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‘avant to wp snd drink, for ¥ am Dotl
Sungry and  thirsty, Afterwards you
whall till ma e sleep with yu: ot
music ST

“', ¥ Thave prepared wmeh  gweet
‘shosfe to night! she said, loeking imta
my face with her bright eres. ‘But you
will go upalm-s aml get ndy belan dm-
ner, won't you, Ld
© “F promided, n\d wha left Tae st om,
rarrying the baby herself up the wide
wmtairs. I watched her for n minuts ss
I stood in the ventre’hall. She turned
at a cornet of the spacious staircase,
‘waved her hand to me, kissed the babe
=nd wan then last to ngint.

*] don't know what impelled me to
Wo as I &id tkem. but instead of follow-
ing er advite and going up to my dresa-
Snx reom ta-change, as was my eustom,
intn fu¥l evenioy dress, I went into a
sort of morning roow, where I kept my
whips, pipes, guns, otc. There was &
window here which Jooked right out on
the enrringe drive,” I stood at it and
watched the youns moon coming up
over the hill, It was the veriest cres-
cent moon, and T was glod to observe,
being in qnte of myself, somewhat
stiperstitiows, that T ssw it through the
wpen window, and withont the infer-
wention of glusa between it and me, I
bad just notieed it, and was about to
go upstairs when to my amezement I
saw Wy groom, Amos, coming quickly
round the avenue leading my favourite
mare, Siarlipht, paddled and bridled-
T had been riding a stont cob, Rufus, ali
day. He brought her to the front door,
where he waited, looked rownd him
eagerly, cuu«ht nhht. of me, and called
out—

¥‘Here she is, sir,
as fast as possibie’

“L went put tu him in some amaze-
ment

“Yhat In the world ‘do you mean?
I said. ‘I don’t want Stnrhfvl.\b now.
Take her back again.’

“ But excuse me, 8ir, you tatd me to
get her ready a9 fast as ever I could
You said you wanted to be off, and you
hadn't 2 moment to lose.

“My first inzlination wak to let ont
& torrent of abuse at the lad, but when
¥ tooked into his face, all wish to speak
feft me. I felt the strangest sensation
that 'could ever be vouchsafed to any-
body, and that was a mad desire to
#ind myseit on Btarlight’s back. There
she stoed, curving ber graceful. neck,
and lookiog at me with her bright eyes.
Get on her I must, and get on her also
as guickly as I possibly could. - Some-
fiow, T felt that it was nol only neces
sery to vide her, but that it was neces-
mary to ride her quickly, 4o go sz fast
r3 ever 1 could, ms fast as the mare’s
HFeet Ie'eb could tn.ke me, I koew nu&
whither.:

“All thounrha. nf Ursuh and her dlsa.p-

& t. and . ama t when she
foumd me not coming into supper, faded
from my mind, .I smd afler a Driefl
moment’s pause— - .

v ¥ That's all right, ﬂwn Amos. Y{m
have betn qumln.” and I am off!

“I sprang on the mare’s back, and
the sound of ber hoofs thundering up
the avenua as fast as ever I could com-
pel Ler to go, mumst have been borns
up te Ursula. BS she laid her babe to

Teat,

X got her ready

e muqh rcnc‘h the toll -gate. what-
ever happens,’ ¥ thought, and 1 urged
mwy willing steed with bLoth spur and
wlhip. But she did not need any en-
treatica of mine to go fast, Never be-
fore had she flown at such a rate. But
# seemed to me, in gome unaccountxble
way, that minutes were dragging. and

that =¢ eonld never reach our destina-’

tion i time, Al the same I did not
koow what that destination was, and [
had not the faintest idea why I was on
Biarlight’s back; why I hed gone awny
withjut saying a single word to mj
wife; why I, a tired man, weary to
death with a lony day’s work, should
be suddenly galloping over the roads ss
fast »a ever {lhe feet of my gool mare
coull convey me. I kept on repeating
to myself—

“'This is absolute folly! But T will
¥ids as far a3 the toll-gate. ‘The toll-
pate, of eourse, will.Le shut. ‘Lhe toll-

keeper, I know, goes to bed sonn after
eiglit g'clock, and will be snoring lustily.
£ won't wake him, poor chap, I will just
go as far ag the toll-gale and Lthe un-
wecomiable senantion which .iy ob. my
Leart, nnd which ia drlving me there
avill bivo pasaed by then, ond I will go

kame, Yew, when I reach the foll-gate®

f will return and Starlight will be oll
the hetter for her gnllap in the moon-

ht.? wh o
. “But there was ns moonlwht The

g escent moon was already hid.
den behind banks of clouds which wers
guibered vp in every direction. Long
an the days now were, it wae past ten
o'cloek, snd for a midsummer's might

-really dark.  The wingd, too was eighing

awongst the treem. There had been
n loag season of drought, and litthe ed-
dies of -dust kicked wp by my mare's
-hoofe, were blown -+ disugreeably into
my eyes Bitill we thundered on and on.
- “‘YWhen we get o the toll-gate we
will go. b.lnk." kept npe-tmg and re-

peating. -

“But whu we did Teach the gate.
whal was my amarement Lo see it wide
open, and old Jakes, the toll-keeper was
standing at one side, Lis wife and littie
oD hnu.ng placed themselyes just be-
hind him. The moment ke saw me ap-
proaching, he took off his moleskin cap,
waved it threa or four times in the air,
and shouted in a voice of great excite-
ment:

, “<iery you are, Squlre‘ I Xept {he
gate open, for I knew you would be eota-
ing. You ge through = once, Bquirs,
and dop't wait to pay the toll until yon
are returning; and ride for your life,
air; ride for your lifel And God bless
you'sir] God hless youl!”

