
Corrigan* Captain B. B. Brown, the Pitts-
Sura millionaire, and another well-known

American racing man, T. C. McDowell,who
are assisting Corrigan, hare been placed
under the ban, as have a large number of

owners, trainers, jockeys, and horses. A

great fight is expected between the rival

parties, and it is anticipated that free ad-

mission will be the rule at many courses.

After “standing down" for four years

Tod Sloan made his reappearance In the

saddle at the City Park track. New Or-

leans, a few weeks ago, and received a

tremendous ovation. The “Sports of the

Times” says that it was hardly In accord-

ance with the fitness of things though,
that he should have been selected to ride

an animal not having the slightest chance

to win. Luralighter is almost worthless

on a hard track, but a wonder in the mud.

And that she should have finished even a

poor third was due to Sloan’s masterly
ride. Probably do other jockey at the

track could have landed Luralighter “in

the money.” And it speaks well for

Sloan’s future. Sloan is tinder engagement
to EX Corrigan, who is now running meet-

ings in opposition to those of the Western
jockey Club.

The French racing authorities object to

the hoodwinking of handicappers, and with
a view to in some measure putting a check
on those owners who go in for working
points, have passed a rule that horses

which have run In selling races will not

be eligible to start for the principal handi-

caps of the season. Occasionally this rule

is bound to come hard on an owner en-

tirely guiltless of trying to deceive the

handicappers, for many a horse consider-
ed of little account at the commencement

Of a season, has developed first class form

before its close. In Australia this season

we have a ca.se in point In Dividend, whose
form in September last scarcely suggest-
ed that he was worth persevering with,
but who is now one of the best of his

age.

Mr Whitehead recently stated in Mel-
bourne bow he came to be possessed of
Dividend. The story runs that one of his

•peculations seemed the reverse of promis-

ing, but one day it unexpectedly yielded
a dividend. Mr Whitehead’s share amount-
ed to about £3OO. So pleased was he with
the windfall taht he determined to give it
a chance in another direction, and hap-

fienlng to be in Sydney during the year-

Ing sales, he expended 20 guineas on a

black colt by Simmer from Lady Trenton,

£nd straightway bestowed upon It the

Same of Dividend. And that was before
Lord Cardigan had gained any distinction.
Dividend was put into training by W.
Bhicklock at Eagle Farm, near Brisbane;
but although he ran five times as a two
year old, he showed no form, and seem-

ingly Mr Whitehead had mado a bad bar-

gain; but it has turned out quite otherwise.

Placklock, who broke Dividend in. and had
the training of him as a two year old,

4ald that he was the slowest youngest
m had ever had anything to do with,
and from this one can gather how much

the horse has come on.

At a meeting of those Interested in rac-

ing held at Kimima on Monday evening
it was decide dto form a hack" club, and
|he first race meeting was set down to
take place on May 6th, on the private
bourse of Mr It. R. Ralph, who kindly of-

fered the use of his track for the oc-

casion. The following office bearers were

elected, viz.: President, Mr R. R. Ralph;
yice presidents, Messrs J. P. Bailey, J.P.,
end J. B. Harris; hon treasurer. Mr J.
Jphnson; hon. secretary, Mr R. G. Rainger;
■tarter, Mr J. P. Bailey; judge, Mr R. R.

Ralph; clerk of the scales, Mr R. Grundy:
clerk of the course, Mr 8. R. Hammond;

handicappers, Messrs N. Evans, J. John-
son, and J. Dooley; committe and stewards,
Messrs J. Johnson, J. Dunn, T. Duun, A.
Mennle, R. G. Ralph, M. Russell, J. Scot-
son. J. Ralph, J. Dooley, J. W. Moir, S,
R. Hammond, N. Evans, Wm. Spiers, and
iJV. Ralph. The following is the programme
Arranged:—Malden Race, 6 furlongs; Hack
Race (local miners only), 5 furlongs; Klmi-
‘Fhia Cup, li miles; Pony Race, 5 furlongs;
Ladles’ Bracelet, half mile, lowest weight

stone; Selling Hack Race, 6 furlongs,
minimum weight 9st; Maori Race, 1 mile,

patch weights. The course is in tip top or-

der, so that with good weather and a

large attendance, a good day’s sport should
snark the initial effort of the new racing
club.

