Tapeticker chooses ta conslder that the
money iz all what you have saved your
xelf, T think 1 wight streteh a poimt and
atlow him to think so.

“The young man’s gratitude was
nuite touching. I renlly did feel sarry
for him and his friends. Of course, I
renewed my caution of seereey, and he
promised to respect my coufidence in
any megotiations he mlght make, We
made an appointment for the moming.
hut he didn’t show wp. [ sat in that
nine-by-twelve sweat box with ernmps
in my spine and one ear stretching out
ta ecatch his pentle footstep, wasting
all the fleeting maments between ten in
the morning and three in the afterncon.
At three o'clock a scrubby little mes-
senger-boy brought in a note. It w
froun Henrv. and xaid that he had been
prevented from calling. but ithat  he
haped to be on deck with the meretrici-
oux  mazunn the day  following,  No
tile specitied, mind you. 1 was to sit
there and cut out paper-dolls  or some-
thing until he got good and ready to al-
low me to shower wealth on  him.
Gall?  Well, I should remark! I dont
kuow nny better company than [ am.
bt [ get tired of myself sometimes wml
I want a change. and here 1 had foel-
e away thwe precious days on this
eraft as it was—i2 golden hours, set
with four thousand three hundred and
twenty diamond minutes,

“Winnie quit me cold. There wasa’t
enough excitement about it for her. 1
had na nation to drop it myself, as
putient as 1 am.

«[ saw clearly then that 1 ought to
ve waltzed him over to the bank the
day, acguired his stufl, and faded
away, but 1 gut stuck on myself in the
character of Jim Tapeticker's dough dis-
seminator, uud my artistic vanity “threw
me off my buse. I've lost moncy nore
than ounce from my sensitive
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aversion  ta  sandpaper methods. |
foresaw complications now.  Still, the
only thing I eould do was to play it
out, sa I went down to the office next
day and put in a busy afiernoon shak-
ing dice with myself,

“I went down to Cary"s at moon nnd
suntched a hasty bite, and then hustled
back to find the door unlocked and
Frankfurter Steggs fumigating the
premises with a stockyards zephyre,
e wanted to unfold a scheme he had
for organising a  lottery, Tle had
fuund an engraver wha would do the
exsential parr. of the organization for
o rake-off, and the remminingz task of
di=tributing tickets and receiving pro-
ceeds of the sales. Tess the sellers’ com-
missions, he proposed  to undertake
with assistunce. [ put him out amntd
opened” all the windows and just got
the shup aired when leory eame.

“-Well he anrounced gleefully, ‘T've
got £500! I was afraid | wouldn’t be
able to raise any more than I had he-
cause the friends I went to didin't like
to lend withest knowing exaectly what
1 was going te do with it. although 1
told them T would cectainly return it
within 1 week or twa.'

P

‘It’s a distrustful world,” I sighed.

“-Even my molher objected to let-
ting me have it he prattled arilessly,
‘L don’t blame her so muech, beeanse
it’s about all she has, and as I'm ex-
pecting 10 get married pretty soomn. of
course I can’t be expected to live with
her then and pay bourd.’

“*0f course not” L agreed.

“‘But I talked her over,” he resum-
ed. ‘I told her I'd give her £10 for
the use of it if things went the way
I expected. 1 suid that, of ecourse.
becuuse it wouldn’t be fair for me to
obligate myself to pay her an‘thing
if her money AN Dring me in seme-
thing exira.

““Certainly not.! I sald. At the
same time, I confdn’t help gagging. He
was certainly a Injuette. I wanted to
open the windows uxain. 1 had tak-
cu him for a fairly docent boy st Brst
— nothing woerse alwour him than an
vndue desire for ensy money which |1
bad purpesed to check by & whole-
aome little chunk of experiones.

