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A SUDDEN DEATH.

A very sudden death ocourrea at
Nurtlicute on  Sunday, when . Miss
M. A. FBheehun, sisterinlaw of Mr
James Graham, solicitor, died while on
& visit ta Mr and Mrs G. Graham. the
deceased Jady was about 5§ years of
age, and when she retired early in the
evening, appeared to be in her usnal
siate of health. About half-past twa
in the maoring Mrs Graham was awak-
ened hy hearing one of lier children, whe
oceupied the same room as Misa Shee-
han, erying. Alrs Graham at once went
to sce what was the matter, and on
entering Lhe room found Miss Shethan
Iying dead, denth hayving apparently oc-
curred some hours previously.  An in-
quest was beld on Mouday hefore Mr
T. Gresham (vity coronct). when D,
Moir certified to death being due to
mortie dilation, & verdict being veturned
accordingiv.

EASTER RAILWAY SERVICE.

The Railway Department adrise that
from Wednesday, April 19, until Wed-
nesduy, April 26, an exira express train
leaves Auckland for Rotorua, Te Avcha,
and Paeros at 8 a.m. This train arrives
at Hantilton at 1230 pm. Te Aroha
£2.20, Parroa 2.5, Matamata 2.5, Okoroire
£2.25 and Rotorua 4.45 pn.  From Thurs-
day, April 20, until Thuvsday, April 27,
#1 extra espress train will [;ave Rotorua
at 10.5 anm. and arrive at Auckland at
6.38 pm. These extra trains will make
the sare sioppages as the ordinary ex-
press traing.  Intending passengers are
advised to travel by ihe 9 a.m. express
train from Auckland, as by po doing
thkey reach their destination an hour
earjier than by the ordinary express.
A dining car is attached 1o fhe extra

express irains between Auckland  and
¥rankton. -

Russian Comments en fhe
Japanese,

An told jn Soldiers’ Letters.

An inleresting book migis be com-
piled from what opponents in great
wara have sai<l abont one aaother.
The first outburst of war fever usunally
produces a ¢rop of contemptuons and
nngeneroils judgments which time mwo-
difies as the logic of the desporate
fight works its way into the soldier's
Tulnd. ‘The present war is ne excep-
tion. Contemipt was the first feeling
felt by ol Russians for their “pigmy,”
“yellow-skinned,” “moukeyish,” *“irea-
eherous  oppanents,  After the fleat
few loxt dmttles rhis eany feeling of
superfority degenerated into hatred.
But now, though centeinpt and hatred
persist, there s arising a feeling of
generaus admiration,

Most Russian soldiers’ letteps refiect
1hia change of feeling. &ix months
apo Private Alexei Tarkhanofl of the
famons  11th  Siberians  wrole, “The
fabiesainbi’ (monkeys) are as eoward-
1y and as treacherous as we expected.
Ten Japanrse will run at and atick
¢ne poor Christian Russiun, but when
they don’t outnumber ws like that
they vun away and hide in theiy mon-
fey holes.,” The aititnde to-duy m
very different. "The Japanese ecan
fight, thowgh not ze well as our men,”
writes u soldier named Proitkoeff, “aml
dhey wre not afrail of being killed,
Our men roared “hurrah'® at Liaoyang
when  two  livtle  Japancee, whose
whole battaling had Leen slnaghteorved,
eontinlivd to march sluwly on to our
bayonetn. Luckily they were wouand-
ed only slightly”

Bome of these Russian judgments
Arve inexpressibly  funny. “Yestsorday,”
writea  (orporal  Konstantinef, * we
had a greal dispute as to whether a
Mukak {derisive but not ussympnthe-
Lic alung lor Japanere) has a soub. 1
#aidl they hada’t, as only Christians
bave souls, Our priest came up, wnd
aller Hatening he xaid, ‘Yes, thiey have
sauls, other®ice they would not be so
brave! Thia we 811 agreed with, and
Cousin Mikhail said. *Yes, {hey have
moula like wa: but we will be maved
when we die”™

