
certain cabbage tree. To tbla the men

cheerfully agreed and set to work. Their
task seemed a hopelean one, but they -were

VeternUued to eoeeeed, and ao they 'did;
for, finding It Impossible to reach the cab-

bage tree in lime, they dux up the tree find

planted it at the end of the drain. They
.went to the races.

’ The London "Sportsman,” in referring
to the New Zealand bred Gold Medallist,
who was thia year again awarded the

King’s Premium, says:—The son of Medal-

lion la one of the finest horses that have
ever been shown for a premium. As a

racehorse, he. was considered the most bril-

liant two year-old that ever raced In New

Zealand. In England be never ac'cHinß-

iiaed properly, bo far as racing went, and

trainers could make nothing of him; but

there can be no possible doubt (is to hl«

great merit, and. coming of one of the best
branches of No. 1 family, he Im very likely

h® get racehorses, as
well as hunters, if the

chance is ever given him.

At the recent meeting of the stewards

of the Western Jockey Club (America), J-

O. Keene, who had trained Irish Lad,- the

most successful colt of the year in Russia,

wan granted a license to train this year. It

had been in doubt, as Ihe Russians had sus-

pended him. believing that he bad used

dope. Keene vigorously denied this, and

gives as bis reason for such great success

mh he had with his horses that he did not

wall and allow his horses to get hog fat.

ns is the practice in Russia, but got to

work with them early, thereby having his

string half fit when l hey emerged from

their winter .quarters, and ready to go to

strong work at once.

The quest lon of jockeys is still a burn-

ing one in Franc*, and, with the amounts

open for winning owners and the expenses
of keeping up a racing Stable; it is hard

to see where ail the money is to come

fioui for the payment of -those American

riders whose emoluments exceed a Cabinet

Minister's. There is no betting to speak of.

Field money is almost unknown, and when

those who Jay the odds find the public un-

willing to back more thanone or two out of

a large field, the prices quoted can be any-

thing but remunerative to many of the
gambling owners who have taken up rac-

ing as a variation to speculation 041

"Change.”

Betting is brisk over the A.R.C. Grand

National double, as short a price as hun-

dreds to six being accepted about Up to

Date and Haydn. Mr IL Clelaim reports the

fv-lowing business:—

MX) to 10 Up to Date-Mocassin.
230 to 12$ Up to Dale-Haydn

to JO Up io Datc-HipKtone
500 to 15 Spalpeen-Haydn.
bon to 10 Banana Rannna
MX) to 5 Tupara-llaydn
WKJ to 5 Vai Rosa-Comfort
SOO to 10 Slow Tom-Slow Tom

Mr J. Beckett reports the following—

300 to 6 Bpalpecn-Cannongate

200 to 0 Spalpecn-Haydn
200 to 4 Spalpeen -Comfort
200 to 10 Up to J*ate-Haydn
309 to 9 Up to Date-Cnnnongate
300 to 5 Haydn-l’apatu
300 to 3 Haydn-Cannongate
200 to 8 Haydn-Slow Tom
300 to 7. Mars-Haydn
200 to 4 Mars-I’rlncess of J hole

The news that Mrs Langtry is going to

make a serious business of the breeding of
thoroughbreds will he no surprise to those
who know how passionately she has loved a
horse ever since she could toddle in the
Jersey lanes, says an exchange. She was

barely eleven when she became the owner of
one undivided moiety, of a real racehorse,
fhe name of “Flirt”- theother half belong-
ing to a sporting brother of tender years.

••Flirt'’ cost the partners £4 10/, and, be-
yond boasting four legs, seemed dear at
the price. Mrs Langtry loves to lecull all
the little artifices by which they concealed
"Flirt’s” real character from their father,
the Dear., and smuggled her out to the com-

mon for her trial spins. “Flirt” was no
fraud in any sense of the word, and xe-

yvftrded her owners’ confidence by winning

the first race she ran In, and £3O by way of
a prise. Could-any enm«l sportswoman de-
sire a etart, and who can wonder

that l*efore' she had reached th* dignity of

long feorks Miss 1> Breton bid bought
several successors tv ••Flirt?”

