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The Luost for Operation.

{An address helore the annunl weeting

af b New Wl vauelh of  the
Lbit Ml Association}

(ty Dr. Huatherley, Wangonui.)
Tle nll s-liool of surgeons, who re.

gandal operative treatinent us w lwst
rather than az a first resowrce, seems
to be slawly yet stirely dying ont. A
Later schaol s springing up in our
milst who are extending the seope of
opctative procedure in every  diree-
tinn, s uppear to Le never quite happy
unless they are nuing their one sovereign
rommly for wll the illg that flesh W
Meir f0--the Lnife, The fact that with
a carelul  anilkeptic o aseptic tech-
nigque the bunman Lody w survive a
marvellons rmount of mulilation has
created 8 demnend and A& supply  of
oprrating surgeors who arve ever on the
guti vive oy sumething to find which

will in lheir opinion  mecessitate nn
operniion. They meem to be ruided by
the priuciple that n d1l|wnnt search

muy oflen disclnea some sl-lmrht ledion
which can either he ent ont or stitched
up. rather than seek to discover some
mothod of treaiment which does not
neeessarily invelve an operation, I
n+e the wort ~lesl™ adyisedly, beeanse
with wwue practitioners the desire  to
operate is so fieree ns te be well-nigh
ingilivhle. Lhey have their own pri-
vate: hoxplinis, their owa stnfl  of
nuries, and their own sssislavts; they
stuliously ignove The usual medical at-
tendant, whao if counsulted, might pos-
sibly be in favour of milder measuves;
amt grave surgicnl operations ave being
preioviied  ahest daily without  any
of Lhe safeguards whic A are strictly en-
foreed in omer public hospitals.

What | have termed “the lust for
operntinn™ bas been, T oam firmiy eon-
vinesd, the main canse of many opera-
tinng heing performed. to say the least,
premaisrely, and too often withont the
Lrast neeessity. Tet us take as an exe
ample the now very common operation
fur appendicitis.  The leading English
text-books on  aurgery slate  alwost
unauimausly that a large proportion of
raded recover wilhoat  swrgical inters
forence, sometimes even when there is
evidence of grave local mischicf, 3
kuow of several instances, and ean pro-
duce living patients wha will ecountirm
my statements, in which operation for
appemdicilis was strenvously wroed as

“ e only weans of averling alinosi cer-
tain death, lor some reason or other
the operation was delayed teo long,
from an operalor™s point of view, or
elap the patical was too timid to sub-
mit, amk what was the result? The
patient made an exeellent recovery. and
has never had a reeurrence of  those
aymptoms which were Dield to have
justitinl tmmediate abdominal section,

Thore i+ a commercial as well as a
prafessionnl  aspect of this Just for
nperation, for in o greal many dizenses
it s infinitely more remuneralive  to
eperaie Han ot Lo operate. The ense
nay b simmed wp as oone ol larvge
profits apainst swall gues. This mat-
ter of  lavge  profits constitules &
dangerona mllum-mnni to abandan the
practive of medisine, aul 1o enliivate
nlimasl exelusively 1he mactice of snr-
£ory, Phe fees charged for surgical
work are oul of all prapartion to those
Wwhick are climed for medical. Patients
who will cherriully fmpoverish  them-
Kelves o anjoy 1he luxwry of being re-
paired by a surgeon, who are ready  to
rerape toZeller anvlhing from o ten-
pound nole to a hundred gnincas, and
tiink the money well spent, wili com-
plain  hitierly abont the  exorbitant
chiarges of the doctor who {ides them

over o b o illuess for oa few
[aIne, ietween Llie operating sur-
grnns on the one hand, aud 1he hos-

pitels, the clobs, the pressriling chemist,

duck doctors, the patent-melicine
- and the Poblic Tleaitlh Depart-
st the attier, the fielt for general
in a1l but country district= i
Trecmning we and more linpited. The
pure physician, at ene time hwehl {o have
wlupted (he highest branch of our pre-
frsvion, now aecitples n very snbordine
it in publie estiuation, The
moan New Zealand at ihe present
time i~ thot o wmmiical praclitioner must
oporale whethe possesses Lhe neces-
rary <kilt ond woeul dexterity or not,
ar plar lie unst tousent Lo recrdve grate.
fully the cvumhs from the rich opera-
tor's table. or lnok nfter the survivals
when  they  are veduced to penury,
Time afler time it hag hinppened to me,
and no doubl to many more, that 1

