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Poor Wilkon Barreit, writea “M AP
Bad no jdra of the pravity of biy
malady, and, thinking that the oper
tion wax for pastric nl looked for-
ward with no feelinps of misgivinge what-
starting his Lowdon season at
v an Neptener 1. To the
ny aml phyvsicians e turacd and
pait, a few minndes befure the clhlaro-
L was ta have opeacd mysclf
It of Septemlwr, and here are
Fou fellows gaing (o openr me an the
20th of July!™ " Never . mnswer-
#d one of Lhem, “we'll NOU U s
alright1”  The actar  swmiled,  never
instant what prim
capalde of giving to
e vou up” The opera-
wits for indestinal obstive-
serious character, was in
kably sucesssiul one, and
DUF, #N ANErieil surgeun, w
is suidl to be ouly 28 years of age, wun
eymplimeated by the tnwe great physi-
cianr present, as weil as by {he Duke
of Porthunl (a close peesimad friend of
ihe actorv), upen skill in earvying
fut what they (Sir Vietor Horsley and
Fir Thomas Barlow) declared to be the
bigrgroat operation of the kimd ever per-
formed on the human aly,  But hesert
failare, througl Falty dog 1, Was
wailimg to turn inte melancholy o
nest s brilliant man and & brill
Gperalion, amd within haif ae lonr
the calewlated time of the crisis. about
M hours after the beginning of the sur-
keon's work, Barrell  sunk pracefully
ancd painle-<ly to rest.

dreaming for an

A tevidedly acid story, wideh may or
Wy wol I trie, s told of Mr Holl
Caine jn “Harper's Weekly,” on the nu-
tharity of ey, 2 mewber of M
Beerbuhim e’s company.  When the
King aml Queen rvecently visitet the
Ishe of Mun, Mr [l Caine was asked
to slrive with then, in owder to poink
Bul the objerts of interest. He ap-
peared to think that the only people
of (he islaul were the characters in
hix novels, nnl regaled theiv Majesiies
®ith something like this:—"There is
the exact spot at which (Hlory Qnayle is
Hrst dntvoduced to the veadee!™ Apain,
“Nonald MacRheaf passed throwgh hkatl
gatewny as he enconntered the trusty
Faseal Jromn ouwzlas”  Aad at aucther
place, “lHere the blacksmith shad the
landiorda"  horse iy The Aunxman ?
Phas the cicerone eontined. for Lwn
marial hors, Theiv Mujesties were
dreadfully bored.  King Filward ask-
b o De ddviven back 1o lown, and ai-
Bacloned  sighid-see When {Caine
stepped  from the ge he dropped
npon one knee,  CRise, Mt Ciine,™
commund-d 1 Majesty, aceording to
e sy, The author ol on his feeg,
siach chagrined. He Tad confidendly,
experied, QUi saidat Donglastown, to

hear wor that wenld ereate him a
knighl— Sie 1adyre Kuight-
Womaels I been Therally doled vut, aml

aire rauldn’é underatand why ke Tail-
ed Lo gel one,

Eome {iine Lefare 1he ashes and Java
Bf Vesuvius in 79 AL cuy up Her-
culicnenm nid Pompeii, 2 monicipal elee-
v owns lweled the Iatter eity. Mr
are the
gement of 1he

tis election, wbone
whirh nothing wauld bhave heen kiown
But Tor the ic fee prupliml. which from
T to 1755 buried the munivipion and
iin electors wlike inoa leva ombe M
Offord showed Uit wmany of the in-
wueviptives neas ered on the walla of 1he
cily velate Lo eleclions and laims of
candiclates, wnwel in the sanie way as
do tlie plicavds pested in o
toeluy,  Mune were  rdely 1
istie embetlish-
awml une. at least, conlained a
wrilten by some minor
in red Like our ean-

