
forgotten that horses Wear shoes is called
to mind by an Anfierlcgfi |japer, which re-

cently stated that ‘’Bob Fitzsimmons is a

thoroughly capable farrier no one doubts.

He proved his Knowledge of the business

only recently. Newtown Bennington s

great colt Song and Wine appeared to set

down his right foot rather gingerly prior to

going out for an itnpuitant race. It was

thought the racing plate on the foot was

pinching him. Boh Fitzsimmons was called

In, and after examining the plate held that
the colt’s foot was growing, and that a
new plate was necessary. This he put on
the colt immediately afterwards, which

won tho Expectation Stakes at Gravesend,
worth something like s&oUUols.”

A Home paper tells a good story of Mr
Van Hoboken, a little Dutch sportsman,
who rode a good deal in England a year or
two ago, and had a penchant for getting up
in National Hunt flat races. In one of
these contests there were three bloods rid-

Jho against him, and they wanted some
money badly. jso they agreed the finest
plan would be to “go” for the Dutchman’s
mount, and stop their own animals in bis
favour. The Dutchman duly won, and he
came back to the paddock full of glory,
putting and blowing. “Well.” sulci he, on

dismounting, to h friend,
“

1 know French,
1 know my own language, 1 am fairly well

acquainted, as you know, with English.
But what that Mr — meant when he
kept whipping my horse in the race, and
crying to inC ‘Fopon! Popoil! Fopon I’ 1

do not comprehend. What is ‘Fopon?’
’’

The starting price bookmakers could have
translated the word on the following Mon-

“Hay,” says Mr Barkley, “Is unknown
in Turkey, except in the shape of green
grass, which is not oftenused, in its place
the horse gets chopped wheat straw, as al
1 may say I have never seen horses in bet-
ter condition, and in the 13 years I was in
Turkey 1 never knew hut one tlrat was
broken-winded, and that was one of my
own that I had been feeding on hay for a
month. The horses have no bed to lie on
except in grand stables, where the manure
is all collected, dried to powder in the sun,
and then spread under the at night.
This is not done tor the comfort of the
horse, but to make his coat shine, which it
does to perfection. A Turk despises a mare,
and nearly always rides a stallion. The
latter are such inveterate fighters that the
groom never dares to leave the stable, and
always sleeps by the side of his horse.”

The fact that Aka Aka was little backed
In Auckland for the Wellington Steeple-
chase, and that his stable companion Cres-
pin ran second in that race, has caused
many people to imagine that the son of

Kegel was sent out more for a schooling
than with any fixed idea that he wou.d
win. Aka Aka and Crespin cannonedinto
each other the last time over the water,
and when racing well up near the front
tnd passing the stand just before reach-
Ing that .stage Aka Aka was going fn a
pleasing manner. At the next fence he
Struck, and lost some more ground, but
for which he. would likely have beaten
Crespin, and Papatu would certainly also
have been closer up but for striking the
noncoop, and almost unseating his rider,
Buris, who made a fine recovery. Aka
Afta’s hunting "experience stands to him,
and he jumps country Well for a beginner,
and should have a show in the Grand
National.

Sir Thomas Hughes, who is the terror of
the brewers at Liverpool, was once on a
visit to Ireland, and ho entereda barber’s
shop to be shaved (says the London “Fink
’Un”). The barber was talkative and curi-
ous, after themanner of barbers. Having
ascertained that Sir Thomas came from
Liverpool, ho said:

’’its fine lopping they have there, sir,
and it s many a Natiwial yen’ve seen?”

Sir Thomas said that though he came
from Liverpool he had never once seen the
Cirajie National.

“Not seen the National?” gasped the
barber, as with brush In hand he stepped
back a pace or two and gazed earnestly at
h;m J

“No,” was the reply.