Chatting about the engagements of load-
ing jockeys io England this season, a xx>u-‘
don writer remarks that tht Manton stable
will have first claim on the services of
D. Madden, Gilpin’s stable having second
call, while J. 11. Martin will ride when
Madden Is not available. D. Maher is again
to be Jockey for Blackwell’s stable,
Mr G. Lambton’s stable having second
claim. Hulsey will continue his engage-
ment with Mr F. Lambton’s stable and
will again be first jockey for Sir E. Cas-
sel, Mr J. A. Miller having second call on
tiis services. Lord Durham has secured
first claim on W. Griggs. Mr F. Taylor
(wLo trains with Gurry) having next call.
H. Jones will remain first jockey for Eg-
rrton House, and will, when available,
■gulu ride for F. Leach’s stable. R. Jones
remains at R. Marsh’s establishment as

to his brother Herbert. F.
Hardy will be first jockey for T. Jennings’
stable, and Lord Westbury (whose horses
Jeunings trains) has secured a claim on
•• aryl®» who, of course, continues to

ride for his father’s stable. K. Cannon

will ride for Mr L. de Rothschild when the
MJlght allows, and Plant will continue ro

light weights from Blackwell’s
Stable from which he holds a retainer.

ontlnental writer says that a couple
w interesting cases are awaiting the deci-
•lor of the French Law Courts. M. Col-

sties Viscount d’Harcourt, Viscount
fie Iredern, and the Marquis de Gauay,
•8 stewards of the Roclete d’Kncourage-
staut, for the turn of £4OOO as damage* for

having refused to grant him a license to
ride. His name was ou the list of licens-

ed jockeys in 1899 aud 1900, and in 1903 M.
Celsiant made application by registered
letter for permission to ride. This letter
has remained without response, aud M.
Colmant taxes the damages he has sus-
tained through not being able to follow his
chosen calling at the sum of £4OOO, and

asks the Court to order his inscription on

rhe list of licensed riders under penalty
of £5 for each day’s delay from the com-
mencement of the racing season. Tht other

case Is that of an owner suing his trainer
ft r damages owing to the claiming of a

filly. The filly In question was thought to

be good, and encouraging reports were
sent by the trainer to the owner during
last sum mor. Later on she seemed to have
lost all form, and her trainer declared that
she was a very indifferent plater. She was
entered in a selling race to be sold for 240

sovs. Her owner did not object to her
going to the post, aud she won easily. She
M 9 claimed after the race by another ow-

ner, who sent her to the Marseilles meet-

ing, where her second victory prompted
her former owner to commence an action
for damages against his trainer, who, he

alleges, misrepresented facts.

The principal topic ot conversation in

raciug circles the past few days has been

the distancing of Putty by the Avondale
stewards and the disqualification of his
rider, McCluskle. When the matter is look-
ed at from a disinterested point of view,
it is hard to see what other action the

stewards could have taken than that which
•they did. The alleged interference took

place in the straight, right under the very
eyes of the officials, and had they allowed
the matter to pass without taking action,
then they would have been guilty of a dis-
tinct neglect of duty. A lot of argument
has taken place as to whether the bump
affected Strathavou’s chance of winning.
Personally, I think it did, and although
anyone with any experience of the game

could see that Putty finished first pretty
comfortably, it must also be cousldered
that Strathavon seemed to be knocked
clean outof bls stride and must have lost a

Sood bit of ground. The foul riding that
as been going on for some time past has

been the subject of strong comment from
one end of New Zealand to the other, and
it has. to be stopped, or else we will find
our racecourses converted iuto a miniature
slaughterhouse. The thing has got to be
put down, and the hardest part of it is
making the first plunge. Someone has got
to suffer, and the connections of Putty are
unfortunate to be first to come before the
stewards, and although they at first blush
will undoubtedly consider themselves hard-

ly treated, I am sure that they have suffi-

cient of the sportsman iu them to see that
the stewards are really acting In the In-
terests of the sport in general. I think the
Avondale stewards are to be commended
for their action. As regards McCluskle, It
is hard to think that a horseman of his
reputation would act so foolishly as to

throw away a race in such a manner, and
wheat I saw him after the occurrence he

strenuously denied wilfully interfering
with Strathavon, and stated that his mount

(Putty) was running unkindly throughout
the race, and that in order to try and pre-
vent his boring he rode him with a pricker
on the bit, but even then he was unable
to keep him straight. He admits that he
ran across the course, but explaints this

by sayiDg that the horse was pulling so
hard that he momentarily released the
reins In order to get a shorter hold, and
while doing so he swerved across. He was
not aware that he had in any way inter-
fered with Strathavon, and is positive that
had he been called before the stewards ho
could have satisfactorily explained the oc-
currence to them.

