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A “Con” Contretemps
The Siory of a Slow Touch and a Quick Get Away

By HKenneth Harris

OU don’t need to iell me that

Inck don't beat brains™ =aid

Honest John, a melancholy

wifle ob his open and Ingenaoils coun-
tenanee; “U know better.  I've gat all
the Lrain I ite iy business, but
my Juek is our.  Here's Cock-
eyved Thavis, ne inare intellizence
than i van of clum chowider, goes out
on Faturday uight with a pig of iron
wipped from the foundry vard, and de-
ot radintor gold paint. and

need
right
with

~ back with enough long yreen
the front  parlour.  That’s

L sit down and ovaive =ome

ariginal plan  for the  velief  of the
Luncle-leaving—something  neate artis-
tics amd  plausible, fresh, whiskerless
and inviting, and my luck backs me

agnins=t the ropes and puis it all over
me when Lvy to carey it oul. Some-
times L ehink o man |ni;_vht just as well

plog ooy in the same old rat and

Hever ey tu he a eredit to his profes-
=ion”

Honest Jdolin shook his head sadly.
amd delicatety vemoving  a speck of

dust from Dis Bnmaenlate linen with a
ek of his lang white finger, contin-
we, in the low wod exgnisitely maoda-
Lated volee it wis one of his most
RIS

week 1 ogot inte o strect ear.
ammed gl soed baonde and if
ted te fower my=elf § conld
w touch or twa withous
Ivee ot too wiuch setf-
SAlemehe 1= alb very

vk ble
=l

\\ull

for o kKido or a wan who hasn't
ity for headwork. to sink
inta wearing appavels but

W reputiniion to o =usttin
wis o diunomd locket (hat Inok-
like the I moods, and the bulee
of a walels pressing into wy side and
catsing ane reil ineonvenivnee, bog
never attempted to remove either one.
Not e, L denlt whether I'd have
toached them it L had known the -
were all right and the wateh eiy

*Well, at Eighteenth-street an  oll

gont ot on the cav and squeczed
through 1o the strap-hangers, He
wits o prosprerons-looking old sttt but

grovchy in his manners A yonng tel-
low whe had got in on the tirst rush
and prabbod a seat got up and ollered
it ta the patriarch. Think he got any
thanks for 13 Naot at all. His Whis-
ker= just plunked him=ell down on the
carpet. upholstery as i he was on-
titled to # and auything else e hap-
potted 1o faneys and  palling out an
r. bewan 10 entertain him-

The young man scemed to take
s matter of eourse, but 1 was will-
to et that he was mad.

“l reflected on the ineident. T'me of
o oretlective turn of nind. and when 1
porder 1 generally turn my powderings=
o aeentint soie way,  fboacemrel o
e that the alid gent was ane born 1o

evening pag
=ulf.

theeaten and compiund—id=o ta grab
for whut he wanted without any con-
sideration of  rhe convenienes or fhe

clse.  That he

1y Ly

Yonng apin, it owas |:x|ull
nf the renus sucher- -
1 hut o sieker

an amiahile s

e
~1ill. [ et 1!, smell bood every
time the front dour epened and the
witil Dlew e from e v He was
iy it wndonbieldd But how was 1
tor el at hiim?

“Mere's  where Dradns count. At
Thirey tirst street there was a0 praznd
wet off. My zatoral  prooy got off,
The ellerly hegr aleo alighted.

I was due Further on-
ut 1o make myself ton con-

[ kept right on.
LI TTRT S

s o 1 had dormnliated a
Titthe | I =1ill have ab ol
e dnderest in e, Frank

Hewdlight Jolm=on, and a fow

of e, the eleet. have ane atliee lne

Tween s otelines 'S one  place

arnt sonelines dler, bt Qs always

Eelnguori

Frankfurter kad just clear-

el off a get-rich-quick novelty agency
in it, and Suds Montgomery was lohling

it down, with Winsome Winnie in  the
tole  of stenograpber, while he sold
=some  hall  interests in & ine 1

ownsed, My name was Miguel Naltero
——you may have scen it—and I was ju-t

in from Mexweo. But that i=n’t here
tar there,

1 went down and put an ad, in the
paper:

If the young man in the light overcuat
and dotted blue povktie, who gave lis
seat to an elderly gentleman in the In-
diab Avenue ear on the night of N
verber 20, will eall at Suite 4%, Borac
Elock, be will hear something to hils ad-
vantage.