A
CeU V' (' Natlonaf?” again queried

gust
tart,^r *U tol^es of woa <!erment and dis-

Again came the reply: "No.”

l'lv erpo<>l and never seen
tne National? Then I’m If pq
«~Te

hU”' ! ',’ An;‘ ho ,eft Sir Sonias to

face
W Be,f wlth uis °'vu halt-lathered

Zealand in 1877, Sir Mod-
Ter T?-V

t
| rf l,a’’' CPr from Idaliil> » daugh-ter of Dulcibeila, the mare who won the

S’™ 7W,ltCh 80 fav tbat l,pr »“y j»ckey is
said to have puded her up before reachingtile winning post, and haled the fudge with.
It s me, Mr Clark, on Dulcibeila.” Sir

Modred won some of the best races in NewZealand, and when it was decided to fiend
Somnus over, for the Derby subsequently
won by Darebln, in 1881, Sir Modred eamewith him. They were a noble pair to look
upon. Both great, fin* horses, and Sir
Modred esrfflafty was a moSt beautiful
horse. 11 lie had not been a weo bit short
In the neck he would have been as hand-
some as It Is possible to got a liorsc. That
spring was disastrous to Harry Prince and
the rest of the New Zealand partv. who
lost a power cf money when Scuinus, who
was favourite nt the start, could not'"el i

place in the Derby, which Darobin won,
with Santa Claus second, and Commotion
third. Sir Modred did no good that
spring: In fact, his only important win in
Aualralia. the Metropolitan. Wheth-
er tfedi “bah er’’ in tipped above was tne
cause of. his being struck out of other
races,., besides the Hawkesbury Handicap.
I do brt h<> was often scratch-
ed. Rir Modred Was th<* pioneer Aufena-
iiafi sire In America. From the first he

a success. I think he headed the list
of.” ®ne yoajr.; but U he was not first
he was aucosd, and Ids irAporicr, Mr J.

sip c Ausi?rtfu, and procured
Darebln and o'Uicr horses. Node of these
proved the smep; ss Sir , Modred was. He
got ail aurin 01 winners, and anlV ihfn year

■orte of his pots has been fe JC|K-
leud. ;As a tQ]r<:vwra*, Sir Mpffred
retained hits place a jiytirs, but hfiJii-

variably got Ms share of winners, and al-
most at the last Mr Haz&in got good prices
for his yearlings.

The majority of people who go racing
now have forgotten Sir Xfodrrd, one of the
sensational horses of a sensational time.
Among other things. Sir Modred was the
passive instrument that brought about the

final crash in the affairs o? a sporting
banker, of Sydney. wln» was betting very

heavily in th * early eighties. Nat Gould
buNt his “The Banker and th* Broker’
story on the incident. 60 Mudrod was
a certainty fur th- Handicap
in ISBI, and the banker ku ./ il. lie back-
ed him heavily, but the owner of Sir Mod-
red did not low the backer, ami unt Sir
Morin d went. Not long afterwar Is u.e

banker flitted, and the story goes that, dis-

guised as a pvie*?. he was making ms way

through Qu.island, wlin;i he kOigui bis

part so fav as to eat m ut on Frid.y, and

brought down upon Min the su'tpi- ions of

a waitress. After he was serat/h.-d for

I'lawki s:;u. y. Allsop would have no mere

of Sir Mmired. and th.* big lei -w was

standing itfle for a few days while h»s own-

er arranged for his transfer to another
trainer. After running nowhere cu th*

first day of t e A.J.C. Spring M- i ting of

1884, Sir Modred won the ..ictropouian as

he pl used, and on the third day of toe

meeting he beat Ma.ua in toe flrav n

Plate. There was an inquiry into the

first day’s running, but Abs;.p s story of

the horse having been cuimaed Lu bus box

several days was deem, u a g reason

for his failure in the Spring Stakes. Tius

was the meeting at whnn so mui b iil-fe i-

ing was causid over some scratchings

for the Metropolitan.