Private Alexander Rodovuikof's de-
serlption nf his country's enemies fa
entertaining. *You will want to
hoow what the Japsnese are like.
Well, small, and¢ with skins like my
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buot. The ones we have here &s pri-
syners behave just like ordinxry men,
but they tuke off their bools, and
murch on their bare feet. Why is
that? Hecause the Japanese have
tough noles fitted to their feet by
God. ‘they can walk over prickly
weada withoutl feeli it. Another thing
that makes them different from us iz
their handa, Many have webs belween
their fingera like pgeese, Theso ones
are kept at the rear of the army, as
they can’t shoot well, but sowe day 1
liope to see one”

“Nearly every Jopanese we lave
caught can read . and write” says
Cassack  Tehoremisoff,  “That shows
how clever they are. Their charncters
are like spiders, nll the same, an ‘ad=ki’
{hellish) kind of writing. XNot being
Christians, and thinking they hare no
immortal souls, they don't fear to die.
Indeed, many of them like it, as they
have a bad time at home. Imagine
S0000,000 all clever men but kept Jike
klaves, One Japsnese prisoner told us
that at home he was chained to &
count’s plough. Me said this with a
Jangh, but I don’t 1link he jiked it. As
they are very smazil they have a
great advantage® over us. Bullels
don’t hurt them. When we were in
Rores I shot one  through the chest.
That's dead, thought 1. But he kept
running forward just ax quick as the
men who were bot wounded, and
didn't stop till one of our wmen who
was  hiding behind & 1l put a bullet
through his head, 1Is thai brayery orv
‘hieshensive' {dinbolieal freary}i”

“The Japanese dread being taken
prisoners, hence we take few,” wriles
atuther sollier. “Oftem, especially st
Liaoyany, ihey get in among us and
ure surrounded. Our Captain FPopofl
knocked down ihe rifle of omne and
cried 'seize him!* The Jupanese was
safe enocugh and could have surren-
dered, but -he stooped, picked up the
rifle, and ran the bayonet right into
hls threat. In the hospital he sput-
{ured out, with a lot of bloed, ‘Kill me,
kill me! Nobedy killed him. Our
ofticers say ihat we should be like this
and never surrcnder, .

‘The intimate habile of the Japanese
are thus commented on by an artiller-
ist wpamed Dorfmann: “Every Jap-
anese has & plece of soap with which
he washes his feet and his face.
Funny he doesw't mind his handa be-
Ing birty. e doses himaelf with medi-
cine every dmy, MMany dend Japanese
we found had a hairless patch on their
heads as our Cossacks used {o have.
The reason ol this is - that they be-
lieve shaving the crown prevents a
man eatching cold. Some of the Jap-
anese we buried were imtooed. Une
had a palace dore In three colours on
his lack and another a ship on his
avm, Their gkins are pot as yellow
as their faces. I suppose it’s the sun
that makes them so dark. Lasi win-
ter whea the weather wae eokl we
buried two Japanese who had patchea
of uheepskin tied vound their kpees
under their trousers. Their joints
must be weak.” .

War News: lts Collection and
Cost.

(By Edgar Mels.)

One of the hitherto untold horrora
of the Russo-Japaness war im its cosk
o the newspopers the world over, con-
servatively estimated at &£2,000,000
for the first year. Three-quartera of
this great sum s Leing kpent Ly the
papers publizhed in the English lan-
puage, for the rest of the world—thut
wisich indulges in French aml German
and other foreign tongues—is not yet
wducated to the thrilla of Jour-inch
decp, fivst-page headlines, with eight
linss of more or less aceurate reading
watter Leneath. ‘The newspapers of
Awmeriva and Great Britain are Lear-
jng the brunt of the expense—and are
gaining nothing Ly it . -

ke is a sirunge fact, iheough explic-
able, that durlng gvery war whhin
the lfnst fifty years the mnewspapera
have suffered loas of advertising, de-
mpite the patunral inereane in their cir-
culatione.  This is explained by the
fact that the extra clreulation is gain-
#1 hy persons who buy two or three
or more papers o day, read the war
newa, and then throw the paper
awayj whkerear in times of peace one
paper sufces, but is read from begin-

ming to end—the adveriivements -
cluded. ’ - .

