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CHAPTER XXIV,

»
- P an
By GEO. GISSING, author of #Demos,” " The Nether World," etc,
and strength, he might perlmds com- wight of wild wind and driven rain— fesull that in a forh

By way "of Alichin, whoe knew all the
gousip of the neighbourhood, Warburton
leurnt that hia new competitor in {rade
was o man with fve children and a wife
given to drink; he had been in business
in another part of London, and was sus-
perted to bave removed with the hope
that new surroundings might help his
wife to overcome her disastrons failing.
‘A very rvespectabla man, people aaid;
kind husband, goad father, hanest denker.
But Alichin reported, with a twinkle of
the eve. that afl his capital had gome
in the new stlart, and it was already
clear that his business did not thrive.

“We shall starve him out!” cried the
gssistan, snapping his thumb and fin-
ger.

“and what'li become of him then?”
asked Will. :

*h, thats for lim to thisk about,”
teplied Allchin, “Wouldn't he siarve us,
tf Le could, sir?™”

And Warburten, broeding on this mat-
ter, stood appelled at the ferocity of
the strugsle amid which he lived, in
which be had his part. Gone was his oid
enjoyment of the streets of London. 1n
laoking back wupon his mood of that
earlier day, he saw himsed as an in-
eredibly ignorant and careless mau; mar-
velled at the lightoess of heart which
had enabled him to find amusement in
rambling over this vast slanghter-strewn
field of battle. Picturesque, forsooth!
AVliers was its pickuresquensss for that
Btruggling socn-to-be-dofeated trades-
man, with his tipsy wile, and baad of
children who looked to him for bread?
“And T myself am erushing the man—as
purely ag if I kad my hand on his gulleb
and my knee on his chest! Crush him
T must; otberwise. what becomes of that
little home down at Hi. Nesta—dear fo
mo as 4is children ere to him. There's
po room for both of us; he hag come
tup near; he must psy the pennlty of
his miscalenlaiion. Is thers mnot the
warkhouse for such people?” And Will
weny repenting to himse)f, “There’s the
workhouse—don't I pay poerrateal?—
the workhouse iz an admirable institu-
tion."

He lay awa'we many sn hour of ihese
winler uights, seeing in vision his own
lite and the life of man. Te remem-
bered Lhe office in Little Ailie-street,
sew himself and Godirey Bherwood sit-
ting together, talking. laughing, making
2 jeat of their ¢ffort to suppert a doom-
od house. Godlfrey used to repeat leg-
ends, magas, stories of travel, as though
existence had hot # care. ar the peesi-
bility of owe; and he, in turn, talked
about some bit of London be had Dbeen
exploring, showed an old map he had
pirked up. sn 6ld volume of Londor tapo-
graply. The while, world-wide fuzces,
the hunger-struggle of nalionk, were
shaking the roof above their heads. Theo-
retically be knew tt, Rat they could
eacape in time; they had a cory littls
corner preserved for themselves. nafa
from these pestilent worriet. Fate hax
a prudge against tho foolishly secure.
It he laughed now, it wee in self-
maockery.

The night of Londen, always rife with
mysterions sounds, spoke dresdiolly to
his atraining ear. He heard voices near
aud far, cries of pain or of misery,
rhouts savage or bestial; over and
through all, that low, far-off rumble or
roar, which never for a moment ceases,
the groan. aa It seemed, of suffering mul-
tiludea. Thers tripped belore his dream-
Ing eyes & procession from the world of
wealth and pleasurs, and tha mmaze-
ment with which he viawad It changed
of o sudden to Aery wrath; he toasad
upon tha bad, uttered his rage in & joud
axolamation, felt hir heart pierced with

! minery which brought him all but to
} Sears. Close upon astoniskment and in-
< diguation followed dresd. Given healith

tioue to Lold his own in this merciless
conilict; perhaps only; but what if some
accident, such as befulls this mun or that
in every moment of time, threw him
among the weaklings? He saw his
mother, in her age and ill-health, ceduced
to the pittunce of the poorest; his sister
Being forth to earn her living; himself,
a heipless burden upon them both.—
Nay, was there not rat-poison to be pur-
chased?

