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wn liad been captured. The motor was
s silent thut it wight Aash upon him at
uunuent out of the mist. Any other
machine would have given warning of its
npproach, wud the low throb of the en-
prues woull have been heard iwo miles
uway, Hut this black mwonster moved
like a ghost, and till ita lights tashed
stihlenty wut of the darkoess, no man
conld know bow fear il wus to him.

deriy bad, however, to take his chance,
and e set off along the road to Gore-
huven. Lt was the ouly route open to
him. In all directions Lie wus cut off by
witnling ereeks, full almost to the banks,
for u spring tide was running up from the
seat, und it waws nearly high wuter,

Un erther side of the rosd lay two tall
banks; beyond them were two strips of
nursh land intersected by a thousand
tiny channels and gullies. At low tide
these were el'ely nurrow ravines of mud,
~ole wore than six feet in  depth, and
sowe but shallow little gutters, tapering
off into a point, lusing themselves in
thick musses of purple sea lavender. But
on this night they were [ull to the brim
with water.

dermy decided that the vpen rozd was
tou peridnts for lus pupose, so he climb-
ed u steep bank on the left and descended
w0 Lhe marsh lund on the other side of it.
Arwsle pathway ran at the foot. In some
places it wus overgrown with glusswaort,
row turning to 4 mass of erimson BDEALS,
in others it was a narrow etretch of mud
littered with ecorks, botlles, seraps aof
woud and stieks, reeds, and a thousand
and one picees of debris that had drifted
up the ereck with the tide. The bank was
over X feel higu. and e was weli sereen-
el from observation, but the walking was
diflicult, and le moved slowly on his jour-
ney.  Every mow and then he crawled
cautiously to the top of the bank, and
prering ouver the edge looked up und down
Lhe road.

A faint wind had risen from the south-
west, and the mist was gradually being
stattered before it. In balf an hour’s
tune he could see nearly a mile in every
direction. At the eml of an hour he had
travelled little more than three miles,
but his limbs were still stif from the
Topes that had eut iuto his flesh and mus-
cles, and he wuas beginning to be tired of
bis journey. He lay down on the bank
w0 rest, so that his eyes could scan the
long road beyund. The bank was wet
with n heuvy dew, und so steep that he
stoond almost upright as he [eant against
it.  But it afforded a certain degree of
comfort after his weary tramp on the
slippery and uvergrown puth, He pulled
out the bread and bacon and ate heart-
ily; then he filled & short clay pipe with
Lk shag und smoked till a sense of
prace erept over him, and he saw himself
the owner of £5000. He had no doubt
st the stupid little Susanson wus deud,

Mis bappy meditations were inter-
rupted by a yellow glow in the mist,
where the roud vunished from sight. A
fow seconds later three bright sparks
plittered in the distunce like sturs, aud
every second they inereased in size, till
be could see the black car belind them.
in less than o minute they had fAashed
past him, abd the fan of light receded
fartler and farther till it died away in
the mist beyond.

He sprang to his feet and continued
his jowrney. He lad noted that there
were only twoe people in the car. It was
quite evident that Susanson had heen
eifectually disposed of, for it was hardly
likely that the two men would have re-
turned to the Red HHouse if the little Jew
had made good his cscape. The rewnrd
wias in Jermy's hands, if he could only
et ofl the marshiund into the open coun-
try.

At present, he was bound up among
the ereeks and inlets on either side of
the road, that he could only escape by
hiding. Me knew well enough that before
long the motor would eome tearing back
along the rvond, and that the occupants
would orgamise a systematic search on
either side of it.

He sprang to his feet and continued
i journey. He had nearly three miles
to go before he could take to the fields,
and strike across country to Gorehaven.
He had a few milea start, but this, even
with the time that they would oocupy 1u
discovering his ahsence, was not much
for & man in a ruce with & motor that
could run 100 miles in the hour.

