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rThe._ Leys Institute |

HISTORY OF THE INSTITUTION.
_ THE OFFICIAL OFENING.
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Several humdred peocple on March 29
gathered ouiside pbe mew building in St.
Mary’s-road, Ponsonby, called the Leys
Ingtitute, to witness tha cercmonies of
banding it aver to the City Council and
of officially apeming it for the usa of
- the public. Amorgst . the assemie
lage were the R.0. Dishop of  Auck-

land {Dr. Lenihan), the Hons. 'F. Thomp-

Bom,  ¥W.. C.  Bmith, W. J. Beehan,
MLC's, Besws. Alison, Bzome, sad
Kidd, M H.I’s, tha Revs. Archdescon
Caldee, Canon Nelwon, Dr. Egan, Rabli
Coldsteip, R. Somerville, Luxford, Jellie,
Favell, North, and Mr. Chos. Watt, tha
Muyor of Auckiand {the Hon B Mitekel-
son) and COrs. Parr, Court, Brown, Bag-
nall, Knight, Casey, the town clerk (Mr.

{o be called the Leys Instiiute, and
4hat when completed tha builling and
contents should be conveyed to ths
Mayor and Oouncillors of Auckland, to
hold in trust for the citlzens, aod that
if funds wero availuble, after ihe pay-
ment of other eharges on the estale,
the trusteea shounld pay to the City
Council the sum of £100 per annum;
towards the support of the Institule,
and tkat after all the partiea beneft-
ed by the will are decenaed, the wiole
of the preperty and recuriiicsa compris.
ed lu the estate ghall be couveyed to
the Corporation of Auckland for ever,
for the purposs ~of supporling the
Leys Imstitute. The trustees wora
directed to frame regulations ior the
mgnagement of the inatitution, sebject
te the stipulatiom that no religious
feclarey or discussions should be abiov-
ed. During last year s number ol

H, W. Wiltor), the tity engl 8.1
A A Wrigp), the Mayor of Parnell {Mr,
J. Fitl), Mr. A, E. FRosser {for the
Trades and Lubour Council}), Messrs. J.
*J. {'Brien, W. B. Leylasd, & J. Holland,
H_ Brelt, &. Morton, J. L. Tole, W. J.
Napier, J. Savage, (. H. Mueller, J. H.
© -Uptom, G, (eorge {Auckland Tochnical
Scheol), J. Pegroft, F. Christie, B T.
Hatt, Leighton, Douglag (*N.%, Herald”),
W, Coleman, A. Cameron, W. J. Bpeight,
J. M. Brigham, W. Thorne J. 8t.Clair, R
Farrell, . "M. Hlers, R, Warnock, W.
J4. Courlney, W. J. Ralph, J. Bridge-
-water, T. U. Wella, T. Peacockr, J. W.
Tibbs, Jus. Muir, J. McK. (leddes, W,
J. fiees, Professors Brown and Talbot-
Tabba, Dr. Inghis, and many othera Tha
gathering was represeutative of every
class in the community. _ P
“TNE MAYOR'S SPEECH.
- The Mayor, taking hLis place om the
duis, said: To-day syould he, .and &
think we may tuke i for granted that
it {3, a “red-lester” day in the bistery
of Poasonby, for we are uow asgemb-
led for Lhe purpose of opening the
Leys Institute, as & l'ree PPublls Lih-
rary and Mechanics’ Ingiitita, within
& building whick 13 not only a credit
io the architeet who designed it, but
_also a great adornment to the dis-
trict. - Viewed from any poiot, frem
the other side of the waler or from
any portion of the warbour, the build-
iug stands owf iz great prowminence,
gnd the view obtained from the up-
stalrs winflowa is both beantiful ang
extensive. ‘The site bas been mdmir-
aily chesen, a8 beisyg within the radi.
. us of the penay eections gf our tram-
way system, thousanda oEPpgrscms will
be able ila aveil thewselven of the
great privilege afforded them of using
what will ultimately be one of the
best libraries aud reading-reoms in the
colouy. fhe deys [ostitete was
founded under a begquest of the late
Mr W. Leys, who fermerly occupied
. ibe posilien pf shrirman of the Poo-
sonty School Commitiee, who died ou
the 3th Ocleber, 1509, and wha, during
Bla life, tool & great Jnterest in the
eduration and trainiug ol the young
end the betterment of the people. The
Iate AMr Leys, By his cuergry and da-
votiom to his busiress, accumulated a
considerable amaunk of properiy, the
value of which is steadily inreasiog,
all of which will ultimuiely be owned
wbyr the City as ag endowmert for ihis
anstitution. Auckisnd has becn ex-
ceptionally fortupate in having had
wany philenthropisis, who have mads
valuable bequesis to tbe ecilizena for
™ charilabie and olher purposes, and the
bequest of 1le late Mr Wm, Leys is not
by sny weans the lpast of them, Hia
will, after making provision for- his
family, direets that the surplus incomae
should e accumulited uniil the
« amouat 80 accrued sliould, in tha op-
inion of tho trusteer, be guflicient io
build a brick- boildiige nt a sost of Rok
lega than £2000, and equip tha same
for the purposs of an institute, in the
nature of a Kres Idbrary and Mechan-
ke’ Institute io t5e Poosonby &istriet,

