3

TOF NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC.

Sxturday, October 22, 1004.°

Ber, loved her beiler than she Tad ever
laved her own mother. It was out—
the terrible, guilly trutl, Hhe drew
the covers over her face, held them
tightly in her elenchwd, trembling fine
ers, Could even Uod forgive such
wickedness?  She tried to pray. The
words would not ecome, Never in all
her life lad she been 8o desperaicly
wicked. What if Guild should visit His
wrath upon her? He had waid, “Thau
ghalt have no other guds before Me”
Waould le—could He, that jealous iml,
undersiand her Jove for this woman
who waa no kin lo her, whom she had
never aeen till eight weeks befure?

Hler tongue lay dw ta the root of
her mouth, her slaking linbs grew
heavy with fear. Yet—yet—yot-—she
was glad—glad this woman had come,
The tense flngers relaxed, slowly;
fearfully she pesped out  ovey the
rovers al the daintily draped windows,
the dressed-up furmiture, the liltle pink
roses that scrambled over fuch other
on the ereamy gromnd of the wall-paper,

And as qui she closed her cyes
at them. “Vengeance ix Mine, 1
. repay,” thundered in her ears,

The days thal followed alternated
with joy and fear. Tradition aml ihe
nulural emntions of her heart battled
flercely.  FEven a new pale - blue lawn
drexs and a pretty girlish hat did nat
lishten her trouble. The girls listless
ﬁgurr, the dulf eyes. the pale, tightly
drawn lips wortiel Mrs Brennon con-
siderally, &he dosed her with Llood
wodivine and blue mass pills, and in-
pisted on Jonas taking the girl to mar-
ket with him. At these limes it was
all Evelyn could do 1o keep from throw.
ing her arida saromut lwer stepanother’s
neck and orying  out  how much she
loved her.

Hut iradition is strong, awd Evelyn
was of the Bbre that mariyr: are made
af. Bhe wenl resolutely every day to
her motlier’s grave over in the back or-
chard, ancd laid a bunel of tlowers there.
Aud 1his nearness to 1he stern, narrow

'<

woman who bad borre her kept Evelyn
in the shadow of the rigil, hard disci-

*;Iime slte had been raized under. Rhe
iad no way of kuowing that the poor
motlier md heen narvow, and cranpal,
wnd stern in her dull yeurs of life bee
cue tradition had laid its bane oa
her, tao, The cold, dead ps eould uot
ery out ta the dlesh of her fle<h. awml
bone of her hone, that she had existed
ouly because she did not know how 10
Tive, that lwer poor, cramped zoul hait
rhrivelted up bewuse it had ant known
haw to expand.

Wearily the girl dragzed her-olf away
from ihe dubl, shadowed spot hack to
the bright, cheerful farm-howse witl i«
neally Kept  grounds  amd new air of
dhomeliness, filled with emotlions that
ehe, pour chikl! eoald not vedersiand.”
And there was no one to tell her, ne

ona to lift the burden of guilt from
the young bleeding hedrt, no one to seat-
ter the mists from the ,;nlnh mind, no
one te whisper that joy needs no ex-
¢uze for being,

Her sirp-mot!lcr, busy, complacent,
had no experience of Lher own to help
her understand wlhat ailed tlie girl
That she was moping she saw ai once,
ank drvicd in every way to brighten her
up. She wade Jounsg let her une the new
Lugzy, anmd coaxed amt bullicd him inte
zetling her all sorts of girlish gewgawa:
A stding of beads, side-combs set with
brilliunts, & puir of open - work silk
mits, a fan with npangles pasted on gauze,
w white silk parasolt

Evelyn's delight over these things was
wnbounded. It wade Mps. Breuuon icel
woosl all over just to watch the dimpling
face and the Lubbling joy of her, as sle
apened the bundles and saw the preclum
thinga, -

But stil she moped.

“Kyie must have s bean” Tt was in
determined voive that  Mrs, Brewnon
wade (his amwuncement to Jonas as they
ani one evening alone an the new porch.

Jonas took a fresh chew and erossed the
otler leg,

“tivorge  DBlack wsed to hang round
here, but Liddy an’ June Black didn’t jest
pee,  Jaue's & spankin’® good evok, an'
Liddy an’ hey haed o fallin® out over some
cakes they showed at the Fair. Evie held
up for Liddy, an’ George stuek by his na,
of course, a1’ him an® Evie ain't see each
ather to spestk to sence, as | know en. I
win’t neve =tedd seeh pumpkin pies as
Jane Bhaeks. Liddy would't ask hey for
the receipt.  Liddy was awiul sol In seme
1hing=.""

Next morning Mrz. Brernon hitched
the horse to the new biggy and drove
wver to Jane Black's, three mites farther
up the pike.  She settled herse!l comfort-
ably on Jane's side poreh,

“There ain't wmueh neeld of an intro-
duction,” «h b with Lieariy pleasantry,
“Uve been trying to get over heve Lefore,
Tt V've heen so busy fixing things that
I've not hal time Lo veturn visit=, et alone
nake ‘e, And I ain’t comne visiting this
iime. 1'm a fnir eook myself, but Jonas
hus ialked so much about your pumpkin
pies. I've decided U've gol o fow things to
Iearn et I'd like your receipt, if it ain't
asking too much.”

