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Mother kas a lace collection,
Slater goes [or vugs;

Others go for books and pictures, |
Butterfliea and bags,

Ope thing, though, they all omitted —
8o, 'the whirl to joln

Faither works wilh toll unceaalng;
He collecta the coln

Some light is thrown ca TRobert
Browning’s method of composition in
Misa Alice Corkrzo's “Chapters from the
ytory of My Clildhood,” pow appearing
in "The Girl's Realm.* 5he tells how
once he came down ready dressed ta go
out, and exclainzed, I am another man
to-day—my poemm _is  planued.”  The
poermn wos the “[n¥ Album.” Browaing
continued : —

“There will be five people alive at the
beginning of the bouk, and but iwo
alive at the end, and it will a!l have
happened within the course of two or
three hours, [ begin writing to-morrow,
and it will be daone, always-supposing
that I nm in mood health, and nothing
extrabrdivary happens on such o day.”
Hz said that be wrote so many lines a
day, and that it was exceptional when he
waa Lwo or tirree days out of his reckon-
ing ik regard to a poem.

Fhe king went pAtiug to and fro,
ife klrked the queen’s small pooidle pup;
Fne clown siled off swd wurnipured, Gt
I pritbee, sire, what ls up?

“Tingt fael 1hy conscience prieking. hey?
Ut does thy liver play thre tricks?”

e monarch sadly oossored. SNay,™
Ard deglt the door a Jdozen kicks.

Alak, unensy rests the crown,™
Tioe jeater said, whereat fhe kinm
Let Ay s mace snd knocked him down,
And amniled to see him quiveriug. |
a1t gln’t my ¢rown, you cASlif fout!™
The poltntats in anger said,
“Nor bad wy Hver knocked me out:
My consclence. you skould know, i9 dead.

“Rut af the guoaen's bLehest T swore
T amokin® yesterday, and t™-—
He hit hla palls and frowned aome 1007c-—
“Aln't time to light anolher yit!”

The “Adlentic Montlly” publishes "A
Letter from -Japan,” by Lufecadic Hearnm,
im which he gives a very extraerdinary
and interesting picture of the way 1in
wlich the whele populttion of Japan is
ahsorbied in the war., Souvenirs, war
toys, pholographs, plays, songs, are all
of the war, warlike, The fellowing pas-
sage describing gne {form of the souvenira
of Lhe war is surely the climax of war
spiriti—

“Bui the strangest things Lhat T have
seen in this line of production were silic
dresaes for baby givla—flgured siuffs
which, when looked at from a little dis-
tance, appoared incomparably praity,
owing to the masterly juxtaposition of
timta and colours. On closer inspuetion
the charming design proved to be cowm-
posed entitely of war pietures—or, Tetl-
er, fragments of pictures, blended inta
one aatonishing cembination: naval bat-
tlhes; burning warships; sub-
marine mines exploding; lorpede boats
attacking; charges of Cossucks repulsed
by Japanese infantry; artillery roshing
inlo position; storming of forts; long
lines of soldiery advancing through mise.
Here were coloura of blood and fire, tints
of morping haze and evening glow, noon-
blue snd starred night-purple, sca-gray

and field-green—most wonderful thingyt™

-

In a precent issue of “La Revue.” thers
is an interestivg artide on “Neglected
Glories,” by Captain iI. do Mafleray. He
tella how he has visiled several batuie-
fields on the Continent—Jemappes, Foa-
tenoy, Waterloo, and others, all bultles
in which the French distinguishied theru-
selves, yet deither at Bergem-op-Zeom,
San Secbastisn, or Fooleuoy does thae
glory of the Freoch appear to be com-
memorated. At Fontenoy tha writer was
particularly mortificd and humilinted
when le found the following inseription
—In memaory of the hereio Irinh soldiers
who changed defeat into victory at Fon-
tenoy, May %i., 1745, Gud save Ercland!”
This misleading plaque was erected
sbout two years ago by Mr Frank Bulli-
wan, an Irishman from San Fiaocisco,

and is a modest eulogy compared with
the one which had been originully pre-
pared.  Few people reswember that thia
Irish Brigade foughi in 1he French ranks
and that it wus a viclory for the French,
und a defeat for the Enghish, Dulel, and
Anstrian allics.  Naturally, the writer
thinks it infelerable that sueh aa in-
seription as this should be allowed to
adorn the burialbyground ae  Foctenoy,
while nowlhere is there to be scen o sin-
gle word commemorsative of the French
Lonours, 2od he pleads earnestly for the
erection, at Foutenny and other batile-
fields where-the Freneh have fougbt and
died for their country, of suitable con-
memarative plagues.

Mr. H. . Wells, that dreamer of fan-
tastic dreams, has been imagiuing for
us the bedroom of the [uture. 1t is to
be & most wonderful and healihy affair,
and will requice no labour te keep it
clean.

“There iy mo fireplace,” says Mr.
Weils, in the “loritnightly Review™
“and L am perplexed by Lhat uniit I find
& thermometer heside six swilches on
the wall. One switch warms the foor,
which i+ nol earpeted, but covered by
& subalupee Jike soft  vileloith;  one
warms the maltress; and the others
warm the wall in varions degrees.