Some little time bark an English paper

stated that The Grafter was ridden
to hounds by Airs J. G. C.arke. The state-

ment was quoted in ”’i'hc Australasiaa,’’
whereupon Mr Brewer, sen., informed

“Terlinga” that there could ue no truth in

the report about Mrs Claike riding The

Grafter, as the horse bad been dead some

time. The fo.lowing letter f;om Air J. G.

f'laike shows that “his ugliness” is still

in the land of the livin:, butit is nor < or-

rect that he was riddeii to hounds by Mrs

Clarke. The owner of The Graite-. writ-

ing on June 1, says: ”d nave nett ed once

or twice lately paragraphs about The Graf-

ter in ‘The Austrnhisian.’ My brother

used to hack him to the meets of fox-

hounds, and sometimes drive him, but he

has never been actually hunted. The o d

horse broke down in 19! H, and latterly his

sound leg has shown si' us of filliur, so 1
have had him turned out for rood and all,

and he will end his days in peace and

comfort. His fore levs looked so bad ovce

I had intended to destroy him, but gave

him another «haute. H< nov seems quite

sound and happy. My wife has hunted o d

Maiiazena, whom I daresay you remember

won two hurdle races at the Caulfield Cup
meeting in 1898. He is down here now,

turned'’out for good, and seems quite con-

tented, the only difficulty being that when

the hounds come by he insists on jumping
out of the paddock and following them.

I am using as an inkpot now old Dat-
talioh’s hoof, a gamer horse than whom

never lived.” Mr Claike adds that he

hopes to win the big hurd’e race at Auteuil

with Mark Time. He thinks he is the best

hurdle race horse he has ever seen.

Benjamin Smith was at one time a

fashionable jockey. At I on: aster he was

frequently successful, and the fact of hav-

ing ridden half a dozen St. Leger winners

probably had something to do with Iris

pronounced liking of this course. His lust

winning mount in the big event was Jerry.

A number of gentlemen, having backed the

winner, and bearing in mind the abi ity
Smith had shown in getting Jerry home,
started a subscription for the lucky rider,
who (says an English wi iter) was utterly
astonished when he received the purse to

find it contained a £lOOO. Nothing ap-

proaching such a large sum had ever be-
fore been presented to a jockey, and the

affair caused quite a mild sensation. Every-

one, however, acknowledged that the reci-

pient deserved it, for though nearing his

fifty-sixth birthday, it was admitted that
Smith had ridden a real y artistic race.

During his lengthy career Benjamin had

met with many accidents. Almost every
bone in his body had at some time been

fractured; yet after each catastrophe he
turned up smiling, for nothing seemed to

shake his nerve. At York on one occasion
he ‘Touched ifirlucky.” A horse named
Ironsides was thought by bis party to be

good business for a Subscription Stake,
and Smith was engaged to ride. There was

some delay at the post, though a rather

bad tempered brute called Brilliant, who

wound up his antics by kicking Benjamin
with sufficient force to bieak his leg.
Though, of course, enduring intense pain,

the injured rider refused to return to the

paddock, and when the flag fell got away

a.s smartly as his more fortunate com-

panions. Despite the fractured limb,
Smith contrived to win on Ironsides, and
it was not until he reached the enti ince
to the weighing room that the accident
was made known to those concern-
ed. In order that Ironsidefl should get the

race the plucky jockey insisted on being
carried from his horse to the scale, where

he was promptly passed, and without fur-
ther loss of tlnid received the necessary
medical attention.