“I¥il he Bike?  What are suckers for?
Why, he jerked my arm off, in 0 manner
af w'!ll‘ﬂ}\lﬂ"’ It was 1:01 pan. when
there was a modest rap at the door of
snite 49, and 1 heard Winnie suy she'd
see ff 1 was enguged.  Noext mowment
she slunved in my courtecus youny friend
aml went back to thump the everlasting
wrd ot of the typewriter. %he’s a
b, is Winhiet
[ motioned him. in my best business
mamer, te a seai—no glad-hand work
voalse nature. Then T oseid, “You
alled in answer to my advertise-

he treplisds; "1 1hink per-
i aps l ame the man you want.”

You answer my cliont’s deserjplion
exief Iy tid: ‘b think tre ean e
ake abont . Still, it ix well
10 he certain. Yon were on e Indiana
Avenue ear the night  before Jast ot

about  half- L eight, were Yuu not?
And veuw cbhivalrously offered vour seat

te an old man¥

“1 don't know abunk 1he chivalrous
part. he said: *but 1 gave op my sat,
all right”

1 rejoice to see that vl are mod-
et 1 sadd, ‘I have no deubt that it
=remod to you a perfectly natural action
in o wise rema kuh!n or deserving of

; t. believe me. such con-
siderution  for ngv is tare. aml when
met with should e reeopnised. That
is the view my client takes «f 1t.”

*“Who is vour elient? he asked, and
somehow. from the snappy way hie askoed
the question. T had a faint. dawning su=-
picion that he wasnt®  prebisely  the
pudding my fanexy had  painta]  him:
vet, as T mazed on his fine, hoyish coun-
tenanee. T dismizsed the thought as un-
worthy of me.  Ruspicion is not a {hing
that T lave ever felt T eonld afford 1o
entertain, T operate on the theory that
»very man Lias a jay strenk except me,
ang T win  mninctr-nine times ont  of
every halred.  Tf T thonghs my fellow-
creatnres were taking advantage of my
ignaranee to ron me, how long dn you
reckon T'q =tax in the '|n'nfr':~.mn" N,
sirs the guy who is all the time louking
for ihe worst of it gxots it

“T'm zerry that T'm unable tn salisfy
rvour matural curiosity? 1 spid. My
client is an oecentric man. o has the
repmtation of heing o hard man cmones
his lusipess associntes, and Tt Is pes-ible
that the reputation has eontribated o
hi~ business saeess very Jargely., In
any ense lie js eareful to do nothing op
1y that wonld alter {he—er—rather Lol
Jwlmient the worll passsd on im, o
vou nnderstand me?

A think T o e zaid.

“Ax the poet rematks, Lo “docs onod
Iy steakth and blushes to find it fame 277
1 vontinued, A man of wather forhid-
ding exterine, as you may lnve poticed.
amd of hrusque uanners. he has yot a
wealth of kindlinesa, and & proerosity
that almost amounts to prodigalits?

“'m pglad to hear you spenk so well
of him =aid the yonng mam You
mu~t know him well”

0] know him as few dot T deelared.
'Far yenrs he han made me the inatru-
went of his seerst henpefactiona,  Why
voung man. T eried in o hurst of enthu-
sjusm, ‘if the world only knew the hap-

piness Jumes P, Tapeticker hag conferrel
on the poor bul deserving men and wo-
wrn whose necessities have been brough

utuler Ius notive it would have o ditler-
v

Tapeticker ! repeated my
young friend choughtfully,

= cPshaw!™ I said; 'I've let the cat out
of the bag now with a vengeanc.  Well,
well! 1 de’t see what 1 could have heen
thinking about. 1 wouldu't lav lad
ihat happen for anything. Jumiwe would
never forgive me if jie koew 1 had been
80 careless, 1 wasn't cut out for =n
diplomut, and that™s a fact, Perhaps.
thowgh,” T added, “you recognized Mr.
Tapeticker before you gave up your zen
to him?

“bf 1 had” Te said  carnestly, ‘I
wouldu't have expected  any gratitude
from him. Do you think 1 could have?

eNo | oanswered,  Pray forgive the
question; Imt. whatever you de. dan’t
on the faet  that 1 inndvertently
osed his ddentity.  He's se sensi-
tive on that point that I know he wenld

instantly veeonsider the iden of reward
ing your Kimdress. T shonld  regret
that.?

He got out of that spasm and went inte
another.

““Sa should L' said the young man
quite fervently, and with a sparkle of
cupidity in his cyes.

=4I think it would e better, in faet.
not to mention the matter to any one’
| sugsested. Then E pulled a tablet
toward him and asked him fo wrife hi=

nome and address.  He wrote: “Henry
B, Jomes, 6313 Wichita Avenue.”
*What is your business, Mr. Jones?'

1 azked.
“T'm a cerk) he replied.
“*Not  lhighly salarwd.

Clerks sledom are.”

CER A week” Te anawered.

*40h 17 1 said blandly. “1 don’s suppese
you would ehjeet to waking up seme fine
morning and, finding yourself the posses
sor of—say £10007
he expression ¢om his face was uf
nt reply.

