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COLONEL YOUNGHUSBAND’S

MISSION.

The country through wltich Colonel

Youngbusband’s mission is advancing
into Tibet is so little known to the out-

side world that the account of the

roads through it which Mr Douglas
Freshfield gives! in the “Geographical
Journal” is particularly welcome. It is,
on the whole, o"f a very satisfactory
character. It dispels some picturesque
illusions which have been widely spread
by imaginative persons, and it encour-

ages the expectation that the mission
and its escort will have a fairly easy
journey to their present destination at

Gyangtse. The distance from our rail-
way base at Siliguri in Sikkim to that
point is only 213 miles, while the road

to Lhasa itself does not exceed 327

miles. The passes are of great height,
it is true, ranging from over 14,000ft
to over 18,000ft, but they afford no

serious difficulties to ordinary travel-

lers, and the Chinese defences, which
have been raised here and there to pro-
tect them, are beneath contempt. The
Tibetan regular army consists of 4000

soldiers, who were armed, at all events

up to a very recent date, with nothing
more formidable than matchlocks and
pikes, and who are warranted to be a

very peaceable set of men. Our real
enemy is the cold, which has already
cost Us some loss amongst the trans-
port animals, but, severe though it is,
it does not put a stop to ordinary traf-

fic during the winter months. The
climate is distinctly healthy, and al-
though some of our native troops suf-
fered to some extent from bronchitis
and other affections of the lungs when
they were quartered at Gnathong in

1888, it agreed very well with the force
as a whole. The best proof that the
obstacles which the mission will have
to overcome are not of the formidable
kind with which we have been threaten-
ed, is that parties of travellers from
Lhasa to the British frontier do not
usually spend more than a fortnight on
the road, and that with despatch it can

be covered in eight days, while the jour-
ney to Gyangtse is not more than a
week’s or ten days’ travel. The roads
on our own side of the frontier have
been much improved within the last few
years, while within the Tibetan border
those between the chief towns are good
mule tracks, or at the worst do not
fall below the average condition of an

Indian by-road.
Two main roads run from India to

Shigatse, Gyangtse, and Lhassa. When
the mission was first despatched it ad-

vanced by the shorter route which leads
to Khamba Jong up the valley of the
river Laehen. The Tibetans had ap-
pointed to send their delegates to meet

Colonel Younghusband at Khamba Jong,
and as this route continues longer in

British territory than the other, and is

quite practicable for a small party, he

elected to travel by it. The conduct of

the Tibetans, which has led to the de-

spatch of a considerable escort with the
mission on the present occasion, is

doubtless fresh in the public mind. They

kept Colonel Younghusband waiting for

months without sending the promised
emissaries to negotiate with him, and
finally they made an insolent demand
that he and his party should withdraw

to British territory, and refused to

have any further dealing, with him un-

til he complied with this condition. He
did withdraw, but it has been only to

advance again with a force amply suffi-

cient to protect him from further insult,
and to ensure that the negotiations
shall be carried on at whatever point in

Tibetan territory we may choose to

name. For this second advance the
Chunibi route, which enters Tibet sooner

and is easier for a large body of men,

has been selected. That it is well suit-
ed for the movement of a much larger
force than we are employing may be

gathered from the fact that the Tibet-

ans used it in 1886-88 to invade Sikkim.
Since the time of Warren Hastings and,
doubtless, for many hundreds of years
before his day, it has been the chief

gateway through which the trade of
Tibet and India has passed to and fro.

The bridge on the River Tista in Sik-
kim, which is thirty miles by cart-road
from the railway base at Siliguri, is the
point at which the scent begins in earn-

est. Twenty-two miles further on the

wheel-road ends at Pedong, but it is

succeeded by a fair horse-road “metal-
led in places and bridged throughout”
up to Gnathong, where our troops
passed the winter of 1888 at an eleva-
tion of 12,000 feet. Infantry, baggage,
animals, and mounted artillery can

reach Gnathong, we are assured, with-

out difficulty. One more day’s march
over the Jclep La, an “easy, smooth

pass,” 14,400 feet high, where the bridle-
path has been lately repaired by our

engineers, and Yatung, on the Tibetan
side of the great range, is reached. The
Tibetans are bound by treaty with us

to keep an open market at Yatung, but

the only signs of the market so far
seem to be the Chinese Customs com-

missioners. Chunibi itself, which is only
twenty miles from Gnathong, is describ-
ed by all writers as situated in a de-

lightful valley which enjoys a warm and

dry climate and is very fertile and

highly cultivated. The road from thence
to Pari, the last point which we have

heard that the mission has reached, as-

cends 4000 feet in the 21 miles which it
covers. It is used at all seasons by
mule caravans and passes through
numerous villages.

