporting
Life,” was hurrying across the ring, one

of Tatt’s irrechiimables buttonholed him
with:—

“Heie— I ain't touched a winner yet —

what’s the tip this time? They tell me

the fav’rite ain't spinnin’, and the top
*Oll won’t try, and
“ ‘Homunculi quanti sunt!' •”

says Plau-
tus, “and by gad he's right’.’’ cried Cob-

bet t, disengaging his jacket and continuing
on his way; and five minutes later a

puzzled turf-camp follower, who had gone
down the whole of the entries with a

tobacco-stained forefinger. to!d a pa! that
he’d had a tip from the Press Room, but
the ruddy horse wasn’t on the card at ail!

The American Year Book shows that,
while 1904 was not a champion year, it
still has a few to its credit. There was no

advance in the world's record and the live

and four year old championships. Directum

2.54, still holds the latter from 1893. In

the same year Fantasy won the three
year old championship in 2.8J. It still re-

mains. and the 2.10? or Arion in 1891 is
still unchallenged. Cresceus, shorn of his

record of 1.59i, still retains the stallion
championship with his record of 2.2i. The

championships to the credit of-1904 are as

follows:— Dan Patch cut the pacing re-
cord to 1.56; Angus Pointer, the paring
waggon race record to 2.44; I’harley Mar.
to saddle, put the record at 2.14J; while
The Monk, and Equity placed the trotting
record fw teams at 2.7J.

. Betting on the Great Northern Hurdles
and Steeplechase is livening up a bit since
the declaration of the weights, and during
tlie week the following wagers have been
booked: 41M) to 6 Trumpery and Princess

of Thule, 200 to 2 Trumpery and Major.
♦MX) to 8 Trmnpeiy and Kiatere, 750 to 9

Trumpety and Trumpery, 300 to 3 Romeo

and Swimmer. .‘{so to 4 Romeo anil Kia-
tere, 300 to 6 Dady llune and Haydn, 500
to 6 Lady Hune and Kiatere, 500 to 5 Lady
llrne ami Up-to-Date, 300 to 3 Lady Iltiuo

and Swimmer, 700 to 7 I.ady Hune and

Trumpery, s(r to 76 Daily Hune and limis-
killen. 200 to 2 inniskillcn ami I’p-to-Datc,
500 to 5 Innlskillen and liinfakiileii, 500 to
5 Princess of Thule and Princes of Thule.
500 to 2j Fierinosca and Kiatere. 500 to 2

Fleniioscn and Evcrmoie, 250 to 2 Irish ami

lni*iskillP!i. 250 to 2 Cavalry and Eclair,
250 to 2 Cavalry and luuiskfllen.

He was a young reporter, and green to
the game of race-reporting; but duly cal-

led him to one of the local National Hunt

meetings, where he was most persistent
in his inquiries into the betting, tho de-

scription of the races, and the other little
matters which go to complete the work of

the Turf Journalist.
At last th? meeting drew to its conclu-

sion. /here wcie but three runners for

the closing race. He had received particu-
lars of the wagering, and the request was

for a description of the running.
“Well,’’ said the patient soul that had

listened to the inquiries of the local press-
man all day. “there’s no difficulty about
that description. They ran as arranged
throughout—winning by a length; a bad

thlid.”

Anil the “description” will be found

printed in the tiles of a South Wales

evening paper within the last fifteen

months.

An exchange says that comparison*
have been drawn between the French :tn<
German rules of stcepteehaslng. In Ger-

many. jockeys arc not |.erniltte<l to pull
their horses up when they are beaten, and
can claim tt place without distressing their
mounts. In France n jockey has no u cd
to struggle for a place, and Clemson re-
cently received n very stormy receptioß
from the •’Mntmir’ gamblers In the pad-
do, k ami on the h -nth nt Autenil wlten he

visibly beaten, ensetl Cnpitoul. the fav-
ourite in the Prix Agenda. He had simply
obeyed the orders of his owner, but the
new method of turf Speculation does not

provide for the owner. The maxim laid
down Is that the money for racing Is

sup-
plied by the puldie. ami that owners, con-
tent to race on such terms, should be com-
pelled to meet the wishes of those w ho.
lit backing the favourite to win. are apt
to save their investment by speeultitiug
on his running Into a place. The racing
autlmrities have tried to Interest owners
in the place money, which has been in-

creased to a considerable extent.