. would provide a suitabls site.

P Y idents expressed o dasira
{0 bave a free library aod reading-
voom ereeted in Ponsonby. Upon this

. being made known to tha Library Com-

mittee of the Auckland City Couneil,
a deputation from - that. commiites
woited upon the trustees for the pur-
pose of ascertaining what prospecta
there were of the leys Instilute bring
brought inte existence at an esrly per-
fod. Ii was thea ascertained thut at
-the rate of accumulaiion ten years at
fenst must expira before effect could
be given to ihe intentions of the tes-
tator, but, in order that ao timeshould
be lost, Mr T. W. feys, one of the
#rustees, with- great generosity offered
10 coniribute onehalf the cost of

.erocting and equipment aof the build- -

the Corporation
1 need
bardly sey that this ofier was gladly
accepted by the Corporation tmd tne
trustees, the resalt being thai the pre-
sent sils waa mcquired at A cost of
£ 850,
with the preparation of the plzns, the
fowest tender. that of Mesurs 4. W
Jones pnd Sons, for £2582, with cer-
tain modifications, waa accepted. Tha
total cost of the building, furnishings,
and equipment will be about X300,
exclusive of the library. Of this sum

ing, provided that

. Mr T. W. Leys bas eontributed £ 1500,

The funds in the hands of the " lrus-
tees only amounting . to £1200, Mr.

. W. Leys haa advanced to the trus. -

tega” £308 to epable them to fullil
their port of the bargais, ss that the
total eost of land, buildiyg, and equip~
ment, exelusive of the library, 13 about
£4850. The library, presented by Mr
T. W. Deya comprises 4100 boeks, iu-
eludiog the latest edilivng of tho Lin-
syclopaediy Dritannica (33 valumes),
Cliambers’ Encyclopacdia (18 wodumes),
The Century Dlelicrary, Wuatds' Ubem-
fstry {four volunes), and moany oihef
gtandapd reference works, alap 8 repre-
sentafive scleetion of elassical litera-
fure, history, biegraphy, &ravels,
science, law, medivine, theology,
poetry, deama, sl fiolioa, Thera are
jn addition 1018 volumes comsisting o€
duplicates drawn from the Auckiand
#Free Library, which imclude & wvali-
able eollection of utandard historvicat
and techolcul boeks, so that the In-
stitute opens with g library of 5ilH
volumea, Lo whieh addilivry will De
wmado from time to time. The oum-
Ber of books in the Auckland Fece P'ud-
Yic Library when it was opened by the
Mayor in 1830 was G100 volumes, the
Leys Institute, therefore, opens with
118 more bovks than ithe Auwckivnd
Free Lidrary had upnn the day of its
opening, Mz T. W.Leys has spent a large
amount of mouey and time upou the
purchase and seleclion of books which
will e useful to studenis. 'Lhe librury

