. Ahe servant,

us wosk, If T had sirength (o get my-
woll & cup of tea—" :

Lot me get it for you,™ cried War-
purton. “Nothing easier. I noticed the
keottle by the kitchen fire”

“0h, {nnuot allow yon, Mr Jolly-
man—yoa are too kind—I feef &0
ashamed—*" .

Put Will was alceady in tho kitchen,
where he bestitred himsolfl swo sffectu-
ally that in a few mintutes tha kettle
tud begun te sing. Just 8s ha went
back to the parlour, to zsk whers tea
could bs found, the front deoor opencd,
and in wolked Bortha- o

“Your dauglter is here, BIra Cross,™
gald Will, in an underione, stepping
dowatds the limp and pallid tady,

“Bertha,” she cried.. “Bertha, are
you there! Oh, come and thauk Mr
Jollyman! If you knew what bag kap-
ypened whilst you were away!®

At the room doov appeared the girla

- astonished face. Warburton’s eyea fell

mpon her. . X -

“It's w wonder you find ms alive,
dear,” pursued the mother. “If one of
those blows had fallen on my head—"

“Let me explain,” interposed War-
burton quietly., Aund in @ few words
he rolated the events.of the affernoon.

“And Mr Jollymon was jnst gefting
me a cup of tea, Bertha,” added Brs
Cross. “I do feel aahnmed that hLe
sbhould lLave had euch trouble”

“Mr Jollyman has peen very king
indeed,” said Dertha, with lowx and
%tone of grave sincerity. “I'm sure We
cannot thank lLim enough.®”

Warburton smiled . a3 ho met her
giance. . . -

“I {eel rather guilty in the maidsr,”
he sald, “for it was I who suggested
If you will let me 1 wil
dc my best to mtona by trying to find
another and & better”

“Bun &nd make the teaz, my. desr,”
@aid Mra Cross. “Perhaps Mr Joliy-
man will have a cup wich us—" .

This invitation was Jdeclinel. War-
barton sought for his haf, and took
Ieave of Lhe ladies, Mitrz Cross over-
whelming him with grasituds, and Ber-
tha murmuring &~ few embarrassed
words. AS wsoor as ns wad gone,
mother and daugbier took hands affec-
tiouately, then embraz:d with more
denderness than for & fong, long fime.

“I shall never dare to live hlons yrith
T servanl,” sobbed Mrs Crosi. “If you
oave me, I tust go inta Jlsdgings,
dear.” .

“Hugh, -hush, . mother?* raplied  Ehe

1, in ler gentlest voica. “OF course

shall not leave you.
_ “Oh, the dreadful things ¥ have been
throught. It wes drink, Bertha; that
oreature was a drunkard of the most
dangerons kind. She did ber best to mur-
der me. I wonder I am not at this mo-
ment lying dead. Oh, but tie kindness
of Mr. Jollyman! What a good: thing X
sent for him! And he speaks of fuding
us ancther servant; but, Bertha, I shall
never fry to manage a servant again——
moyer! I shall alwaye be afrxid of thewmn;
I sball dread io give the simplest order. -
You, my dear, musi be the mistreas of
the house; indced you must. I give over
everything infs your hands. I will never
interfere; I won't say a word, whatever
faulf I may have to find; not & word,
Oh, that creature; that horrilile woman,
will haunt wy dreama. Bartha, you don't
think she'll hang about the house, and lia
in wait for me, Lo be revengedt We must
tell the policemen to ook out for her.
T'm sure I shall never venturs to go out
alone, and if you leave mwe in the housa
with & mew servant, even for an hour, I
muet be in & room with the door lacked.
My nerves will never recaver from this
shock. O, if you knew how ill ¥ feeil
Yl have a cup of tes, and then go
straight to bed.” .

Whilst she was refreshing herself she
wpoke again of Mr. Jolivmam,

‘Do you think I onght to havs preased
Lim to atay, dear? I dide’t fesl nure.”

“No, no, you wora quite right net to
do 8o, roplied Bertha. “He of course
understood that it was better for us to
be nlone.”

“I thought he would. Really, for &
¥rocer he ts so very gentlemonly.*

“That's not surprising, mother.””

“No, no; I'm always forgotting that
he ian’t n grocer by birth. I think,
Bortha, it will only be right to ask him
to come to tea some day befors long.”

Bartha roflected, a half-amile about her

pu. .

“Oertainly,” ahe said, “If you would

s to,'"

“I really should, fle was so very kind to
me, And perhaps—awhat do you think?
=—ought we {c invits him In his proper
faame I . )

-nobleneaa of mind,
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“No, I thivk mob,” answored Derlha,
after & moment's reflection. “Wo aro mot
suppoaed to know anything sbout ihat,”

“To be suye nat. Oh, that dreadful
creature, I see her eyca, glaring at me,
like a tiger's. Fifty time st least did
she chase me round this table. I thought
T should have dropped with exhnuation;
snd if I had, one blow of that poker waould
bave finished me. Nover apeak to me of
servants, llertha. Engage anyone you
like, but do, do be carcful to make in-
quiries about her, I sholl mever wish
even to know lwr nameo; I shall never
look at her fuce; I shall never speak
word to her. I leave all the responsibil-
ity to you, dear. And now, lielp mo up-
staird, T'm sure I could never get up
alone, I tromible in every limb— "

. CHAPTER XLIII.

