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Fatalities In War

INTERESTING COMPARISONS.

Molern wattare differs from ancient
and awalineval eonllicis, not only in the
weapons Used, but in the pereentage of
Lthe wannded who survive a battle. I
the duyvs of the hand to hand fphting
with ]-)ik(- i battleaxe aml
dageer, the ciswaltion of a beaten army
were lialle 1o be total. The wounded
were uswally taken prisoners or slain,
Few ten ewupeed the close pursuit of

aword,

the victors.

Even the winuing side il a smaller
proportion of los nry
or technienl, than armies sifer in these
times, when every nun hit by a ritle
ball figures in the visualtics amd nine

. owierely  tempor

aut af wotnuded  recover
and vejoin their command.  Ino modern
war tie fesses published after o batrle

twenty-live  or

qen vepartel

enan e cut down to
thirly per vent. of the oflicial numbers
in ascortaining the permanent «dimiong-

tion of 1Te forees ebgaged.

In this respect, however, battles
differ  widely. Hometimes  actions
fauglit at close wange under peenliar

comclitions, as, for instance, where the
stotiming of strong works defemled Dy
heavy artillery is involved. the propor-
tion of easualtios mean death
may Tise to something like the ferrible
martality af medineval soaes.

When the Ty fung themselves
on the Trenek and Saredinian lnes at
the Tehernaya Wiveg, befere o to-
pol, in 1855, they Jefr about 33000 el
on the fiald, and their wounded scemsd
to nnmber only abaut half that num-
her. These propertions were so re-
markable that it must he taken for

which

‘Waterloo—French loas, 31,000; allies,
22.000.

Austerlitz—French lose, 7800; allies,
33,000,

Wagram—French loss, 30,000; Aus
triun, 35.000.

Friedland—French loss, 8000; allies,
JRXLLIR

Eyvlan—French lose, 20,000: allies,
THAHKD,

iluhenlinlen—French loss, 5000 ;
Auxirian, 20,000

Dresden—French  loss, 3000; allies,
Rt 1) N

laipsic—-French loss, 53,00; allies,
A1, 0001,

sma-Auerstadt—Freneh  luss, 140005
Prussian, 45,00,

Bienbeim—FErench  loss, 40,000; al-
lies, 13,000.

Malplayuet — French  loss, 20,0003

i 18,004,
Rossbach—Prussian, 500; allies, 750

Zerndori—Prussian, 11,0(0;  Kusdun,
24,000,
Kunerdorf—Pru=sian, 18.5M; allies,

16,000,

Mazrnta — French-Sardimnm, HMHEN ¢
Austrian, 17,004

Sulferino—  IFrepeb-Sarvdiman, 18,000
Ausirian, 200000,

Nudown — Prussian, MKH};  Aunstrian,
4 ANH),

trravelotte— German. 21.080; Freneh,
14,1KH).

Bedrn—lerman. 9000;  French, 38001,

Inkermtann -— Russian. 90003  allies,
2500,

The Alma — Russian, 53005  ales,
3300,

Sebastopeol (final)— ERnssian (¥); al-
Ties, 10,004,

Tlevna — Russian, 40,00 ; Turk.
A3.0HH),
Tettyshurg—VFederal, 23.186; Confede-

foderate, 17.504.
Anticthim— Federal, 12,500; Confede-
rate, 25 000,

Chickamangs — Federal, 15.831: Con-
fediderate, 17604,
Clhnnesllopsville — Federal.  16.000 3

Confedernte, 12,821,

granted that many woundel 1in Wilderness — Tederal, 12469 ; Con-
wore sent to the rear and never ve-  federate. 1E400.
povied aa huré, feven Thays Before Richmond— Fede-

The following shows how greaily the ral, ]5-{—’4"_‘- Confederate, ]753_7_*-
Gghting in the  Russo-fapanese” wav Ktone River — Federal. 11,578 ;3 Con-
falls short of 1he havoe which markeld federafe, 25.560.
many wolable Waitles of the last 200 Pelersburg Yederal, 10586 ; Con-
Venps— federate, (1),
) wodino——Frenelr Iass, 30000;  11ns- Ehileh—TFederal, 13,573; Confederate,
~ian, 40,000,
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Spottaylvanin — Federal, 14,931; Con-
federate, 9000,

Cold Harbour—Federal, 14,931; Con-
federate, 1T00.
Fredericksburg—Federal, 12,353 ; Con-
federate, 4578,

Chattancoga — Federal, 5616 ; Con-
federate, BG684.

Bull Run--Federaly; 2962; Confede-
rate, 1751, °

A little comment iz required. Boro-

dinc had the inoast casualties of any
single battle in modern times, The
fighting at Leipsic lasted more than
three days. Tn the latter battle the
French lost sbout 25000 ill and wound-
el men, whom they had to abandon in
Thospitals as they retreated. These
zre not ineluded in the figures given.
At Borodino, Leipsie, and other battles
of Napoleon’s wars the Fremeh foree
included many nationalities euch as
Puoles, Italiane, Belginns, ete.

In the wars of Frederick the Great
the army he defeated at Rossbach was
mainly French. At Kumerdorf the foree
which routed him was ehiefly Russian.
The French defeat at Sedan was follow-
ed immediately by the surrender of an
army of B86.000 men. The losses at
Plevna cover a ziege of months, but the
Russians aod their Rouwmanian allies
los!t 16,000 in four days fighting. The
Turkish losses were chiefly Ipt he sur-
render of 40.080 men with the fortress.

The worst tem minuies of the civil
war was the first rush of the Union
army agninst Lee's works at Cold Har-
Bour. In half an hour the federal loss
was about seven thouwsand. Probably
thirty-five hundred fell in ten minutes.
At that rate 21,000 men would be put
out of action in an hour, or 250000 in a
day, sneh as the struggle at Waterloo
covered.

“ Blsthering.”

The fine art of “Blethering* in the sub-
jeet of & paper in “Seribner's Magazine.”
To blether, we are told, is to “enlarge the
spirit under the cramping influence of ad-
versity or the crass monotony of {oil, by
entering temporarily into lengue with the
imps of incunsequence,” Among famous
bletherers there are mentioned such
names as Lamb, VWhistler, Shakespeare,
Thackerny and George Meredith. From
the examples given, it is clear that
biethering is a lonie and a virtue. Gold-
smith met Johnson's ponderous sclemni-
ties with admirable blethering. Swift
wus o dry bietherer, rather too fond of
lugic. Burke, on the olher bhand, never
blethered, which was a failing. A bull,
if lrish, is supreme blethering, for it is
not & mere stupid blunder, but a witty,
ineonsequential, upside-down  statement
of truth. In the fellowing pussage the
writer gives an instance of physical as
digtinet from mental blethering: “Among
our personal acyuaintances we probably
could find mumerous less illustrious but
cqually authentic examples of the blether-
ing spirit. I know a man of honcurable
vears and literary prefession who went
upon i solelnn cecusion to deliver an ad-
lress before bis Alma Mater. The address
was eloquent, amd moved hia  hearers.
Later 1hey discussed ils noble imagery,
unaware thut its author was then rolling
down the green sward of a hill at the
back of the eollege buitlings, enjeying a
I.h-l[wr =1ch as t’!lP. mimd of youth could in
awise coneeive,
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