- “His words wers utterly Amazmq;,
and the framiic gestures of excitement
from hia wile and son were only match-
ed by his own BStarlight thundered
through the open gate-way and on up
the dosty road, and I felt my heart
beating in the queereat state of um-
povernables amazement. The frantic
baste I had felt the very moment T had
Been my mare saddled and bridled and
standing wailing for me ontside my own
front door, was nothing to what now
caused my heart to beat as though it
must burst, Yes, there was no doubt
about it; whatever the eonsequence, I
must go formard and as rapidly as it
wus jo the power of man ard beast to

“Presently we found ourselves in the
open country, and a very barrem piece
of country it was. it was a road stretch-
ing across a great extent of heather
and moortand, and not a living soul in
sight. Tkere were mile stones here and
there to mark the way, and there was
am old gibbet om which three Tobhers
had Lhung not so many veara ago, their
bores clanking in the wind, and there
was & biasted oak tree which the light-
ning had seared. All these objects stood
out black and gaunt in the semi dark-
ness of that summer’s night, and still
Startight and I kept the road, rushing
on and on, and on. Btariight good
horse, being quite willing to go any-
where, in any direction wnere I bade her
go, and I, mysell, in & state of absolute
latomshrncnt, not baving the fuintest
idea what I was doing, or where I was
Leing driven, for it came over e, as I
rushed plong that windy desolate tracik
and dreary rnad ihat something, super-
human, unaccountable, was directing my
way, and that I was compelied to go T
did not know where, and to do I did
uot know whak, .

Byt by and by. as I rode, & scrt of re-
action took poasession, of me. The de-
sire to go on and meet something wn-
sccountable and wknown becaime faint-
er, the desira to return Lo my wife and
child became more dominant, It is true,
the tcli-gate had mot stopped me, for
it wns open, and 1 had rushed through
as though propelled by a wighty power.
But by and by there would be the ferry.
The ferryman with his boat would nok
be in readiness at this hour of the sum-
mers night. - I knew quite ‘well the
hours that the old ferryman kept. Iie
generally put up his Loat, and relired to
his” cottage mear DLy goon after niue
o'clock. 1t was not far from eleven
o'clock now. He would be in Led and
asleep, having truly earned his night's
Tenose. ’

“ will not wake him,’ I said to my-

self. ‘I will go as far am the ferry. and
if he ig not there, I will return. There
is no nginuer of use in taking thia =ad
rile for ever. If the ferryman ia not
waiting,” snd of course le will nol be
waiting for me, Starlight and I will re-
turn lome quietly. We will go Lack
pver tle miles of road, nud forget (Lis
night, snd what impslled us slicst to
risk our lives in our specd to pet Bome-
where, and to do Something Unknown.
Yes, it will be st the ferry tbut I shall
stop. The ferry will pul an end tu this
extraordinary adventure.”

“I bhad to .ride several milea wot, fo
reach It, but-by and by T enw the bend
in the river, which very &con nfter-
wards opened out into o landlocked har-
bour, and further on into ancther har-
-bour, and then once more ioto the

restless maln of the open sea. The
clouds Lroke now and them overkead,
and I could observe the gleaming of the
waier, Etarlight and I could nol swim
scross.  The lerry would be owr hall-
.ing place. Afterwards we would qmeti;
Felurh, -+ # i 1N '
. “But a9 we approached ine ferrf,
what was my amazement to ace that
the boat wna still rocking on the water,
nad that the ferryman, a stalwert: per-
port, with long gray bair, and an ua-
kempt beard, was standing wp in ihe
‘boat, swaying it slightly {from aide to
aide. He wns Lonhng up the road down
which I was rushing, and when he saw
me, he did exaclly ‘what the toll-keeper
had done. Ha took off his taitered cap
and waved it and shouted sleud in the
still night air: -

“'l krpew you were camhg, Squire
Chalmers, and I kept the boat waiting
for yon, sir. There isn't a minote to
lose. In you get, sir, in you get! and I'lt
ferry you across in & twinkling! For the
Lord's sake don't delny, sirt (et in; get
inl I knew well you were ecoming, and
the wife couid not get me indoors, try
af alie would; and neither bite nor sup
bave 1 tasted, for the thought of yonm,
and the meed that wag bringing you.
Here’s a place for the horge, sir. Mers
you sit. Get in, get in, Rquire! I'll scon
have you ferried acrosa the river.'