have had & child Lrouglt o me with
perbups cnbaged tonsils; it mway have
breen % ease in which opsration  was
wnnecrssary. Whiat hos been the re-
sull?  Two or ilhrec days aiterwards [
hear that the childl lins been operated
wpon. 1 pet 5/6 for giviug wn honest
wptnion for whalever it may be worth,
anil atl the diseredit of having mnde .o
mislake; the operating surpeon  gets
shutdance of credit Wi n fee whirh is
often cansiderable. 1 know of one case
wliere as mnch as £7 T/ was charged
for removing  {onszils and  post-anaal
prowths and & sepavaie foe of £2 327 for
ithe chloreformisi. 1 could wnltipiy
similar instances, and have yet to dis-
cover o paticnt who is not firmly con-
vineed thnt the operiting surpceon s
right and the non-aperating oue wramir;
in fact, I have Deen told with very
blant diseonvtesy that 1 had not known
whut was the watier beeanse § did not
adrise aperation aml anather dorctor
did. What, I ask, wiil be the ultdimate
position of our profession in New Zen-
land if we are all engaged in opern
work? Lhe publle demand is growing
by what it feeds an, and before leng ihe
surgeon whe does not operate whenever
there ix the least pnssibla excuse will
be pegarded as an ante-ditorian fossil ne
o juvenile idiot, In the words of Mr Doo-
ley, the Awerican humorist, "They're
findin' new things the matther with sve
ivry dny, an' o' (hinga that have to Le
taken out, ontil th' time iz comin’ whin
not mere than half of us'll be rale an'
the rest’ll be rubber.”

Not very long agn am Engliah
physician eontributed to the “Ne
land Times” some of his impressiona of

medieal practice in New Zealand. He
writes, amongst other impressions,
“Surgieal operations  preur  with  far

greater frequeney than in the Onl (oun-
try. The coloninl appears to rTeseat
the existence of the slighiest sign  of
bodily imperiretion in the beloved self,
and the very fainiest excuse for under-
going a surgical operallon s seized
wpon. Often gquite serions operations
ate undertaken in ord¢r to remove con-
ditions which eoffer not the slightest
hindranee to complete health. cavsing
no pain, but are perbaps stight bodily
distigurements, often out of sight of a
but the beavera of them.” I have prae-
tised now in New Zealand for npwards
of ten years. and have no hesitation in
afirming that the frequency of operx-
tions has inereased out of alt reason-
able propertion to the arowth of popu-
Iation during that time. The {ime ap-
pears to be fast appreaching when the
whole sclence of medictne will become
ahsorbed in the art of surgery, and
when only the more mechanienl part of
our work wnill be deemed worthy of re-
muneration, :

I submit, although my ~iew is not
the popular one, that a guold surgeon is
not  always an expert operator, and
conversely a Drilliant eperator is nok
necessavily a sonnd suvzeon. Which
demands the higher order of skill: te
amputate a Jimb, or te preserve it?
Huch §s, however,  the perversity of
popular taste that there are many
peeple who will pay o Lighes fee to the
surgeon who velieves them of an arm
or a leg than they would willingly pay
i the one who Dby Jess herole treat-
ment enables 1hein to continne tn wear
it. The ampulator pets abunduuce of
kudos for a slmple hit of work, and
the other man, if he is paid at all. is
seldom troubled with any overwhelmingz
amount of gralitwie, Nature did 4he
work  whilst he Jlooked on and  did
nothlag more {lan apply sowme bits of
wead and handages,

The moral of my paper is, *Xever miss
nn operation if you get the elianee, and
a genevous publie will nppreciate vour
services and pay for them handsemely,”
provided slways that the carning nf a
goold income jx the plm(uu] oliject of
your professional life.

Wlhile thosxe who jarlicipated in the
discns-ion which followed did not for
the most part go so for as to eutirely
endorse  Dr. Tiadhievley's paper, the
ty of the sperkers admitied that
there was n rreat deal of trnth in the
ductor’s statements.
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DR WILLIAMS' PINK PILLS

“Nelatica tortured we for 17 long
years,” dectared Mr, Julin llunt, a prin
inent resident of Hastings, near Naper,
Hawke's Bay, “ond when Dro Wilikuns®
Link Pills cuvwd me they can cuve tha
worae cude of Svintica thal cver wos.

