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AS SEEN THROUGH WOMANS EYES.

The Lovas of Childhood.

Men and women in their sgotism often
imugine thut love belonga to them alone;
thut this experienve is unknewn to a
girl until she is 18 years old and a Loy
until he is 21, But this is far from being
true, for impulse and afleetion ure more
naturel to child life than thought and
reason, Children left to develop by them-
scives will love and play; love und play
the livelong day. It is unly by these ac-
tivitiea that they broaden their ex.
perience; thought bas litile meaning for
them.

Of fur wmore worth are brotliers and
pisters and playmates. Where never was
a child who was nut sure that its baby
sister or brother was the Juveliest child
in the world. Baby haa such cunning
handg und feet and such sott, pweet lips.
This first sweet kiss of endearment is
not always given to the little sistery it
is more often hestowed on some little
playmute. For all that, il is sweet, and
in this kisa is found the first expression
of childhood love, The buby, intuitively
feels the natural balm of alfection, and
the kiss is mnore graciously received thun
by an older girl or boy.

The seed of affection 1hat p.rimnuces
in a baby kiss ia not lost; it buds and
unfolds in the nursery and playground.
\When mothers and nurses grow weary
of amusipng their little ones, the children
turn to their friends and toys for the
love and play they need. Much us little
girle enjoy playing with their dells, they
are happiest when their little boy friends
are allowed to hold their children, a
privilege they grant to fuw. The boys in
turn show their appreciation by allowing
their little sweethearts te ride on their
sleds and rocking horses, which ia a
great privilege in boyland.

There are mot many boys who pass
the age of six without having some little
girl to love. They are not even ashamed
to confesa this feeling te their mothers.
They may not always say they are in
love with a certain Litrie girl. but they
will talk so much abour the large blue
eves and dark brown curls that mothers
intuitively know what this means.

(iirls may be more bnshful about mak-
ing these confessions, but this early echo
of love gives them plensure, They have
many ways of showing it; it may take
a little girl ever so long to put on her
vverclothes when she is going out to
pluy, but if a little boy fricnd is waiting
for her below the things go or more
rapidly.

This assurnnce of protection and love
ehables many a little givl to overcome
fears she ean conquer in nw other way.
All the chilidren are going to coast down
hill or play on the tubeggan slide, but
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there ia one little girl who is afraid of
falling off. Hard as the other children
try tuv convince her she will mot heed
until her tiny beau explaina: “¥ou need
not be afraid, you can sit close to me
and hold on as tight as you like.” These
words of reassurance have their marked
intluence; at once all thought of fear van-
iuhes, and going down the steep hill be-
vomes g delight,

1f it is snowballing instead of eoasting
the story is much the same. In the be-
rinning wany little girls are afraid of
this lively spert; they do not know
how to make the right kind of snow-

balls, and they whisper that when the -

bnye maké the balis they are so hard
they hurt. But all thought of fear is
forgotten ns soon as mome little boy
shows them: the proper way of making
them, and, acting as big brother, aays
that he will snow the life out of any
boy who harms them.

Mueh as play in winter time goes to
awnken childish love, the ceming of
spring is even a greater impetus to this
feeling. It is when the warmth of spring
and refreshing dew of the morning
awaken the trees and bushea that buda
of love burst into fullest bloom. In re
spense to this note of love children are
like sunbeams, and their hearts throb
with lave,

There is no one 8o conseious of the
spring songs in nature as children who
aTe impatient to learn where the birds
are building their nests; to dance over
the meadows and watch the butterfliea
and bees on the flowers. The birds and
butterflies work wonders for childish af-
fection. Most boys when they first visit
sone newly made nest long to carry off
the ezps, and only yield to the protests
of some little girl they love.

Though they do not know it, this ex-
pression of approval stimulates their af-
fections, ©Un the other hand. there is
many a little girl who is almost afraid
to play with a butterfly because she ia
certain that bees sting. But when her
little friend takes the beautiful butter-
fiy out of his net and lets it light on her
hand, and explaing its hidden beauty, she
not eonly learns to love the insect, but
grows fender of him because of this ten-
derness for so tiny a life.