olhers sel forth with arl
ment,

Pomper
spparkers, who reqy 1edd v
o Al il woodl-

L5
cwifers, dishers, perfume yers, bare
bers, aned the like, had their men dedpe-
ol 1o prorode we pretect their i

e Werse
wlho were looked afier
hy wsuch soviciies as the Ball-players,
1 eeprrs, Deep i nnel Lat-
tle Thivves 1o sdopl 1 free translation
of rmne of theiv titles, At Pomg
civie contest  the  Long Slecpers a
Decp Drinkers appear most upprop
ately 1o have vun & candidute in com-
mon—tlus main plank in their pHatfurm
being the suppression of stveel noixe=
Even Pompeii had its religious difticuliy,
As o visitor to those wamdrous un-
buried yuink knows, it wns {he home
of & cosmopolitan, and, for Its age, cul-

Toun, i Lo

tured and foleranf people, Bnd to {hiw
day stund altars erected o Egyptian
gorda gide hy gide with those of the es-
talished wor-hip of Venur, Naturally
there arose poeme  differences between
them. It is suggemied that further ex-
cavations Ay prove that at the 79 elec-
tinn there were Tsin passive reristers,
Thns near eatie imperial Rome to rep-
resentative Government.

Ta the encounter of wits the Awcrl-
eall has penerally the besg of it, but
not wlways, A Melbourne man who re-
eently returned from n tour of the
world tells huw Dhis frain was delayed
fur some lours at a Western town, ani
lie toak advantage of the opportunity
to walk rvound  the plave.  The day
was hot, und e was ativacted hy a soda
water fountain in a chemist's shup, sa
went in for a drink.  “Make we up
whalever yon  think hest,” he * =maild;
“I'm oa ~tranger passing though, and 1
abor’t sederstand  your American
arinks’  As ke tnrned to look out of
the dvor he saw refected in the mr-
ror gpposiie ap emphatic wink from tha
clhiemist to his assistant, ant guessed
that e, us a cusual customer, was to
Tie the muhject of a juke. e watch-
ed the piaterial uset for the drink, and
knew eunough of pharmacy to realice
ihat mothing objeciionable was being
uwd, Ife was wlit in his  surmise,
thowgh, for the draught was bitter, bub
he striggled through it without com-
ment, 1N take u couple of dozen of

Hadu poweders,” was  his next order,

The chemist had never heard of this
wondetful specitie Ior lesdache, Dt the
truveller menlioned balf o dozen @x-
pensive drugs, the propertions to be
used, and was infonned that four dox-
en wonld be resdy for him §f lie called
again in an hour. Then the Australian
yeturned to the statlon, and caught the
express for San Fruncisco. The chem-
i<t has probally worked off ihe Iadu
powders on some dther casual cusiom-
ers, hub qrot perhaps before the peca-
liarily in the namne struck him.
—_—

“It i+ A great mistake, in my npinign,"’.
remarked w young married wonman, Em_
husbands and wives to call each other
fiv any lerm of endearment. Tt pener-
nlly l‘u‘gius in the first part of iheir

nurried life.  They feel it is J'aﬂl'(‘]' nien
ia r Denr and My love ete. in pub-
Ti emphasises their semse of pos-

sossion.  Later on habit makes them
continue the epithels, but they become
meaningless; ey might just as \\'rll e
*Alal ar “RBilly,” as far as seniiment
goes, minl the simple O tiun  name
sennels, to my way of thinking, in bef-
ter forn. When specinl names have
heent adopted, 85 8 sometimes the case,
1ley are obuoxious in ihe beginning,
and lnfer on Lecome ab=urd. 1 know a
man wha began by calling  his wife
by They lave been marvied Bow
for several years, and he keeps it up
1lirangh foree of habit. but it docs sowmd
viiculous, 1 was  playing bridge 1he
ather day with a quondam pair of turtle
doves. who have become quite peckish
with & decade of matrried Jife behind
ithem, and it was funuy to hear the old
mames used wilh  nwrital sharpness.
y o owers playing together, and wers
which wade them guite cross,
‘You shonid never liave taken that trick,
Honey,” he said, sloeply, A baby could
have played that land betier, ‘Ducky.
shie velaliated. Awd so an,  Neither of
them <eemed aware of the jncangruity
af the thets ‘Honey’ awnd “Dneky”
with their irate yoices and expressjon.”