The rest of the way to Gyangtse ap-

pears to be easy enough. There is an-

other pass to be crossed at the great
elevation of 15,700 feet, but the Tang
La, as it is called, is described as “a

gradual and hardly noticeable ascent.”
Except in the valleys, the country is

wild and barren. The sun is hot and

the nights are very cold, but we have

again the experiences of the Tibetans
in 1888 to guide us as to the military

capabilities of the route. Major Iggul-
den tells us that they kept the trans-

port of their force on the Jelep La,
which had of course to pass through
this region, in “first-class working or-

der. They had a thousand yaks and

500 mules working supplies up regularly
from Gyangtse.” It will be strange if

we cannot march easily over a road

which the Tibetans were able to use for

the supply of a considerable force dur-

ing a long period. The valley at

Gyangtse is Mid to be extremely rich.

Its name Nyang means, we are told,
“the Land of Delicacies”; and Chandra
Das, one of the native explorers to

whose courage, patience and observa-

tion we owe so much of our small know-

ledge of these wild regions, draws a

picture of it which goes far t-o justify its

name. The general conclusion to which

Mr Freshfield’s most instructive paper
comes is that, except from possible suf-

fering on the Jelep La and the Tang La,

there is little to fear for our troops,

and that if the passes are crossed in fair

weather the mission may have a plea-
sant winter at Chumbi or Gyangtse.

Last In Lhasa.

Apropos of Colonel Younghusband’s
mission in Tibet, it is interesting to

recall the fact that the Rev. Kawa-

guchi Kei-Kai, an enlightened Japanese

priest, is the latest individual that has

succeeded in penetrating into the mys-

terious city of Lhasa. Ho went there

as a Buddhist priest, and, after inspect-

ing Lhasa thoroughly, he entered the

University of Sera, a mile and a-half

from the capital, intending to graduate
there. He stayed in the university fif-

teen months, when his relations with

the outside world were discovered. He

was then obliged to flee for his life.

Since then he has written some of his

observations of Tibet in Indian and

Japanese papers, and is compiling a

large volume on thfl subject of his

travels.
Most curious of all are the revela-

tions which the Rev. Kawaguchi makes

concerning the practice of polyandry,
the strongest domestic institution in

Tibet. Polyandry means the possession
of one wife by many husbands, exactly
the reverse of polygamy. It is fostered

and encouraged by the priests and

lautaa. wto are the rulers of Tibet.
As may easily be imagined, this system
of polyandry gives rise to a vast num-

ber of complicated questions regarding
parentage, inheritance. and cognate
matters. These are settled by a long
and elaborate code of laws, which have
been perfected for a thousand years.
One husband always has a priority,
usually the oldest, and as long as he
occupies the position of husband the
others are expected to stay away. He
indicates that he is in residence by hang-
ing his boots and his bow and arrows
outside the door.

Clarke’s World-Famed Blood Mixture.—
“Tbe most searching Blood Cleanser that
science and medical skill have brought to

light.” Sufferers from Scrofula, Scurvey,
Eexema, Bad Legs, Skin and Blood Dis-
eases, Pimples and Sores of any kind are
solicited to give It a trial to test its value.
Thousands of wonderful cures have been
effected by It. Sold everywhere. Beware
of worthless Imitations and substitutes.

rheumatism yields to rheumo.

There la no escape from that. Rheumo

conquers rheumatism, and conquers every

time. Rheumo Is a liquid medicine, to be

taken Internally, aud It Is pleasant to the

palate. Rheumo seeks out tho affected

parts, kills the pains and aches In the

Joints and muscles, removes the swelling,

and eliminates the uric acid poison and the

phosphatic sediments that occasion all the

trouble. Rheumo Is a positive remedy far

rheumatism, acute gout, suppressed gout,

chronic gout, gouty skin complaints, gouty

asthma, sciatica, lumbago, and uric ncld

poisoning. Sold by chemists and stores at

2/6 and 4/6 per bottle.

Stocked In Auckland by H. King, Chem-

ist, Qneen-st.; J. M. Jefferson. Chemist,

Quecn-st. and Upper Symonds-st.; J. W.

Robinson, Chemist, Parnell: Graves Alckln,
Chemist Queen-st.; and sold by all Chem-

ists and Stores, at 2/6 and 4/6 per bottle.

Wholesale Agents: N.Z. DRUG CO.

ON SALE

General Groceries, Grain and Produce, Agricultural Seeds, -c*’**"'
Bonedusts and Artificial Manures.

SEED POTATOES and

OATS

DEALERS IN

Butter, Eggs, Cheese, Fungus, and

kinds of Farm Produce.

KAURI GUM BROKERS AND

GENERAL COMMISSION MERCHANTS

TONSON GHRLICK CO., ltd.

CLOSE OF THE SEASON.

Balance of Travelling Trunks, Ladies’ CtJETITTbV t)EtlllPEfl t)t)TPEC
Dress Baskets, Hampers and Picnic VIIEH.IIII IkEl/UuLV lltlvED*
Baskets, and such like, now selling at

CALL AND INSPECT FOR YOURSELVES AT THE

PEOPLE’S FURNISHING WAREHOUSE,
TONSON GARLICK COY., Ltd., AUCKLAND.
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