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Ty THONELT BALLR.

teginall Filzgerald was not an aflicer
and W peatieman, nar the heir to & title,
w tight have been surmised from his
Tz, Tbut was merely an ordinary every
day soldier, Mounted Infonrry at that,
from 1he castern end of Lowmlom, sent
ont - e assiat in lm\nhmg Kruger the
Joasnn he was so Jomg in kearning, This
parGewtar member of the BLLL wan known
1n his Triends as 1 . and his seat
wn a horse was o litth mun‘ stable than
that of many of hix coemrudes, Deeause
legrie was slable-man al o puls on Lhe
Bmnford romd at the time the war hroke
out.  Jlis kuowledye of wariare aud
tactics had all come bo Wi since Lhat
Chioe, aind altheugh South Afriea seem-
ed (o him a bit Jagger (han the connty
uf s=px, he was gelting alomy veasons
nhly well on the vehli, thanks to his
vmlrh. which was 28 and his strengih,
whicl secined impervisus fo privation,
and his counnouesense, wiich had  on
wsioma ot him into {reulle
with Ly oflicevs. Tle had  ventared
opinions which turned out to be e
cnrte, and of course a &elf-respeeling
ollleer eoubd net be expeeled to stand
that sort of things he called it cheek
awl Leggie siflfered, so e cane to ki
al last that silence was gulden, No mat-
1o what idiotic instractions e received,
Ne knew enough to hold lia {engue. there-
fore it will e undevstesd that he was
rapillly karning the soldiering trade.
As the hest vider in the troop, e was
froquenlly entyusted with the rarvyiuyg
of e~ ||.|1nh('~ aml he was c-\u'edm"l\
: “ml )y ihis work, thanks to much
nee as anight poacher o the old
e hwd Lad  sonee  mavrow
nl was stightly wonmded twive,
Licrsie always took cave of his
Tarse, and ilie horse in return galloped
Pirwrie ot of many a tight coraer.
Thiy ix an sevonnl of an ovetsion when
the yorge nan felr it mos dilieutt to
Leep from tendering advice (o the oliicer
v sole ln\ll--m- it wis 1o teal oul
stions to Regaic, e xlood
riwith,  rereived the  despal L wilh
crutsel  to esteeal bew artil Aoy
were  safely wled  for sevetioy e
Colanel Vineh-latters at 8poal-fontein.
Thia waw all vhght, iF Fiteggerald had boom
allowed lia head. Jub the licdd
afliver was deiinite ws o pivee of vel
LK

L

divedt Frome Lerve Lo
st the base ol Piety
See that you fuilow

You will ge
Spund-fonlein,
Kop o e north,
widers, vy an’”

Fivegrerald saluted and withilrew, and
1hus the goliless nf silvace biompied,
e went Lo his teat and sewal his des
spatelios in the Tining of his tunie, T

hie de Tor Ris huise, ainglig gontly
he nuwchid —
Oh Fire yuu well, iy own—n 2y

A,
O Lare yvou well for o while,
Tur L'av going av amd 1'u going for
to =~tay,
Dtk wep dhidle wmip dum dan.

Thirlstle wmp, what'™s the wst.

1 a0 comrinde.

e el
toe:™ X

A LT e fow SPuivate Tils,
A capttered That  wial's
They Il ~ee it papers ot pome. Yo'l
o o Spoof-fontein divect,  savs the
Tivhle ofl Ihreet, hy the Joeot  of

- Kop, 've asomucl chance of pget.
2 throveh wiy a4 you have
being offered Kiteheney™s place Loy
e

CAfter otl? ossid By, Sthey
Tl o when du caleh
Ther're taking to priconers new.”

cant
¥

LY No o L e stripping  them
stul, Theatil i o oanek in
cume Juck the lads
that w me apipr Lie
cimje din Eopown nnd o slippers,

Thev're not 1o shieot shoply  beoauss

exes ub =0 ferrible an

for yon, Teggie, and

*Burvly the lilue ollicer wan hnowa

{Author of “The dMutalle Many,”

2 CAPTURED. 22 z

ete.)

