
But. TUinga Wing thus, in the lobby
Mr LatM»u<here Jan across a y«»ithfnl
Conservative.

“What's going on?’’ asked the new

Monser.
“Only a count. Hl pair with you it

you like,” airily responded “l.abby.”
The noviee accepted, and, the small

■lumber of members present being thus

reduced by two, the House was duly
eounted out. It was only when he came

to reflect that you cannot pair for a

count that the young Conservative rea-

lised how very neatly be had been dona
by the artful Laboueliere.

The most audacious hoax ever perpe-
trated on the House was the invention
of a couple of irresponsible journalists.
A more than usually important bye-elee-
ition was pending, and it was known

that the result would be a elose thing,
though, as is usual in such’cases, both
sides were (confident of victory. Mr

Halfour, then Clrief Secretary for Ire-

land, was speaking when a telegram was

handed to the chief Liberal Whip.
“We’ve won!” he cried, waving the

pink slip over his head, while his party
roared their exultation again and again.
Suddenly through tire doors darted Sir

Kilis Ashinend-Bartlett, his glasses
gleaming with excitement. He, too,
flourished a telegram; he, too, beamed

triumph all around; and from the Con-

servative hosts there rose another and
ft louder shout.

The lately rejoicing Opposition looked
puzzled and anxious, for their own can-

didate had in reality been defeated. The

reckless jesters aforesaid had arranged
far a confederate to despatch a bogus
result to be wired to the Chief Whip
Xrf the beaten party so soon as tire count-
ing of the votes had advanced far enough
to give the result. The official telegram
giving the real result did not arrive, as

we have seen, till after the anxious

liberals had been imposed upon.
Only once have strangers been dis-

covered on the sacred door of the Cham-

ber itself. The hair of hon. gentlemen
stood on end one afternoon when some-

one pointed out two very respectable-
looking members of the public calmly
listening to the debate from one of the

benches below the gangway.
They turned out to be two country

people up for a holiday in London, who
had planned to watch a debate from
ithe Strangers’ Gallery. While they
Were waiting in the lobby for their mem-

ber to obtain passes for the gallery, soma

joker among the loungers there had
directed them to “go straight on” intc
the Chamber itself. In their rural sim-

plicity this they did, but to this day
it remains a mystery how they managed
•to evade the vigilance of the door-

keepers.
We have seen how even the wary

Whip may fall a victim to the wiles of

the practical joker; but when that as-

tute and resourceful person takes a hand
in the game his efforts are generally
successful. A clevei* strategem of the
chief Opposition Whip led to the defeat

of„the liisraeti Administration.
A big division was expected, and the

Government Whips had organised a spe-
cial service of messengers for the pur-
pose of summoning their wandering
flock from dinner, club, party, or thea-

tre, according as their tastes or social

engagements led them, so that every
Available vote might be recorded. At

that time the nimble-bicycle was not in

general use, and the. messengers were

generally sent iu cabs.

When the hour of the division drew
inigh, not a solitary cab was seen in
Hie neighbourhood. Hie Opposition
Whips had chartered them all, and got
them safely out of the way, so that
Palace Yard was bereft of every single
vehicle.

TURF GOSSIP

TURF FIXTURES.

Aug. 18. 18. and 20—C.J.C. Grand National

September I.—Amberley Steeplechase Club
September 7, B.—Marton Jockey Club Hack

September 17, 21, 24.—Avondale Jockey
Club.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

•‘H.W.’’ (Kuraeu).—Archer won in 1861 anti
1862. These were the first and second
years for the Melbourne Cup.

.Vanguard, Auckland.—Ton wlrt. lluku car-

ried 12st, and won by a head, in therace

you refer to.

TURF NOTES.

Welleast is now an inmate of F. McMane*
inin s stable.

Geologist was again schooled at Ellerslie
on Saturday, jumping well.

There are upwards of 106 horses in work
at Ellerslie and districts adjacent.

