
tbe thieving practice® that have become

•o com moik it la not only the trainer with
one horae who plays the frame low* down,
l»ut men with well filled atablea are play-
ing It for nil there la to get, and until mi

example la made of lomft of the moat dar-

ing and Influential, the ao called sport of

kings Is likely to he flavoured with u very

unpleasant odour/*

Pho will known actreaa, Mr® Langtry,
who races under the name of ”Mr Jersey.”
recently paid n visit to Ormonde at Mr
McDonough’s ranch at San Francisco. “We
trained to Menlo I‘aik, where a perfectly-
appointed coach and four was waiting for

inyfielf and party, and” (gay® the lady men
Honed), “after an eight mile drive through
beautiful well-wooded country, arrived at

ibe ranch for lunch. Mr McDonough's
manager, Mr McDonald, la from ‘Ouhl

Ireland,’ and the grooms on the coach hail-
ed from Englund, so I felt quite at home.
The air was w arm and balmy, and the year-
lings were all scampering about the pad-
docks and enjoying the tender spring grass.
Two little foals about two days old were

nut with their dams ns well. The stallions,
beside Ormonde. Include Ossary, Orsini,
and San Carlo, the two former by Ormonde
and the hitter by St. Biaize. Then Ormonde
was led out of Ills box, which was covered
with Marechai Niel roses in full bloom.
Ormonde looked very well, and his years
ait lightly on him. When he first arrived
1 am told they pampered mid overfed him:
now they pursue different tactics, but with

the same unfortunate result. McDonald
told me that he gets about one foal in three

years. I saw the yearlings afterwards. I

had always supposed that in this wintcrless
clime yearlings would be larger and more

mature than ours at this seasonof the year,
but these seemed about the same. One

stood out alone, a yearling colt by Ormonde
from Santa Bella, by St. Serf from import-
ed Malden Belle. Mr McDonough has al-

ready refused 25.000d01. for him. He is

perfection, and takes after his sire in every

respect, ami such n mover! I hear M. Ed.
Blanc, whose son is over here, is coming out
io see him. and wants to lease him for his

lining career and take him to Europe. Mr

McDonough reckons him far the best year-

ling Ormonde lias got in this country, ami
I think lie must be, for he looks like mak-

ing history.’’ In commenting on the above,
an English writer says: •’lt is satisfactory
to learn that there is one son of Ormonde,
at any rate, likely to do credit to his sire.
There is also a three-year-old son of Or-

monde in America, named Ormonde’s Kight,
wb.o showed good winning form lust season,

but 1 should fear that, in any case, these

animals will be short of vital energy, for

theillness which prostrated Ormonde in his

second stud season no doubt left permanent
effects on him. No horse ever started with
more brilliant promise Ilian ho did, for his

first year’s stock, which included Orme and
Goldfinch, left nothing to desire: they could

all gallop without exception. Next season

came the attack of fever, and from that
time until now Ormonde has been ail but

useless.”

The “Special Commissioner” of the Lon-

don “Sportsman” published recently an

article upon roaring. His iemarks brought
forth a very interesting letter from a Mr
Sherwood. The scribe says that be does

not believe that there is any hereditary
titbit in roaring any more than there is in

a curby hock or a twisted joint; but lie con-

formation of jaw and neck which predis-
poses to roaring is, of course, liable to be

inherited, just as arc the curhy hock or

'-twisted joint. Many a roarer, however, is

an anima! of excellent conformation, hut

has been affected in the wind as the afte-

math of f< ver or influenza. In such a case

real ing is not in any sense inherited, and it

is not nt all likely to be transmitted. Mr

Sherwood only piles up still further proof
of the misfortune it would have been to the
British thoroughbred had roarers been slri« t-

ly excluded from our breeding studs. As

to Lily Agm s, whatever noise she made,
she could stay for a week; so. after all,

what did it matter? Give me
brilliant roar-

ers. like Ormonde and Prince Charlie,

rather than all the sound mediocrities. Mr

Fherwood writes: I suppose there is no

greater admit er of your writings than my-

self; indeed, I have read every word of

them for many years, but when you touch

on the roaring question I always imagine
yon are a believer in it, or, if not quite this.
Hint you arc not opposed to it, and I fancy I
«:tn remember your stating on one occasion
that you did not believe it to be hereditary.
The great aimof a breeder is to make money,
and I am ready to admit that an animal