Oue of the mnsl famows of London
Wine buyers hns been making some dise
closures in vegavd ftu the tricks prices
Tined by certain hotelkeepers who plima
der theiv visitors. AL appears  thak
claret i= nol the auly wine that is hot-
tled np from ohe cask idosgll to v
Hors nnd many ditferent pames at
severad prices ramging from 2/ to 8/, ox
even 107 w botile,

“In my opigion,” said the buyer, “1he
Tuain reason for the falling-off in ihs
consaption of wine is that ihey have
uol ju very nany enses been getling
proper vaine for thefr woney,

“PPractices which oceur at snme of tha
hatels which o 2 ‘ehanee’ lrade—a
trade  fore acssional  visitors - npad
wwarms of holiday wakers an agoinst
e frade cansiating of regnlar castamers,
are simply  Fradulent,  The landlork
buys, say, five hogsheads of claret as
'LG per bogshead, ar at about ihe ratn
of 0/ wld per dozen. Thin e Totlles,
nnd from the sume cask pets his Aedoe,
his st Katephe, hin 21, dulien, his Mar-
gaux, sunl the vest, clarging frowm 2/
Lu 8/ per Lotile.

“Then he gels his aum of hock for
£12 or £15, and in the same way pro-
duees his  Niersteiner, llockhelmer,
Liekfranmilch, ete. -

“Burgundy e will buy at £10 per
Thogsherd, and bottle it into Beaujolais,
Beaune, Volnay, and Pommard at priers
from /4 to 10/ per bottle. People who
get such wine afier paying a good priee
naturully take whisky and suda next
tine,

“In champagnes it i3 tbe grower hima
#elf who nets the huge profics, and most
of the shippers have during  the past
twenly years become preat merchant
princes and millienatres. 1 will under-
take to say that the finest chunpague
mude does not cost more than 2/ per
bottle, and that none of the MG wines
cort the grower more than 20 per dozen.

“0f course, he has y to pay 10 per
eent. commission Lo English agent
(there is ane such ngeney worth £ 150K
per annumb, and alse his advertising

expeases; but you see how large a mar-
gin le leaves himself for proéit.  Of
courze, in champagnes, as in other

wines, there are shaidy practices by the
vhaxcrupulous.

“There are ¢hanvpagrnes withont names
which can Te bougit at 16/ per dazen,
or, sav, 24/ per dozen, afler paying
duty and charges,  Such wines are imi-
ported  Iabelled with &  hotelkeepers
ported labelled with m hotelkeeper™s vwn
or 12/ a betile.”

P

An ostrich in harmess i not a no-
veley, but a tretting osirich, known as
Hinck Dimncwel, and valued at £ 1000,
has heen establisking  new records in
America of late. Harnessed tn a track
wagron, and driven by its owper, W, W,
Ford, formmerly of Delnware, bat now
of Florida, this bird is doing a mile at
2,40, wid even bLetier,

A trotting horse was enlevel against
the ostrich, hut when time for the vaee
arrived the horse did not appear. The
o=trich, however, toek Mr Ford rouml
the track at n 240 puce,

The first hent was unsatisfactory, es
ihe Dridle Mroke twive, amwd it was ne-
cessary for Mr Ford to olimb out over
the shafts umil grusp his slead by the
neck after & leap in the air to slop him.
When once the ostrich is held {firmly by
the throat, like a serpent, it is powerlesa
1o reaist. .

