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thirty inchey high running across the
end. On this sfood a square tin, which
on esaminatiun £ found to be a picnie-
cnse, divisible into two portions. Save
for a few crumbs, ik was empty. Thers
was a slight gathering of rust in the
vorners of the bottoin compurtment,
but with this exception the tin had the
nppearance of being in daily use,

I confess that each of my discoveriea
so far had only succeeded in more com-
pletely mystifying me, That the stable
hud been ocrupied recently-——perhaps
was atill in oceupation—was obvious;
but had this any connection with the
burglary of Dr, Gresham's consulting-
room? My experience so far had not
brought me in contact with eriminals
who were in the habit of carrying ex-
pensive  pienic  cases along with  the
ather implements of their trade.

But the erux of the problem waa yet
to come. | had replaced the picnie-
ense on the bench, and was standing
hack comtemplating it, when my eye
was attracted to something white stick-
ing in the skirting-bourd below. I
found this objret to be an envelope, and
it had either been placed or, more prob-
ubly, had fallen acvidentally in such a
manner that it was held by one corner
against the front of the bench. It was
sealed, stamped, and directed, in what
=eenmed to me either a hurried vr ugitat-
ol manner, to—

HROBERT AsSHEL,
Solicitor,
High Street.

A further search of the iloor in this
vicinity led to one more lind, after
which 1 was able to disvover nothing.
This was a worn leather pocket-case,
viupty, which, owing partly to the dark-
uess of the stable, and partly to the
~imilarity of colour between it and the
carth between the cobbles, 1 had not at
tiv<t noticed.

{isaving the picnic-case, I took posses-
sion of the other two articles, und fas-
tening the stable door as I had found
it, made roy way back to the doctor's
house.

As I entered the lane [ caught sight
of the trap, now containing two tigures,
disappearing over the hill at the other
end. I bad evidently missed the doe-
tor, but 1| determined to go on, not-
withstanding, and see if I could elicit
any information from Miss Gresham.

The young lady seemied surprised to
see mie back so soon, und I now notieed
what at first had esvaped me, that she
was dressed in mourning.  Possibly, L
thought, the pallor and unbappiness of

tier countenance mirht be due to the
loss of some near relative. Apologising

for my intrusion, | banded her the poc-
ket-cuse, asking her if she could iden-
tify it as having belonged to ler bro-
ther.

“Yes,” she said at vnee, “that is Dr.
Gresham’s. I know it by these silk
stitches at the back, which 1 put in my-
self.”

“And this,” I said, handing her
letter; “but it is hardly likely——"

My words were arvested by a sudden
whiteness that swept across the girl's
face; she swayed, and, but for my arm,
wolld have falten. 1 assisied her to a
chair.

“Thank you,” she said. unsteadily.
have not been very well lately.”

the

51

“Perhape,” 1 said, embarrassed, “it
will be more convenient if 1 call when
Dr. Gresham §s back, Will you allow
we to ring for assistance?™

*“Uh, no,” she said, rousing herself; "L
assure you it is nothing. You were aay-
ing—abuut this lettery™”

=[ found it with the pocket-book in
the old stone stuble across the Ttoad.
There is also u square picnic-case there,
divided into two compartments—bave
you any knowledge of such o thingy”

“XNo,” she replied, “we have nuthing
of the kind.”

“‘There is something peculiar about the
stable,” I said. “'ls it supposed to be in
e v

"It has not been used fur the last
eighteen months,” she replied; ~not siuce
we first came to live here.”

“To wlom does it belong? [ asked.
in the girl seemed to show agita-
‘o Mr Burrow,” she said, at just,
in a curivus, hesitating voice.

“Does he reside in the
hood #*

“ke did,” she reptied, “he bourded at
the third house from this; but he is
gone*

“You think, then, the stable has not
been entercd with his knowledge and
cols i ™

"l feel certain of that,” she replicd.
“hut why do you ask these guestionss™

She lovked at me with cagerness, and
s it seemed to me a suspivion of dread.

“I hardly know,” | unswered. I am
puzzled by several things—the appear-
ance the plave presents of having been
oveupied, the presenee of the picnic-case,
the pocket-book, amd the letter. Are
yeu acyuninted with Robert Asher:”

N0 she said, "I do not know him.”

[ turned und took up iy lut, posseus
ed by a feecling of distrost, It was yuite
evillent to me that somothing material
lay Wehind the girls agitation, some-
thing which she was desirous of concenl-
ing: that it was in anhy way connected
with the robbery 1 conld harvdly believe.
yet how otherwise was it to he aceount-
ed fury I resolved hefore returning to
town to pursue the matter a lictle fur-
ther by endeavouring to obilain the pre-
sent wddress of Mr Barrow.

