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COUSINS’ BADGES.

Couslos  requiring badges ars Fe-
quested ta send an addressed enve-
lope, when the badge will be forwarded
by return mail.

COUSINS’ CORRESTONDENCE.

Dear Cousin Kate—I am  very
gorry I did net write to you before. 1
had no time. Y am very busy at
mclicol, atudying for the examination.
QOur gardens were all dry by the time
we went back to school. . Mother is
in Rotorua.. We siill po in for swima
nearly every day, when we come home
from school. ' There i8 going to be
a play toaight, J am not going.
There is mo  wore mews, s¢ I must
close mow, with love to you and all
3he coumins,—I am, your loving cous-
in, Dolly, Whakataue.

[Dear Congin Dolly,—Thanks very
much for yonr letter, which I received
ihis morning. I knew yeu eahnot
find time to write very often if you
are studying for the examination, so
3 must be cvontent to hear from you
mow and then, There has been Do
rain for such a long time now that
pveryone's gardeng sre beginning to
dook very dried up, but it can’t be tine
very much longer, and then we ahall
all be grumbling because we have too
much rain. Is you mother going to
make i long stay in Roterva?l, It is
horridd when one’s mother s &vay
from_ home, T think, I hope she will
have a pleasant trip. You will scen
dave to leave off yonr swims, 1 ex-
peet, becaune it is beginning to get quite
<hilly in the morpings now.—Lousia

Kate.}l
+ + +

Dear Cousin Kate,—Will you pleans
#end we & cousins’ badge, as I wish to
pecome a member of your band? L
am in the third st&ndard at school.
Kariot is a very lonely place, so there
is not yery mueh fo write about, I
live on a farm ealled Tajpmarau, and
} have three brothers and three sis-
tera.  We have fifteen pigs, and there
are sixteem eows to milk every day.
1 like mitking, though. T can only
write youa very short letter this time,
lLut ¥ hope I will be able fo write a
longer one next time—I remuin, your
loving cousin, Jack Stubbing.

{Dear Cousin Jack,—T shall be very
glad indeed to have you for one of my
cousing, and I will send you a badge

{he mext maik I don't supposs

Wrd id very muach to write about in
zuch a small place as Karioi is, but I
hope you will write sometimes and let
me kngw how you are gelting on just
ihe srame, Hava you far to go to
trhool] A nmice long walk morning
ard evening in the summer-time must
ba very mice, but I don't think I should
like walking any distandée through
the rain and ‘mod in the winter.—
toucin Kated .

+® & -

Pear Consln  Kate—Thera is no
mnews, but sLill I thought I would write
You a few lines as I had a little while
to mysclf, I thought I liad teld yon
that I spent o lovely few days out at
1lilishore® with ©Cousin Ruby. The
busk out there, Cousin Kate, is rcally
beautoiful. In one part you go down
s littie way and come to a small
ppring, whera Ru said they might put
2ome gold fish, The view ia simply
perfect.  You ¢an ses all the Mauo-

. grand game.

kan Harbour and all a2rount there.
Have you ever read » book ealled "A
Bad Girls Diary,” Cousin Kate? It
jn Bo funny. Gwen and I have onc
by ithe same author, called “Peck’™
Lad Boy,” but T have aot read it yet.
I am at present in the middla of ane
of L. ‘F. Meade’s school stories <all-
ed, “Girls New and Old.” It is very
pretty. 1 thought we were going to
have o few wet days this morning, but
it peems to have deared now. We
cannoi complain, can we, for in the
last two or three monthis we have not
reully had morve than two or three
wet days? We had snapshois of our
Jittle niece a few weeks apo. Bhe
hns grown so big, but has not allered
much, 1 would love to see her now,
ag I think babies are such darlinga
from oue year tiil they are ahout four.
I would kave liked very much to take
up rinking thia year, but it was real-
1y fearfully hot in the suvmmer. Ter-
haps we shsll go more in the cooler
weathey. The first time 1 skated I fel}
about every minute, “Whencver X felt
as if 1 was going to fall 1 Jet mysell
fall. I find it is the best way, a8
then you are not so apt to burt your-
kelf, = By the end of one morning I
got on quite well. Now, dear Uonsin
Kate, T think mwy ateek of news haa
yun out, so T will have to end for this
“week, with love to you and all the
cousins.—I remain, yours sincerely,
Cousia Stella, Auckland.

