
A Veteran Musician.

On March 17 last Maunel Garcia, uni-

versally known as the greatest teacher

of singing of the past century, celebrat-

ed his 99th birthday.
In the strictest retirement, but in full

possession of his wonderful faculties, he

lives at his picturesquely named house.
“Mon Abri.” in Cricklewood, England.

Since 1848 Mr. Garcia, who was born

in Madrid, has lived in England, and it

is by our usual titles of “Mr. and Mrs.”
that he and his wife are known to their
friends. Most people, however, persist
in Italianising his name to Signor Gar-

eia.

His host of pupils number among them

such favourites as JennyLind and Chas.

Santley. The last pupil he taught after

his retirement from active work as a

professor of the Royal Academy of
Music was Mr. Sterling Mackinlay, the

son of his old friend and pupil. Mme. An-

toinette Sterling.
His two sisters—the famous Malibran

and Pauline Viardot—achieved great dis-

tinction in opera. They were the first

to give grand opera in America. The lat-

ter is still living in Paris, and is about

10 years younger than Mr. Garcia.

The venerable musician comes of a

long-lived family, his mother living to a

great age. Mrs. Garcia attributes her

husband’s long life to the fact that he

has always been engaged in congenial
work. Hs has also been always blessed

with that priceless boon, a sound diges-
tion.

Three years ago he wintered in Egypt,
and since this visit he has been very lit-

tle bevond his garden.
His last public appearance was at a

meeting of the Laryngologieal Society
last year, -when he made a speech. Fifty

years ago ho invented the laryngoscope
primarily for the purpose of studying
the mechanism of the human voice. Tt

has been the means, however, of open-
in'' up a great advance in surgery.

Bv the mirrored image of the throat

and windpipe it has boon possible for

surgeons to accomplish that which be-

fore necessitated an incision being
made in the front of the throat.

Among various gifts which has been

presented to Mr. Garcia is a silver tea

service, which many eminent doctors

gave as a slight recognititon of his ser-

vices tosurgery bv this simple invention.

Mr. Garcia was present at Cambridge

in 187“ on the occasion when Brahms

and Joachim were presented with hon

orarv degrees. He remembers the de-

light with which he heard Brahms’

"First Bvmphonv” there for the first

time. He also remembers the first per-

formance in England of Bizet’s “Car-

men.” when Minnie Hauk, the American
sonrano. took the part of the wayward

Mr. Gareia still has the greatest affec-

tion for evervthing Spanish, and loves

to be road to in that musical tongue.
He is a capital chess player. MISS ALICE KIRBY (of the Lyric Theatre, London), Who may come to the colonies under engagement to Mr. J. C. Williamson.

THE VISIT OF THE KING AND QUEEN TO CHATSWORTH THE HOUSE PARTY.

The group includes the King and Queen, the Duke and Duchess of Devonshire, Consuelo Duchess of Manchester, Countess Gosford, Earl Percy, Earl and Countess Howe,

Princess Henry of Pless, the Hon. Mrs. Keppei, Mr. Leo Trevor. Count Mensdorff, Sir Hedworth Willamson, Lord Elcho, Mr. F. Mildmay, M.P., the Earl and Countess ofMar and Kellie, Lord H. Vane Tempest, Mr W. James, Lord Stanley, and Mr. A Sassoon.

(The Duke and Duchess again entertained their Majesties this month at Lismore Castle, Ireland, a picture of which appears in this Issue.)
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