The third  howse from the doctir’s
proved o ha g I ville sianding close
te the vead, The door was apenel o
me by oan elderly wonsan in a widow's
cape who, on hearing my business, in-
vited me inxide.

- \'tlvll a friend of Mr. Marrow’ss™

neighbour-

she
Iexpliined that 1 was unaequainted

with the gentleman, bul desived (o in-

ew bl on a matter of buriness.

) wish [ vonld tell you,” she re-
plice, y thonght  very highly o
Mr. Hu s itdeed  did eve

wha knew him The anly fanle T
bad to tind with his wasx his manmer
of Teaving my hause™

SAnd how owas that?” ] asked,

T He mave mie to vetiee” she voplied,
“or did be drop the slightest hint of
desire to chaoge his lodgings.  He

st wallked ont one evening and never
viomie badkis nor have 1 leard of hin
sivee. Tt will be a wonth to-morrow
sinee e went. With other young wen
one might be able to come to a can-
clusion, but Mr. Barrew was ditfferent.
He was a pentleman, if ever there was
one, and his going away like that lLas
puzzled me more than b oean say.”
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 FRANK HARRIS & G0,
|

MONUMENTAL SCULPTORS

AND IMPORTERS,
Have transferred their Victoria Street Stock to

WELLESLEY STREET EAST
Opposite Art Gallery, and have Opened a RBranch

Yard at

WAIKUMETE,

Adjoining the Railway Siation, where a Stock
of Finished Memorials will be kept, and Orders
executed for work in any design.

We have a4 large stock of Finished Monuments
on haml, aml new shipments arriving regularly.

TELEPHOWNE 1430,

WELLESLEY STREET EAST, Opposite Art dallery,
And Branch WAIKUMETE.

GRAPHIC,

The field of my investigations now
showed signz of enlarging with a ven-
geance; I made no efort to bring o
back into & marrower composs

= Pethaps you can give me the in-
furnation 1 requ 4 sidd. " There
is an old stone stable along the road

ch o am told belongs to Mr. Bar-
; Bave you any knowledae whetlhier
e had given permission to anyooe 1o
use it for any purpose? ™

HNe? sle veplicd, looki Pzl
*it was kept locked, He vaed 10 k
# horse there at one tin bt 11k
Is months age, wnd it has oever heen
used sinee.  Were you wanthyg to rem
e

“1owas makiog dwquirie=" 1 said,
vaguely, as 1 orose. “Hy the wa
what becate of Mr, Barrow's linggrage

It s sl here” she replled, =)
as he left it.  Nothing s bheen lis-
turbed.”

- And you have  wmagde no i
whatever during the intervalr

= None.” she said. becomwd

yuiries

Hoagital

e, ™ Uh, sir, do you think { have doue
wrong?  ls there more jo this than we
think?  Miss Gresham——-"  She stop-

ped swddenly aamd bit her iy,
“You were  mentionin Miss Gres-
ham,” I s: s it huppoens, she was
sted e Deve”
“Here!™ med, ™to  this
house!  Buat Mi~x Uresham is hers every
day, sometimes 1wice a day— surely you
must e mistaken, M oanyuvone should
knaw where 3Mr, DBarrew is now i1 is
Miss tiresham.™
b opricked wp my ears.
1 asked.

Beeause,”

SHhow s that 1
" she sid, “they were en-
waged 1o be marri Poor, poor girl!
This s been a terrible blow to her”

[ vepeated my self. “Mres, Cowan,” 1
sitid, 1 may w5 well be frank with you
1 am a police aletective sent to ingnire

iato a robbery  which has been emn-
audtted at Do Gresham’s house, XNo
doubt  you have d of ityT

assented nervonsly,

Tell e I eantiuin 3, “all you know
thaut this matter, and if 1 cun elp
Fon to ascertain the present where-
nhoutz of Mr, HBurrow I will do so.
When Miss Gresham ealled here for the
tirst time after your ledger’s depariure,
didl she appear sarprised?”?