Kempton Camion, on bolng asked by a

repr sentative of the “Sportsman” to de-

scilhe the rare for the Derby, gaua tho

followinginlprcstMig particulars:—“l v, ant-
ed the horse ou Ms toes. Go went down
tn the ch’itrr like a bird, but at the •> st
got sleepy again, so 1 got the man behind

to give him a cm with his v. hip. 1 hit
him myself, too, and thai wohe him up a.id
made him attetri u» liiC? hu. :u< s. W hen
the gale went up he Jumped Into his bridle,
and w: s going wHI right away up to the
top of the hUI, where I found I w»r w< ii
la I roi>t, 1 < r. ~m| over and 1 / tin

mils. 1 then stor.rtied film a little to give
hint a hrwather tift I got within six fur-
longs from home. Wncn I set ,u!Aj ••jo.tig

and kept 4ii ju jrahix rightFifray down
tre fill! to the® TifftcrfitthVi nu w. He CArte
down the hill round thotfci w6il, but

dipped on the wet grass Just as he got
Into tho straight, which put Mm on the

wrong leg. When i got him balanced again
1 took buhl of him and cl re re hfia home in

earnest. I peeped over my shoulder and

found theothers were nowhere near, tuid 1

knew then 1 had won. 1 puhed the horse

tip hair-way across the paddock. t could
hear the cheering on the course. The buy
who moos’ him came running down tne

course to meet him, and when he got to

him he kissed him. The boy was as white

a.*» a sheet. Then we went through the

crowd, back to rhe weigntng-rouiii. When

we „ot auout haif-way Mr Korhschild met

the noise, and the buy put on the White

leading rehi, and Mr KothflchiM took hold

oi it. Amaut und led him. Thu.u were
roars from the crowd that wc*.<. right
tluutrgh yon; i couldnt possb iy tu s« • ;*»<*
my lutuiugH. Mr KothfeCiiLcl nitrsc have got
drenched, because tice rain was coming
down in torrents when he took hold u£ tho

ntuse. tho ciowd were simply fighting
with tho pcitceiueu to get rear him. Mome

poin t men iniu hold of tho uien by the cout-
ti.l.s, Lut they were all cheering away.
They were crowding in all round, and tfime
was an inspector cm hoisc*naek trying to
keep a pathway. A little boy came rush-

ing along waving his cap in l ae air, cheer-

ing his lungs out, ami got under the* inspec-
tor s horse, and was knot Red down, but

was up like a rabbit, cheering louder thun

ever. They slapped St. Amant, and patted
him all over on the uarqtors ami on his tail,
but fie took it ail in good part, tne only
tiling he objected to being when an open
umbrella got shovedInto his lace.”

Thus " Martindale” in the Sydney “Town
and country”:—Connected us 1 have been
with thu turf for a great number of years,
tuece is one thing 1 always urge—never be
too confident anout a horse winning a race,
lids lavt struck me when looking down
tne columns of an English newspaper—l
think it was the London “Bporteman.” One
01 their writers, in his notes on the Eng-
lish Derby, prior to the rave, said: “I am
confident, tor my part, that John o' Gaunt
and Henry the 1*irst will be first and sec-
ond tor theDerby.” Now, they were beat-
en, and that makes a writer wish he had
not put it so confidently. Many a time have
1 heaid a trainer ana Jockey say that their
horse could not get beaten; yet beaten
they w rere, and oftentimes out of a place.
Years ago, when “Tout Cela” (Dicke r Ham,
Ilton) Was In tho flesh—perhaps old-timers
will reu.ember him better if reminded that,
as a p. Lxestrian, he was known as the Ade-
laide fetag—however, that is by the way- -

he had come over to repiosmH. the Mel-
bourne “Sportsman,” then newly estab-

lished, at liamlwick. When it was hinted
to him—l think it was in 188a—that C’un-

namulla might win the Sydney Cup, tne

old scribe stated that he would “cat him”
if he did. This was a favourite expression
in the* old times, as was also, “I’ll eat myhat.” Many a good hat should have been
hashed up if the over-confident speakers
had been made keep to their word. I have
seen horses do trials that made it appear
as if they had no possible chance of being
beaten. Yet they were—in fact, disgraced.
We have iu this State a number of people
who clamour loudly for disqualification in
cases of inconsistent running. I, for one,
have always been deadagainst such action.
A case cropped up last week at the meet-

ing held by the Kensington Chib. In the
first race on their programme a mare start-
ed named Rose Bay, by Elridspord from
Maroubra. Well backed, she went out sec-
ond favourite at sto 1 To the surprise of
everyone, including her trainer, she ran In

