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Island Lepars.

{From Our Owa Correspendent.)

. AITUTAKIT, April 30.

Mot long back I drew aitention to
Pr. Magon's {the New Zezland Govern-
“uent Medical Officer) repori upon these
slands, and especially to that part
where he urged that the Government
wedical officer residing ot Rarotonga
should at frequent Intervals visit the
various other islands of this group. The
importance of this ia being almost daily
brought homie to us here, At the island
of Penrhyn, as ir well known, leprosy is
very prevalent, but there is no ons to
see that proper ears is bestowed upon
those eoffering, nor to prevent eommu-
nication between the sick and those free
of the disease. There are many sui-
foring from Jeprosy toaming about the
verious villages of Penrliyn, and ae they
can freely visit the other islands the
consequence in the disease is spreading
among the other jslands of the group,
and it is now well established at Raka-
bangs and Manihiki. Captain Harries,
of the auxiliary achooner Vaite, recently
returned from a trip to Palnerston Ts.
Jand, and he reported to the New Zea-
land Government ngent {Lieut.-Colonel
Gudgeon) that there were two case3
there. They were isolated, but were
without ¢lothing, and very little atten-
‘tion was being paid to them, Te pro-
vided the sufferers with some clothing
from bis trading stock. It is certainly
time some firm steps were taken by the
floveriment to eheek the spread of this
foul disecase., There is an Izland at Pen-
rhyn et apart for the lepers, and the
Government should ecllect all those sui-
fering at the other islands and hava
them conveyed to this quarantine sis.
tion. At the rate at which the diseass
s spreading there is danger of it reach-
ing New Zealand. -

————————

- Coeck Islands.

{From Our Own Correspondent.}
’ RAROTONGA, Ird May.

The Government achoener Countess of
Ranfrrty arcived here from Malden Is-
laud, Penrhyn, and Niue, on the 15th Ap-
rll, and left again on tke 1Tth April for
Mauke, M!itlaro, Atiu, & Mavuae, nad after
yisiting those islands, arrived at Rarotonga
on the 27th April. The schoower finally left
TRavotonga for NWive apd Auckland, via
‘Atio apd Altuteki, om the 2uth Aprll Bhe
carries as carge Iram the group for Anck-
land. 8 small amount of limejulce nod
coprn, In el abowt 33 tons, and sbould
be due pt Auckland sbout the 25th inst.
The vcesel wik ithen return to Raroleonga,
via - Nine aud Samon, proczedipg te the
latter place under epecial charter, to bring
back some 20 or 39 nantlves of Rarctonga,
who have heen oo & vislt to Bamoa. Un
accival of the schooner at Auckiand, 1t 8
probably thet Captaln Worsiey, R.N.H.,
will reslgn his positlon as captain of the
vegsel,

1t is steted on good anthority that the
cost to the Cuck Istands Adminftration of
rucniag the schooner for the wyear eucing
81st March hgs been about £1000 This In-
cludzs the cost of iusoranve, over LU0 per
apinum,

© Lieut, Col. Gudgeon, accompanied by Mr
M. M. Conusl, sarveyar, aud Mr Havage,
luteypreter, risited the lelands of Meuke,
‘Ailg, and Mitlare In the Countess of Ran-
furly. Bittiogs of the Land Conrt and of
;Il:e Bigh Court wers bheld at ¢ach f»

nd.

The London Mirslonary Boclety's stean-
er John Willlama arrived from Bydoey onh
1st 1uet., after m pleamant voyage. The
ateamer left to visit the Islands of the
Couk Qroup cu the 2nd lnst., and will re-
torn to Marcionga Jn about eight darys,
after which she wlll proceed to Denrhyn
and the Northern Islands, taking with her,
in addition to the members of the mis-
pitn, the Resident Commissloner. Lt. Cel.
udgeonm, who will thus pay his anoual
vislt to the Northern Islauda. The John
Williena Is Jue back In Ilaretouga about
the 2nd June, after which she will leave
for Niue and Bumon, After calllug at abl
the Bamosn statlona mud out-stations, she
will asail for Bydney, reaching that port
about 14th Angogt. Mlss Hogg, a ledy
doctor practislng in Sydrey, is a passen-
ger br the steamer.

The vital statlstics of the 1sland of Man-
gakg for 1003, as compiled Ly the ILiev.
Hond James, of the Loudom Missicoary
Eoclety, are am follow:—Birthy, B4, deaths,
B52: marcipges, 6; poEuh\(ion—mulen. TaG;
females, T61: total, 1507,

Much dissatisfaction 1z belng expressed
at the manper In which the mais rood
round the fsland 13 bLelng repaired; in
aoine parts it 13 fmpossibie to drive &
waded waggon, owlng to the wheels slnk-
Ing into the sand plied on the road fuchea
thick. Tinder the prescit system, the work
of repalriug i» done by natives, without
any pioper supervision, their work belng
taken a= an equirklent te a tax. A reform
fo the direction of European supervisiom,
paid lheur, and a small road tax, payubla
Jiy emch netive, as in forwer thnas, 18
mech needed.

