- astonished voice, “Treacle! Well,
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¢ The ludy was somewhat excifed when
she enlered Lhe grocer's shop, and she
placed :the small tin she carried 'nn the
eounter with a bang.

. "This,”. she said, m.lhermgly, i- the
pamt you aold me for nse on stoves.
Xon said it would dry in five minutes,
aad make home look like & palace, I'va
had it on my stava for & week, and it
fan't dry yet. And, worat of all, it"s that
wlicky ['ve done nothing but wash my
hands every time l've touched it. 1t's
disgraceful to deceive people so!™

“[ beg your pardon, madam,” aaid
tha grocer, “but you bought » pound Lin
of treacle and a pound tin of paint at
the pame time, and that is the treaele”
- “Treaclet’” exclaimed the ladv, in an
1. sup-

" pose that recounts for the other thing!™

. filled wiih erushed iee.

“What other thring?’ asked the grocer.
- “Well, I made gome treacle-coffec with
the other. and [ suppose that is why Lhe
children have been ilb ever since.”

The last tem years have witnesaed
quita on upheaval of old-established
driuking cuatoma of this ecountry, and
ihe beverages which gave our fathers
gout are now out of fashion. A strik-
ing fealure of the present fashion ix Lhe
quantity of champagne. o This is con-
aumed, not ouly at dinner, but zt Iwn-
cheon, and people, who, iu old days,
would lhnve considered this an expensa
oaly te be incurred for a very grand
gathering, now dispense tiis expensive
wine on all ceeasions, Beandy and soda
is coming inle vogue again, and is now
almoat us often asked for as whisky zud
aodn, while the once tabooed sherry is
growing in popularily. A few yeavs ago
cromie de menthe waa the fashionalie
liqueur. and balf the people dining at
the Carlton and the Savey might have
Leen scen drinking through a sivaw that
brilliant green drink in  wine pglasses
Ten creme du
the had its day, and the millionairas
were inclined to favour a speeial drink
which had tiny seraps of pure gold fluat-
ing in an amber-coloured liqueur. But
olil liqgueur Lraadies are now move popu-
lar tiuan any of these fanciful eoncoc-
tions, and cherry brandy is much in fuv-
aur, Beer ia very seldom seen in fash-
ionalde circles, being reserved entirely
for family partisd. At the same iims

,Aome of the heads of the great brewing

houses—Lord DBurton, for instande—
make s point of always handing round
at dinner tiny tumblers filled with strong
ale of soue speciul brew,—“Hxpress,™
London. . :

' Mr F. Kticknann tells some interast-
jng stories in the “Leisure Hour™ - of
“Problems ef Bible - Translation,” la
these days when the Yellow peril is so
much in evidence, it is worth while re-
calling the preeautions faken by the
Chinese o century ago against the first
encronchment of the White peril. The
death penalty was over any native wio
asgisled a forcigner in the stwdy of the
Language. The wriler says:—"Morrison
entered Canton in w business capacity,
and became translator to the Kast India
Company, who provided him with a
hiding-pluce where he could carry on the
Bible trarzlation. This was in a warve-
house, used for the storage ef merchan-
dise, which was lighted by small win-
dows in the roof. A low tunnel, througi
which a man could creep, was construci-
ed of boxes aud bales from the doov,
for about half the length of the build-
ing, then up to the roof and buck to lhe
gadle, then down to the iloor on the
other side, and on to the cnd of ihe
wall; in this way it wandered om and
on, & perfect maze, til it ended -in a
covuer wlere boxes were buiit up so as
to form a shaft to the skylight., "Thera
Morrizon worked, with two Chinese
scholara whose confidenee hie had gained,

until the colossal tasik he had under--

taken was completed. He dared not ask
the nutives Lo his houee, and so great
was their divead of detention tiyt they
never came to assist him withou bring-
ing arseuic in order to poison themn-
selves sliould they be discovered by the
Mandarins. The prepavation of this
Chinerse Hible cost the Sociely about
£ 10,000." Ierils of anotler kind have
beset (he (ranslator.  In the Eskimo
Ianguage “the missionery had to render
‘thie Lamb of God' 2y ‘tle Little Xeal ot
God," since sheep were unknown ia
Labradoe,” Fn New Dritain the tvans-
lator was weekivg some native idiom to
eonvey -Liwe idea 'of a binding ‘cath, when
8 chief supfeated that the desired
plrase was, “I would ralber speak io

my wife's mother than do such and
mteh & thing”' In Dritish Columbia
misslonery wented his . cetechist to
trarnslate “A crown of glory that fad.
eth not away.” ‘this was done to the
salisfaction of all concerned, but ultim-
ateiy the missionary found to his horror
that it bad been rendered “A hat that
never wears out”! A Hindu Pandit was
much exercised by the promise in Gene-
sis, “Joaeph shall put his hand uwpon
thine eyes," which is geuerally takem to
refer to the clesing of the eycs aflter
dealh, -The Pandit said, “[ ean’t undeyp-
stand this story of Joseph. He seenmed
such a good som, and his father so fond
of him, How comes it, then, that Lley
have a stand-vp fight, and Joseph, bring
the sironger, Liti his fail:ey on the eye
#o hard as to close it?" There was no
help for it but te render the passage:
“Joseph shall conduct thy fusneral cete-
moniegs.” i A