corning of a roaring strain is quite likely to

be ns great a success as one who comes of

a pure strain, as a racer until the roaring
appears. In our present style of racing, it

matters very little whether a hoi so roars

«>r not. but. under the old style it made all

ihe difference when we had a great, num-
ber of two and three mile races. 1 thought
ail racing men I:new Lily Agnes was a

ioarer; indeed. all the Agnes family roared
more or less. 1 remember my father (who
died a few years ago. ::gcd 86) saying when

Ormonde won the Derby that he would be :i

roarer before he was four years old. My
father, who was very much opposed to the

malady, never fol gave himself for breeding
from Oulston. although he bred a fairly

good t w o-y■ :i r old in Balsamo, who beat

Giimson in IS<»7. Ho also had a si.ter to

Balsajuo, named Minx, and nearly every-

thing she threw was a roarer. Flndon, who
t believe was out of Allee Hawthorn, was

a roarer before h<* be-ame a yearling, ami

• 'amboile <*, by Cumol out of Pocahontas,
roared :is a foal belovo he was weamd.

Marp'ssa. dam of Vo. aboutns. was by

Mnley, ami Mnley wa® out of Eleanor, by
\\ hi. Ley. A! Lhe Whiskeys, nearly all the

Cresshlns. and most of the Julias, roared.
These three mares were sister®, and grand
ones, too- (Tcsslda, dam of Priam, ami
Julia, dam of Phantom, who, from all a<*-

• ounfs, was probably the she of the finest

trend man* » v<r seen, In Cobweb, dam of

Bay Middleton. Humphrey Clinker, sire of
M< ibonrnc, < <>u!d gallop four mile® without
Doubling Idin, but lie was quite an excep-

tion. <»f course. I have only seen paintings
of Melbourne, hut hohad \et.\ ho.vy head

mid dc k, denoting routing, and I t Is sur-

prfslng fo me how that ha.® been handed
down fo his present-day descendants 1

retrember ®l>ont ten year® ago a two-year-
old nnmed Fit®Warren, by Hermit ont of

MitraiUptime, by Young Melbourne. He was

n perfectly shaj|?d horse bar this, and he

roared like a bull. Had he not done so
there is no telling what he might have done.
J am not pretending to know as much about
the subject as you, but it I® a very ®ore

point with me, and I think you will some

day agree that it is an hereditary taint.

® ® ® ;

WELLINGTON RACING CLUB’S
AUTUMN M EETI NG.

(By Telegraph.—Own Correspondent.)

WELLINGTON, Tuesday.

The Hutt racecourse is in splendid condi-
tion. and given fine weather through the

week, there is every indication that ihe

meeting, commencing on Thmsday, will
be a record one. Visitors are pleased with
the tracks, and it is estimated that over

one hundred horses will compete during the
two days. Indeed, there are already that
number working at the Hutt, twenty of

Ihe visiting ones hailing from Canterbury
and Dunedin, while Taranaki. Hawke’s
Bay, Wanganui, and the Wairat a pa furnish

strong contingents, and Auckland. Gis-

borne, and other parts are represented.
Wellington meetings are drawing more

representative fields than any other club

in the colony. The greatest possible inter-
est is centred in the Thompson Handicap,
for which a large field is expected to stait.
There is no pronounced favourite at. the
time of writing, and it would be really hard
Io say what will carry most money on the

•lay. Each of the Dunedin horses. Vladi-
mir and Canteen, have friends, and so has
Blackstone, who has hitherto figured in

moderate company in most of his essays.
Bnluwayo is bring supported by Hewitt’s

followers, as it is known he is tu have the

mount. There ate plenty of inquiries for

Bagpipes, who would have had Hewitt’s
services, but for Ihe fart that Mr Stead

preferred him not wasting for that filly,

seeing that he bail to tide his other horses

in races in which they have a bigger
xv eight. Jones will therefore ride Bag-

pipes, and she must have at least a good
outside chance. Exmoor claims three en-

gagements during the day. Hie Thompson

Handicap. Not th Island Challenge, and

Railway Handicap, ami which ever he is

started for he should give a good showing
in. The stable have Glworka in the Thomp-
son only, and some regard this as the pro-
bable runner. and he is being supported
more freely than the other by the public.
Black Reynard has friends, and is voted a