J. Chaafe. Jr., has handled a two yeag
old cult by St. l‘aul—Electra.

Hinekoa is the only Auckland-trained rep-
resentative In the Winter Cup.

The Slave, by The Workman—Fiesole,
has foaled a filly to Mensehikoff.

The three year old colt by Lochness —•
Delilah has had the name of Sir Hector
bestowed upon him.

Haydn is to be indulged in a spell after
the conculsion of the C.J.C. National Meet-
ing.

Mr B. Armitage, the well-known horse-
owner, went South to attend the

National Meeting.
Mr W. Davies, part owner of Haydn,

left for the South to attend the
C.J.C. National Meeting.

Auckland has five representatives in the
C.J.C. National Steeplechase and six in the
Hurdle Race.

Mi’ J. O. Evett has been re-elected

handicapper, and Mr E. H. liauken starter
to the Avondale Jockey Club.

Bedfellow, the half-brother to Mutiny, in
J. Rae’s charge, is coming on splendidly,
and ought 1to be handy during the season.*

Romeo, who is now in P. Jones’* charge,
is reported to be doing a solid cup prepara-
tion, and is both looking and going well.

Here’s a Wild Western racing maxim:
Keep within earshot the paddock and
within gunshot of the betting ring.

Woodville Jockey Club has a credit bal-
ance of £594 at the end of the most suc-
cessful year since its inception.

Ameroile, by Phoebus Apollo—Lady Ger-
trude, is now being trained by J. Stilton
at Avondale. Htllton has also Elspeth iu
.work.

The most notable defection from the
National Hurdle Race is Kremlin, whose
withdrawal will b$ a nasty knock to a num-
ber of backers.

Koss Heaton is working his team along
the roads, and has not had them on the

tlacks for some time. They are all look-
ing well.

Star has had his name changed to Saturn,
for some reason, due no doubt to a discovery
that there is a brood marc with a prior
right to the name.

There is every likelihood of Loch Erne
coining to Auckland to be prepared for
future engagements, and will hi all pro-
bability go into C. Weal's stable.

Rambler, in J. Rae’s stable, is doing a

•good preparation at Ellerslie, and. I think,
will turn out useful. For a big fellow he

handles himself remarkably well.

Mr M. Taylor sold his pacer Bliss Ir-

vington to a Sydney owner during bis
recent visit, from which he returned on
Monday last.

Mr IL T. Gorrie annually takes a trip
South to Christchurch, and last week left
for Canterbuiy to l>e present at the New
Zebla >id Grand National.

Howitt, the jockey, was at one time
owner, or part owner, of the pacer Rib-
bouwood, but sold his interest over a year

ago.

The annual meeting of the Otahuhu
Trotting Club is fixed for Thursday,
August 25th, at 8 p.m. Nominations for the
committee go lu a week earlier.

The Cambria Park Stud Company have
eight colls and eight lillies to go up for
sale at the annual sale of yearlings about
<*hrlstniaa time. Cyrenian is responsible
for six colts and five fillies, Eton for a colt

and a filly. The Officer for two fillies, and

Sou It for n colt. The majority of them
are well grown, and the whole lot are lu
perfect health.

Eijen. by Cyrenian —Parera, won her sec-
ond race since going to Australia at the
end of last month. beating a big field at
the Maribyrnong Meeting. Eljen Is a smart
little filly.

The Committee of the Canterbury Jockey
Club had a number of jockeys before them

last week, and administered cautions re-

garding their conduct before granting them
their licenses.

Hamilton trainers are anxious to see the
Smith Auckland Raving Club's tracks im-

proved, and hope that arrangements may
be come to between the club and the A.
and I*. ‘Association In the matter.

Stewart Waddoll, private trainer to the
I-fon. J. I), Ormond, had a narrow escape
of being washed overboard while attending
to his charges (hiring the recent rough trip
of the Zeaiandia between Napier and Wel-
lington.

The Auckland Racing Club have again
removed all disqualifications from horses
which have competed at unregistered
meetings during the season, but this, it
is understood, is to bo for the last time—-
absolutely.

