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Here and There.

How much oin & man earn by eong-
writing? There are, of course, song
writern and song writers, and some
rhy Lers make hamd fortunes; but
apparently the common smying that
“poetry does not pay” applies as a gene-
rai rule to songs. A composer of music
for songs told & Londom magistrate the
other day that his averape retwrn from
songw was about thirty shillings o week, a
quarter of that amount being the “guer-
don” of & recent fortmight's work!

Herbert Spencer, in the attitude of sn-
pertntending his household stfairs, was
practieal and amusing. At one time the
poulterer had not been giving satiafme-
tion, so0 Mr. Spenecr called his house-
kecper, aml gave her directions te trams-
fer lhis custem to another tra:lesnmn
whose shop faced the delinguzni®
Mias Smith,” said the author of “Syn-
thetic Philosophy,” “be partieular that
the firat poulterer sees you giving your

P

orders to the second pouliever?

The modern pecrage of Japan conasis
of 70 princes, 23 marguizes, 80 cousts,
352 wviscounts, and 93 barons. Thirty
years ago the presenl marqiises, vis-
counts, and barona still wore the an-
cient Dalmic costume atd lorded il as
petty sovereigms., with capitaly of iheir
own, amd retinzes of doubly-swerdad re-
tuiners. Nowadays they are dressed in
fmmaculate Weatern cosiumme, atterd lea
parties, vead Kuropean papers in Duro-
pean club-houses, and follow Kuropean
taxhions i sl things,

The other morning a navvy had juat
boardest = subnrban tramear, when e
stooped down a&nd picked up something
from the floor. He luoked round the
compartment with a twinkle in his eye,
and said, in B grul voice:

“Anyone lost a iwo-bob bit?”

There was silence for a moment; then
an overdreszed young man jumped up
and exclaimed:

“Yea, I havet™
© “Well,” reptied the mavey, holiling up
his hand, “keve’s & penny towards it,”

Thirteen wears ago a lady in Ergland
left the residue of her cstate (£400) to
the Lifebeat Institalion, payable on the
dexth of her favourite cat. The eat re-
pained in goond health for eleven years,
but after that time (the lady who had
it in her charge having changed her resi-
denee) it wandered away several times,
end finally disappeared. It was there-
fore presumed to boe dead, and thz legaey
has been paid to the institution, the
committes having undertaken to provide
for the eat should it at any time be
recovered,

A little girl of seven one day went wp
to a gentleman after they had got lhiome
from churek and asked:

“Have I any children?”

He dropped kis hook and regarded
Ler with amazement.

“What!™ he said.

“Have T nny childrent” salie vepenfed.

“Well, T should hiepe rot,” he exclaim-
ed. “¥Why on esrth do you ask ine
such r gnestion as that?’

“Why, in c¢hurch thia morning.” said
the littla girl, “the clergyman preached
about childven's children, and 1 wonder-
ed if I had eny.”

A workman, on coming heme in the
evening, was askod by his wife te look
at the clock. She complained that it
Lad been silent all day, ond she could
not tell the reason, Her hueband took
it down, and exawined it carcfully.
Then he tock ofl the hawds and face, and
locked at the works wilh the aid of &
magnifying-glass. Next he blew inte it
with the bellows, oiled the wheels, and
then put it back on the wall, But still
it would not strike. Tired and puzzled,
he went off to bed. The mext morning
at breakfast his wife said to him,
“George, T think I can tell yvou what is
amisg with our elock.” *“Well, what is
it? he aeked sbarply, "It wants wind.
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Meryasrs, George Bell and Sens announce
the publication, wnder the title “The
York Library,” of a smeries of atandard
and classical works, by Englixh and Ame-
rican authors, and translations from
foreign launguages. They are printed in
& convenient size for the pocket {Glin.
x. 4{in.), on thin but opaque poper, and
are ncatly bouond in eloth. The first
of the serics is Coleridge’s “Aids to Re-
flection™ and “Confessions of An Inguir-
ing Rpirit,” to which are prelixed Dr,
James Marsh'a preliminary essay to the

“Aids”  cviginally publisked in 1320,
Works by Motiey, Emerson, Hauitt,
Hawthore, Drnper, Fielding. ete, are
to follow is Lhe sanme series.