sure runner, though claiming another en-

gagement. It has not been settled that

Cyius will start, but he will compete in one

or other of his engagements. Regulation is

reported to be doing well, and will be sure

Io have a big following. Field Battery has

so far stood up to his work, and looks bet-

ter than he did at Wanganui. This is a

good horse, and Davis has given him as

searching a preparation as he has felt it

safe to do. Full Cry has run well on the
Butt course, ami some think will show to

belter advantage there than on the long
stietch at Riccarton. Shrapnel Shell has

not been seen out for some time, but is

reported looking well, and Shrapnel may he

a little better than he was at Feilding.
without being so fit as he was last year

when be won Ihe same race with the same

weight up. Fleka raced with success until

competing at. Feilding, when he was beaten,

l ut there are some who evidently don’t

accept that form as correct. ,Sanfoin, Black

Squall, Bourne, ami Narcotic have each

been racing well quite recently, and one or

other of the two first mentioned may dtop
out. The following are probable starters

and riders:- Vladimir, 9.4, Dcrrett: Regula-
tion. 8.11, Buchanan: Starshoot, 8.8,

Davis: Canteen. 8.4, McKay; Bnluwayo,

S.l. Hewitt: Field Battery, 8.1, G. Price;

Exmoor, 8.1. Jenkins: Shrapnel, 7.12, Ray-

nor: Ghoorka. 7.11, A. Olivet; Full Cry,

7.10, Barlow; Black Reynard. 7.8. Phillips;

Shrapnel Shell, Carniont: Bagpipes. 7.5,

Jones; Fleka. 7.3, T. O’Brien; Jewellery.

7.0. Scouts: Blackstone. (5.9, Carruthers:

l yies, G.9, B. Ollivcr; Bounce, 6.7, Carrol;
J»la-i; Squall. Collins: Narcotic, 6.7, T.

I’inr; Sanfoin, 6.7, Mathie.

The New Zealand Chalk ngo Stakes, to

be run for on Thursday at the Jluit, has

1 » still left in. but they will not ail figure
at the post; indeed, Sir George Clifford
has five of those engaged, and is not likely
to run more than two. Treadmill and Quar-
ry man each have 101 b penalties for vic-

l<ui<s secured since August Ist. 1903, and
their weights will he 9.4. and Treadmill is

< xpvctcd Io be the stable roprosentative
<.f this pair. The others in the same own-

ership are (’iiryseis, 6.13; Signalman. 6.10;
ami Fl. ing Spark. 6.10; and ihe best of

lluse, probably Signalman, may start.

Ailsa. owned by Mr Brett. B a consistent

filly, and her weight is 7.2. Exmoor, 8.11,
.••nd Boris, 7.8. are each in one stable, but

in different interests. Martian, the Eng-
lis-h-bri (I three year-old. has lllhs more

than he won the C’nnterbury Jockey’ Club’s

‘■’hallengc Stakes with; ami Treadmill has

TH.s mon* than h< carried into second place.
Martian nnd Boris, though each penalised
7)ls, have .31hs the best of Treadmill on
ihe weight forage scale, hut Golden Idly
has a penally of 12lbs, which is more than
any of th<* others have. Ailsa has 71bs the

best of Sir George Clifford’s colt, Chry-
s< is ini’e. nnd the maiden two-year-olds
Flying Spark and Signalman 15lbs advan-

tage. Treadmill was not Keen at his best.
In the <’ J.C. Challi nge St i! os. As n per-
former on the track he is an Impressive
« no. but ho would have to run better than

be has done in public Cuis to win;
m<hc<l. Martian should bo aide tr> boat him
ng.'iin in a true run race, but Gohlen Lily
mny stay b< (t< r (han she did at Riccarton,
Uiiics*- her mission should bo one of making
> «’i< »• Hofli Roi ls nnd Alisa mar account
f >;■ Treadmill, but Signalman, if (he best

of Prr George Clifford’s two-yenr-oldß, as

mai.jr believe him fo be, should run a good
race with but 6.10 to carry. The event

looks fairly open. The going Is so good
that I shall not be surprised If the race

Is run faster than was the C.J.C. Challenge
ovt r the same distance.