Relgium is  profmbly tlhe most demo-
cratic of ull ithe monarchical States. The
King of the Belgians not onfy does not
habitually wear a erown, but has not even
got 8 erown o wear. Na coronalion cere-
mony is known to the Constitution, the
Hovereiun maugmnlmg liia reagn leplv
by taking an osil to govern according to
the laws. Muoreover, the births of his
ehildven, if he Jas any, must be registered
in cxactly the sume phraseolopy and in
the same sot of baoks as the births of the
humblest of his subjects, and anyone who
likes {0 pay a small fee is culitled to ab-
tzin 4 copy of the cortifieate. King Leo-
pold himacli is entersd aa “matursl and
legitimate son of Leopold George ‘Chris-
lian Irederick, King of the Belgivms, and
Lowise Marin Theresa Charlotte Isabrella
of Orleans, Quesn of the Belgiuns,” his
nathe inunedialely following that of the
son of an artisan of the Rue Ifaute. The
King, wien his bealth permitied, used lo
be a great walker. his favourite com-
panlon on his walks being his English
gardener, Mr. Knight, who lhas often ex-
preased astonishnient at hiz great pedes-
trian powers, Hia own subjects do not
always recognise him on theas occasions,
and a story of a familiat kind is told of
his visit to the cotiage of an olidl Flemish
woman who gave him & glass of milk,
Presently he heard her muttering in
PFlemish, “Well, I wonder Low mucl: that

- long-ngsed Lnglishman i3 going io pay

me for the milk”” - The King replied in
ile sae linguage, presenting her with a
five-franc pieee, “Madam, do me Lhe fa-
veur of aerepling Lhis portrait of the
long-rosed Fnglishinam”

Jn “La Revne ™ M. Heari Coupin dis-
easses the facetiona apirit of anbmals,
the exteat to which they play practi-
cal jokes, whether simply for amuse-
ment, er, a3 much more often happens,
to revenge themacklves, or get some-
thing on which they bave . set thehr
hearts.  As might be  expected, man-
keys are fondest of playing practical
jokes.  Davwin long ago noticed in
them an unbounded feeling: for the
gomtie, thourh it must he adwitted that
in alt jokes played by moukeys there
sees more vengeance than any other
sentiment. 1log+. . however, often
show @ genwine senae of fun, but what
is wmel less generally Koown, s0 ocra-
sionally do bulls, - Heme yeara ago, re-
Iates & Frenchman vesident in India:—
YL oectpied o house  suvreunded  hy
several weres of fine pasture land. The
fine. grass of this euclosure tempted
much czttle from the village, and, when
e gates were open, fhey did  nob
seruple to come in. Ay servants did
their best 1o drive away the invaders,
but one day they came to me, consid-
erably perturbed, saying that a Frah-
win hull which they had beaten had
fallen down dead. {Ihese are, of
conyse, sacred and privileged animaly,
inviolable.) Lgarning that the maraund-
cr was dead, [ went at once to see il;
there its body lay, seemingly quite dead.
A good deal annoyed by this cireum-
stance. which might cause me troubie
with the natives, I was not long in
making a detailed examination, and [
hastened 1o return to the house, 3
ing to go and inform the authoriti
at once of what had happened. I had
Leen gone rome tizne whenm n mom or-
rived running delighted Lo tel me that
ilie bull had got on Lo ils feet, mnd was
quietly grazing.  Suffice it to nay that
the animal bad a habil of pretending to
Le dead, thus rendering it lmpoteblu
ta turn him out, whenever he found
himaetl I ‘s pince” which: pleased him
anl which he did not  wiik to leave.
This viwe was repeated several Llncs »u

the iavitabion arrives.

an to enjoy my excelient turf” Kle-
phants can also play practical jokea,
a3 ‘salsy can certaln birds, notabiy pu:-
rota, But most of the cases cited rer-
tainly show little trave of pure fun or
humony, mird & great desd ul‘ malice or
simple greedicess.

Joerome K. Jerome [ contribuiing
weekly some “Blore Lile Thoughis of Au
Idle Fellow” to “M.APM™  Although
thess “after-thoughts” do not equal the
tirat workings of his quaint brain, they
aré occasionnlly reminiscent of hia
earlier work. le discussed the Ameri-
can girl:—“How does she do it? That
is what the European girl wanis to
know, The American girl! She comes
over here, and, az a British matron, re-
duced to slang by force of indignation,
ance exclaimed to me: “You'd think thc
whole blessed show belonged Lo her”
The European girt is hamprred by her
relatives; she has to avcount for her
futher; to explain away, if possible, het
grandiather. The American gitl sweeps
them asider “Don't you worry ahont
them,” she says to the FLond Chawnber-