That is why ihe publishers of Rews-
papers dreaded tlve coming of the pre-
sent war. ‘'They had learned the bit-
ter lesson during the South African
campaign, and when hostilities looked
fominent it wag with reluctance that
correxpondents were sent to the Far
Fast. Fach paper was forced by tea-
son of e prestige sud circulation to
send individual correspondents te the
front—and wome sent & dozen and the
Associated Presa more tham one hune
dreJ—sought by meaus . of combina-
tlons with other papers to reduce the
cost to itself.

In  this way the Lomlon “Times™
fhared expennes with the New York
“Times” and the Phitadelphisa “Public
Ledger.,” The New York “Herald”
furnished iis mews to more than &
hnndred papers in varioua pacig of the
United States. The New York
“World" rombined with the Londen
“Daily Mail” amd - the Philudelphia
“Iress.” The Chicago *“Record-Her-
ald” alo syndicated ita mews. Tha
Chicago “Paily News,” on the other
hand, plaved & lone game, ai an enor-
mous expense, for it is ona of the thres
PApers  haviag a private ara-going
steamer, which, at a minimum, cesta
£300 a week, .

“he fnancial detsils  of {he com-
binations eettled, correspondents wers
selected, some besause of previons ex-
perience, some because oY political and
fAirancial influence, and a few hocaune
they went to the scene of the war on
their  own  Tesporsibiiity ‘and  wers
there at the outbreak nf hostilities to
be utilived.

- How the correspondent gaihers hism

news, and sends it to the home oflice,
and how it ia there knocked into.
shape, such as it repragents when the
paper is read, ix felly as interesting
as the news itself. :

The army corpa io which the corre-
rpondent is attached beging iis march
to the objective point io which it has
been assigned by the commauder, The
miarch takes place at night and in sil-
ence, the men walking jn file. . Hun-
dreds of coolies, carrying ammunitlon,
sandbags for earthworks, and camp
utensils, irndge along, with the cor-
respondents Rocking togethar for the
snke of cmmpanionship and riding with
the oflicera. -
> Then the battle beging—shells whiz
through the air, shrigkipy a noisy
warning; builets hum --the shouts of
the onrushing c¢ombatanis, the shrieks
of the wounded, {he curses of ike ars
tiflery drivers, all producing a pande-
waonium which requires a steady heoad
for dispassionate thought. On some
elevation, so that he may beiier scean
the fleld, is the corrcspondent, look-
ing hither and thither through field-
girsses.  His  interpreter tells Lim
ike names of {he various regimeals,
their wirengil, their location. The cor-
respondent makes no notes—his mem-
ory must treasure all that, for he has
to move—shrapnel is bursting close to
him, snd diseretlon is the better part.
of valour in this imstance. -

At last the batile is over—ihe Lus-
#sians are in fuil retreat, and while the
cavalry i in pursuit the jnfantry ia
resting oF helping the ambulance corps
to take care of the wounded and bury
the dead. Then the correspondent
tekes time lo write his dispaica in
gkeleton shape, probably siiting on
the body of a dead horse, or on a rock,
or standing up—he Las no choics, for
time is precious.  Tie {dispateh flnish-
e, he must find the censor. . ust
where that worthy is is hard to tell,
for he is an officer as well as an edi-
tor, and be may be miles wway. AQ
last he is found and the dispaich -js
sulsnitted. - '

“Most Interesting’ and - aecorgte” he
seys, Aaml then adds depreeatingly:
“You mention certain wovements we
expect to make to-night, and forecast
aome for the future. Don't rou think
it might be best to omlt thatt”

And the correspondent, who knows
the necesslty of keeping on the ecen.
sor’s good side, pgrees, and the dia-
patch ia ready fo be ment to the near.
esl. telegraph station. Now, it may
bz that ihe military telegraph iy not
toe crowded and can be utilised, but
ju most instancew the dispateh haw o
be sent by native runners to the npears
esl offica ont of the zone of the soe
tusl hosntilities, whenca 1t 1n tranemits
ted beneath leagues of sea 3 the
news-room ©f Lthe newnpaper.