Comni:ander Booth-Tucker, of the Sal-
vation Army, used to like to deseribe how
he avoided a duel in Imdia duving his resi-
denee in the Punjab. Az, Hooth-Tueker
was in the Dritish civil serviee at the
time, bat Bre already inclined towards the
Salvation Ay, and such sn inclination
made him natural ly 2 foe to brawling.

He was seated in o lonely railway sto-
tion one afternoon, whem a (ierman sol-
dicr, a tourist, entered. This German
had bren drinking. He was in a bellicuse
humour, and he began at onee to pick a
quarrel with Mr, Booih-Tncker. The bat-
ter maitt nothing to help on the gnarrel,
kit nevertlicless the German worked him-
geli into a freuzy, Finally be exelaimed:

“One or the other of us two, sir, will
not leave this reom alive.”

“Stay here and die, then,” said  Mr.
Booih-Tuclker, apd he avese and went out
quickly, slanuning the door behind hiw,

The artistie world is, says the Paris
¢envrrespondent of the “Chronicle,” eap-
erly diccussing the remarkable works of
a Polish lhoy named Thaddews Styka,
Hvipg in the IMalace Pigalls, He ia only
thirteen vexrs of age, but has alraady
exhibited at Lhe Salon, and is now en-
gaged on hia works, both in painting
ard seulpture, for this year's exhibition.
The lad has mever hnd any lessons ex-
copt from bis father, who iz alio an
artist; bat at the very early age of four
had already begum to make capital
sketehes, At seven, when he was being
educeted by the Jesuit Fathers at
Yaugirard, some of his drawings were
shown at the children’s exhibition at
Paris, and he was awarded the gold
medsl, His siyle of painting reminds
one foreiliy of that of enner.

A full hiography of Tschaikowsky,
writien by ike composer’s brother, is
now appearing in the Russianx ond the
Gorman languages. The book makea
much more lv clv reading than one would
have expected. The musician™ opinion
of the music of bis  eentemporaries
secms to have been the reverse of fiat-
tering. Of Wagner'’s “Ring” he says
that “there never was such endless and
tediows twaddle,” He alzo had only the
smalleat opinion of Brahms, of whum
he writes, Iu a letter to Fran Ven Muck,
“I will tell you, without false modesty,
that I rask myseli mmeh higher thon
Drahms™; aml ke adds that if he visiled
Brahms Lie could ,as an honourable and
fetthtul man, only aay; “Herr Bralms,
I consider vou n eomposer ungifted, pre-
tentiows, anil bereft of ereative power.
i hy no means p[nve your aloft, and I
look duwn upor yon with disdein” IF
Braluns had been this addressed. he
wonld probably have knocked hia bro-
ther composer on the head with a folio
fuli acore. Perhaps Brabms thonght as
wmeanly of Tschajkowsky!

An amusing incident is told by a Mel-
buurne wriiet in tonnection with the first
visit of John Reberts to Australia, De-
fore Jolm made his first public appear-
ance in Sydney two frienda took him to
*Uns” Wnongenhei’s hotel, and intvo-
duced iiim Lo the proprictor as “Mr, Wal-
ker, a siorckeeper from Gundagai”
who wue intenecly fond of aliards, and
played a zond gnike on lis own table, in-
duced “Mr. Walker,” after some peraus-
sion, {o accept 30 in 100, and play him
for drinka, Uus gave & mia# in balk. and
“Mr. Walker” wnlked out in an unfinish-
ed break. Wnangenheim wns & very clever
earicaturiat, and his two fviends declared

Gus., "

that if he eonld have "caupht™ hin owm
face as “Mr, Wilker® piled up his score,
it would bave been u fortune to him. How-
ever, when subsequentiy let into the joke,
“Gus™ thoroughly entered into the spirit
of it, and whenever anybody ata to
ehaff him about “Mr. Walker from Gun-
dagni,”* “Gus.” always scored by retort-
ing, “Py gracious! 1 avire I van de enly
Foan in Aistralia vat ever gave John Rob~
eris points, anyway!”

