& soe Bk Chew's wife start hack te
©hina. Fook's rich. Ehe’n a litfe-foot,
and dey my be had to give up a big wad
for her, ‘cause she didn’t want to marry
him in the first plaee. Mary Kelly, the
Avhite Rose,’ saya it'd "’ been all right
if be'd kept ber in China where (he
women den’'t have much to say, bat he
goes apd briogs her to Ne” York and she
gets vnto the ways of the white goils.
P¥ook iskes to runnin' after the 'Rase,’
and Mra. Fook bin’ put wise by one of her
relations, she amd Fook don’t do s thing
but have m rum in. Now shes leavin’
him and startin’ for Chinse. Mayhe she
wonhla't be let, though, if her re-laticna
wasn't in it. Say, well go back iuto the
yanl”

Most of this was lost on Gon, who
wan mare intepested in the hmg Ted
streamers which waved uneasily under
the eaves of the temple of Josa. They
brought to his mind the reflections of
1he steamer lizhta, but before the eom-
parison was quite complste he was
compelled, perforce, to stop gud ejac-
ulate the wonds “Ta Tsing Kwo.™

=Great pure -  kingdom,” translated
Joe, who knew this az a Irgend on one
ot the lottery tickets. To him it was
evilence 1bat the man was feigning
jgnorance of Chinere, but he did not
qention it, “Yes,” he went an, “it’s a
good gig, that. We'll ser Lee Wong
Inside aud maybe he’ll let you bave it.”

The Bah-ka-pu lottery has, fur ob-
viows municipal reasous, ne settled
bab'tation, aud the yellow tickets are
sold literally from unsder tie hats of
the four or five men who rem it. Buk
Gons mind wze far from lotteries,

They turmed irto a dark ballway in
one of the tenements. It was a nar
row passage awd ended fuddenly an the

brink of a flight of stairs leading to a -

cellar. At the bettom of the slzirs
they had to step over a drunken man or
woman—they ecounld not tell which—
who had fallen there in the dark. They
parsed into a damp e2ll-r, Joe leading
Gon by the hand among the broken
inseng crates aocd through a jagged

e in 3 foundation wall where 3 gas
flame burned dicmally. Then they
tlimbed up agaln into & rear tenmement
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and passed down a ballway that opened
out am a conrk,

It was & square-paved place, hemmed
in on all sidex by the tenements. It
was the comhmon area of communieation
between the buildings, and many pas-
angen opened cut ok it. A fugitive hav-
ing gained thia eourt would Lecome lost
to lris pursuers, since he might choose
any one of twenty exits. Lanterns
hung on lines at various aliitudes. An
okl Chinese ntone bed stocd at ome
side. A satrip of earpet reachcd ncross
the stones between twe opposite doors.

Chinamen sat on  benches, stood
in groups or lay about in care-
ess  sttitudes. Many of them

smoked cigarettes, and all were in thaot
picturesque undress which the average
American never sees. Coloured lights
sircaked from & hundred windows in
the court walls, and aver the gilly leaned
women jn gilk-figured wrappers. Eome
of the women were yellow and some
were white; some still bad the dope
stick im their hands. The subdued sing-
song of the diulecta rose up from ithe
pavement mnd mingled with the hom
from the windows. Above all coull be
heard the plaintive squeal of a Clinese
Hddle.

“That’s Fook Chew =moking over
there on the stoue bed by the wall™
said Joe to Gon, as they stood in lhe
shadow of their doorway, Gon had
been looking up at the eriss-cross of the
window gleams, but at the word he
brought kis head down suddenly, and
it was not good for his wound,

“¥Fook Chew!” He =aid it in a whis
per that leaped sibilantly from wezll to
wall. And then, before the startled
Tobbygar could =top him, he had walked
out into the half light of the court. - At
the somnd of the wvoice Fook Chew's
ciparette stopped halfway to his mauth,
aml when he saw Gon it dropped to the
flagging, but his hand remained up. The
humwing of the hive inerecased at sight
of the newcomer. IHc =stepped in the
ceutre of the conrt with the bewildered
air of one who, having found what he
long sought, has as suddenly lost it.
When the tension was greptest Fook
Chew’s wife atepped out of a deorway.

There wan a straining of necks from
ihe windows as the woman same forth,
and a half-muppressedd murmor of ap-
probation, for her going would estab-
lich a precedent of value to every other
woman in the gnarter. Fhe was gor-
grously dressed, ms Dbefitted the ocea-
sivn. Hler ebecks were tinted with bis-
muth, but bher head was bare. 1In her
<oif and o8 her wrists were ornaments
“worn only by Chincre women of high
easte, and she hobbled acroea the atrip
of earpet with the air of one who knons
that the way will be cleared, whoe in
Chiun might bave the obstructing
populace beaten amide with thongs Buk
ttun Out at that wmoment war not a
L hinaman, and at sght of her he stood
in her way like one transixed. fha
paused and stamped her foot angrily im
front of 1this red-heoded espparition.
He, far from recoiling, leaned forward
and peered with great yeaming inte
her eyes. He even touehed her gently
on the breast.

Instantly ber people rove np from the
flagping and the benches, ‘Fhe drone
of the voices died out. The fulklla
atopped ita wailing. UOne brawny Mon-
gol rezched for Gun’s meek, Prolably
he meant to get his queve, but he got
the bandanna instend and i eame away
with a sucking sound that wmade the
man who pulled it recoil from hia work.
Yut the evowd that preased to Lhe un-
doing ef The man on the carpet strip
uever reached him. The instant the
handkerchief went from his face the fire
died frum the eyes of Fook Chew’s wife.
Ehe uttered an indeseribable echoking
ery and fell senseless. Fook Chew rolled
off the bed and grovelled on ihe stones.
A nesr relalive of Mra. Fook kotowed
violently and uttered an invecation to
the god of the dead, and the others,
taking their cue from these, feil away
lowly and garzed with superstitious
awe at the strange being that bhad taken
the place of Gon Ont.

For with the wrenching sway of the
bloed clot, Gon Out, the cbaracterleas,
religionless nonentity of Blackwell’a Ia-
Jand, had disappeared, and in his place
stood a dignified, high-camie Chinaman,
who to his knowledge had not spent gne

5t
moment of life outside the Flowery,
Kingdom. And they listened—the mea

on the flage and the women abive—
while in finely moduilated tones this
high-born Celestial peured forth a Chi-
nesa vendering of the dictum of Sa-
erates: .

for meither in this nor in soy
ether world ean Jasting harm belabd a
good man,

His countensinece bore a nobleness of
expression, even ef oulline, that hazd
nrver cxisled on the face of Gou Out.
Bot what impressed Yis listeners most
was the feeling. instinctive to all, that
the words he uttered were the vomple-
tion of a sentence begun in China tong
years belore.
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