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FEchoes of the Week.

A Fresa Tribunte te the Geverner.

The protracied series of farewclls to
whieh His Exctllemcy tlie Governor has
good-naturedfy, and even willingly, sub-
yected himsell, are drawing rapidly to »
elose. The main centres of population,
with the exception of Wellingten, have
already done tlicir devoirs, and the Fae-
Pire Lity #; just now in the throes of
preparing (o “welcome the eoming,” and
Provicing suitable God-spred for “the
parting puest”™—im =short, it is but =
matter of days when the most popular
Covermor who has ever stocd at the
head of affuirs in this celony will have
Fone his way, and 2 new man will take
the place he las eceupicd so husily and
=0 worthily for so generous a term of
cilice. It may be, therefore, lhet nmo
more fitting epporinnity will present it-
self of allowing this paper te add its
tribrte of admiration for the kiudly,
foud-naiured and strenuous manper in
which our retiring Governor has Gtied his
hixh oflice, and its resret that inevitable
Time has rolled on to the point when
poud-Lyve muxt be said. Scven years is
& sulatantial sliee out of a man's life,
snd it is a longer time than most of us
care to go withont a holiday; so it can-
not be denied that Lord Raefurly has
well earned the rest from the mary
duties—the bulk of them cell-imposed
+—which he has ezrried out so cheerfully’
during his stay among:t vs. The work
of a Lovernor in such a colony as ihis
is pretty much what the individual filling
it dikes to make it. That, one zupposes,
may be said of most peritions, but it
i* apeeially the fact with the supreme
officer of a self-governing colony. He
may be 3 mere ornamental Ggure-head
ol the State, signing—a pechaps occa-
sionally — ineonvenient number of
papers, and more or lesr oblized to do
a cerfain amount of perfunctory, il pro-
foxe, enlerfainiug. or e may, like Lord
Ranfurly, shoukler the positior with a
determination to leave the colony bet-
1er for Lis coming, and may set hinself
te know and understand the people he
ypresides over in the name of the King,
and be gble therefore to do them serviee
when lie returns to the Old Land. And
thongh oiher Governors have dope well,
wnne have quite fllled the position as has
the man {l mislike the word gentleman
nowalays) who iz shortly leaving ws.
and, (herefore, an one of the press, ami
on brhalf of the “Graphic,” oue adds, as
Yas heen said, & tribule of warm ad-
miration nand respect, which, if ill-
expressed. is at all events sincere.  And,
indeed, His Exeellener does merit some
extra expression of gratitude from news-
paper mien, snd perhaps specially from
those connceted with dilustrated jouwr-
walism, It iz the fate of men in his
high position to he photographed: it is
t1he duty of papers sach as this to bad-
fer them into position on every ocea-
wiem ol puebtic imiportance. It is their
fate: hut fate is mot always aceeptedd
with equavimity; and unmler suech cie-
cemstances the in~truments of fate, Lhe
press  pliotopraphers, repavters  and
othierz. cannot feel mueh surprised; or
vven if one consulers the puisanee, much
icved if they are rezarded with
some dislavour by those whom ibhey
are bound te  permecute. Tt haw not
been g with  Lord  Ranfurly,  The
Lichlers of the whele-plate ezmera men
have been reared wp against him., plat-
i~nus bave been set up in bis grounds,
we has been spap-shotled here, he has
leen poxcd 1lwre—never (we papers say
it witih pridc) has he been able 1o es-
cape the “fiend™” when the smallest in-
tercat altached 1o the business oan which
Le was epguged, Yet ha  hus mever
objurated; at  least  nmot  audilly,
Framkly, it moet ke sufficient fo make