The London “Sperlsman's'* Paris cor-
respondent says tliai M. Itiiau. the Frcneli
Minister of Agriculture nn<l Commerce,
has been busily visiting the tliiTcfeni race-
courses since tlie

commenecnieiii of the
season on tlie flat. Vmler tlie tilde guid-
ance of Viscount tl Harcomlt. one of the
stewards at I.ongehtimps, and M. Itoliert

Papin, representing the So, Into Sportive
d'Eneoitragement. lie cannot fall to collect
all tho details which may serve when tlie

special Parliamentary committee's report
on the betting question Is discussed in Hie
Chamber of Deputies. The writer adds that
he believes M. ituan feels convinced that
owners require something more than tlie
machine betting consecrated by the law
of M. Itiotteaii, and that tlie facilities ac-
corded them for hedging during the run-

ning of a race are due to those who supply
Hie materials for sport, productive of a

revenue to the racing societies sis well as
to the State. It Is probable that tlie state*
quo will lie mnliilalned. Bookmakerst will
Ise tolerated, hut no oflieial sanction in tlie
form of sut enclosure will be accorded
them.

A writer in sin English paper sst.vs: —

When tlie Hon. Aubrey Hastings mounted
Dearslayer in tlie paddock at Aintrce yes-
terday preparnlory to taking part in Hie
Grautl National Steepleeliase. tlie writer
was remimleil of st yarn which the Wrough-
ton trainer tells against himself, lie had
been at one of tlie west country meetings
—Cheltenham or Ludlow, we forget which

and one morning sought the services of

n toiisorlal artist. As tisttai. Mr Figaro
entered into conversation with his eus-
tomer, discussed tho local programme, ami.
anon, look up the subject of Hie Grand
National. “And what do von fancy for
the National?" queried Mr Hastings.
“Dearslnyer was my fancy, only I can t
stand those damned anniteue jockeys, and
I have no great liking for him tinder the
circumstances." When tiie payment came
to lie made there was an extra piece of
silver for the candid barber: “You may
put that on Dearslayer. He's mv mount
in tlie National." said Mr Hastings. Whe-
ther the tip was taken, or whether Figaro
acted tip to the strength of his convictions,
deponent cannot state.

Betting on Hie Great Northern double
lias been fairly brisk during the week, and
the following wagers are reported: 2t»>
to 3 Triinipery and Inniskillcit. 300 Io 2
Trumpery and Creusot, 500 to 4 Trumpety
and Up-to-Date, 200 to 2 Borneo and
Haydn, 300 to 3 Romeo and Up-to-Date.
450 to 4j Romeo and Kiatere. 500 to 10

Lady Hune Lndy Untie and Up-to-Date.
200 to 3 Lady Hune and Inniskillen. 300
to 2 I.ady Hune and Creusot. 300 to 4J
Lady linin' aud Haydn. 500 to 5 Inniskillen
and Inniskillen. 600 to 3 Inniskillen and
Print-ess of Thule. 250 to 2 Inniskillen and
Kiatere. 250 to 3 Hantapii and liiniskil-
len, 1000 to llj; llautapii and Up-to-Date,
500 to 5 Hantapu and Kiatere. 450 to 3
Ttipnra and Up-to-Date. 250 to 2 kish and
Haydn. 1000 to 15 Cavalry ami Kiatere,
500 to 5 Cavalry and Up-to-Date. 350 to 3
Cavalry and Inniskillen. 500 to 5 Cavalry
and The Guard. 600 to 4 Cavalry anti Creu-
sot, 500 to 5 Cavaby and Miss King. (Mill
to 4 Cavalry and Tupara. 850 to lu Le-
vnnt and l.'p-to-Date. 550 to 7J Levant and
Kiatere. 500 to 24 Inspan and Creusot.
700 to 7 Inspaii and Kiatere, 1100 to 3 Evet*:
more and Evermore.

That English breeders api'i-eeiate tlie
mistake that was made when they allowed
Flying Fox to be sold and taken Io Frame
Is evident from the statement of "Clarion"
in "County Gentleman." He says: “The
number of English mares that are sent
every season to Flying Fox compensates
in some measure for tlie loss the British
stnd sustained by tlie expatriation. Credit
must lie given to those breeders who hav<»
been enterprising enough to secure nomi-
nations to him nt ills enormous fee of fiOo
guineas. Not that there lias been any hick
of English applications for services. The
horse's success teas been so plienoniemii
that M. Blanc would probably have no
difficulty in doubting the number of marcs
from this country that have been sub-
scribed for this year. I mentioned Inst
week that Major Piatt's Primrose had foal-
ed a Ally by Flying Fox. ami thal his mares
Sea Air ami Surprise-Mc Not had been sent
on a visit to M. Illam-’s horse. I learn
now that Mr R. A. Brice's Hamilton mire.
Lady Raleigh, has foaled in Fra nee,where
she is on a visit to the son of Orniv. The
anmnmccineiit la made. too. Hint the nomi-
nation secured by the King to Flying Fox
this season will be tilled by th ■ voiing mare
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