The Ashburton racecourse. Is, I have al-
ways maintained, the fastest of all South-
ern racecourses upon which any great
amount of raring has taken place. It was

on that convincing-ground that Tasman,
nearly 16 years ago. established the then
New Zealand mile and a-haIf record of 2m

3«js. This was lowered in the spring of

1902 by Nonette,who carried a much bigger
impost than Tasman. There*have been no

emi of brilliant performances from a time
point thereon over short courses as well

as long ones. Secret Society’s 2.22js con-

stitutes a New Zealand record for a mile
and three furlongs from a barrier start,
and is not milch outside the Australian re-

cord. One i» tempted to ask what a flyer
like Achilles would do thereon. Reduction,
the winner of the Pony Race, with a flying
start ran the four furlongs on this course

in 48 3-ss; Lady Lillian, carrying 9.9, dead-

heated with Mohican, 7.0, over six furlongs,
doing that distance in 1.15; and Ability ran

six furlongs in 1.15 1-5. Horses like Ad-

vance and Achilles would break all New

Zealand records on this course.

The death is announced at Wanganui of

Mr George Elliott, who for many years

identified himself- with the publication of

the New Zealand Stud Book, which work

his father before him brought out. Mr
Elliott was born in Nelson, New Zealand,
where bls father, Mr Charles Elliott, come

to reside from England in 1840, and there
established the Nelson "Examiner.” His

sou George, the deceased, was born two

years later, and received his education in
the Nelson College, and was afterwards in

his father's printing office, but did not fol-
low the business long. On the death of his
father about thiity years ago he took up

the editing of the Stud Book, and continued
to do so until the New Zealand Racing Con-
ference look it over. He was an enthusiast

on pedigree lore, and but for thata work of
national Importance would not have been

continued, as it must have been, at great

pecuniary loss and but small reward. To the
deceased the country is largely indebted
for the preservation and the completion of
the thoroughbred record we have to-day.
and when the history of the New Zealand

turf is w’ritten, the name of George Elliott
must occupy a prominent place In Its pagers,
as also that of his father. Mr Charles
Elliott, or Nelson, and Mr A. Elliott, collec-
tor of Customs. Wanganui, are brothers of
deceased. who died on Sunday, in the Wan-
ganui Hospital.

The decision of the Appeal Judges in the
Convoy-Gladsome and Platypus-Benefac-
tor cases has made it abundantly evident
ihat the rules of racing, which have been
amended time after time, stand in need of
still further amendment, so that it will be

impossible for intelligent men appointed
to conduct race meetings in ,the interests
of the people to . interpret them iu any
other .way than one having for its end anil
nim the protection of innocent and straight-
forward owners.’ Etperts have interpret-
ed the rules bearing on these particular
cases in different ways, and the judges who
constituted the final Court of Appeal,
Three in number, have done what they
conceive to be their duty. They have
read the law as they found it, and have
construed it strictly in a legal sense. Yet
it must be patent to anyone who studies
our very imperfect racing catechism that
the rules were framed to guide all con-
cerned in racing and to prevent malprac-
tice or fraud in its conduct, not to be op-
pressing and permit of the infliction of
severe punishment upon innocent persons
such as the judgment of the Appeal Court
carries with it. and the owners of Glad-
some and Benefactor will have a large
measure of sympathy on their side.
In connection with the Gladsome case it
is asserted that a few weeks ago a provin-
cial sportsman offered to insure Mr. Reid s
case at three per cent, outside the races
won at Wellington by Gladsome whin
carrying the same unlicensed rider. Sir
George Clifford, Mr Bradley, and Mr J.

Holmes are owners interested.

A question of interest in racing circles

has arisen over the legality of a disqualified

hvise.owner to bld fit a sale of a winner on

• racecourse. At the last>Hibernian races
at Orange-<N.R. W.), the winner of the Pub-
lic Auction Brakes, of £lO, was Mr Quinn’s
Tiny, the conditions ef the race being that
thewinner was to be-sold for £lO, with al-
lowances off the selling price down to .nil.
The horse was offered andbought in by the
owner for £2O 10/, the owner thus losing
10/. Feeling that he was unnecessarily run
up, he discoveied that the principal bidder

against him was a person who, it was al-
leged. had not long before been disqualified
for throe years, the disqualification being
endorsed by the A.J.C. Mr Quin took legal
advice. . mid subsequently

*

applied to the

Hibernian Club for lOgs. as money wrong-
fully withheld from him. The committee
decided to refuse the application, and legal
proceedings are threatened. The opinion
of Mr Cllbborn, secretary of the A.J.C.,
was obtained, and he, on the details sent
to him, considered that the sale whs not
conducted according to .A.J.C. rules, inas-
much us a disqualified personhad no right
in the enclosure, the club being liable to a
tine of £2O for allowing him there. The club
hold that they had no official knowledge of
the disqualification, nor of the presence of
rhe poison referred to in the paddock, and
that the sale was therefore bona fide.