It Is not. at all surprising (says the Eng-
lish “Field”) that the most popular form
of horse-race should be the handicap.
The liner points of horse-racing are miss-

ed, we fear, by the greater mass* of those

taking an interest In the sport, the ex-
citement of wagering being the chief con-

sideration, though we need not be de-

spondent about this, and put down the
fact to the degeneracy of the times, for
It has always been so.

The origin of the handicap and the sell-

ing race is, of course, the same—the ne-

cessity for preventing all the races being
won by a few good horses, aud for dis-

seminating the prizes over a wider field.
If the etymology (hand I’ the cap) that
is claimed for handicap Is to be trusted,
the early efforts must have been very
haphazard affairs, the lighter weight being
as likely to go to the better horse as to

the Inferior. But that system. If it ever

prevailed, belongs to a very misty past,
upon which we need not dwell. It Is
easy to see that, as the supply of tho-

roughbreds Increased—the mediocrities, of
course, preponderating largely—so would
the demand for handicaps, and racecourse

managements, with shareholders to satis-
fy. have for a long time been alive to the
fact that nothing draws like a good race

of this description. The wide scope which

the most popular ones offered for specu-

lation has made them notorious in turf

history, which tells of enormous coups

brought off by the patient concealment of
a horse’s true form, and money put on

nt long prices. It seems quite correct
lo speak of those of those times as past
and gone. The person who made the
handicaps naturally became an Important
factor in the system, and the aim to be
■trivet) for was to get on his blind aide.

Over much of the handicapping it would

be charitable to draw a veil, esneelally
over that which was undertaken by the
officials' of a meeting. It will seem In-

credible to the newest generation of

racegoers that ft period existed, which
their fathers can vividly remember. In

which the non-payment of jockeys wat

a common thing, and the withholding of
•takes from the winning owners n not un-

common occurrence. A man whose horse
was purposely let In, as was done, was

■opposed to be satisfied with the money

won in bets and not to need the com-

paratively paltry stake. That waa the

time of honorary handicappers, aud the
man whose name will always be spoken
of lu this connection, as In others, was

Admiral Reus. The present-day turf
world ts In no mood for dlctniorauips,
even In the event of a tit and proper per-

son for the position of dictator present-
ing himself, but no doubt the autocratic
position taken up by Admiral Rous was

justified by the times. The bookmaker
was a real power In those days, and bls

trail was everywhere to be seen where
racehorses were In question. Jis would

like to be a power atlll, but circumstance*
are too much for him.

With the creation of the handicapper
as a distinct official a new era was en-

tered upon. As a paid official the han-
dicapper lost most of his Independence,
although In return a considerable Income

was made possible for him. The salary
of the late Major Egerton from the Joc-

key Club alone was, we understand,
£lOOO per annum, whilst ho demanded,
and received, as much as £25 per day
from outside meetings for which he made

handicaps. The fact that this sum was

paid shows that his work found more fa-
vour with executive*—and, by inference,
with owners—than has bOeu accorded to

some other handicappers. Thv action of

the Jockey Club, through its stewards,
has betrayed symptoms of uneasiness as
to the quality of the handicapping, a sig-
nificant regulation being the prohibition,
incorporated In the Rules of Racing, of
a handicapper handicapping at more than
one meeting per week except by express
permission. The same rule provides that
the handicapper shall be present at the

meeting for which he has made the han-
dicaps, or be represented by a licensed

deputy. On the top of this we have the

significant fact that at all the meetings
where the Jockey Club stewards are iu

power the handicapping Is done by a com-
mittee of three. The suggestion that
three heads tire better than one does not,

unfortunately, find favour with the ma

jority of owners, for at preseut a wide-
spread feeling of dissatisfaction is abroad.
So acute. Indeed, is the feeling that cer-

tain prominent owners have broken out

Into open revolt, aud declared their in-

tention of running no more horses in han-

dicaps. The causo for complaint Is the
way in which the principal handicaps are

•’farmed ’ by certain stables. Relying up-
on being handicapped upon public form,
all that Is necessary, it is alleged (the
horse capable of winning under a

certain

weight tak'cTi for granted), is to run him
in such a way as to lead the handicapper
to believe him to be a verv considerably
worse animal than he Is. This is of course

the oldest of tricks played upon the han-
dicapper, but the handicapper’s task is
now very different from what It was.