ntalos the very Inlest editiona of
literary, aclentific and technical worlks.
In mome of the clueses it will be found
that the books rra luter and miora com-
preliensive than those in Lhe Uity Li-
teorg, In the lemling  depiriment,
while there {n a full yopresentuiion of
ail ithe old standard puvelists nad tho
bent writers of current ficlion, other
deparlments of literuiure have not heen

Mr H. M. Watt wae enbrusted

peglecied. The €4 volumes of the “Btory
of the Nation" series, perheps the beyt
collection of works ever published upon
the history of the natons of Lhe world
for popular circulatior and general -
Tormatiun, which will be found on the
shelves of this . Lramch, is Bpecinlly
worthy of note. ‘The lending library
als0 includes mauy recent books on
travel nnd biography, Belors passing
to a description of il:e building, 1 would
ks to say that hed it not been for
the generosity of 3r T, W. Leys in com-
ing to the regeue, tha establishinent of
the Leys Inslituls would not be the es-
tablished fact that it is to-day, and to
him I think the public owe & decp debd
of gratitude. 1t iy ot often that we
find onr citizeps centribuilng s0 gen-
erously as Mr T. W, Leys Las done dur-
ing their lifetime, and 88 8 membler of
the Litrary Committee I take this op-
portunily of tharking him for the veoy
great interest he bhas alwayy taken in
1lie work of ihe Auckland Frea Library.
As Mayor of the city, and on behalf of
the ecitizenn of Auckland, I tender to
him the thanks of the city for hig noble
and generous gift. The reading voom,
ws at presenl mrranged, has seating ee-
commodation for GO readera, and the
BEWSpAper and magszine roowm for 22,
a0 that with the accommedation io the
chesa-room for G0 players, the Institu-
tion lns senting arcommodstion for
122, which conld ba fncreased withoub
overcrowidiog. The hall will be avnil-
able free for clusses, clubs and eocictieg
forned in tgrizs of the general rules
reguleting 1he fonnation of such as-
sovigbions in cowrucction with ihe in-
atitute, 1t may also be lent jree, or at
s reduced rate, for &ny other purposze
approved by the Commities of Mannge-
ment subject {o Lhe condition that no
religious lectures o discussion shall Le
allowed within ihe instifute, nor shall
ey enlerlaimnent be permitted which
eouses annovance or disturbanee to the
oceupantr of the reading or chieas rooms.
The ovdnary chaige for the hire of the
hall for mectings, lectures or classes,
subject tn these conditions, shall be
fixed by the Uorunittee of Management.
The Cowmnittes of Munsgement consists
of nine members, twe of whon: ghall be
trustoes of the late Mr W Leyr end
three shall bLe elected by membera of
the inslitute, The othsr four ave no-
miunted by the City Cowacil, the firak
members ehesen being Councillors Patr,
Eutrican. . Bagnsil and Brown.  The
three elcelive members are to be chosen
at a mceting of the sulscribers held in
e firsi weck of May. Tie librarian is
prepared to fake the names of subscrib-
ers Lo the Tewding hibrary ot enre. The
trustees will pay 1o the Comncil £100 8
year for the maintenauce of the ipsii-

-tution, which more than defrays the i

brarian's .ﬂari'. It §= Delieved that
willi this ail the caisblishment being
staried eptirely free from debt, the
rovenue arisiog from the subseribers nnd
Nell will vender Lthe institufion entirvely
self-supportiog. - But =8 it iz belng con-
voyad absolutely to the Corporation, and
thus becomes a Lraveh of the Auckland
Ifvee Public Library, governed under the
provisions of {lie dunicipal Ceorpora-
tions Aet, it iz enlitled to share in tha
funds arising from {he llbrary rafe. The
wlhole of the estate of {he late 3 Wm.
Leys ultimetely bacornes an eadowment
for ihis institntion, and it will be &
very valusble one indeed, .
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‘THE LIFE OF 10E YOUNDER