Warburions mather was dead. The
firet effcet upom him of the. certainty
that she could mot recover from the un-
consclousnesd in which he found ber when
summoned by Jane's telegram was that
of an acute remorse; it piereed Lim to
the heari, that she shoull have abap-
doned the home of her lifetime, for tha
strangeness and discomfort of the new
abode, and here have falten, strickea by
denth—the cause of it, he bimself, he ao
nnwarthy of the least sacrifice, Me had
toved her; but what assurance had he
boenr wont lo give her of his love?
Through many aad many a year it was
much if he wrote al long infervals o hur-
ried letter. How seldom bad he cared to
go down to Ht. Neots, and, when there,
how soon had he felt impatient of the
Hitle restraints imposed vpon him by
his mother's weys mnd prejudicss.  Yet
not & moment had alie hesitated, ill and
aged, when, at a0 grest & cost to hersclf,
it sesmod possible to make life a little
cagier for him. This reproach was tho
keenest pain with which nature had yet
vidited him. . -

Homething of the asmmne wan felt by his
sister, partly on her own, partiy on his
account, bub as soon as Jane lLecame
swate of his selt torment, her affoction
and her gond sense soon Lrought succouv
to them hoth, Bhe apoke of the life
their mother had led since coming tnto
Suffolic, related & hundred instances to
prove how full of interest and content-
nent it had been, Lora witness ta the
seemiing improvement of heatth, and the
even cheerfulnesa of spirits which had
accomipanied ik, Moreover, there jvas
the medical assurance that life could nod
in any case have been prolonged; that
change of plare and fuahits counted for
nothing in the sudden end which soma
months ago hed been foretold. Jane
eonfessed hersel! aurprised at the ease
with which 80 great and sudden =&
chan®a was borne; the best proof that
could hove been given of their mother'a
Onee only had Mra
Warburton secmed to think repreifully
of the old liome; it wes on cowing out
of church ona morning, when, having
stood fur & moment to look at the grave-
yard, she murmured to her daughier that
ulte would wish Lo be buried at 5t. Neots.
This, of courde, was done; it would have
been (done oven had sha not apoken. And
when, on  the day afler the funeral,
biother and sister parted to go their
veveral waya, the sadness they bors* with
them bad no embitterment of broeding
regret. A liltle graver than usual, Will
took his place behind the counter, with
no word to Alichkin concerning. the cause
of his abacnce. He wrote frequently to
Jane, and from ber received long lelters,
which ¢id him good, o redolent wera
they of the gardem lifs, even in mid-
winter, anl &o expreesive of a frenk,
aweet, strang womanhoad, like that of
her who wag no more.

Meanwhile. his husineas Aourished. Not.
ihat he much exerted himaelf, or greatly
rejoiced to wee his il more Theavily
laden night afler night, by nalural ac.
cretion custom flowed to the shop in
fuller stream; Jollyman's had establish-
ed n reputation for quality and cheap-
nesn, and began serlously to affect the
trode of amall rivela in the district. A8
Aflehin had foretold, the lms'los.q procer
with the ssnken wife sank defealed be-
fore the end of the year; one morning
his shap did not open, and in a few days
the furniturs of the houme was carried
off Ly aoma brisk ereditor. Tt made
Warburton miserabls to think of the
wmen'a doom; when Alclim, frank har-
barian as he was, loudly exulted, Wilt
turned away In shame and angee. Had
the thing bees practicabls he would
lave given monoy out of his own poo.
ket to the ruined struggler, Ile saw
himesll ss & merclless victor; ha seemed

to have hie heel on the other mnan’s
head, and to crush, erush— -

At Christmas he was obliged to n-
grge a eecond aswistant.,  Allchin did
not roncenl bis distike of this step, but
he ended by admitting it to be necesyary.
At first, Lhe new state of things did not
work nuite smoothly; Allchin was in-
elined to an imperious manner, which
the new-comer, by namre Goff, now and
then pluinly regevied. But in s day or
two they were on inir tevms, and ere long
they became cordial,

Then befell the incident of Mrs Gross®
Martha,

Not withont uneasiness had Wasrbur-
ton suggested a servant on the reeomn-
mendntion of Mrs Moppor, but ereden-
tinls seemed to be fairly good, and when,
afler & week or two, Mra Cruss declared
herwelf more than satisfied, he blessed
his good luck. Long ngo he had ceased
to look for the resppearance at the shop
of Bortha Cross; he thought of the gi_rI
now and then, generally revertlng in
memory to Lhat day when he had Tollow-
ed her mnd her mother into XKew Gor-
dens— a recollcotion which had lost ol
painfulness, and shone idyllically in
summer sunlight; Lut it mattered no-
Lhing to him that Bertha showed herself
no more. Of course she know his story
frem Rosazmdnd, and in all likelihnc!(l
sha felt her self-respect concerned . 1o

lhold aloof from an acqusintance of
his embiguous slanding. 1t maitered
unot a jot. .