With the free hand he took. Admiral
Row bothered himself very little about
the book, where the horses of clever
stables were concerned. To use a well-
kucwii turf expression, he handicapped
the man. But let the handicapper of

to-day handicap the man, and instantly
the owner lodges a complaint with the
stewards, based ou some previous run-

ning of the horse. This baPug up of

handicappers has become a’ freely-used
custom, but it is no more than a custom.
The Rules of Racing contain not one line
of justification for It, and the handicap-
per would be perfectly within his rights
If he declined lo give any explanation.
Our contention is that, a mau having
been appointed handicapper, his work

must be accepted. An objection to It

should have no more standing than a plea

by an owner that a start should be con-

sidered void because his horse was left,

through the fault of the start, or that
the judge, having made a mistake iu

placing the horses, his horse, placed se-

cond, should be given the race. Handi-

cappers are continually being badgered
by owners concerning the weights given
their horses, and we have always consid-
ered it doubtful policy on their part when

they allow courtesy to outweigh other
considerations and discuss the matter. As

well might the judge discuss why he plac-
ed the horses as he did. But when one

adds to this the possibility of being drag-
ged before the stewards to explain why
one has departed from the book form the
situation is made almost untenable. An
Important reason why those who plan
handicap coups are so often successful is

the way the hands of the handicapper
are tied. We know of one handicapper
who declines to be so hampered, and who,
in answer to a complaint, gave as bls
reply to the stewards that, in his opin
ion, the complaining owner did not try
once in nine times. A little more of that

spirit of independence would do no hatm.

AVONDALE JOCKEY CLUB’S AUTUMN

MEETING.

FIRST DAY.

The opening day of the Avondale Jockey
Club’s Autumn Meeting was held
on Wednesday In fine weather. There
was a good attendance, but specu-
lation during the afternoon was any-

thing but brisk, the small sum of
£3145 being passed through the machines,

this representing a decrease of £l3OO on the
opening day last year. Mr J. Bollards
MUR.. officiated as Judge, and Mr W. H.

Hanken as starter, the latter gentleman
being very successful in bls efforts, aud
he Is to be congratulated on his success.

The raciug throughout the afternoon was

Interesting and exciting, Mr Evett succeed-
ing in bringing his fields well together.
The meeting was well conducted by the
secretary, Mr H. H. tlayr, who was ably
assisted by the various officials. After the
running of tht) Avondale Handicap, Mr J.
Montgomery, the owner of Strathavon,
lodged a complaint against Putty being
awarded the stake on the grounds of al-

leged interference. However, as the occur-

rence took place in the straight, Uhe
stewards did not consider the protest, but
took the matter up themselves, as being
a question of fact. After a lengthy dis-
cussion they decided to distance Putty, and
award the stake to Stiathavon, and to

disqualify McCluskle, the rider of Putty,
during the pleasure of th? stewaids.

Malden Plate of GOsovs; G furlongs.—Mr
F. L. Armitage’s Lycla, 8.5, 1; Leo Delaval,

7.10, 2; Seatonia, 7.G, 8. Scratched: Jean,
Seabird, Discoverer, Roinola, aud Kapunl.
The field was despatched to a good start,
Lycla, Waltatl, and Lllymea being the first
to show out. Lycla was first to the turn
for home, and, drawing away from tho

rest in the run to the post, won easily by
three lengths. Time, 1.19. Dividends, £3
10/6 and £2 5/G.

Hurdle Race of lOOsovs; 2 miles.—Mr J.
B. Williamson’s Irish, 10.5, 1; Major, 9.8. 2;
Cannongate, 11.0, 3. Scratched: Hakaria,
Valkyrie, and Andy Regan. Bellman and

Lingard were in the lead for about a mile,
when Irish took charge, and he was never
afterwards headed, winning by a clear
length from Major, with Canuoiigate three

lengths away third. Time, 3.53. Dividend,
£4 12/6.

Juvenile Handicap of 80sovs; 5 furlongs.
—Mr F. W. Arnold's Annette, 7.11, 1; Mas-
ter Delaval, 7.3, 2; Devouport. 8.3, 3.
Scratched: Ilorsa and Lady Jane. Merry
Delaval rushed to the front when the bar-
rier lifted, and she was In charge for a

couple of furlongs, when Annette passed
her, and was never afterwards troubled,
winning easily by a couple of lengths. Time
1.3 2-5. Dividends, £2 3/6 and £2 17/6.