“There i3 a2  recess dressing-Toom,
equipped with a bath and all thot ias
neeessary to one’s teilet and the water,
one remarks, i warmed if one desircs
it warm, by passing it through an elee-
trically-heated spiral ef {ubing, A rake
of soap Jdrops ont of a store machine
on the fwmn of 2 handle, and when you
have done with it you drop that and
your soiled towela and so forth, which
alsg are miven you by imachines, iato a
little Lox, through the boltemn of wlhicl
they drop at onve, and sail down a
amooth shaft.

“Fhe room bas no corners io

"

aather
dirt, wall meets floor with a genile
curve, and the gparimenrt conlid be

swepl out effectually by a few slrokes of
a mechanical sweeper. You are pulite-
Iy wrequested Lo turn o handle at the
foot of your bed Befure leaving Uhe
roonm., and forihwith the frame furns

up into a veriieal! pnsition, and the
bedelothes hang airing. Yoo sland at
the dvorway nnd realize that there re-

muins not a minule’s work for anyoue
to do”’

Presmabliv you press anolher lndton
to baverthe bed retade,

Lieutenami-Colonel  Bairnsfuther, in
“Goml Words.” reralls some impressions
nf Tibet. which are, however, of nnother
time and place than tlinse involved im
the rceent sion. He {ells how, on en-
tering Laduk. he came on o loner, low
wall, runring in the same direclion ad
the road, and apparenily ecenpyin
blacking 1he centre of il: No dividing
burrier evidently, nor part of uny fortifi-
cation. Uselesa. secemingly, and of na
mearing.  On approaching we find ihahb
the path divides on either side of this
wall, rach section being equally trodden,
But Lhere is no choics. The left-hund
path mitst he taken, the wall remuining
on the right, This fuleed, we alterwardls
learn, is one form of prayer. Ior every
ons of the countless small slabs of slona
which cover the sloping roof of the wall
are inacribrd with the ove universal and
all-sullicing prayer—the mysteriona, and
to us {even when trandlated) meaning-
less, Om mane padme hauni: Oh! the
jewel in the lotns.  Awmen. These walla
vary «in lepgth from ahout one hundred
ynrds to n quarter of & mile, gnd one ¥
saw could not have boen less thean eight
lundred yards; from six to ten feet high,
about twelve fect broad at Luse, and sfop-
ing to an apex ot the top. Think of the
labour expended, not 8¢ much in the con-
siruction of the wall, but in the carving
of nll the prayer stones. This last is tha
work of the monks, and it ia pot & dead
iden, for 1 found a fa¥ver at work on n
prayer of more ambitious size on a rock
face. Tha writer reverently acknowledges
the strong desire thus expresssd to kee,
the reality of the other world daily n:
hourly in mind, ’
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In the “American Review of Reviews™
Mr W. O, Edgar writes a picturesque
sketeh of “Hiawatha™ as the Ojibwaya
interpret it. This t{ribe of Intians an-
nually produce the play of “lliawathe™*
during the pleasant menths of summer
at Desborats, Ontario- This la how &
quaint Indian parallel to the Oberam-
metgau Passion 1lay avose: “Mr L. Qo
Armstrong, who has sprent his summern
for many years on an island ciose by. is
responsible for Lthe production of the play
of “Hiawatha”™ Tven years age he was
travelling in am opcu boat along the
north shore of Iake lluron, nDearly
thirty miles from Sault Bte. Marie. As
night fell e came upon & group of is-
lands, ond pitched hiz camp on one of
them, When he awoke {he next worn-
ing he found the luke covercd with
canoes, and, lonking across to the mains
land, discovered it to Le the enmping-
ground of a tribe of Indians. Tle beeame
nequainted with tice natives, and found
them kindly disposed. TLater, hie built
himself a shelter on the island, and ia-
vited the Ojibways to visit him, Iie won
their confidence and goodwill, and in the
course of many long and friendly talks,
learacd that the logend of Wiawatha was
not unfamilinr to them. Ie read parta
of Longfcllow’s poem Lo his red guesta,

" and they verificd and corrected it Tle

then underiook to ebtain the Indian ver-
sion of the siory, and in this, after pa-
tient effort and nuch tact, he flnally
succerded. He was surprised to fud how
tlure a similarity existed between Long-
follow’s interpretation oud the legendary
lore of the Jadians themselves. Out ol
this acnuaintauce grow the iden of play-
“Hiawatha,” and its first presentia.
tion was given in 1809 before members of
the Longfellow family, whe have since
lestified to their cnjoyment of the
eveni.”

The Tndiaens are very unwilling to ae-
ceph muilern inmovationa.  An unjortun-
ate exceplion to this praisewerthy rule
15 a wodern laughing song, translated
inle Iadian, which bas beenm put in the
weuth nf Mau-Puk Keewis. “There ore
severa]l additional scenes in Hinwatba's
lsistory which might perhaps e given
with excellent dramntie musical effect,
but the actors decline to present them.
Tarticularly and emphatlieally, they re-
fuse to poriray the great famine and the
death of Binnehaha, nor will they sing
her death chant. They maintuin that
the costunes, dances, and songs aof the
play os it is oow given ars correct, and
any supgestions to elter them in ihe
slightest particular are disrygarded,
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