- per wWeeKie-

Having reached ita  deslination 1%
gues 1o the war editor—ihe maa who
has, eharge of all Lhe war 3ews and
who acls iu conjunetion with Lhe mam
aging and news editors.  The war sk
ior supplies the word missing ifrom
the skeieton., The dispaich, foar im=
stence, may eome to him in socwreihing
this shape:— - ’

“Expresd ecrrespondent, Namasakil,
vin Shanghai, Friday: Admiralas Xms-
mate (and) Teregouchi thave) both
beedt summened (to the) imperial pal-
ace (ta) explain {Lo the} KEinperor
how (the) Kinshin Marn, which {was),
sunk by (ithe) Russiana et Ucnsan,
came (o) be allowed out without (Anj
adequate convoy. Bulb (arc) severe-
1y censured.” : . -

The dnancinl side of the eorrespom-
dence is mlso interesting. Baruied
up it is sowrething like the folluwing

B . . & -
200 correspondents, nk £15 each. Jo0d
200 interpreters at LRo.o,,.....

200 servants, at £1...
¥ood for 600, Rt £3...
Feed for 600 horves._..
Relay runners
Three disprich boals.

" Total er Weell. ..., BG5S

- Tn addition there is the eostly work
of telegraphing, which comes tp pro-
bably £20,000 & week.

Fack of these correspondants aruds,
on an average 100 wordis 5 week,
thonga, iz-she nioriiy of jn-lances,:
noi enez-kalf of wial be cenls gois into
priut, for it eilcn wrrives deys aiter
being sent, when ithe news is stale and
more important naws bus srrived. Cuble
rates, even for press messnges, are high,
and must be prepaid. This forces the.
newspapers to extablish credits with
banks at ihe vavious poinis where &
message iz liable to be fHed. .

That ecorrespondents are useful im
other ways than those of mews-getting
experience has proved. During the
Turko-Grecian war ia 1887 Vola sur-
rendered to Mr Gwynne, of Reuter's
agenty, and G. W. Steevens, of the
“London Daily Mail." They drew up @
proclamation demanding the surrendér
of the tewn, whick was read to the
scared populace by a native, and when
the Turkidh srmy arrived some hours
Jater the papers. of capitulation wera
already in the hands of the correspond-
ents. . . c L
- Mr Gwyone had a similar exprrience
in South Africn. He and Mr DPatterson,
of the “Syduey (Australia) Herald,”
rode in advauce of L.ord Roberts’ army
acd entered Bloemfontein, the eapital
of the then Orange Free Biate.

© “The firet of the British—the first of

. tre Rogineks’ shouted (he inhabitants,

and they held up their hands in token
of swrrender, Bo far the situation was
Iidierous, but .it becarie embarmssing
whea the Mayor, the landrost and the
Aciing-State Secrelary signified their
intention of sur tring the town to
the two correspondapts.  The maotier
was finally eomprenised by taking the
officials to Lord Roberta, :

Sir Heury M. Sierley, who died not
long sgo, first won his spurs us m war
corresponcent in  Abyssinia. Accom-

‘panied by many veteran newspaper mem,

he was at the victory of Magdala, With-
ovut waiting {0 write his dispaich Stan-
ley jumped on & horse and rode Iike
mad for the coast, where he filed his
story hours in advanee of any ether cor-
respoendent,

The greatest feat of thiz kied wam
that of Archibald Forbas, then repre-
senting the “London Daily News” The
oecaszion waa the buttle of Wlundi, in
wlhich the power of the Zuln King, Cete-
wayo, was utterly erwshed, and the
Zulu war of 1879, in which tie Freoch
Prince Imperial wae kitled, ended. Lord
Chebnsford, in command of the British
forces, announced nfter the battle that
he should not send the news of the vie-
tory home until the next day. Forbes
rode from the battlefield at Landsman's
Drift to the neareat telegraph office, one
hundred miles eway, through & conairy,
swarming with hostile Zulus—Llenten-
ant Scott-Klliott and Corporal Cotter
were Lilled on the same path the same
night. After hairbreadth encapes Forbes

‘Teached the telegraph office, apd  the

“News” puldished the story twenty-four
hourd before any other paper, und as
long before the irltluh Government re-
celved fls advices. Forbes’ dispatch wan'
read in Both Hounes of Parlinment and
became ®u P“t of the Govezrnment 1o~
cord, -t T TomT o