Quly a commund §s required fo start
the osirich, With ils head poised nine
feet four inches in the air. tue bird
raises its great, sinewy feel quicker
than tle rye can follow ihem, and trois
aeross the park and back axain, then
across again and again, with mneh of
fhe grace and  repularity of a young
trotter on Lthe tnrh

For a race the estrich is haynessed {o
the track  wagpon o much the eame
manner a2 8 horse.  'The reins, which dr
¥ord holds fairly tight, extend from his
hamls o ever the bhivd’s rich phimage
1o an  espocially  construeled  saddle,
whicrh #s really u breast strap.

There they ran  through twe rings;
and take an upward cowrse four feet
inle the air. where the sivady, alnest
maodionlens head held af & Jofiy perch,
FThe reins are nitarhed Lo a bridle with
martingales wnl threat lateh, but there
is no bit.

The truining of the bird was begna
Wwhen e wax very young: in facl, as
roun 14 he had Leen taken away from
the rest of his covey. Hince 1hen he has

heen used af regular tntervals, but nod
tos often or too long st a time, :

Ho has developed remarkably wpeed,
Mr Ford baviug several times diiven him
at 1.2 for the half-mile, P

“The theatre of the future,” said AMr.
Cecil Raleigh to an “Express™ reprosens
tutive recently, “will probably e & cines
Mmatngraph on Nalisbury Plain,”

The reeent mew idean in theatre con-
Flruetion have aroused some eurinsity as
to probable witimate developments, mnd
Mr. Cecil Raleigh, who in theatrieal poli-
tics may be said to be the leader of 1he
Radivals, was an obyious person to cop-
sult, . . -

A theatve! maid Mr. Raleigh, “Luilt
from the point of view of theatrieaf art—
by the way, such a house woull almest
certeinly De a failure finaneially—should
have no seals higher than half ihe height
of the proscevium opening,

*Fhere shuuhl, therefore, he enly one
laleany, i, heller still, the scain should
rise inn the shape of an amphitheatre, and
they shoulil begin very mneh further from
the stagre than i3 Ue wsual eusiom now.

“Theaire deeorativns  are albmosl al-
ways toe garish nnd 1oo prononnced. The
auditoriom should be painted in some
seniral eoloue, mage-preen for preference,
while the sides of the proseenium should
be black.

"You weuld in this way gel o frame
which wonld throw up your siage picture,
wnid Tavgely increase ils effect,

“H the colouring of ihe auditorinm
were gepl ay nnpronosneed as possible it
would wol require the present glure  of
limeliglt 1o give the slage the necessary
contrasting brilliance,”

Nian Noblan Regon
L gracian Regon
Dio Bavu.
¥~lu E venkinta;
Felien glorinda .
Longre 1i Regath, o
14 Jin savu? - -

This i (he first verse of “Cod Save the
King,” transtated inlv Fsperanto; and ik
was by singing 1his that the dieviples of
the new international Innguage conclnded-
their Jate conference at Dover.

There ave many persons who smile at
Esperanto, and probably ithe meniry at
Bover Casile who declined to admit the
Jewperantiais on ihe seore that they wevre
foreigners is amoag the mmmber. The
facl remanrs, however, that the new lan-
ghage is spreading by leaps and bounida.

Mo grenily, imdeed, has it progressed of
late. i1lat there i3 a reasonable prospect
of its becoming the “congress language™
of the world, and the Salvalion Arnny is
considering ifs pomsibilities as an aid to
its international propagamla.

Haon there will be no excuse for not
knowing Esperanio, for 20,000 peany Ha-
peranto grammara were recenlly pint um
snle i London, and more are to follow,

At the Dover Congrens there was pres-
el a Boleminn who could speak nothing
Lut Czech and Esperante. He found him-
self able 1o chat freely with Englishinen,
Germuns and Frenchmen by means of the
new tongue.

Anvlher ndvaulage of the new language
is thai wnneetion wilh an Espersnto so-
riely enables B man of any nationality to
find [riends in any couniry. Every week
international Esperanio tea partics ars
held in London.
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