Avondale Handicap of 200sovs; second
hors? 20sovs, thfrd lOsovs. One mile and

a-quarter.—l 94, J. Montgomery’s ch g

Strathavon, aged, by Blairgowrie—Man-
tilla, 8.0 (Cotton), 1; 47, R. and R Duder’s
b c Akaraua, 7.8 (Buchanan), 2. Also
started: 59, Romeo, 9-5 (Speakman); 68,
Durable, 7.12 (Gray); 109, Putty, 7.7 (Mc-
Clusky); 54, Zulelkn, 7.7 (Pinker); 13, Str

Gilead, 7.0 (Towers); 81, Delanlu, 7-5, In-

cluding 51b penalty (Sceats); 12, Souitfish,
6.7 (E. Cotton). No time was? wasted at

the post, the field being got away to an
even start at the first attempt. Bo-

rneo was first on his feet, but he was
only in charge for a short distance, as
when a furlong was covered Zullekn,

Putty and Durable were racing abreast,
just clear of Strathavon, with

the rest of the field close up, and this was
the order as they raced past the stand.
Going out of the straight Zulleka took

charge. Putty lying soewid, Durable third,
and Strathavon fourth, and Delanta whip-
ping In. At the five-furlong post Zulieka

was done with, and Putty was In com-

mand, with sir Gilead next, and then
Strathavon. Putty showed the way across
the top stretch ft length in front of Strath-
avon,and he was first to turn for home when
the field closed up. As they straighten-
ed up for the run to the post, Strathavon
was almost on terms with Putty, and the

pair fought out a good finish. Putty even-

tually winning by n long neck from Strath-
avon, with Akarana four lengths away
third. Romeo was fourth. Sir Gilead
fifth, and Souitfish last. Time, 2.9 1-5.
Dividends: Strathavon, £2 3/6; Akarana,
£3 0/6. Although a protest was enter-
ed against the rider of Putty for alleged
interference, the stewards did not con-
sider it, but took the matter up them-
selves upon a question of fact, and decided
that Putty be distanced and the race
award to Strathavon. McCluskle, the

rider ot Putty, was disqualified dur-

ing the pleasure of the stewards.
First Pony Handicap of 50sovs; second

horse ssovs.—44, H. Barr’s br in Orange
and Blue, aged, by Soult—Rose and
White, 8.4 (Barr), 1; 51, B. Cunningham’s
br ni Lucrcce, 7.12 (Scents). 2; 70, J.

ton), 3. Also started: 145. Girton Girl,
Montgomery’s b m Gladys Rose. 7.8 (Cot-
-8.4; 39, Sentinel, 7.8: 10, Dr. Quest. 7.0;
42, Miss Cnrlassier, 7.0; 31, Hurlhurl. 7.0;
20, Storytellei\ 7.0. Hurlburl and Orange
and Blue werT*first to show In front, and,
joined l>y Sentinel, the trio raced abreast
till the turn for home, where Orange and

Blue took command, Girton Girl runnlncr
second and Lucrece and Gladys Rose com-
ing fast. Orange and Blue increased her
Advantage In the run to the post, and
won easily at the finish by three lengths
from Lucrece, who was a neck in front
of Gladys Rose. Girton Girl was fourth
and Storyteller last. Time, 1.17. Divi-
dends, £7 2/ and £1 18/6.

Chevalier Handicap of 50soys; second
horse ssovs. Six furlongs.—B4, F. L. Ar-

mitage’s br in Lycla, Syrs, by Boult—Lady
Musket, 9.5 (Wilson), 1; 12, a. Telfer’*
br g Nervine, 9.5 (Mobberley), 2; 24, W.
Lang’s b in Jean, 10.0 (Julian). 23. Also
started: 42, Discoverer, 8.11 (White); 23,

MOW TO KEEP COOL.
AH who suffer from the heat should add a few dropsof Condy’s

Fluid to the daily Bath or Foot Bath (see book on bottle).
A Condy’s Fluid Bath imparts a delightful sensation ?

Coolness, Freshness, and Purity, it invigorates the body ar><

braces the nerves. The strengthening effect is simply Magical.
Condy’s Fluid Is sold by all Chemists and Stores. Beware of local

Substitutes, ail of which are Inferior In Composition and In Strength.
CAUTION.—Ask for ana Insist on having “Condy’s Fluid.”
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