Play and nature are not the ouly two
things that awaken and increase this
love in children; work is the other
great force. It ie in the schoolruom and
in going to and from school that children
are drawn eloser to each other, and their
experience of love broadened and en-
nobled.

In the first years of school children
beconie interested in many children, and
soon learn to love them. This friendship
ripens so rapidly that often boys find
themselves walking home with twe or
nmore girls instead of one, but it is
usuully not hard to tell by their faces
wlich girl is the dearer to them, which
one was his first love, Many girls may
be fond of a certain boy, but they think
that it is guite right and natural that
he should love his own sweetheart most.
He in turn does not care if other boys
admire the little girl that he loves so
long as he is sure that he is dearest in
Ler eyes,
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But what a sore trial it is for young
kirls and boys to find themaelvea disap-
pointed in this first and trueat love; that
the baby kiss, the youthful tenderness,
and constancy were soon to be forgutten
and given to another, It is equally hard
for both when this disappointment
comes. Though they may gradually find
cenmfort and pleasure in the affections of
another, it requires & long time to heal
a wound caused by early disappointment.

But if two young lovers remain true,
how much the richer their beyhood and
girlhood becomes.
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Sign of Seven in the 8ible,

The phencmena of the flgure 7 and
its multiples, occurring in the New
Testament, have been touched upon by,
Tvan Panin, a Russian student of the
Bible, who for a number of years has
made his home at Grafton, Masa, This
significance of the ¥geven™ group
will not be lost even upon the super-
stitious who are outside the pale of
Secriptural points, and, as Mr Panin has
shown them, their relations of their
groupings to the first eleven verses of

the New Testament must suggest that
they were scarcely chanee.

For instance,in these first 11 verses
of Matthew, the vocabulary consista of
49 words, or seven sevens; of these
words there are 28, or four sevens,
which begin with vowels and 21, or
three sevens, which begin with conson-
ants.

“This distribution by sevens between

vowel worde and consonant worda
Jjustly might beve been deemed avcidentnl
but for the fact that of the 49 words
42 of them: are nouns—six sevens—and
seven are not nouns,” is the comment
of the writer., “Of the 42 nouns there
are 35 proper mouns, or five sevens,
while seven are commoen nouns. Of the
35 proper names four sevens are male
ancestors of Jesus and seven are not
such. Not only then is the distribution
of the 49 words of the vocabulary by
sevens as between vowel words and
conscnant words, but also as between
the parts of spesch.”

As a further and absolute proof that
these phenomena of the sevens are not
accidental, Mr Panin points out that the
40 words of the vpeabulary show 14
words that are used but once, while 35
of them, or flve sevens, are used mote
than once. His conclusions after an
exhaustive arrangement of the “seven”
featurea are that “Not even the choice
of the languages in which the Scrip-
ture were written was made without
marked numerieal design at the thres-
hold of the subject.”
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B Kecps the skin white
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CLEARSEIN S0AP.— Absolutely

the best Sxin Soap for tender or delicate
sking and for the nursery.—By post, 1/
box (3 tablets). —From W. BENTLEY &
CQG., Chemists, Waangarel. -
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£50 in Prizes,

Embroidery
and Knitting

SILKS

EMBROIDERY & KNITTING COMPETITION

The Competition will close on 1oth October.
Full particulars may b obiained from Leading Drapers and Fancy Repositories, o from
VAMES FPEARSALL & Co., 1874 FLINDERS LANE, MELBOURNE, VIOT.

THE LADIES' COLLEGE, REMUERA,

FOR GIRLS OF ALL AGES.

The beautifol and extensive property known as Cleveland House
Half Term commeances March 26th.

This first-claes Private Bchool providemmoderu
trelolng on Christiao  but
Howe-llfe ia comblned with the culture and dlsclplicary

hlgh-class
unsectarian privciples.
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under mwmaterpal smupervislon apd with wselected cowmpmulonshblp.
slxn‘uln 9taf of Hesldent and Vimting I'refessaors and Governesses—Engliah and
orelen. !
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