Yet when the tragi-comedy of Mar-
tha's outbreak unexpectedly infroduced
L to the house at Walbzm Green, he
experienced & sudden revival of the emo-
tions of a year ago, After his brief
meeting with Bertha, he did mot go
straight back to the shop, bui’,lwnnder-
ed a littlo quiet by ways thinking hard
and smiling. Nothing more grotesque
than the picture of Mrs Cross amid hier
ghattered crockery, Mra Crosa pointing
o the prostrats Martha, Mrs Cross
ponting forth the chronicla of her woea;
but Mrs Cross’ daughier was not involv-
ed in this scene of pantomime; she walk-
ed across ilie stage, but lmlepp_ndcnt!y,
with o simple dignily prool against pal-
try or ludicrous cireumstance. If any-
one gould see the laegholle side of such
domestic squalor, assuredly it waa
Bortha herself; of that, Will felt asver-
ed. DHd Le not remensber her smile when
she had to discusa prices mnd gualities
in the shop? Not many gitls smile with
go much hnplication of humorous com-
menk.

ife had promised to look out for ane-
ther servant, but hardly krew how ta
go to work. First of all, Mrs Hopper
was sumimoned to on interview in the
patlour bebind the shop, and Marthe’s
tase was fully discussed. With much
protesting and circuwiocntion, Mrs Hop-
per brought herself ab length to own
that Martha had been known io “taka
too much,” but that was so Jong ago,
and the girl had solemnly declaved. ete.,
ete. Mewever, as luck would have it,
she did kmow of another girl, n reelly
good general gervant, whe had only Just

Leen thrown out of & plaes by the death
of ber mistress, and who wan living ab
home in Kentish Town. Thither sped
Warburton; he saw the girl and her
mother, and, on returning, asnt n nots
to Mre Cross. in which ha detniled all be
had I1sarnt concerning the new applicant.
. At the close he wrote: “You arr “vore,
¥ think, that the name upder which X
do buniness I8 not my own. Permit me,
in wriling to you on a private matter,
to use my own aignature”™—which nc-
cordingly followed. Moreover, he dnted
the iletfer from his lodgings, not from
tha ghop, .
The next day brought him a reply; Le
found it on his breakfast table, and
Lroke the envelups with amuged curin-
sity. Mrs Cross wrote that “Saral
Whalker" had been to ese her, and if
inquirics proved matinfactory would be
pngnged. “We ars very greatly obliged
for the trouble you have taken. Many
thanks for your kind inquiries ss to my
health, I am glad to aay that the worsh
“of the alock hos passed nwny, thorgh
I fear that T shall long continue to feel
ils effects.” A few remerka followed an
the terrible diffimiitiea of the servand
question; then “Bhould you be disen-
gaged on Sunday next. we shall ba glad
if yon will lake & cup of tea with ua™
Over his coffee and epg, Will pondered
this invitation. Tt pleased him. unde-
niably, bnt eenaed him no vndue excite-
ment. He would have liked to know
in whai degree Mras Cronss’s daughter
was a consenting party to the step.
Perhaps she felt that, alter the nervices
he had rendered, the least one conld
do was to invite him in  tea. Why
shonld he refuse? HMefors going to bmsis
nesy he wrote a brief aeceptanes. During
the day a doubt now and then troubled
bim s to whether he had behaved dis-
ereelly, but on the whele be looked for-
ward to Sunday with pleaunnt expecta-
tion. .
How should he equip himself? Bhould
L go dressed ns he would hnve oone
to the Tumlret's, in his ensy wrlking
atlire, jacket, and soft feltt Or did the
circumstances dictate ehimmer-net ewd
frock-coatt Ile scoffed at himarlf fnr
fldyeiting over the point: vet nerheng
it had w cectain importance. After de-
clding for the informal costume. at the
Tast moment be altered his mind, and
went arrayed as gociely demands. With
the resnit thal, on entering the 1ittla
parlonr-~that name suifed it much brt-
ier than drenwing-room—hae felt  over.
dressed, pompous. generafly abangd. Hia
evlinder secmed to Le about three feet
high: hia gioven slored Lhirir newneaay
the tails of hix coat felt aa thengh they
wrepped several times roupd hi= logs. end
atill left enough to trail upen the Anar
mn be sk ou n chair too low for him,
Wever simce the minsh awkward atnage
of boyhood hind he feif ao Tittle nt enag
“in eompany.” And ha bnd a enmviction
that Berliin Cress was laughing ot him.
Yler smile wna too persisient; it eonld
only be explained 2s a compromise * °'h
threntening merriment.
{To e Continued.)
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