a most indifferent manner. In the last race
of the day—the Kensington Handicap—the
trainer started her and another, Jim Gos-
per, by Beauchamp from Coral 11. The
last-named was sent out firm at 3 to 1,
while Rose I’ay was at any price, 50 to 1,
for tho asking. Early in the race the mare
got to the front, and remained there to the
end, boating her heavily-backed stable com-
panion. after a rattling finish, by a head.
Now, in a trial, I am informed, a few days
prior to this, the gelding bent the mare

easily. Yet we are told that horses should
be disqualified for reversals of form. If
the betting had been reversed, then there
might have been occasion fbr an inquiry,
but not otherwise.

Our bookmakers will no doubt road tho

Tollowing, from the pen of “Vigilant,”
which recently appeared in the Ixmdon
•‘Sportsman,” with a groat amount of in-

terest. Ho says:—! was looking theother

morning nt the life-like and life-size por-
traits of Messis B. Topping, “Joe” Thomp-

sou. *iid “Alee” Hvrrte, which may be

seen hi < lareiu e Hal.oy 3 window at Nrw-

maikrt, and 1 became conscious ot a wfi»li
that all ®n* u ut.tig.isn»ieis> us arc open to
reason tnigui alau act* them, for, if there he

any trutn In uuyshigutmtf, the couuteu-

Hmes or the three gentlemen referred to
would vouvlncfc any at tne inntit obstmaie
that tkci’v is norfimg tmqtdtous, or even
pvudatoiy, akoiit tin* prriiessloii nf a book-
maker. It will. 1 think, be generally ad-
mitt tai that pvofr'.sstons or caHings whh

any marked tenths* y do as a general rnle

impress on tho>;e who practice them some
special charm tvri.Mi a. it ‘s not dirttcuit
to distinguisu a (mrrfeter from a doctor, or
either or idmh train n soli itor or s<h«wil-

mnster. Bimltarb*. if yon walk through the

city yon will not fail to nor we the east of

features which result* Loin the eager pnr-
biirt or riches. Mu. Mew < In ex-
pression, hungry and c:Gy, even cruol-

lookiug; and, (.hoi:; U 1 do ;.ot for an In fant

moan that all < Ity n;vn nip of ibis type, 1
do say you wil n><\ t t num;in ds such any

day in the city. 1..; . yirv. feverishly about

tn the course of t irtr itusinuss. They are
not piensar r to look <»•>, and it bookmakers
were !!!•"• them i should nnt nave taken up
my parnhte on this snl jett. Il is quite cer-

tain, however, taat i < •kiuakers di* not H
their faces (iis -k-su any suggestion of rapa-
city or Inefinntfon t.« eH». Ths worst I bat
could be said <•: Mr Thompson is that he
would tint look out ot r.’a« e as n colonial

legislator. Mr looping is so amiable and

genial of aspect that he would make a sufe
su<-v ss us a.l old style Doni-fave, ami as
for Mr Hrtrriu, 1! we saw him at Smithfield
the only ox (j tlo , should take is that
his face Is too 1 - dly to permit of his being
concerimd In a H itlv which Involves the

killing of animals. 1 doty anyone to detect

tho slightest seinhianCf* of guile, cunning,
or astuteness tn theronntenanceof any of
these gentlemen, and they are fair samples
of their pior - 100. is tt not clear, then,
that bookmaking 1.4 both honourable and

nonest win-., we tiad its tried professors
men in whom not the nmst expert physiog-
nomist could sec aay Indication of wrong-
doing? 1 «ommei <1 this argument hi alt

sincerity to Lcr.l Davey and the Bishop of

Hereford, for it is nnlly a sound one, amt
theonly point foi tfnni to he assured on is
that 1 am right in my promise, that those
three faces at ('lan iep Hatley’s are un-
stamped with any token of evil.

for
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