Mrs. Blaek’s wrinkled, weather-beaten
face relexed inlo lines ahmest soft  and
youthfak

“Askin’ ion mueh!  Why, Mrs. Bren-
non, youre weleonw {o it, an’ anything I
bhave. 1 knnw, thouph, it ain't any bet-
tern yourn. Men jest get notions ‘hont
thing=. Jomas whways did {alk a heap
about my pumpkin pies,  Teo mueh,” she
added, significantly.  Mrs, Brenuon nod-
ded her nmlerstanding.  She il no in-
tention of disenssing the first Mys. Bren-
an.  She had unt come for that.,  Just
1lien Cleorge came in from the field; per.
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baps he thought the dinner-pong had
sounded, perbaps he saw the Breanon rig
drive in the gateway, perhapa he expeeted
1o find somicone else besides the pleasant-
foeed mutron om the poreh. The Litter was
the reason Mra. Brennon gave as she saw
him look styly about and his face sudden«
ly Iall.

A big, fine-louking young fellow, with

“good, alert face and merry eyes, he won

Mrs. Bremnon's heart at onee.  Khe greet-
ed him heartily. They talked about the
¢rops and the westher and the pesis that
plague a farmer almost to death, but both
were Lhinking as hard an conld be about
“Fvie,” sl somehow each divined what
waws in the other'as mind. By the Lime
Mrs. Bluek eame out with the receipt
Licorge knew the second Mrs. Brenuon
betier than be lad ever known ihe first
one.

Tiv gave her a wagyish twinkle over his
mother’s head as she renewed the dis-
enssion af the merita of Jane’s pics, and
« grateful snile as she insisted on their

coming over 1o supper the very mext
evening,
Jonas smiled, too, them gave 2 low

eluckle 25 Mra, Brennon, at dinner, told
about hee visit and the arcangements
made for ihe fellowing day. Evelyn'a
face went red, ther white, and all that
day and the next she was very quiet;
quiet but woi moping, her step-mother.
noled with keen satisfaetion. Khe her.
seif helped her into the new bine fawn
dreas, Lied the Tong ribbon sash, and ar-
ranged the soft hair so as best to show
off the new side combs. And very sweet
el winsome she looked as she steod shy-
Iy behind her stepmother and  grecled
their visitors.

The supper of fried ¢hicken, hot bis-
enits, crisp cucumbers and  tomatoes,
plump peas and fluky mashed potateces,
golden-brown  coffee and pumpkin  pies
wmade from the famous romipt, wWas e
i1hat, to use Jane Bluck's own words,
“eounldn’t be heat.” Jonas sat ai the end
of the table, twinkling and bristling with
#ood humonr, and CGeorge Black laugled
till the tears ran down his cheeks at
Jonay™ jokes amd yarns. The women
laughed, too, and got in oceasional jokes
of their own that, like Jonas’, had slood
them in good stcad many a time before,
Evelyu was ilhe only quiet one; Tike a shy,
tremnbling little bird she sat, content with
the wouderful lays that came from ber
jovous, fast-beating hegrt.

But afier supper she was strangely
afraid. and liovered near her step-mother
all the while, Mre. Brennon fovked un-

secingty at the man's rueful fuce, and
mot  #1}  mearly dime for  theiw
visitors to g did ale Jemd him &
hand. They were sitting on the mew
pereh, looking o dowe $he road tha¥
showed ¢lear and white in the ucems
light, Evelyn sitting silent between her
step-nrother and Jane, smd Gesrge lise
Menig dumnbly to Fonaa' calenintions om
the winter price of hay.

“F declare it T ain’t lett my Poisley
shawl down on the eornbin in the
burn!™” excleimed Mras Bremwon, in &
eharp, annoyed voice. “I am that eare-
less! XEvie, dear, just run down and
get it this very minute—I et a heap
by that shawd, X was mother's,” and
she plunged info a recital of the wm.
merous nevidenis that had beinllen the
priceless heirloon. '

Evelyn wenk almost on a run, and
they were nearly to the barn before
George hadd «aid & word; then be eaught
her in his biw, strong arms afid kissed
determinedly the =moft, flushed face and
childishly quivering lips.

“Next to yow, Kvie, she’s the besy
woran in the world,”” was what he sail.

“Wan't it funny how she kne“ fid
she breathed, rapiuromsly.

“Enew what, Evie?’ he whispered in
teasing, happy voice,

“That I Jove yow," she snswered, bk
so softly. and innocently. Her lover
Bowed hix head humbly sgeinst the
sweet npiurwed face.

“I'ib be good 1o you, Evie” he said
huskily, I sweur it, sweetheart.”

She smiled joyousty, and wnderstnod
not at afl the humility of ithe msn be-
fore her pority aud childisk {rose,

Mrs Bluck had her bonnet onr ready
to start lobg before they eame back,
and, for all the thonught they had given
it, the preeivus Pailey shawl might
still have becn am the eorm-bin, had it
ot lain safefy all the whike on its own
shelf in Mes Brennon’s clothes-eloset.

Side by sile. bpr mother and danghs
ter watched their Gompany drive away,’
watched till the bugay was lost to view,
in the shadows in the distance. 'I'hen
the older womnn turned slowly.

“He’x a fine voung man,” she said,
more to herself than o the girl

With 2 tempestnous, breathless little
ery, Evelyin threw her arms around her
st(pmuthels neck, krsae(? her, chmﬂ
1o her.

“I—T hated you at frst" she cned,
in a sharp, sobling voice,

The wasnun putted the soft cheek, heg

eyes moist and very, very loving.
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