“Yes: shie was strick specchless,”

“And she endled  frequently  after-
wittds Lo inguive i you had any news
of him—every day, you tell me, and

sume times more  than onee—did she
ever snguest any explimation ™
“Noi she believed in bine and noth-

ing could shake lier. But she tell me
1hat her Drother, D, {doresham, ftook a
diferent view—that he tlhiought Mr.
Barrow had sun away to avoid the mar-
viage, sl e was very angry in conse-
quence. The doetor is very proud of his
sister. 1 have often thonght that
was a good thing  For  him that the
elder sister died instend of Agnes, for
1 believe it would have broken his heart
to lose her¥

ter? .
Yea:; she dicd in Novewher—four or
five months ago,  She haul never been
strong, but she went off very suddendy
ai ithe end. Poor Annie, it wus a greal
shovk to them,™

1 rose, feeling nothing further was
to be guined from Mrs. Cowan. 1t was
natural, 1 thought, that a woman shen
natural, 1 thoughr, thatr o woeman
shoull be inclined o make o mystery
of a puns sudden disapperance. but
my knowledge of buman nature, led me
rather tu side with the conclusion ar-
rived at by Dr. Gresham,  whe had
doubtless had upportunitics of judging
the wcter of his sister's lover which
were denied 1o hoth the wom Yet,
s bomade my way back to the otfee.
I could not aveid speenlating on the
iim Mizs Gresham had shown on
1 the letter new in owy pocl

The inspeetor heard my report with o
mimd evidently diztracted Iy ofher busi-
nes<, "l faney” he said, when 1 had
concluded, “that the trail bas been cross-

ed; there are probably two sets of vir-
1 hus been
ansd

cumstances here. No compls
mitde of this man’s disappearance,
in the absence of that it is not
of which the police can take counis
I will put Moulton on to make inquirjes
aliout the two large banknetes -we <hall
probahly have to arrest somreune; but
he will see to that. UGe to this lubert
Asher amd give bim the letter and  a<k
for anu explanstion.  There is certaindy
sitiiething Lhat requires mecounting for
there,  Beport to ame again I fwenty-
four hours, or sosner if yoir hear  any-
thing imporiant,”

1 turnel into High Steeet, and o few
steps hrought me fo the deorway  on
which the name 1 scughe was ribed,
Axher's ofliee, 1 Fonmd, wies up a Hight
of marrow ~tairs at the back  of (he
bidbiimr, 1 knoeked, and was bidilen to
enter. The vomn was small amd ddingy.
sthearpeted, with o few ordinary articles
of furniture. A table stood in  the
ventre, aml al this a man was sented,
fare townrds me,

“Rit down” he said, pointing with «

quill to a ehair vpposite nimg =1 will
attemd fo von in a moment.”
I oheyed.  and took  stock of  (he

person hefore me, as he continued busily
transenibing <ome docament that Tay be-
side him. e wuas probnbly net mors
than thivty ive vear= of age, Tt was al-
vesdy pavriadly bald, Th Aasawisp of
black hair in the centre of his narrew
Jorehead.  His feadures were sharp and
Dix complexion  darkly  sallow. His
exves, 1 notiead presently, wher hie raised
them to ask my business, were singlar-
Iy Tight in eolonr, and offered v ool
contrast to the genernl tone of his e
and complexion,

“T happened to be in Cave's Road this
morning,” F hegan: “probably veun know
the place?”

He Inid down the pen he lhad  been
holding.  with  exagwerated care, and

swung slightly ronund towards me. “Yea™
he said,

“AMy buxiness.” L continued, feeling
in my porket, “took me inte the ol
stable oppesite De. Ureslunn's: while
there | eame across  a  letter  which
uppears to be addressed to yon, hut hax
never been posted.”™ Y 1alE it down on
the blotting-pad before him as 1 apoke.

He dbd not dmmediately tonel it, e
sal Fouking slown at it tn sblence, =u
the stuble® he anid at wsr, “that i
strange.”

“It struck me as being strange,” 1 re-
marked.

CHARLES BAWEYN,

ESTIMATES ON APPLICATION,

Dewmi
Idn. Atalunta, Viking, Hangatd

JUN.,

SHIP, YACHT AND BOAT BUILDER AND DESIGNER,
CUSTOMS ST. WEST, AUCKLAND.

Grders for Vesssls, Yachts, Launches and Boate Promptly Exesuted,

VESSELS DOCKED AND REPAIRED,

ot of the Intercolonial Champlon Yachisi—Meteor, Laurel, Thalms; aleo, Bons.
Dab-i'. Cooyn, Matua. Bpaadwell Uire

A,
Livunohes—Naoml'?, Neomi ¥i., Unlew, Kuru. Milkmaid, aad masy othere.
BEST WORKMANBHIP AND MATRRIALE GUARANTERD.