Ay, T. W, Leys, in kanding the Marof
a silver mastar-key of the Luildiug, wnile
1 think yon will oondrrsiamd that {ha
octa-ion wlich Lns culicd us together o
one that stirs within we a deep emo-
tion. It recalla many emories of a
Lrotlier who was playmade, schioul fel-
lew, companicn, and friend lez more
than 40 years. Iiis eaily strnesles for
succesa, Lia fdenls in lide. Lis intelicctaat
wspirations, religioua doubis, his broaik
sympatliies for his fellsw-men, aml es.
pecially for these who, like himself, wors
leaiding laborious lives, s simphe-benrt.
ed dosire 1o make his lfe of service to
the conununity tn which he lived —theso
are the impressions that remaig elearesk
in my mind, 1¢ iz fliting, and will, 1
believe, be wgreealle to you if 1 say
spething akout the founder of his
institution and the circtinstances out of
which it was evolved. Mr. Willinm Lays
arrived in Auckland in 1%63, being then
oaiy 11 yeura of age.  Fur a short time
ke went to acheel in Newton, and was
thea apprentived to the truds of Loovk-
binder.. At 20 he entered inte business
on Lis ows account, and coniiuual to
follow his trade until Lwe years before
bis death, wiich took place wa Oelober
B, 1890, at the enrly age of 47, His busi-
ness waa never & large one, romsisling
mzxinly of the work deme with his own
hands; but he lived very cnvefuily, and
invested hia savings judiciouwsly. MHia iife
was one of self-denial, bup he kud an
vpen heart and lund for ilicse in need.
T know Lhat almost the st £103 ha
saved was given to a relalive who had
bronght himsel into dificenlties through
his cwn reckless wastcefulpess, and tha
gilt was made so unoxtentationsly that
it was monihs Lefore I Jdiscovered what
he had done. For 38 years., and umil
withia threce wontbs of the date vf his
death, Lg never left the provincial dis-
trict of Aveldund—a life munotounovs ia
its way, with comparalively few pleas-
ures, distinguished perbaps, but stiil

the life impused by viteumslances
upon the great majorjiy of mame
kind. © For Dim. kowover, ike daily

task, the aff=irs of the land in which he
lived, were full of fatercst. Ilis pelitical
and  religioud  opinions  wera  always
liberal, and Le way for some Limo chaie
men of the Auckland Tibsral Associn.
ticu. e was s encrgelic a elinmpion
of tho gospel of work ns Carlyle, but ha
nlso raw the difleculties umler which
the massea of the peaple I2lmur, and bis
sympathies wera especially draws oud
towards thove wha iind  themselves
worsted by iime and misforivue in the
battle of life. sivugaling bravely Lut in-
effectively with waning powers to pre-
spive Llheir fndependener, 1t was this
feeling tlat induced Lim {o commencs
» vigorous mpitation in favour of the
Old Age Prnsions, and T believe 1lint
ithe lecturs which he delivered in 1893
and subseqnontly eireulnted bresadeast
throughout the eouniry, had consides-
able influence in securing the adeoplion
of the Old Age Pensivns Art in New
Zealand., Tn the eourse of (his addeesd
he reviewed the aystem edopted in fier-
many, Aand the sciemes prapounded by
Mr. Chamberlain and Sir Robert Sleut
for gramling ponsions in cousideratios
of certain preminms poid in early life Ly
tha rectpirnts, and he zhowed the im
ﬁm:ticability af Lhesn proponls.  Tha

sia e Lil down for the puyment of
penriong  was  that  rubsequeatly o
bodied in the Old Age Peusions Act of
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