Mrs L. T. Meade's new novel, “Resur-
gam,” bas for ity plot a situation that
has been used befora in fiction, bub ahe
has miade the most of it. A young Eng-
lish girl, Josgn Galbraith, ascends an
Aipine peak willh Denis Waring, whom
she has et only a few daya before. A
cloud eomes down upen them, and thoy
are obliged Lo remnain all night together
on the sunmit. as to move woull mean
almost ceriain destruction, As Boon sd
the fact becomes known at the hotel the
tongue of scandal is unloosed, and Joan's
character is geriously compromised, In
orvder to save her reputation Waring
offera her marriage, which she accepts,
not knuwing thai ke loves another
wontan, though e ia not ectually enm-
gaged lo ler. This is oniy the beginning
of ihe story, which is decidedly interest-
ing, the scena changing from Switzer-
land to Crete, whero Waring is engaged
in exploration work, and then tc tha
Eust Ind shuns. The wickedness of Mra
Penrose, who does all she can to maks
miachief, both before Joan's marriage
aud afterwavds, in opvder to merve her
own ends, elniost goes beyond the limita
of prebalility.

Ar D, Field writes to the London
“Times” from 4, Royal Areade, Oid
Bond-strect W.: “I have plensure in
sending herewith r phetograph of an im-
teresting Truansvaal stamp—a 5/ one
with the King's head inverted. This is
tlhe first stamp on which the King's por-
trait hus appeared in this position, and
it wilt probably be tle fast to be issued
80, Whe grealest care is takem in pro-
ducing British and coloninl stamps, and
ihey ave examined as carefully as bank
notes Lefore being esuad, se that it is
#l} the more ewiprising tlat the error
way not deteeted.  Messrs De la Rue and
Co, print the stamps, and this is wae
first iime, ns far as [ can recollect, taat
an error of ihis description had win-m-
aled from them. I have two specimens
of this error, possibly the only ones in
existence, aml these were obtained by
a Johannesburg solicitar in the ordinary
way of business frem the local post-
office. The error was detected before
more were issvwed, and the rest of ihe
sheet destroyed.”

A mnn is mensured by his power Lo
prow—to beecome larger, bronder, nobler.
The intensily of his desire to Teach ont
and up detines his cuparcity for develop-
ment.  Apyone, young or old, posscssed
by a passion for growth iz constantly
adding to his kavwledge, always pushiag
his horizen a bittle further. Every day
he gnins additional wisdom; every uight
he iz o little larger thuu he was in (he
morning. He keeps growing as long ss
he lives. We nften find plants and treca
that are wot fully developed, but have
reacked the limit of their growih., They
cannot be made to rns.pnml ta the woo-
ing of rich suil or copious watering. The
power for ihe extension of cell life
sepms to  lhuve deported. There me
mnny human plants of similar nature.

Enrly in life they settle inte grooves
from which nothing can displace ihem.
There is no further growih, no more pro-
presg for them. They have reached
their goal, Fmployees often Lhink that
they are kept back designed!y, and that
oibers lesa deserving nre pur.hnd ahend
of themy, when the I&l] trouble is with
theruselves. They have ceased to grow,
They continne 1o move in o civele. They
have not Leen wise enough to leep pace
with the fvend of the times. One keeps
young as long as one keepe reeeptive.

Thre offcet of o full, strnighiforward
gnze on Lthe person to whom one is spenk-
iy is not as a rale suficiently considered,
And yet there is nothing in personal intec-
course that earrivs more weight than a
direct gnze. [t iy tha nredivun for sym-
pnthy, the wental telegenphy that bringa
speaker awd hearer i teuch witl ench
ather, Everyone lins experienerid the gene
of telking to & person whoar wondering
glances belray their part of intereet, but
one often fails 1o analyse the sablle nt-
traction of no siicolive eye that stimu-