Ihe Hurdle Race looks very open; ®n<l
though Machine Gul Is a strong favourite
for the Railway Handicap, In his two lat-
est essays at Wanganui and Riccarton
there is every chance of Mr Stead’s horse
meeting something good enough to make

him gallop, though some of the best of the
horses may run first in the mile event ur

in the Walwetu Handicap.

The following acceptances have been re-

ceived in connection with the W.R.C. meet-

ing. which opens on Thursday next: —

Walwetu Handicap of lOOsovs, 7 furlongs

—Petrovna 8.12, Kremlin 8.11. Field Bat-
tery 8.11, Dexterity 8.8, Rawiri 8.3, Shrap-
nel Shell 7.13, Livonia 7.3, Matuku 7.3,

Little Turk 7.3, Lady Bobs 6.12, Joanne
d’Arc 6.10, Torowai 6.7, Indian Shot 6.7.

Silverstream Hack Handicap of 80®ovs,
1 mile.—Rehua 9.6, Optimist 8.9, Position

8.3, Spoil 8.0, Lady Bobs 7.9, Whangamo-

ana 7.3. Hoity Toity 7.2, Gold Trip 7.2.

Jeanne d’Albert 6.13, Rungarawa 6.10, and
Merriment 6.7.

THOMPSON HANDICAP of 400sovs. One
mile.

First Handicap Hurdles of ISOsovs, 1}

miJe.—Walwera 12.3, Killarney 10.13,Midia
10.8. Slow Tom 10.6, Catherine Gordon

10 5 Levant 10.2. Mourner 9.13. Oingo 9.4.

Lissa 9.6. Lady Bell 9.6, Kohonui 9.6, and

Eclair 9.4.

Heretaunga Handicap of lOOsovs, 1 mile

nnd a furlong.—Hydrant 8.13, Benefactor

5.9, Sea Lion 8.8. Oudenarde 8.7, Sandy

8.6, Tercelet 8.5, Indian Shot 8.0.

Tinakorl Hack Handicap of 80sovs. «

furlongs.—Rehua 9.5, Clovelly 8.6, Spoil

8.1, Bombastes 7.13, Pokeka 7.12, Gawain

7.12. Black Squall 7.12, Woodmount 7.G,

Declination 7.4, Brighton 6.13, De Wet 6.9,
Catriel 6.9, Rose Petal 6.7.

Railway Handicap of 150sovs. 6 furlongs.
—Machine Gun 9.9, Vladimir 9.2, Ballarat

8.8. Petrovna 8.8, Black Reynard 8.7. Ex-
moor 8.6. Kremlin 8.3, Melodeon 6.13, Re-

plete G. 12. Good Intent 6.10, Delight G.B,
Bounce 6.7, Narcotic 6.7, Jeanne d’Arc 6.7.

® ® ®

TURF TALK FROM THE SOUTH.

(By Telegraph.—Own Correspondent.)

CHRISTCHURCH, Friday.

Considering that Martian was in the field
at a light weight, the number of acceptors
for the Thompson Handicap may be con-

sidered very large. Unluckily for ihe Wel-

lington Racing Club, the other owners had

no means of knowing that the son of Mar-

lagon would not accept, otherwise 1 have
no doubt the acceptances would have been

larger still. I imagined that either Mar-

tian or Grand Rapids would be among the
acceptors, but Mr Stead has chosen to rely
on Bagpipes. This puts a very different
complexion on the race, it is impossible
to believe that Bagpipes will prove any-
thing like so dangerous as Martian would
have been, and the race now seems a sin-

gularly open one.

Mr W. H. E. Wanklyn, the secretary of
Hie Canterbury Jockey Club, returned from

Ids trip to England on Tuesday lie is
quite restored to health.

Sir George Clifford’® horses, after run-

ning at the Wellington Autumn Meeting,
will go on to Palmerston North to take

part at the Mauawatu Racing Club's Au-
tumn Meeting.