How—nhe cried within himsclf—hew, in
the nume of sense und mercy, is mankind
content to live on in such a4 world aa
this? By what devil are they huunted,
ihat, not only da they neglect the means
of solace suggested to every bumane and
rational mind, bui, the vost majority
©of then, spend all their atrength and in-
gennity in embitteriog the commnion lot?
Uverwhelmed by the hateful unreason of
it all, he felt as though his brain reeled
on the vergo of madness.

Fryery duy, nnd all the day long, the
abop, the coumter. IHad he checaen, he
might liave taken a haif-holiday, now
and then; on certain daya, Allehin  was
guite able, und abundanily willing, to
manage alene; Lot what was the use?
To go to a distance was merely lo see
with more distivetness the agqualor of
his position. Never for o moment was
he templed to abandon this werk; he

.8aw no lLiope whatever of earning money

in any other way, and money he wust
necds earn, as long as be lived. Rut
the life weighed upon him with a buarden
such a8 he had never imagined. Never
kad ha underatood lLefore what was
meant hy the sickening weariness of
routine; hig fretfulnesa as a youlh in
the West Indiex seemed to him now in-
conceivable.  Mis own master?  Why,
ke was the slave of every kitchen wench
who eame into the shop lo spend a2
penny; be frembled at the {hought of
failing to please her, and so losing her
custom. The grovery odours, auce plear-
ant to him, had grown nauseating. And
the ever repeated taska, the weighing,
parcel making, string catting; the parrot
phrases a Ehousand limes repeaicd; the
idiot bowing and smiling—low  these
things gnawed at his nerves, til Le quiv-
ered like a beaien horse.  fe tried to
console himself by thinking tkat things
were now ab the worst; that he was
subduing himself, and would soon reach
a happy, dull indifference; bat in truth
it was will fenr that he looked forward.
Fear of unknewn possibilities in him-
self; fear that be might sink yet more
wretehedly in hia own esteem.

For the worst part of his suffering waa
celt-scorn.  When he embarked upon
this stranpe enterpris®, he  kuew, or
thought Tie knew, all tlie trials to which
he woull he exposed, aad oot sbght
would have besn his indignation had
anyone venturcd ta hint that his char-
poter might prove unequal to the test.
Sherwood's letter had pleased him so
mueli, precisely because if praised his
resolve as courngeous, manly. On man-
liness of apirit, Will had nhwaya piqued
himself; it waa his pride that he carvied
a heart equal to suy lot imposed upon
bim by duty. Yet litile more than =2
twelvemonth of shopkreping had a0
undermined bis pluck, enfeshied hia tem-
per, that ha cuuld not regard himaclf in
tho glasa witlout shame. Ie tried to
explain it by faifura of health, Assured-
Iy hia physical state had for months
been declining, aed the bad cold from
which he had recently suffered seemard
to complete hin moral downfall, In
this picrcing and gloom-wrapped month
of February, coward thouglits rontinu-
ally besei him. Ia his cold Yodgings, in
the cold streets, in the draughta of the
ahop, ha felt soul and body shrink to-
gellier, till e hecame as the meancat of
atarveling bucksterd.

Then momething happened, which rescu-
ed him for awhile from this haunting
mall, Qoe pight, just at closing time—

Mrs Hopper vame rushing into the shop,
her face a tale of woe,  Warburion
learnt thuat her sister Taza. the ailing
girl whom he bad befviended in liis come
fortable days, had berm seized wilth luog
hemortlage. and lay in a lamentable
atate; Lhe lielp of Mrx Allehin was cali-
ed for, and any other that might bLe
fortheoming. Two years  age, Wil
would have responded to such an appeal
ax this with lavish pgencrosity; now,
though ike impulse of compassion blind-
ed bhim for a moment to his changed eir-
cumatances, he snon rememberadd that his
charity must be that of a pror man, of
& debior. Ile paisl for a wcib, 1hat the
two women ntizlit cpead to their sisler
through the stonng night as quickly os
possible, and be promired to think of
whal could ke done for 1ne invalid—wvitly
the reduid that he lost a night’s sleep in
ealenlaling wbat sum e might spare,
1 the mommow came the news he bad
expecled; the doector suguested Heemp-
toun Hospital, if admission could be ob-
tained; leome ircatment at this time of
the year, and in the paiient’s cirenm-
stances, was not likely to Le of any good.
Warburton tovk the matéer in baud,
wend about making Tajaicies. found that
there must necessarily be delay. “light
or wrong, he put his hapd in his poeket,
and Mrs Ilopper was enabled 1o nurse
her sisler in a way ofherseise ivnessible.
e visited the sick-romm, and Iif mes
an lhour managed te tatk ag of old i
the note of gailant sympathy and cn-
couragemueat. Eei there be no stint of
fire, of food, of anvthing the doctor
might adviee. Mleaawhile, he wonld ask
about other hospitali—do eversthing m
his power. As indeed he did, with the