"1 started o euffer in 82, conlinued
Mr. lunt. “My bloed waa in a bad
state, and then my nerves broke down, I
wis just a fit subject for Sciutics, Rheu.
matism, Neuralgia, or any disease like
that. .

“One night, when out droving, I
campeld, iilie 8 feul, on & heap of wet
ferna. That bronght on Scintica nt
once, At first the pain wag only a ting-
ling in the back of the thigh. Then it
;lu‘nd down my legs and through my
fvins, Reoon it grew sharp and bnrnmg
YTvery movement sent a spasm of agony
throngh me, No torture could be mora
jntense. The nerves in wmy legs were
red and swollen. My muacles were
drawn up and twisted. I conld not even
mount my horse. Whenever the atlacks
wore bad, 1 had te take te bed. The
worst of it was, the pain never gave
me o momeni's peace. [t wns alwaya
grnwing and borning through me, day
and night. I could noé even sit vp in a
chair. At my best I could only habbie
along with a stick. It teok me an hour
to go 100 wards. No man could have
been meare miserable than I, for I was
practically erippled—unable to  work,
aml unable to sleep. .

“I had the best doetors in the dia.
triet, but they could do me no good.
They hlistered me and dosed me, but
the pain was just as bad as ever. I could
not tell you how many plastera 1
Lought, and Low many liniments and
lotions T rubbed inte my leg, trving to
get a little ease. At that time I &id
nat know that the disease wns rooted
in Lthe bluod. T used to dose myself with
all sorta of- purgatives, little dreaming
the hwrm I was deing, thoeugh I did noe-
tice they weakened me greally. I waa

su bad that I am sure I would have heen-

in my grave now if Mr, Hubaon, of Wai-
totau, had not persunded me to try
T, Willams™ Pink Pills for Pale Peo-
ple.  ‘They actually make new blood,”
he said to me, fand that is the only

: liams’

way you can oure Rheuwmaimm or Sd4-
ationt .

“Wwell” My, ITunt went on, "I took
iy Iriend Hobaon's mdvice, and hobhled
up to Eccles' chemist shop for & box
of Dr. Willinms' Dink Pilla. That rst
box pave me s wonderful appetite—but
I could uot netice that it did my Sei-
ativn suy good. But there was no de-
nying, after two or tlree more Doxes,
iliat the pains were a preat deal easier.
1 picked up heart then, and kept om
toking the pills steadily until there was
not a pain or an ache left in my whok
body. The new bloed Lraced up wmy
nevves, loosened my muscles, strengthe
encd my spine, nnd gave me back bet-
ter healih ithan ¥ had enjoved for yearn
and years. Fven in the winter now 'L
never have n twinge of pain, &0 T am surh
that Dr. William#’ Diok Pills have enved
wme for good. And when they cure a
man who was erippled with Reintien =s
I was, they will fure the wmst case i
gl New Zealand.'

Now, why do Dr. Williams- Piuk Tilla
cure men and women wha are erippled
with  lumbago, rhenmatism, s(utua.
paralysia, and even locomoior ataxia?
The answer i8 simple—they actuatlly
meake new blond. This new puve hland
sweeps the painful poisonous impurities
out of the system, aud puts the whaole
Tody into a healthy state. Nething but
wead rich blood can de that—and ne-
thing ean give you that healing Llpod
except Dr. Willams' Pink Pille. ¥ the
bBloed i< bad. the nerves are bad, for tho
nerves fecd on the bloed. That fa tha
canse of sleeplessness, nervousneasz. hys-
terin, Rt. Vitna' dance, nervous head-
aches, nenrealgia, seintica, and lors of
vitality in men and women. © T, Wil-
liams' Tink Dills, faithfully used, cura
these diseases and other hlood disorders
sueh  as anaemla, biliowxnesa, indigea-
tion, paipitation of the heart, rheuma-
tism, backache, kiduey trouble, asthina,
and decline, But unless a discase fa
really caused by the lLloed and nerves,
Dr. Williams® Pink Pilts won't eure it—
because they only act im that one =impls
way. They don't act om thc bowels.
They don’t try to touch the symptoms,
They wan't do anything but root out
the canse of disease in the bloed, Tf you
are not sure whether your special trou-
ble is eaused by bad Lleod ov not, wrile
for free inedical advice te the DIir. Wil-
Medicine Co,. Wellington, From

the snme address you can nrder the gen-
nine

N.Z. Dr. Williams’ Pk Pills by
a box; six boxes 16/8. poat

free. Always in boxes—never iu bottles.
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