{Dear Cousin £tella,—Jt was véry
good of you te take advantage of your
fow spare moment Lo write to me, and
though you say you haye no news yeb
you managed to write a rather linger
letter than usual, and an interesting
one, too. 1 mever lhear from Gwen
now; I snppose she thinks you can
tell me a1l the news, though. Ihlls-
boro® scems to be an ideal place to
spend a holiday, and it must be very
pretty. 1 have had so little timo
for reading Iately, I don’t think R
have read more than 8 dozen books
since Christmas, but I have rend lots
of magazines.. I am very fond of
magazine-reading, arew't yout? We
haven't had murh fo grumble abont as
far as the weather is eaneerned lote-
ly, but then we had horyible weather
up till Jommary, sc we descrved @
month or two of good to make np for
it, didn’t we? Margot must be get-
ting quite o big girl new, ant I wup-
pose tan Tun about and say abnrost
aunything; they are much nicer at that
age, I uhink, than when they are very
young. IMuve you heard the Bavar-
jan band yet? It is lovely to have
them back agnin. They were playing
in front of our house yesterday, and
they piayed such a lot of "I 'he Coun-
try Girl* music—Cousin Katel

+ * ¥

Dear Cousin Kate,~-Thank you very
mnch for that Jovely purse you sent,
and that genr little handkerchief; 5t was
the very thing I wanted. I went fo
town on Saturday to get my photo
taken, and 1 took my littie puvse with
me.- I have got my little eousing with
me; Doris is peven, and Noel is thirteen
monihs akd. Neel is such a dear little
thing. DNoris eomes to achogl with me,
and s in the third primer. Un Batwr-
day Duris and 1 went to a litile girl's
to play, and her name is Gretta; wa
had lota of gamen and Ewings; we play-
ed ladies, hide-and-go-seek; it im such 8
Noel went with father
and mother and suntle for o drive oo
Aunday, and enjoyed it very mwch.
Thank you wvery much foy your nice
better. X am going to have Gretin over

< hope we will

to play with me next Saturday, and 1 §
have a good day. A
schoul ie teather is giving sixpence to
the ome who says B piece of poetvy
¢alled “Two Little Btockings™ the best,
and I nm trying very hard for it. Noel
went for his fivst motor ride on Wed-
resday, and was very good. 1 must now
stop, with lota of love to ali the other
cousins, ard lots to yoursell—From
{ousin Doreen.

IDear Cousin Dorcen—X am so very
glad you got your prize safely, and
wasn't I lneky to choose just what you

--wanted? I think a litile fairy mnst

have told me, don’t yout If yomr photo-
praphs are good I hope you are going
to send me one; I should like it so mueh.
¥ heard quite o lot about you the other
day. HBome friends of mine have been
ataying with your little friends Marjory
and Jean, and theugh they diln’t sec
you, hecanse you wers away, they had
Jeard a preat deal about you. I wish
Marjory and Jean wonld be rousina
ton; don’t you think you eoull per-
suade them te joinl T expeet yeu like
having your cousina ataying with you.
Doris is a little younger than you are,
but she is net too young to make a
gooil playlellow, is she? 1 used to Like
playing hide-and-seek too when 1 was
your age. I haven't heard *“Two Little
Stockings,” and I should like to hear
you recvite it. I hope you will get the
prize; you mist be sure and let me
know if you do.—Cousin Kafe.}

Dear Connin Kate,— Plexse oxrnae me
for not writing before. We huve been

Jy, what willh picoies, dances and then

the carnival. We have had fine wen-
ther for over a month, nnd waler ix get-
1hug rother nearer. Dear Cousin Muriel,
I hope your frvet will be beifer scon.
Cousin Carle, 1 have not reen any of
your letters lately; do write snon.  And
what has beecome of Cousin Tlora, ioo,
Cousin Kate? What a dear litlle girl
Cousin Nonna fy, don’t yom tiink =0,
eousins? Cousina Winnic anit Olive, you
remind me of my two youngest analies
in yonr phetos. I am still looking for-
wnrd to getling my badge some day,
dear Cousin Kate. Denr Couzin Amy,
do you know a girl eatled Lizzie Climia
going to Prince Albert College? | think
this is her first teem. Nhe used to go
to achoul here, and I know her very
well Bhe is o very mice gird, 1 (hink.
Dur flower ganlen is luoking so preity
just now, T must stop new anil go and
practise. I have hrd nathing but sealen
thiz last term to practise, so my fingery
are getting that they simply by over Lha
Leys~~With love to all, from Uousin
Jenny.

{Dear Consin Jemmy,—Y don’t believe
I have heard from you sinee the New
Plymouth Exhibition, and that is quite
a long time ago. s T w very glad to
et your letter this morni "on must
have been having quite n gay thne in
Stratford, nud you have had mest love-
1y weather for picnies. Reveral peopla
have been complaining that the water iv
ruaning short in Lhe vountry districts,
and though we had a little rain this
week T am afraid there was net enough
to be of any use. I am =o sarry about
your badge, dear Jenny. hat I can’t zenil
it to you until you senid we your full
name amd address. I have nsked you
for it several limes, too. Next tima
you write put it on a separate slip of
paper, and I promize I wilt send you a
badgoe by the next mail. I nm afrxid,
“Jenny. Siratford,” would hardly bhe a
sufticient address. Whot <o you think?
You are more forlunate thun the Auck-
land penple if your garlen is Inoking
mice; oura are all go dried up, ang there
is hardly o bloom to be scen.—Cousin
Kate.l

* +

Dear Cousin Kate~—Tt dacsn’t matter
how mueh I iry, I ean’ keep up a rega-
Jar correspondence. I have just roma
from the dressmaker's, so F will have
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