yuu've na chauee of grltm" pasl Piely
l\up Terhaps yo're carrying infurma-
tivn for the beoetit of the enemy,” re-
marked Billy,

SN fear,” nssevted Tleggie, “he hasu't
acline enough for Lhat,”

Whicl showed how easy it is for a
Lig man 1o under-csiimaie a little one.

tewie ot on his horse and speedily
disapprared acress the veldt. 1t wasa
rough going, & broken country of hill
and valdley, \\'llh Picty Kop a very effi-
cicut landemark on ahud Fitzy rode s
eusily 8a e could, soging his favewell
ditly to Mury Ana, which was the oniy
tune he koew, ile was quite contented,
lie wus well aware that there was
nat the slighiest  ehance of pgetting
throngh, and when halted, be had wade
ap fis mind neither to van or to fight.
There was nol the slighiest nee in dnmg
eiiibor, 80 v do L-lll\er" saill Lieggic to
him=eti, The Moers were lovering
oomd (he foal of efy Kop, loping to
allure the British to atlack it. The Brit-
isit had displayed great desire to pos-
wiwsa Lhemselves of various kops in the
early purt of the war, and the shrewd
Roers were nnt nhrewd erough o reslise
it Abis deaire had alated. The eom-
mander in I eamp wonld not have
aceepted Viely Top as u gift, Thevefore
he wishel the infornation te reach the
Boers thal e jnlended to attack Piely
Kap within 1we days, so Ruegeie was rid-
ine A the veldt \\:‘h honrlu des-
pattehes, intended for eapture.

1le tode with
wentb down a valley, @nd noliced a sl
furmbintar, with a eolleclion of sheda
whivh Juoked suspicionsly deserted. 1t
wik on his runte. and he dared not vary
that reule, hut ke rode Ly, expecting a

sliot frem Lhis ambuzcade, abuost wish-.

fne it would be quick abeut it, and el
this bavrowing suspen=2. . When he got

pasl the hnt he stilk viewed it with dis-
1! ||ut

g over hisa shoulder. and thus
wascelog knte the very trap he was
I tn avoid,  “Throw up voar hands,
came 1o him in excelleat LEng-

‘< handz went aliove his head auto-
mied speedily, <1 knew Lliat
HES) . have me nipped,
ing e on this foel’ errand” mut-
forasl Lhe soldiv e puened tewarda
hiv eaplor. Then—%0h, T say,” cried

sl \\! n he teoked down on the

ing o

.;It Neld witle waweavering 1igdi

at the yaung wan’s heat, whieh had
aiways heen suseepiible wien femininity
presentod avms to b 1t was Bad enough
10 B caplured, It to Le taken thna
Ly o yowrz womun, whe tould not he
than 10, was wilding issult to in-

LRI

ot off your horse, Tummy. and sea
ab oy Aot Loy your lmndx while
deine o)

o ".T\' nmes nol Loy, M

“l ey vour pardon. 3
Lrughed the givl, “diot dewu, Mar
T wispreted vou had such awones in the
Toidiah aviny, Dol none of von over
witled it before. 1 thought yowr Mary
Anns were all generals”

“Vou Lhink youre elever. den't yon?”

T know Lan, Where wre you going?™

“lning {o pet down”

o oAna

suid  Nepgie,

flinging a Tog aver 1he harse gl jumping
fo the grownd, ke wohis arms alaft
ull the while, for something in the gil's
altitude and jet Wack eyes 1ok] hiny she
woull not T te tu dhunt. She
1 bl npming, very charmingly Regpie
thonghl, while e hopmd his comuvades

wonli tevey heat of this episnle,
stepped Tanck o few paces, and plac

her vitle al her shoehler covered him.

pw, Towmy” slie evil, e very
« i Throw 1o the wrommd whatever
Weaend yol earry. ]luut try g

tricka, Tur 1 will have yon shot befora
v enuld et dour rvevolver inle posi-
[T [ 1.(‘ (.Iilflll for I don’l wi=h to
Lol you™ - *
Filz tbrew a revolver and a knife on
1l grronmi,
that all yom haret”
“Yes,' growled Ueggie,

sulkily.

more caution a3 he

“XNow, luke

them.”

e soldier nbeyed.