“Now 1 found myself up against it
I couldn't get his hide without fay-
ing the old lady as welt. [ ain’t senti-

mental. Pvople have 13 1 <ome
thing hard to eut their wi 1 teeth

on. anld L've been pretly roagh on the
mums of society at times: but 've ot

a weakness for motherss never bhav-
mr had one of my own. tu my know-

tongh to
on how
ol dy off
the vhanees
tough time

ledge, and it scemed proty
me to hear Henry figw
lirtle he could put the
with and speculating on
that =he’d have a pretty
ol it when he quit her,

“I looked at him to size him up. He
was a husky guy. however, 1 could
see that, and I gave up myx first idea.
which was to take him by the neck
aml drop him gently down the clevat.
or shafl,  Then the thought of the
hunch of money qualified iny righicous
indignation. It was too lale tv make
any further pluy about Tapeticker, It
wanld have queered the swhale thing. [
niide up my nind that I'd rake the pot
and restitute to the old luly, with a
note wlvising her not to lei Henry dar-
ling met hix hooks on the wad again.
I tton’t suy that I would have done it
ind you. [ just made up my minl

write you a teeceipt for §.° 0
It was hard work to smile, b
[ smile

8By the way,' 1 addeds “is your mo-

ther's address the same as the one
you've given med*
“He smiled, too, and to my amaze-

THE DUEL ON THE

By Charles G. D. Roberts

HITE and soft over the wide,

sloping upland lay the
snow, marked across with
the =zigzag, gray lines of
the fences, and apotted here and
there with little clumps of woods

or patches of bushy pasture, The sky
alove was a8 white as the earth befow.
mantled with suow-lnden cloud
not yet ready to spill its feathery buos-
den on the world, Une little farmhouse,
far dewn the valley, served bat te eur-
plasize the apacious emptiness of the
silent winter landsuipe.

Jut from oene of the ~now-streakel
thickets junyred 2 white ralbbit, its lonz
eaps waving pervously, and paused for
sceond to look buck with = Erigitlenai

. 1t had realised that some enewy
wis on jts trabl, but what that enemy
wits it did not know.  After thiz oo
neent of perilous hesitation, it went Le:
iy forward across the open, Leavin
vivid truck in the soft surface =now.
The little animal’s disereet. alarm, how-
ever, wns dangerously corrupted by its
curiosity; and at the lower edge of Lhe
fiell, before going throwgh a snake fenee
and entering another thicket. it stopped.
stood up as erect as possible om its
strong hind quarters and again lovked
back. As it did se the unknown enemny re-
veuled himsell, just emerging, a sleinter
aid sinister black shape, from the wup-
per thicket. A guiver of Tear pissel
over the rsbhbits nerves.  [ts onric
all effamsd it, b went throngh the ©
with un elongaied leap and plonged in-
ts the bushes in a [w:m UHere it duuhl-
wl upun jteelf twice in w sh cirete,
trusting Ly this well-worn devive  to
confuse the unswerving pursuer. Then.
Ireaking out upan the kwer sile of the
thicket, it resamed Qs hedlang fight.
acrosa the diehls,

Meunwhile the encmy, a large mink.
wis following the trail with P dogged
ersistence of a sleath-howl,  Sore of
hie metiods, he did pal pause to see
what the quarey wias doimg. bat kept
T+ exyes amd nese occupied  with the
Tresh tracks,  His spead was not
thun that of the rabhit. und his endur
anve vastly greater,  Being very long
Wit the Dody, and extremely shore in the
legs, hie minoin aomest pecaliar fas)

being

ferms

archirg his lithe DLack almost like w

i amd straightening out
steel  apring audnlenh released.
sinunus bounds were grotesque

bt

1ree,

GO apped rularly

etfective. The tradi they made, overlap-
ping that of the rabbit. but quite diatinct

fram it. varied aceonding to the depth
of the surfaee smow.  Wiere the <now
lay thin, just deep crougn lo reeeive

e T
: "

L T IS

As the mink darted out of the g be s topped short il <taced at the ind rwiler,

T

ment he pulled & swell silver and mo-
roeco cigarcite-case from his pocket,
lit a cigaretie, and  blew a il of
ﬂlllllk(‘ over Iy wmiLy