moat men testive; but Hix Fxcelleney
has, I imugine, quotwl te himself, =Rtill
1 have berne it with = patient rhruop,
for sufferunce is the badge of all my
tribe,” and has smilingly assenated on
all meces=ary Oceasions, merely stipu-
Iating that time is the essence of such
contracts. May his miccessor be as
courleous, and, perhaps, one may add
without iwpertinenee, ae semsible, for
with the pertinacious photographer and
tfie modern cawern little is 1o be gain-
ed by resistance, if one may so put it.
Lord Ranfurly has seldom been photo-
graplically libelled, as were some of
his predecessors, which goes to show
that any virtue brings fts owm reward,
cven in the case of a Governor. To be
seripus again, the press will not readily
forget Lond Ranfurly, nor will it forget
thuse courteous gentlemen who have
served wnder him at Government House.
\lnjor \lexander, in particular, will long
live in the memory of all press persons,
editors, reporters, photographers, or
what you will, as the most obliging,
most (nurteous and, {o use n press ex-
pression, the “WﬂllE‘-i.” man who ever
held his all importaut position at Gov-
ernment House, The aide or the private
sceretary may be (and usually is) far
note the governor than the Governor
Limsclf. Kipling has a remark to this
effect it will be remembered: but
with Major Alexander it has been differ-
ent, and it is certain thot no one wha
has been Lrought into contact with him
and has had to worrs him, as only press
men can. and have to, over a hundred
things wiich must have seemed to a less
abie w&n “a bore.” but will encorse the
writer's hearty liking for and hearty
vote of thanks ta the imost eharming
asml genial gentlepan whom we have ever
had amongit s in the prn‘nle EBecre-
tary’s chair at Government House. To
Yord Renfurly and to Major Alesander,
then, God- \peed and the hearty good
wishes and thanks of the press of Kew
Yealamd - a sentiment jn which every
paper in the colony will heartily share,
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Farental Responribility.

Every now and them it s discovered
that rome rule of law to which one has
been accustomed from time immemorial
is unfair in its operation, and that on all
grounds of propriely it ought to be a'ter-
o, Then eames the reformer, who tells
his tale to the Legislature, and if only he
trlls it plainly enough, and use tact in ita
advocacy, Parliament says the necessary
word, and the world is minus owe more
abuse. ®o with the matter of paremlal
responsibility, though the consumuation
iy yet to come. The public eye was opened
to the situation thus. Years apo an ille-
gitimate clild sas born, and the mother
got o maintenance order against the pu-
tative father from the justices. For a
time the weekly dole was paid. Then the
faitlier disappeared from tle mother’s
ken, and the arrears silently mounted up
to tlie wune of hundreds of pounds. Pre-
sently the father died, lesving a fair for-
tune, so the mother sued the exceutors to
recover the errears. It was then object-
rd, for the defendnnte, that the order ta
puy was persoual against the father, and
conld galy be enforced during his lifetime,
and that therefore his estate was under
no vbiigation to make up auy part of 1ha
sums nupaid. And this the Court held to
be the law, The reault is, of courae, that
the State may be charged with tlie cust of

. mnintaining the child, or may bave heen

in the past pat to thet cost, or the mother
may Lhove muintained the child at her sola
cost, anld may have to continue that main-
{cnance, if able, until the child attaine an
e at which it can earn its owa living,
That the fother of an illegitimate child
shonhl be able to disposs of property and
peglect the joterests of his gwn illegiti-

mate affspring s a posilion cleurly wnjm-
tisiabhle. kEven if no will in made, ond the
father dira inlestate, tee iligitimate child
wnuld pot be entitled (o share in tihe as-
sets, for a bastard is muliiee filies, and
i mot eapable of inheriting, unbrss by di-.
rect and express gift. It is clear that dur-
ing life & pareat oy be compolied to map-:
purt bis fameily, if he has the ncans. Why,
shouhl death end that daty? At sl
events, for s start, Parliameut coahl read-
ily and fairly enact that where any evder
has bern made nzminst & parest by magin-
trates that order shall be as valid against
his mfwets after death as it was sgainst
himself in his lifetime. [llmry ¥, Carew's
executors. }
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Vicarious Bports. o '

Alore thzn one visitor from other
lruds has toll us that we are too foed
of sports, and the older among us are
only too glad to get (or make) an op-
portunity of telling the younger among
us what & dreadinl end they are shap-
ing for themselves by giving this hein-
ous proclivity a free rein, I have often
wondered whether the young colonial
yeally is fond of sport or has he merely
a predilection for “walching sport™ Ii
soumls pretty much the same thiag, but
if you come to Analrse it there is 8 vast
difference. Personally I only wish the
asserlions of our lugubrious visitors
were true, and we were fond of sporé,
but the average yvouth of New Fezlard,
from what T bave reen of kim, hns mot
thia amialle weakness. What he likes
is to get up on a grandstand or some-
where else where he can got a scat with
a back to it (and somelbing to rest his
feet on), and watch the cother fellow
make sport for hint. Sport of today
savours too much of the gladiatorial
combat or the bull-Bpht, aud we all
know the hisicry of the pecple who
went in for these geatle amusements. I
don’t mear that our pastimes are blood-
thirsty, but there are too many looking
on and too few plexing the game. Take
fooibalt. Think of the proportion the
hendful of players bear to the thomsands
of yeling vourhs on the grandstard and
round the fence! Beiter go out to watch
a powd game of football than bang
roum! the town. you say. Quile so, 1
will agree $hat it is the lesa of two evils,
but at the same time it does not prove
the voung colonial’'s “love of sport,” At
every street corner and in every saloon
you wilt find a coterie of cigaretic-smok-
ing vouths wiw know the strength and
record of every player im the Jistrict
ieam and call him by his christian
name; ihey go out every Saturday to
lend their side moral suppori; they are
leather-lunged. 2nd belong to the genua
“barracker.,” I{ you were to tell these
voung gentlemen that they were not
Jond of sport xou wonld greatly sur-
price thenr. and ther would ascure you
of the fact in their own picluresque
style. No, I am sorry 1o say, the youth
of to-day is not “fond of sport,” and in
spite of what vicitors may say *iis {rue,
tia pity, and pity i3 “tis trme. A youth
whe is over fond of sport may not meet
with the approtal of hiz elders, bat he
i+ on much safer ground than the young
pentleman who has a  penchant
“watehing sport.”
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Comcerning Our Hamashy, | [