Narcissus, who has lately joined the
ranks of the jumping division, acquitted
biinself well in a schooling gallop with

Uuku the other morning.
The following horses left for Wellington

last Friday night to fulfil their respective
engagements at the Wellington Racing
Club’s Autumn Meeting: — Canuie Chiel,
Treadmill, Brave Heart, Signalman, Krem-
lin, Petrovna, Vladimir. Canteen, Buhi-

wayo. Catherine Gordon, Blackstone,
Brighton, Ailsa, Slow Turn, Golden Lily,
Martian, Machine Gun, and Bagpipes.

CHRISTCHURCH, Tuesday.

The yearlings, Harvest. Gay Spark, and
Clauchuttan, which recently arrived from

Stonevhurst to join E. Cutts’ team, have

all been broken in and ridden; the first
named, who Is a full brother to Golden-
mere, is a bad legged youngster; Gay Spark,
who is a half brother to Treadmill, is

disfigured by calf knc?s; but Clanchattan,
who is a full brother to Tessera, is a nice

colt, of the low, thick set type. Since my

last letter, a further batch of youngsters
has arrived at Cutts’, also from Stony-
hurst. It consists of Connie Brae, a good
looking full sister to Chrysei® and Glenowl-
et.a half sister to Quarryman, who promises
well. In addition to the abovementioned

youngsters. Cutts’ tefiTn has been strength-
ened by To-morrow, who has been put into

work again. The daughter of Bill of Port-

land has developed into a fine mare, and
it is tinned that she is cured of the mal-

ady which has been troubling her for the

past twelve months.

J. Seoul lar, who was injured when Zeal-

ous fell in the Kildare Hurdle Race at the

C.J.C. autumn meeting, underwent an op-
eration in the hospital on Friday. On lat-

est advices, he was progressing favourab-
ly. although not out of danger.

Mr Ratcliffe, another local horseman, who
met with an accident while riding work
on the New Brighton racecourse, and
broke a thigh, was discharged from the

1/cspital on Saturday.
Two ponies have arrived at Riccarton.

to be trained; one, a gelding by Telemeter,
has gone into Lewis’ hands, the other into

Longley's stable.

Mention of Telemeter reminds me that
the first of his progeny to ne seen in pub-
lic started at the South Canterbury meet-
ing last week. He rejoiced in the name
of Bouncing Bob.

Magical, who ran in the hack races at
the same meeting, is a full brother to me

hurdle racehouse.Slow Tom. He is not very
like his relative.

Before running in the Timaru Cup, Step-
dancer burst one of her feet; that is the

reason why she did not start on the sec-
ond day of the South Canterbury meeting.

Among a detachment from Yaldhurst,
which visited Riccarton one morning last
week, were the untried two year old®

Golden Knight, Uranus, and Carcanet. All

three are fine colts. Golden Knight, who
is a half brother, by Wallace, to Aurum,
particularly showing promise, though he

is very backward.

Mr Robinson, a resident of Christchurch,
has patented a totalisator which automat-

ically registers the numbers of tickets pur-
chased, a marble being released by the act
of stamping each-ticket. He has also in-
vented a machine for double event bet-

ting.

Although I don't pretend to be able to
pick the winner of the Thompson Handi-
cap, 1 would as soon back Starshoot and

Bagpipes as anything engaged in the race.

The thoroughbred stallion Currassow, by
Cuirassier Albatross, was sold at Tatter-
sail’s on Saturday to Mr W. Witty for 21
guineas.

J. McCombe has Instructed Mr Wilford
to abandon his appeal to the Racing (’on-

ferc-nce in regard to Ills disqualification
by Ihe Canterbury Jockey Club for foul

riding in the last New Zealand Cup.

Vladimir
st. lb. st.

Shrapnel Shell 7

lb.

89 4

Regulation 8 11 Bagpipes ....
•7 fi

Starshoot 8 8 Fleka 3

Canteen ......8 4 Jewellery .... 7 < >

Buluwayo ...
8 1 Blackstone (5 9

Field Battery 8 1 Cyrus .......
fi 9

Exmoor 8 1 Sanfoln G 7

Shrapnel .... 7 12 Bounce 6 7

Ghoorka .... 7 It Black Squall 6 7

Full Cry 7 10 Narcotic . 6 7

Black Reynard 4 8
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