“Without & word I dismounted; with-
out aven the ghost of a remonatrance, I
le? my horse into the old ferry boat, the
ferryman took the oars and I rat quiet,
and dumb, in the midst of the boat with
the strangest fear at my heart.

“Jenkins on that night seemed to
have the sirength of ten men, so lustily
did he ply the nars, and so rapidly did
be propel the boat acrosa the stream.

“On the opposite side several men had
collected, and when we neared the shors
one of them shouted;

‘“*Fasler, faster, Jenkina! It’s a case
of life aad death, you know.. That's
right, Squire, we knew you'd come.’

“‘Fer the Lord'a eake tell me what
i3 the matler, T saild to the men as I
sprang on shore and helped Starlight te
do lkewise,

“But thera was not a werd from any-
orme. The men looked at me with that
satme strange fear in their eyes which I
had zalready seen in the face of Jenkins,
It communicated iisell to me. I had
only cne desire in life, and that was to
go forward. 1 syrang on Starlight, with.
out even wailing to pay the eld ferry-
man, and was soom galloping uwp the
‘High-street of the lifitle town. In the
pirest itaelf all was quiet, for people
went to bed early in those days, hut as
I entered wlhaot waa called Market.atreet
and saw the market at onc end and the
new Court house at the further end, T
perceived that several people were still
up, rnd that the ¢rowd which had na-
sembied round ihe Court house swhen I
feft Clradwick early that evening was
still there, only much greater in intensi-
ty. -
“As roon ns ¥ appenred, the prople
made way for me right and left. and I
drew mp my panting hotse exactly op-
posite the great row of steps which led
into the court, A man came forward
at once.

“ it's all vight, eir, you po atraight im,
please. I'lt tnke rare of the horse”

“I put Starlighl’s reins into hizs hand
without glancirg at his face, and went
straight wp the steps, the people ali
watching me as I went. Xo one gpoke &

word, aa I disappeared through lhe thick
erowd into the Court house.

“The court where the prisoners were
triel was a blaze of light cuused by
eandles and torches stuck against the
walls, and the air was breathless and
. vory Lat aml exhauslod, T gbaerved that

+* thars were ergwds, of péople, mo-Lly

men, but also o few Indies, in Lhe house,
and ull bending forward as though they
wers full of the most intence emotion,
and there was m great stilinesa, sn =till
that you might have heard a pin drapy
. “Ag soon a¢ [ appeaved, everyane in
ths house looked ai me, and there was
& sort or murmur, for I came in all
untidy and dusty from my ride, wy hat
m hand, ahd my hair tessed from wy
forehead. 1 carried my whip. and my
epurs clanked at my heels. There were
atl those marks of that haste shout
me, which had eertainly been mine dne-
ing that marvelous ride. There was
something about my appearance whick
Cevidently eaused the wmost intense a-
marzement, and then all of a sulden, the
usher, whao was stznding elote to the
judpe, said ‘Hush !* and I losked to-
wards the judge, and 1 saw thet he had
hiz black cap Iying elose to his mde ;
juat then a door wos opened to hiz left
and the twelve gentlemen of the jury
came out, having at that very moment
decided on their verdict. They took
their places gravely in the jury borx,
and I, led by na human being, but stilt
overpowvered by that Masterful Pres-
cnce, which had e¢ompelled me to ccme
to the court, went up snd etood le-
tween the judge and the prizoner.

“And then, for the first time, § look-
ed full at the prisoner in the dack, and
the face 1 saw wns familiar to me, al-
though just for w moment ! could nok
reniember where I had seen it befure.
Then, atl of & sudden, I recalted that
face, so gray, so sorrowful, with his
eyes full of mute entreaty, that shagey
dhiead, that poor extevior, and as I look-
ed at 1he man, he looked full at me. I
hed mever before seen such black lustrs
eyes as his wers then, eyes from which
all hope and aimost intelligence had
gone, HBuol as he looked, back inta his
eyes there leapt o most polden, mosk
rosy, most marvellous hope, amdl he
siretched out his thin hands and he
said imploringly—

“¢You temember e, Once you and
T sopped tegether. You remember me.
You will prove that I was with you at
the kour the murder was committed.
You will save my life!”

“He had scarcely uttered the wonls
hetore he sank in a dead heap on the
floor,

“Weill, thut wasz about ibe principal
pati of the story. Of course I proved
an alibi and saved the nasevable Jile of
the miscrable man. Lut Lad I neé
bern, so to speak, taken off my own
feet and carried ie that Courthuuse by
& LUower stronger thun my own, aud by
a Will greater tlan my own, the man
would have been hanged by Lhe neck,
for the jury, as I entered the louse,
were just coming out with {he \erdu.t
of ‘Guilty.’

“1 cannot explain onything. Wlult
dmpelled my proom, what impelled nay-
aelf, what impelied the man at the tuil-
gata, what impelied the ferrymun, zll
to conduet a witness to that court-
house to gave mn innocent man, liea
amongsal thoss inscrutabic mysieries
which another worldl will reveal,”
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