Not ﬂhhMl-‘hfmufuﬂﬂ
those stupendous sdreriipnmesnts of =
monumsntal work which are still appear-
ing in this and other colonial papers, amd
imploring us a1 vot to et the opportunity-
slip. You will. find that sonspicuously
enough elsewbere, bul it i, 1 thiak, wortly
neting {het such ax offcr as the “Times™,
is Bow making with the Encyelopeedia
Rritannien. iz & rather striking testimony
fo our neticral eommercial honesty, and
to the regend for 1he sacredness of & come
tract with which most of s are endowed.
Yor to practicslly any imdividval in the
lend in return for a payment of an insig-
pificant swu there is delivered a work
which—whatever its value may e to the
individual—5s at all events commiercially-
valued very reasonably at (e mumber of
guineas set dowd in 1be suid offer, and if
any nuwnber of caies of defauvlt were to
orcur it wonld be an exceedingly coslly,
troublesome ang perhaps hopeless task for
the “Times” to reitnburse itself. Lut ex-
pericnee has apparenily shown that bhon-
eaty B far more common than we are
about to give it eredit for. What exactly
has been the experience of the “Times™
with this affair in the Old Country has
beea stated, one believes, bot the figures
are oyt ai ithe moment available, Suffice
it to say ihe proportion of ihowe who gave,
the remotesi trouble with regard to pay-
mentg with previcus experiments wasg in-
fintiesunal, aod it is presunied the Ency-.
clopaedia is merting with a similar sat-
isfactory fate. When it is all over, and
thesc wagmificenily couceived and rovally,
earried out advertizementa have disap-
peared from our papers, it will be of
much interest 10 know what eets have
been taken wpy and the averape class of
heme into wiith they bave gone. That:
the “Thmes” wili have little or no dith-
culty with its mocnthly paymeuts here
may be guaranieed. It is certain we are
not less eonscientious than those i the
miildle classes of England, into which, it is
stated, an amazing number of the Britan-
nira’s thirty-five volumes was polred.
What wit]l be the effect of this distribu-
tion of universal informatien anmoagst us
will be hard to predict. 1t is almost cer-
tain to vastly increase serious reading,
and perbaps where litile has been done
before, for the information in the Encxelo-
paedia will, with sensible men, merely
whet the appctile for more on the same
subject. At the same time it may give
us & new sek of bores. who will get a smat-
tering of many things, but a knowledpe
of mone.  B1ill, the good wil nutweigh
tkis trifting inconvenience, and though it
is purcly a commercial fransaction, and
one in which the “Fimes™ will no doubt do
exceedingly well. yet there can be o doulit
we are to be congratulated that the op-
portunity has ofeorred oot here, and that
2 work of su~h undoubted stability will
be distribmted in many hundreds of \ew -
Zealand homes,

Foor old rbest it heavez and raitles,
Tender ihioat and tonsilas red;

Pull mr swaz from “neath the bonk, metes,
Broach tbe bottle, Ted.

Yes, siree, the squaticrs n=e It
Bhenrers, Tunsers, Th'h AWl poor;

Titelh the wiizkey Into blazer,
Gite me WONDS GYREAT rEPFER-

MINT CTEE,

ctrating blow.

RITLIE AND PISTCL

CARTRIDGES.

"It's the shots that hit that count.” Winches-
ter Rifle and Pistel Cartridges hit, that is,
shootaccurately, and strike a good, hard, pen-
They are loaded with great
care and precision, and made in calibers f
suitable for all kinds of game, from rabbits
to grizzly bears. If you want reliable ammau-
nition, buy the time-tried Winchester make.
FOR BALE RBY ALL DEALERS.