Auilerer was mittal tu an justitution
to which, for the nonce, Warburton bad
Leeouwre u subseriber.

He aaw her ddovlor, “Not mach chanee,
1'm airzid. Of course if she wuere ulble
to cbhange climate—that kiod of thing.
Lut, uader the cirenmstances—"7

And through a whole Sunday morning
Will paced nbout his little sitling ruem,
not earing to po [orth, not canng to
read, caring for wvothing at ail m a
wuorll so full of needless misery. “Of
eomrse, il she were able to ehange eli-
madle—"  Yes, the acchlent of posscas-
ing moency: a lite to depend upoo that!
in another siation—though, as Likely
45 not, with ne moral superierity ta
justify the privilegr—tha sick womag
would be snanded, soothed, fortified by
every expedirnl  of  seience, every re-
source of humaniiy. Chanca to bo
poor, and not only nst you diz when
you need met, but must die with the
minimum of ¢omfort, the cxtreme af
hodily and menial distress. This com-
mnnplace struek so fercibly upom Will's
imuginativn {hat it was as a new diss
covery to him. He stood nmazed, be-
wildercd—as men of any thinking power
are wont te Jo when experience munkes
real to ihem the idruisms of life, A
few coins, or pircea of printed paper, to
aignify all ibal!  An explusion of angry
lauughter broke the mood.

Tucing, pacing, back and Jre in the
Tittle room, for hour after hour, till his
head whirled, and his legs ached. Out
of Jdoors there waa fitfully glinting sun-
=hine upon the wet roofs; a pale bhio
now and thea revealed amid the grey
rack. Two years ags he would have
waikeld lwenty miles on a Jay like this,
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Ryer's Sarsaparilia and Pifls Bring Back the Appetite, Insure Restiul

Sleep, Giva Eneroy,

Felt Twenty Years Younger.

Mr. A, Moyes, Frankiin St.,
Adclaide, So. Australia, sends us
Lis photograph, and says:

[ feclsnro that it is to Ayer's
Sarsaparilla and Pills that I owe
my good health. Drervious ta
taking this medicine, I had n¢
appetite and suffered from loss
of sleep. 1 had no eoergy to de
ot 0 go anywhere. ‘The ductos
told me to go away for & chango.
I did 8o, apd I did not fesl ang
betterafter coming back, Icam¢
to the conclusion it woa old age
coming on we. Anyhow, I sonx
alterad my opinion pfter takiog
tho Sarsaparilla and Pitls. Now
I can cat and sleep well; in fact,
Ifeel twenty yearsyonoger. And
whon West I naod naver fvar the
diet one has to put up with on the
fiolds, when my medicine-chest
contains a brttle or 50 of Ayer's
Sarsaparilla and Pills,™

Why ig it that Ayer's Sarsaparilla is such a strong norvo tonic? Wby is it
that this family medicine brings back'the appetile, makes the nerves stendy
aod strong, and gives sound and refreshing sloep? The answer is easy.
Bocause it removes the impuritivs from the blond which irritate ihe nervea

and kosp them in & restless and weakoned condition,

When fed with pura

blood, the merves settio right down to their roguiar duiios; the brain,
stomach, kidneys, and heart all do their work a5 nature intonded,
To get these resulls yon must take Ayer's Sarsaparilla, not some olher

kind.

The market i3 full of imitaticns.

'AYER’S Sarsaparilla

Purifies the Blood. Strengthens the Nerves.

Ayer's Pills kesp the liver active. They aid the Sarsaparilin,
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