““Your habits are gond,

T presimme?

fi

1 take jt for

pranted.” 1 weni on. Youre not a
spewdthrift, T hepe? Mr. Tapeticker
has a1 horror of that gquality in yowh.

Po yom suve?

“fI've nearly £40 in the bank.” he ~=nid
rather beastfully.  °1f 1 had {1000 14
mvest it in a bhusin s of my own”

=oGond!” T said with s Benevolent
smile.  Well, My, Joneg, TP very glad
to have met you. indesd, and you will
hear from e again’

1 pushed buck my elair. intimatine
that the meeting stoed adjournal. but
he lingered. T sert of 1lenght he
wanld,

*“ o vou think he will really make me
n present of £1000% he asked anxious-
Iy,

“*It’s poasible that it may be more,' 1
said.  “li you nally want to know, I'll
tell you what Mr. Tapeticker’s intention
ix.  lie will ask you, thyough me, of
course. if you would like to have him
invest your little savings for you. ile
tukes this method in order that hie bene.
ficinries may preserve their self respeet
in 0 manner that ey could hardly do,
perhaps, if be made them an outright,
duwnright gife of s0 mueh money. It
-lmnunh to the same thing in the end.
of course,  Dve known him to 1ake £200
from an invalid scrub woman in whom
he was interest:d, and within two days
send the poor creature a cheque for
EHK). With his control of the market,
and his intinate knowledge of stoeks, it
wix nat a dillicult thing w do.’

“*1 should say not said Mr, Jones;
“frum seme of the deals h'’s bren making
lately. I should judge  he might have
nwde it £400 just as casy. He's a won-
der! It seems to me I'm in luck’

*“You deserve it 1 told him,
Pl say goed-day to yeu.’

“*Wh-n shall | hear from vou? he
azked,  ‘Or shall I call? Perhaps ¥d
better deaw my money out of the hank
aml bring it with e

“Welll it woulde't lmrg,) I said in-
dilTerently. “Could you lovk in next
wrek some time?

** could luok in to-morrew,
be int he eng rhy replied.

“oPmoadways in,” 1 said.
morrow  morning then.”

“T almost had to turn Lim oui of the
oflice.  Tle was so keen that I lhalf ex-
pecied him to prupese rushing over 1o
the bank there and then to get his-little
wad.  He didn’t, though,

A= soon a8 he had gone T 1it a eigar
aml gave myeell up to golden dreams.
1f this thing pann-d cut the way it pro-
mised T eould ~ce mys=elf taking a long-
desic-d trip to New Orleans. T never
was much stuck on Chicage as a winter
resort: everything gets wurked to death.

“Tt was nearly noon the uext dey be-
fore he wafred lightly in. [ had hegun
to think that a eng had  <lipped some-
wh-te in the works, and T was ootting
LR SGIER He seemed anxious himself.

Well,

if you.l

“Hay  to-

They Lad kept him hard at i in  the
ollice. and e had noi had time to
ot over to the hank. He theught

he would ran in and tell me as he hap-
penesd o be passing on an errand over
an the West Side. He hoped that it
wonld not make any difference,

“iNot the least’ T replied.  STnst take
your time. By the wax, it occurred tn
me after yon had teft that a young man
like you with ne bad habits and an ane-
hition to sueceed should have put by
more than £40 out of a salary of 15
dollars per week. I'm not critici<ing
you, you know, T was thinking more of
the effect of my report npon Mr Tape-
licker. He began life by saving two-
thirds of hix wages, ITe paid 4/6 »
week for the rent of his room, and al-
Towed himself 10/ for jood. He is
rather proud of the circumstance, nndt
uften deplores the extravagnnee of the
rising generation and it= ek of thriit,

I"lfmn'y laoked somewhat flabheraast.
e,

“rDop't mind i1 T raid with cheerful
renssuranee, COf course. if veu could
have turned nver two or three {imes the
amonnt to him it might make a propor-
tiomate increase in the amount e
wimhl realise. But you will hive ne oc
<un tu complain’

He wns thowszhtiul for o
ments,

“rBo you mean 3T 1 ol €80 or 4100
bowsull get twice as mueh® he stam-
red in an :ml. r d way.

v ily tin faet, more

few nn-

he sanl, ‘1 might—" Then
‘Would it matter i T—if
LH or <o somewhere #lse? he

he \ln])[ll‘l]
I gt
aalidenll

“I smiled indulgently. ‘M owounld e
l|t'l ing Mr Tapeticker, T'm afrid.” 1
ut then it wonld be o harmless
plion. after all, I dow’t think wy-
self that a yonng man should Jive in too
frugal a manuer, even to save. I'm in-
clined—xyes, if you do that, and Mr