Those who have seen the Trotting Derby
fit Caen will be persuaded’that rhe French
half-breeds, as three-year-olds, are hard to
beat on the trotting track, but for speed
and . endurance they cannot be compared
with the thoroughbred (says the London
‘‘Sportsman’s” Paris correspondent). In
1878 Baruii Fiiiot backed his game little
mare, Jaclnfhe, against Zethus, a well-
known American trotter. The distance to
be covered was eighteen miles and three-
quarters. Jacinthe not only won as she
liked, but a few days afterwards won a
race over a country. This match led to

another. Baron, Flnot ran Triboulet, a

steeplechaser, who was a long way from

being first, or even second class, against
Tambour Battant, belonging to M. Amedee
Khan. Tambour Battant was considered
to be a very good horse on the road, and
the match was made to be run on the mac-
adamised road surrounding the racecourse
at Longchamps and over a distance of 25

miles. The trotter was driven in a light
American machine, and Triboulet was rid-

den, with the condition that he was to gal-
lop the whole distance, while the trotter

had no restriction as to pace. Triboulet
revered the distance in a little over an hour
and twenty minutes, while the trotter,
after going two-thirds of the distance, was

dead beat, and had to be pulled up.

When the Polo Pony Society turned its
attention to the preservation of our native

breeds of ponies, and the maintenance of

their correct type, they perhaps initiated
one of the most important movements in

modern horse-breeding (writes “The British
Yeoman” in the "London Sporting Times”).
The polo pony may, or may not, be an

exotic, but theie is no doubt about the

hardy ponies that wander at will about
the hills of Wales, the Highlands of- Scot-

land, the Cumberland fells,- or the -New
Forest. They are hardy enough, and no

horse can do as much work on so little food
in proportion to tileir size as our native
breeds of ponies. That, they would have

disappeared or been bred out of recogni-
tion, at any 4ate for some time, is unlikely,
even if the Polo Pony Society came to the
rescue. But it is obvious to any observant
man that the improvement of these native

breeds of ponies tendedin the direction of

harness. It is the riding pony that is the

special care of the Polo Pony Society, and

1 lake leave fb think that the riding pony
is of national Importance. For he is the
best; indeed, it would scarcely be too much
to say that he is the only foundation from
which to breed remounts for mounted in-

fantry. Those who have seen, as I have,
the weights that these diminutive Exmoor
and Now Foicst ponies can carry through a

"rounding up” won’t require much persuad-
ing on that point.

The third supplement of the last volume
of the English Stud Book came to hand by

the last mall. It contains a return of brood
mam for 102-3, a4td a list of foals for
1903. The iota! umeber of *ma¥es accounted
fnr in 1003- was' MB4. time 1665 toad
celt foals, 14W5 ttlly foals, 1276 were barren.
721 slipped their- foals, and 1098 were not
covered, or put out of count itr some other
wav.* A record of 1275 barren ms roe against
’3O6C with foals gives an Idea of
the owner of a mare takes in paying a stud

fee of two or three hundred guinea* for a
f?.rtiionable sire. Turning tt» the sires and
the foals, I find that our old friend A*bcif
ecim hag only three to his credit. Bill of

Portland, who is supposed to have missed
u good many of tits mares during his last
season in AustraHa, got 22* foals In 1903.
Mr Aliisou says he did'well with his public
m»’es. but not with his owiicr'-s, whk’h,
Mr Allison says, were too fat. Aurum only
got six foals, aud they were all Allies. Car-
bine is credited with 22-, but two of thdse

d?<*d. Chain Hhot (New- Zealand) had 3,
C hicago 1, Gold Medallist 2, Kirkham 2,
Merman 10, Mousquetalre 4, Narelkui 1,
I’atrbu 10, Resolute 4, Stoccado (Cranbery)
4. and Trenton 14. Newhaven. of course,
does not appear. The Messrs Wotherly,
will not admit him in the Stud Book, be-
cause he cannot be traced back to English
sou ces. Of the crack sires, Bt. Frusquin
got ‘*2 foals, Persimmon 26, Orme 22, Ladas

27, Isinglass 29, Gallinule 30, Florlzell 11.-
30. and Ayrshire 26. Despite his age, St.
Simon had a very good year, there being
19 foals credited to him.