The wind had cleared away the last
remnant of the for, and the full moon
shione clear over the country. The marsh
land was richly veined with silver where
the light fell on the thousand ereeks and
gullies. Tt was a singularly beautiful
right, but Jermy cursed it with s foul
mouth. He wonld have liked a fog so

detse thut & wwn could Bol see bis owa
Ieel. 10 bel INAlUtes Lile ue peepuod
uher Lbe ddge Ul Lue vans, and LTCHTEN RS
LUlee LIYgUL eyes W Lue dislapce, amd g
bigLel ol plick oB by L Wlilie Tuad.
e tsnsleled un Dis Way, beudiug dewl @
LELlE 0 case Liey asunid cdicl sulle
Bulnpst O hitd [Fow Lie pussing cdr,

Vroen at list be Bealrd Loe swisl ol
wmud, Le uy Hat on Lhe Freund Rl
sollg Wil warsh weed,  Lue cur pussed,
und Le Jose Lo lls esl. e knew weld
tuough Lhe tethod v wis pursuers. They
would go Lo Lie end of Lue marsbes
where wie ruud Juined the od Howman
Giuseway, ainl Lien ey would beat back-
wurds en toor, one on gither side ol e
road. 1o ibe braght wooulight 1 would
seutcely be pusaible lor lum Lo escupe
their notice. A pair of mght glasdes
would deteut » woving tigure un Lhat Hat
surface tor miles around. He astoppey
dud hesitured whetuer Lo go forward or
return. It be proceeded on lus way, he
would be bound te weet them. If be
went back, he would perhaps eceape then
for the mowent, bul e was ouly Tunuing
further inte 2 trap, und further frow
safety. 1t he had been armed, he wouald
have stood his groand and fought, but
Jordison bad taken good care that there
should be only obe revolver at the Red
House.

He finally decided to go buck. He erept
ud near to the bauk as he could, and 1
a few minutes crossed it, und kept close
to it on the other side. If his eatimate
of his pursuers were correct, he would
be hidden from their view.

For a quarter of an bour he trudged
bomwwards.  Kvery now and then he
turned back and saw the distant twinkle
of the Bleriot lamps, wotionless at the
fur end of the road. Then, as he locked,
they seewmed larger, and o minute later
le realised that the motor was moving
rupidly towards him. e saw now
what bad happened. He was discovered.

He crawled over the edge of the bank
again and leant against it, sweating at
every pore. Unce, twice, three times he
sdw u figure stand on the edge of the
bank, und each time nenrcer to i, They
were recomnoitering as they proceeded
ulong the roud. ‘vhen the ligures bad
disappeared for the third time he turned
swiftly aside towards the creek, and
looked sharply roand for some place of
concealment. The water was fiush to the
edge, and the banks utforded no shelter,
lke was unuble to swim, and dured not
risk the crossing.

Then a few yards away he gaw that
coe of the lttle gulleys narrowed up
til it almost disappeared under the tail
weeds on either side. e did not hesi-
tate for a woment, but Aung himself jo-
to it. From its murowness he had es-
timated its depth at abouc twe feel, Lut
te his surprise he sank down and dawn
until his head was under water und he
felt the soft mud banks press into his
shoulders.  With a stupendous effort he
dug iz feet and hands into the wud anl
raised himself up to the surface, splut-
tering and gasping for breath. One of
bis hands had caught something hard,
mul he brought it up with him. As he
held it above the water in the moonligi
he saw ihut it wus a gold wateh aml
chain. He thrust id into his pocket. It
represented un additional item in his
snall exchequer. e found he could just
touch the bottom with his feet, und lis
head was concealed by o bunch of weeds
overhead.  Ag he felt himself sinking
into the mud, he moved up a little to-
wards the road in the hope of finding a
better footing, Ilis feet encuuptered
something firm, but elastie, like a pilluw
stutled with straw. ke put one toe
umniler it and gave it a lift.

And then a horrible thing happencd.
He felt the object rise from the bed of
the gulley, and o few seconds later a
white face rose from the water. He
moved aside the weeds and let the moon
fall on it. It was ghastly, distorted, and
strenming with black mu, A small
erab was hanging to one of the ears, It
was the foce of Susanson.

Jermy forgot all eantion in his terror
and shriecked aloud. And looking up at
that moment he saw two figures on the
bank sguinst the sky. e knew he was
discavered for they had descended nnd
came hurriedly towards him, He strug-
gled out of the gulley and was on his
feet to meet them before they veached
the apot. He was a powerful man, and
hod no intention of dying like a rat in a
sewer. As he ruse from the water the
white face of Susanaon sank slowly baek
into ite muddy resting place.

The two men came to within flve feet
of him, and he saw that Jordison held

@ Jevvlver iu ois bapd, e
slupped.