The Programme Committee of the Auck-
land Racing Club met on Thursday after-

noon, when the programme for the season
1904-05 was drawn up, and it will be

submitted to the General Committee at an

early date to be finally passed.

Nominations for the Avondale Cup, Han-
dicap Steeplechase, I Hump ton Handicap,
and the Flylug Stakcse Handicap, to be
decided at the spring meeting of the Avon-
dale Jockey Club, close next Friday, the
19i.1i inst. at 9 p.m.

The Wellington Racing Club has decided
to purchase the land at Trentham which
has been under offer, and will proceed at
once to form a new racecourse, and to

erect the necessary building* ft is esti-
mated that the cost will be about £25,000.

The annual meeting of Tattersail’s Club
was held last Friday. The institution Is in a
sound financial condition, the duh having
some £l7OO 1o credit, and a strong mem-

bership list. The following members were
elected as committeemen:—Messrs R.

Duder. W. Davis. 11. Niccol. M. Moore, Ik
Wynyard, C. McKinney, and H. Iluyr.

Should Haydn win the New Zealand
Grand National the cost of a new organ for
a little church near Ellerslie has been
promised. If any horse is to have hick
through carrying fervent wishes for his
success, it is the sun of Sou’-wester and
Myra.

The following names have been claimed
for the now two-year-olds in the various
stables at Ellerslie;—Colt by Phoebus
Apollo—Miss Gladys, Apologue; colt by
Cyrenian—Kilmoroy, Kilderkin ; colt, by
Cyrenian—Epiiic, Hero; filly by Seaton
Delava1—Lissadurn, Leuersomo; * fitly by
Cyrenian—Torment, Syren; filly by Sou It

Lady Annie, Annette.

There are no foaling? Io report, yet
from either the Cambria Park or Glenora
Park studs, but Miss Gladys, dam of

Gladsome, who was purchased at the dis-
persal sale of the Sylvia Park Stud, at

midsummer time, has foaled a dead foal

io San Francisco, which is most unfortu-
nate, as her colt by the same sire is a
particularly line one.

There was a good deal of surprise ex-

pressed when the first acceptances came

through for the New Zealand Cup at the
absence from the list of the name of Melo-
deon, one of the favourites for that event,
and telegrams were sent South asking for

information. It wfts then learned that Mr
Watts’ representative was an acceptor, but

his name had been left out by mistake.

During a case In the Supreme Court re-

cently in the South, some discussion arose
ns to the pronunciation of the name

Rosea!—that of the well known racehorse.
The question was settled by Mr Justice
Denniston, who remarked: “Pin not a rac-

ing man, but from the way the name is

spelt I sliould say the proper pronunciation
is ‘Rose-all’.” Counsel observed His Hon-

or’s ruling. RoseaI Is by Handsome Jack
from Rosalind.

Though Wairiki Is reported Io have been
backed for the Melbourne Cup for £lO,-
000, Mr Bradley has not supported the

fine son of Soult himself. Mr Bradley does

not mhid his friends backing his liofse

right. In front of him. as some owners

would do. Wairiki has only to show a

gallop or two such as he did before the

last. Auckland Cup, and he will be at a

longer price than he is now.

The accident met with by Ice at Che re-
cent Wellington meeting was said to be
due to that mare Ix 4 ng crowded on to the

rails, but prior to the meeting I was in-

formed that one of her stifles was causing

her to go lame. and this may hare had

something to do with the mishap.

The defection of Klatere from the New
Zealand Grand National Steeplechase came

as a surprise to a few people In Auckland

who had supported the son of Castor In

doubles. but generally it was considered

that Auckland wbuld have better repre-
sentatives in the race. It appears that

Kifttere is suffering from influenea.

It is more than likely that Mr K. Bradley
will send Wairiki to Australia during Ihr

first week in September. J. McHugh
who has looked after the big sou of Soult
and Rose and White from the start ut that
horse’s career, will go in charge. The
other members of Mr Bradley ? team wilt

be left in good hands during McHugh’s
absence.