lin. “It"s awsnlly good of you, Tmt
don’t you fuss yourseli. Tm lovking
after my old people. That’a my art-

ment. What 1 want you to do ix just
to listen to what [ am saying, and then
huatle around. 1 can fill up your time
all right by myaelt,” ey father may
be o soap-boiler, her grandmother may
bave gone out charing, “That's all
right,” she says to her Ambnssmdor:
“tiay're not eoming, You just take my
card and te!l the King that when he’s
got a few minutes to apare 'Y be pleas.
ed to gee him'* And the extracrdinary
thing is that, a day or two afterwards
A modern writer
haa said that “I'm Murricnw” i3 Lhe
Civis Romanus sem of the present-day
womat’s world. The lale King of Sax-
ouy did, I believe, on one oceasion make
a fechble protest at Being asked to re-
ceive the daughter of a  retail boot-
maker. The young. lady, nnnplu
the moment, telegmphed to her
in Defroi e answer came back
morniug: 't eall it selling—pracii-
eally giving them away—aee advertises
ment.” The lady was presented as the
daughter of an eminent philanihropist.
It ia due lo her to admit that, taking
her aa & clags, the Akmerivan girl is o
distinet gain to Burspean Hoeiety. Her
influence is againat convention awd in
favour of simplicity. One of T
greatest charms,  in the eyes of the
luropean mam, is lhat she listens to
Nim. I eznnot say wheiber ¥ does her
any good. Maybe she does nnt remem-
Ver it all, but while yen are talking =she
does give you her altention, . The EKug-
lish woman does nob alwaya.,  Bie
greets you pleasanily enough, “ive sn
often wanted Lo wmeet yon,” she saya:
“myust you veally go?* 1i «frikeg you
as sadden ns you lad no intention, of
going fur hours. Tt the hind iz loo
plain to be ignored. You arve prepating
to agree that you really mast  when,
logking round, you gather that the last
remark was not addeessed to youw, bub
to anpther gentleman who is shaking

“okl,

hands with her. “Now, perhaps, wa
shall be able to talk for five nuuutes,”
she nays. “1've so oftes wanted (0 say
that 1 shall never forgive youw. You
hare been simply horrid” Again yom
are eonfuaed, until yon junp to Lie con-
cinaion that the latter porijive of the
npeech v probably intenled for quile
another party with whom, at ihe mo~
menk, her back towards you, she is en-
gaged in & whispered convercalion, When
he is gone ahe turna agnin {owards youw.
But the varied expressions that pass
across her face while yan are discusaing
with her the n:tQ'nli!y of 1he Breal pulicy
bewilder you. ~ When, explain
own difficaity in nrriving at w conelus
yon remark that Great Britgin is an is-
fand, she roguishly shakes her heal.
1t u not {hat aheg has fnrgut{on her
geography, it fa that abe is comlucting
a ronveraation by sigps with 4 lady at
the oiher end of ihe 7oom.  When you
observa Lhat the working claszaca muat
be fod, ®whe smiites archly whila mure
muring: “Oh, do you really think so?™

The story of “Kathleen Mavonr.
naen,” the beautiful song composed by
the late Profesanr Crouch, in recalled
by a elaim that hias just been made by
the demd musician's dunghrer.  Bixtye
saven years ago Professor Croneh wau
a bankrupt.  Now a dividend on the
cxrtaie has leen paid to 1he credifors,
and A l!uuglncr of the composer hag
appented in London na elaimant to 1ho
residue of lier father's estate,  Profes-
sor Crotch was horn in 1805 in Worren-
gtreet, ®t. Pancras, and died in the
Uniied States  in 1806, His  famous ©
song first appeared im the “ Alelrnpoli-
tan Maonthly Magazine” and he obloin-
pd LIo0 for tha performing  rights.
That was all the aulhor ever obtained
for his composition. It lhas, however,
earned 1lhousands of pounds for singers
end publishers,  In the early days of
the nineteenih ecentury {hersa were 1wo
beantiful actresses named Landia Pear-
gan,  They were aunt and unicee, the
nunt bcuw asaociated with Drury Lanc.
It was th(\ niece whoin  Professor
Croueh warried, and it s ler cldesk
danghier, Mrs. Cynthia  AMawdsley, a
vesident of the United States of Awe-
riea, who haa inslituled the present
claim.,  She is now seveniy-one yoars
bt many years ago the sang nt
Tler Fiajusty'™s Theatre, Lowlon, at the
time when BIme. Alboni and Signor ha-
blache were in their  zenith, A gar-
den at Ventonville that once belomzed
to the prafessor is said to be invindet
in the estate. 1t has now lLeen built
upen, and has beecome & \ullnhle [no-
perty,

e T—————————
e ———

Sowe people apend a lifetlme T
In huuling after gerins, '
Aud Ly the time they've kilfed them,
They've grown &i LIg A8 worus;
Microbes would LISU ndien te eacth,
Chist troublea wouil be fewer,
Lite would he gy, if every ong
Took WOODY GREAT IErMERMINT
SULLEL .
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