“*What du ni o know for?
he asked. *Yom newdn’t think youn can
do her any powml with Mr Tapeticker,
Zhe ean work him 1o the gueen’s taste
without any assistauce from anyone'

““What do yon mean? I ashal,

“He grinned. and dug ime kis breast
pocket  again, This time he fished
out a cardease, and. rakimge out a eard.
spuan it dexterouxly with  his finger
amnd thamb se that it alighied on my
desk right side op. 1 orel: )

“Mr Jumez Poole Tapeticker, Jr.*
The  office clock  ticked  severa)
Thres.

WL you mive me une of those
collin-anibs [ asked faintly, 1 Jdon't
ynite undevstand, and 1 might think

twtter if I smoked.”
*Help yourself” he said, wml when
rou feel better 1l buy you a deink. 1
neant to have produnged the pleasnres
of anticipation for you a day or twe
longer. but Fyve 201 5o Jeave town to.
m-vln. Nax. | odon't knnw whether
Ao e appreciate this as mach as |
di. T you knew whom 1
s~ral te in the car?
E"‘l)nn't axk me anything' | protest-
g

“howas farher”

e o my

he  gigglal. LA
mian of forbidilin terior, but with a
wealth of kimdliness, and & generosifs
alnrost amountigr to prodigaliny.™ Oh!
[ told him about it Oh, dear!”

“He ehoked, amd the vigarette imoke

rot intue his langs aml stranged  him.
Ille got ont of that <pasm aml went

into another.
1 pulled down the psver of my desk

Pt on my hat, and tenched him on
the shondder,
“CHO oyun're prety near tinoughs |l

said, *1'd like te lock wp the oflice.” ™

TRAIL,

mink’a small ieet leil

= te, innneent - looking
arks, moch | vidable inappus
ance thin those of the pind fooled fogi
tive, It where the loose o
mathivred secper the anink’s long
Ak sinewy (N1 EPEE TR FTITTO T
<tmprsl themselves unmistakably,

When the mink reached the secoml
thicket, his keen und experienesl erali

an imprint, the

v
1ime

prnvtraned ar onee e poor ruses b
the fugitive.  Cutting across ihe cir-

elings of the

he picked 0o agwin
with  mplveable predsion. making al-
o=l a0 skt line threogh the wnder-
brush.  When he emeng 'nl HESHUS TN
the open the rabbit was in full view
ahead.

il

af woodlml in he
fngitive's path was narrow ad dense,
Below i, in o patele of Lillocky pastare-
wround <loping 1o a pond of steal-bright
ey a0 red Tos was diligently hoanting, He
vare hither and thither. Turtive but seemn-
inuly w, poking his pose into ali-
rovereil nioss- tufls amd under 1the rools
af deiwsd ~tumps, looking for mice oy
shrews, Mo found a (-uu]-h' b the late

next

sTip

ter, It (hese were <1 = artion (o
Bi< vagorons winler appetit Present'y
e pmised, lirted FOW  CUNDIRL

tose tanard the wond= iond appeared to
potlder the caivi-ability o going on o
i T, i||- fine tawny

T ently swept the
haehind hl e stood undeided,
upon the
nente like o

EEITEINS

b quivering with oes

pmppy about to jpump oar o \\iml—h]n\\n
leats The haed wen 1 i
o the wools, Aol

. ow =till that in s

1w le wi
unt of (I--:ui w
wil Ltense with anty
e rabbin mn into g ta
whieh Tay hall veiled i g
waanle, Insraunly
At lap ~puend | il

-
:“

‘\nll I
jun, he saw
hollew Lo,

JTRTY
Tl

Iy el af th wliene e kw5 he
tahhil e eome o,

sCalizen seenad~ the winh -

o w1 "

into his ineMeainad morosd, Sl
rovoapatlels wete Jo-t o wlion gl ok
Levedl. The next dnstanr the rhihit <hot

forthe 1o Te caught in omidair by (e

Continned on page 13.