A —————————

.Chis? Detective Grace Retired.

Chief Tietective Grage, ol Auckland,
who has reached the age-limib, 65 years,
is about to retire on a pension. He
has been grauted- three months’ holiday,
jeave prior to severing his connection
with the police force. Afr Dinnie; Come~
missioner of Police, informs our Wel-
lington correspendent that the question
of the appointment of a sucecser i3 now
under consideration, and a decision ia
Hikely to be arrived af within ibe next

few daye. .

- Mr Grace joined ihe New Zealand
police serviee im August, 1870, and
previous to this he had served four
years in the Royal Irish Constabulary,
and & similar period fn the New Soutih
Waleg police. Hig first station was at
the Thames, and he then came to
Auckland,  After spending some years
at Napier, where he way transferred, he
returned io Awckland in 1892 upon his
appointment ap chief detective, and has
Leld the position ever simce. He has
Deen always known as o careful and able
olticer, who got through a great deal of
work but allowed few outside the official
eircle to know what he had achieved.
His partienlar aversion was publieity,

and although he has been connecled
with the detection of wmany a
sensational erime  about which
he conld tell an interesting
story, he dectines to be reminiscent

to & pressman. He tskes his leave of
the pervice early next week, and retires
on & substantial superannuation allow-
ance, As he is in good health, many
years of life are probably ahead of this
veteran publlc servant.

Greater Auckliand Movement.

The result of the poll on the question
of the amulgamation of the Borvugh of
Grey Lynn with ths City of Aunckland
was decided for the present as far as the
growing suburb was concerned againet
the Greater Auckland movement.  Very
little interest was taken in the matter,
only 741 votes being recorded out of a
total of 2700 on the roll. The resuit
was: For amalgamation, 330; apainst,
4li; majority egainat the proposal, 8l.
The voting at Lhe separate Looths was
as lfollows: —5t. George's Mall: For am-
algamation, 140; aguinst 766. Couacil
Chambers: For, 145; agrinst 181, Rich-
mond Hall: For, 39; apainst, 65. The
proposal was, therciore, megatived at
each of the threa polling boothe. When
Mr Irwin (the returning olllcer} ou-
nounced the result to the 70 or 86 peaplo
wajting cheers were given at the nmewn.

‘A CLOTIITFR'E CONVICTION. N

Mr ¥. Coben, of Wills-streat, Welllog-
ton, la & busy businesy nan, with we time
te on letter weiting for fam. Mr Cohen

‘Last Friday I experienced & very
bad mttack of fheumatic goot, ls faet »o
bad that I hnd to leavs busluess, aod belng
unabls to walk I wus asslstcd to a cab, On
arrival at bome I immediately took a dome
of your Rbheomeo, repentlng same every foul
hours. The pala scon left, and in the morm
ing I eame down te business as nsoal X
capnot sny too much for the prompt and
efifectual manner in which your Rhenme
acts on pain.” Rhermo corcs every Hmm
Chemlais und storem, 2/0 ond 4,8 per bottle.
Btocked o Arckland by R. Hing, Chemn
iat, Queen-st.; J. A Je®rrron, Chemist
ween-st. an@ Upper Eymeouds-st.; J, .
obinzon, Chemist, Poroell; Groves Alckin,
Chemsst, Queen-st.i and sold by all Cheme
{15 and ftores, At 2/6 and 4,6 per bottle.

Wholcaale Agenia: N.Z. DRUG CO.

- LOVES

STUDIO

GUESSING COMPETITION.

HOW MANY BOYS8 AND HOW MANY GIRLS?

200 C00000CC000000

RESULT OF COMPETITION.

¢fo- 1. Gibb, Esq., Christchurch.

Hokowhihu, Palmerston North.

Club Hotel, Blonheim.

ist. R. V. Deacon,
2nd. RMiss Minnie Ihle,
"8rd. Miss Lula Droper,
4th. E. Deacon,

c/o Loan and Mecreantile, Christehurch.

GORREOT NUMB‘RB—-

=131 GIRLS—130 BOYS———

‘SUCCESSFUL COMPETITORS CAN RECEIVE THEIR PRIZES
ON APPLICATION,

SLOOPOIDERD PO

LOVE'S STUDIO,

QUEEN AND VICTORIA STREETS,

s AUCKLAND,

TONSON GARLICK

CO.,

Limited

Are making a Specialty of

HEARTHRUGS. = .

Large Axminster Hearthrug, Fringe at each end, now

sélling at - -

5/9

- - -

Special Line in

STAIR CARPETS AND

HALL RUNNERS . . ..

Magnifiecent Range of

Now selling at

L 4

TONSON GARLICK CO., Ltd.,

In Stock.
YOUR INSPECTION, BEFORE PURCHASING ELSEWHERE, WilL BE ESTEEMED A FAVOUR.

AXMINSTER BRUSSELS AND TAPESTRY CARPETS

“THE PEOPLE'S™ FURNISHING WAREHOUSE,

QUEEN STREKT, AUOKLAND.