The Ashburton County Ra’cing Autumn

Meeting was hold in perfect weather, and

there was probably a record attendance on

the opening day, though quite half the

visitors went by express train from Christ-
chiirch. On the second day, however,
there was a very marked falling-off,- due
to the fact that it was raining heavily all
through the night and during the morning
in Christchurch, and people there were
under the impresiou that It would be wet

also at the popular country meeting, and

thus refrained from making the journey.
The racing on both days was interesting,
and a few horses of a useful class Were
seen out, none better than .Lady Lillian,
who, if yet somewhat behind her best form*
is showing signs of Improvement and. may,

(before the se»wn closes, win andtheir
race or two. She only started in a six-
furloug race on the first day. and in that
dead-heated with Mohican, whom she was

conceding 371b. Some thought Monican
should have won, but the mare would beat
him at the weight on good going if they
were to meet agaiu. Petrovna was nqt
seen at her best in her only race, and will

likely do better at an early date. She
came out and caused Stepdaneer, on whom
Victor Cotton had the mount, to run wide
in the Autumn Handicap, or that mare

might have won. As it was, she suffered
a beating from the favourite, Secret So-
ciety, who lit this was beaten three-quar-
ters of a length by Terrapin. Secret So-

ciety likewise met with a slight interfer-
ence when making his run. This is a

useful horse. Terrapin stands out as

about the fourth best—that is. for racing
over a distance of ground. Goldspur can

still gallop a few’, furlongs fast., and looks
as well as ever, and his win in the final

race over a moderate lot was’ easily ach-
ieved. Outside those mentioned there was

nothing out of the ordinary racing, unless

I mention Ability, who is a three-year-old
with possibilities that may, with age,

make a useful horse, and a likely one
to race over hurdles with credit. There
were several useful sorts among the pon-
ies, though Bealey, the best of them, would
haveno chance with the best of the Auck-

land ponies on even terms. Some of the
ponies that ran will improve With racing
and age, and Miretta, a threc-ycar- old, and
Manjess* a four-year-old, are a pair that

may pay their way In pony events. By
her inches, however, Reduction is of good
class.

The totalisator seemed to be in a bad
way in Tasmania a little while back. The

Lotteries Amendment Act, now going
through Parliament, deals with the tota-
lizator. The Government, as is. the ten-

dency of Governments nowadays, wanted
to make something out of the machine. The
Horse of Assembly agreed to let the Gov-
ernment retain 1 per cent, on the totali-
satoi turnover, and also half the "broken

Canadian - Australian
ROYAL MAIL LINE.

SPECIAL EXCURSIONS
TO

ST. LOUIS EXHIBITION
AND RETURN.

£72 1 3' } £72 1 3 I £52 1 3 £52 1 3

Hie magnificent New Steamer “MANUKA” leaves Sydney ICth Nay, ami
lather steamers on 13th June, 11th July, Bth August.

NEW ZEALAND PASSENGERS may connect at Suva .(Fiji) by leaving
Auckland on 18th May, 15th June, 13th July, 10th August.

UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANY OF N.Z., Ltd., Managing Agents.

OCEANIC STEAMSHIP COY,
(A. 8c A. LINE.)

CONCERNING

CT. I GUIS pXHIBITION?
&c.

TIME FROM AUCKLAND, 20 DAYS

THERE AND BACK, ....44
„

TIME ALLOWED 9 MONTHS
STEAMERS-6000 TONS, 17 KNOTS.

CLASSES—Ist, 2nd, 3rd. .

CANADA. AMERICA. ENGLAND.
20 DAYS TO ST. LOUIS. 27 TO LONDON.

ROUND THE WORLD BY ALL ROUTES.
lß°d iu’Xm.'uon Henderson & Maefarlane,

Or A««nt any N.Z. P«rt. FORT STREET, AUCKLAND-
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