“wviat are you duing bese, Jerwy
Jurdison dseed s guiet vuie,

Lue Juan dil Dol wnswer, bul braced
€YEE) Wuscle 10 Lid body.  ue Udd 40
ided LRal JUTULLUL WOl Bul ey, aua
1hut 1L wuuld cowe Lo oa plysweal culn
Lk,

“well,” Jurdison repeatid,

“ler bovmin spunk!”  dapp gooned,
TYRT LhouglL yerd gob Lhe Xousd, ent’
and Le Jaupghed bornbly.

Lucy

JUOLdsol rased s revolves, vdl Lapp
lud & Dund on uis arm abpd WUELECY e
tis edr.  Lhe Dexl gecold Lhey wele Up-
00 Lueil Viciiw, abd the puree robcea
uver ovu the spongy grosud. LThe cou-
Lesl Wad sUal'h bulb  uvvisive. Julaeg
UreVe Lis Uskd Lo Lipp s Iace Wikl saea
Iortee tlal LAl ol Lue  LaLber s el
teelh went dewn fes toroal, wod ibo
nexi secoud be hud bitten a piece vuat uk
Jordison’s ear. But be was overpuwes-
ed, und Lapp Degun tu choke Lbe uie vu
of Lim, walle Jordison beld down las
legs und arms. Wilth o siupendous ol-
fort he freed one of his hands, and
thrust it into his pocker.  He had a
conlused idea thut Lhere wis a Weapun
there.

Quick as thought Jordison gripped his
wrist, snd as he insvrted his haud inte
the poeket, the fingers touched the gold
watch. He drew it out, Now Jordisou
knew that Jermy hud no gold walth,
and he gave n guick gluuee of curivsily
at il, befure Hinging 1t aside, In thal
briei momwent he caugibt sight of o name
engraved ou the back of the case, nnd
for the Lune being lbe forgol everything
else. He loosed Jermy, and slipping Lhe
wateh into his pockel, aprung to lis
feet.

“Let the man go; Lipp,” he eried. 1
wani to speak 1o him. 1 cun shuvot him
if he runs”

Lipp lovsd the throat, but stood over
the fellow like a vat walehing n omousce.
Jermy did not move. He was nearly
black in the fave, and strugring Lo gel
his breath.

“Where did you get this waieh?”
usked Jordisew. A fuint hupe iflickeral
in Jermy’s breast. e nowed the leok
on bis master's fuce us he asked the
gquestion.  Here was something that was
required of him, aml he knew that no
answer could be got out of a dead man.
He regained his wits—the wits of a pro-
fessionnl scoundrel.

“I11 tell yer if ye'll take me ‘ome,” he
replied, gasping for breath, “and swear
you won't try this game ngain.”

“li you'll swear you won't peach on
us, and tell me what I want,”  Jordison
replied, “I'll give yow my word of honour
as s genfleman, that we will nol harm
you.”

Jermy swore the oath in picturesgue
linguage, and Jordison gave him Lhe
reqliired assucance.  Then Jordison awl
Lipp grasped the man by the arms aml
lek hian to the motor ear. In a few min-
utes they were in the Red House,

Then over a snbstantial supper
Jermy told his comrades how he had
fumd the ¢old watch, but be said neth-
g of the body in the mud. Jordison’s
face fell, and there was ao ugly look
on it, but he remembered his promise.
He felt tlhat he bad becn tricked. for
the mews was quite vaTueless.

Yei that night in his bedroom he
turned the walch over and over in his
hand, locking at it as though he ex-
pected it to speak to him. Bug it only

spoke the five words engraved on the
Lack of it

“Arthur Sterious, from hia mothey’

CHAPTER XV.
LUOVES BITTE

8.

Arthur UHolmea wasx dining at e
therstone Hall the night that your
Laord Uverclitfe was killed.  This jav
ullimpuriant in itself, formed & clus
bond Letween him wad the grief stricken
hunity. 1t was he who carried the deal
buoy fremm the gurden to the smoking
roesm. He saw Lady Agnes turn white
as death, stagger, and fall in a leap
to the ground. He heard the shrieks
of the distracted mother erying vut for
vengeunee on the murderers of her only
sou. He aceompanicd lord Mealher
stome in the midnight hunt, and through
all the vain hue and cry of that wild
night, he und Lord Harry Quy suppurt-
ed the vld man in his nour of sorrow.

To be with prople in an hour like
1 counts fur many days of ordlinary
intercourse, and s0 it came to pass that
Arthur llolmes beeame very intimate
with the Heaiherstone folk, aod found
his way into the heart of at least onc
person in the family.

Before n, month had elapsed from the
death of Overeliffe, Arthur Holmwe
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