That's right, you may sit down and
rest your anne.” laughed the piel, with
u suceeclding righ of relief. She also
sat down on a rock that lifled itself
out of the veldt, sitting there with the
rille across her knees, and Reggic’s re-
velver and knife at her feet,

“Did yun get lost?” she asked.
“No, I've jist bren found by you™
“Caveying disputches, I supposet”

“Yery likely” L

“Where are they, Tommy ™ '

“Well, Mary Aunn, if yon want to
koow—iheyre sewed up in my tunie,
and I'm sure you're weleome to them. I
Lnew I'd never get past Piely Kop,"

“My name's Gretehen,” she said.

“Mines Heginald,”

“I don"t bLeliove it, Tonmy."

“TFlhen I dowt believe in  CGretohen,
Mary Ann.  Where did you get your
English

“I got him \utll this rifle, Tmnm\' *
and she lapghed provokingly as she pat-
ted the weanen referred to,  Reggie,
who was the Lest natured fellow in t¥
world, and who by this time had parti-
ally recovered from chagrin at his igno-
miniots capture, now vmiled ard began
to appreciate how handsemne she was,

“AWeil, Pmoaot the frst,” he said.

Tie first what?”

“The first man Lo be taken in -md

done for by a good-looking givl.” -
=Uh, Fve not done for W(\ll, ancl w Dut

unless you try to escape.”

“1f I don't excape, I'm dbne for sure.
I'm more afraid of your eyes ﬁmn your
ritle,”

“¥ou were more afraid oi
a mintde ago.”

“Yes, beepuse T did not get a gond
Iock ut your eves ther, The rille was
between me  and them. Now I renlize
my danger,” .

=he mude no answer to this, lut rose
to her Jeet, and looked segmewhat aax-
ivusly down the valley.

L osay, (nolkluu,
peaple chuek it
StUhmek what?? - -

“This blooming wor." : .

“Because -it iu rmht we should wn\
and we- shall win”

ten  sleps away from

my rifle

why don't  you

“YVou don'l really believe thall™

“Yes, 1 do

“iluve you aver lwen in Eogland?*

“XNp, atxl [ never wish to nee it, either,
1 learmed the Janguage Vin speaking in
Cupa Town. ¥ saw euuugh of the hng—
lish there*

"!ml you dunl like ﬂmm!"
“Na

Eume of
e officera, for

L %) n". '’ rorry for that.
fom 1 don't lilke myself.

insfance.  Rug what ¥ was going tu say
wak thist I coine from the east end of
London, Now if vou watked from where

1 lived te where my offiver Yived, you
would fravel as far as 1 came from camp
ridiog 1ill now L'm lungry, and howses,
hutises all the way., There’s ten timen
mare people in London than there mre
from Leve to Cape Town, When I left
Eaglangd the war had been going on &
year or twa. Yell, strike me dumb,
you couldn't tell fmm the ernwds that
ane 1an had left Londen. You can't
bent ve, We're ton many. Fven it
they’re all as big focls as I am, or au
our little ofticer is, and Houlh Afriea
wan nll as clever as you, you couldn't
bheat us, you're ton few. ‘I'hen chuck il,
and let's be friends.”
“We will, when you eatch De Wet,”
id the girl, gazing at him with unde-
ninble interest, He had spoken earnest-
Iy and his face had lit up in n very at-
tractive way, the girl thought.  The
noment she mentioned TNe Wet a new
intensity eame into his countenance,

“That*s tvue. I'd forgotten the Gena
eral. Yes, fhe war will go on till wae
cate biin, and we will some of Lhese
fine duyw’ B

“You never vnl] >

Greteen, T wish you'd tell me where
Lie is, 17 Jike to have a talk with him.™

“Much pood that would de you. Le
kaa been i your camp. and has ridden
with your Coloerial troops, and ¥you
never suspected his presensce. Now lere
ia my father coming. auwd this enter-
taining couversation must cease.” .

Fhere came to her smooth brow a
shade of disappointmceat, and she grasp-
ed her rille somewlat more alerily. A
bearded man on a galloping pony dash-
ed up to them. The girl addressed him
in Dutch, He showed no surprise at
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