An acceptance of 118 for the CnulfirM
Cup, to be run two months hence, does
not indicate any degjfoe tn raving in lhr
no-tot allsator country. Thirty-one of the

acceptors are set to carry from «.I3 down
to 6.8, half the field between 8.0 and 7.0,
twenty-three between 8.13 and 8.0. and air

between 9.8 and 9.1. A more useful all-

round 10l were probab’.y never engaged in

the race before.

St. Paul has been again leased to Mr
Glen, of the Waimate Plains, near Ilawera.
The fact that the sou of St. Leger goes
bark to the same district as he served two
seasons Is an indication that his services
have been appreciates, for there are al-
ready in that dialrict several horses by Kt.
Tx*ger, Inrludlng his full-brother. St. Clem
ours. Sylvia Park, ami Sr »’yr. ami the
two lastnamed have been ■hiring win-
ners.

From n Sydney cablegram learn that
Mr Stead's horse. Grand Rapids, has hee.«
made the medium of some solid support for
the Epsom Ilajidirap. which is run on the

opening day of the A.J.C. Spring Meeting
next month. Grand Rapids, who is weight-
ed at Ssl 11b, will have to Improve a lot on

any public form he has yet. shown to have
« Chance. In the event*, of his winning he
will lueur a penalty of 71b for the NewZealand Cup.

By permission of the Canterbury Jockey
Club, the N.Z. Metropolitan Trotting Club
will hold their spring meetlug at Iticcar-
ton. The recent rain and snow had made
the new trotting track at Addington abso-
lutely unfit for trotting, and the committee
had no alternative, hut to look for another
course. On the difficulties of the position
being represented to the C.J.C. governing
body, they, with commendable generosity,
immediately granted the use of the course
and appointments to the Trotting Club,

Tolstoi is being driven In harness, ft
position no one ever dreamed lie would
occupy when he defeated Screw Gun. his
stable companion, in the C.J.C. Welcome
Stakes, it. is a thousand pities this com-
manding son of Stepnlak became affected
in the wind, for lie was not only very
brilliant, but could Jump like a stag, anil
would have made a fine hurdler and cross-

country horse. It would be hard to find a

fiiu r looking light harness horse any-
where.

Lind, who met wiili an accident vhen
riding Comfort in schooling woi k at. lllc-
carton is certainly one of the most un-
fortunate riders we have bad for
many years In this colony, and he must
be a good plucked tin to face the music ns
he does. During the past twelve months

he must have had quite half a score of

falls. His last fall resulted in a broken
collarbone, and it is not such a long time
since he had both broken at one time. Al
Wanganui. Auckland, Hawke’s Bay, and

Wellington meetings this horseman had
falls.

A splendid race between two thorough-
bred horses was witnessed at Ngaire
(Taranaki), says an exchange, a few dftyx
ago. They were in one of the local
smithies, when one became restive, broke

loose, and plunged against the other one,
tied by the bridle, which caused it to break

loose also. They left the shop with a
hound, and took (he Finnely load for a
course. When seen two miles up the road

they were neck and neck. They went

about four miles before being stopped
They wer ehrought back none the worse

for iheir spin.

Referring Io past seasons’ racing, the

“Sydney Mall” says: With the dawn of

prosperity after the long and dlsastroiM
drought, which, in common with the pas-
toral and agricultural interests, adveraelv
affected turf affairs, raving In this State
has made distinct progress during the sea
son which came to a close last week, and
th? outlook for the current year Is decided-
ly promising. The policy of steady ad-
vancement which is characteristic of the

governing body in New South Wales Is bear-

ing good fruit, and (he liberal prizes pro-
vided for the two great reunions of (he

season are gradually attracting the best

equine talent from the other Stat-os of the
Commonwealth

as well as from New Zea-

land. The encouragement given to weight-
for-nge racing, eftpectfttly, has made Rami
wick very attractive during the spring and
autumn reunions of the Australian Jockey
Club, and the attendances at those meet-

ings showed a great advance on previous
fixtures.
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