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Mra, Glover Ealon, black poplir snd Yrish
laca; Mrs, Rankin-Brown, black sating
Mins Marchant, pale green nilk; Misa
Richmond, Liack, with lace berthe.

" THE GARDEN PARTY AT
.7 77T BELLE YLUE ’
.{Lower Huit) waa not graced with the
beat of weather, but in the beautifully
planned grounds thers was compiete
shelter from the wind and dust, which
made town 80 unpleasant, A siring band
was stationed under the trees in the
lawn, where it dJiscoursed popular ope-
patic music, and afternoon tea wans served
on the wide varandah,

Mra. Collins wore m gown of lilae silk
linen, with a smart toque of the same
hue; Lady Ward was in grey-blue voile,
and a black picture hat; Mra Maciiregor,
black silk and bandrome mantle; Misa
MacGregor, blue and white voile; Miss
8. McUiregor, pale green linen; Miss I'itt
(Nelson}, white serge bolero costume;
Mrs. Mills, black eanvas vaile; Misy
Mills, white =ilk and lace; Aisa —. Mills,
pale green wuile; Mia. A, McKenzie,
white xilk and wnile cont; Mrs. Jeficoat,
grey voile, with ateel pessementerie; Mra.
Kendall, white cloth dress; Mrs.
Fitchett, grey-blue frieze, with handsowne
geloon; Mra. Tolhurat, black silk; Misa
Davy, blaue cloth, piped with red; Mrs.
Miles, black voile and red hat; Miss
Miles, champagne muslin, with sash of
ved; Mrs. Edwavds, grevy poplin; Miss
Edwuards, pale blue silk voile; Miss War-

burten, rose voile and white hat; Mrs.
Kane, grey tweed; Mie, Bavage {Auck-
land), black voile and Paris lace; Mrsa,

Pollen, black eanvae cleth; Mrs. Willord,
grey green voile; Mre. Moore (Napier},
black canvas; AMra. Hales, black satin
foulard, with white spot; Mrs. Wilson
{ Palmeraton North), turquoise voile and
blaek hat; Misa Bev (Wairarzpa), tus-
sore gown and red hat; Mrs. Quick, black
brocade, handseme mantle; Miss Quick,
pink and white muslin; Mra. Fell, black
eloth piped with white; Dr. J. Maddison
{Christchurch), pale blue cleth and
Paris tace; Dr. Iaabel Watson, black
canvas voile skirt amd white satin blouse,
black toque; Mrs. Youug, white eerge
Eton costume, with vest of pale blhe.
QPHELIA.

MARLEOROUGH.
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Dear Bee, March 22 19G4,

The flood, quite & modern elition of
Noah's, is par excvellence the whole and
gola topic of our thonghts and our con-
vergation, It came like a thief in the
night, though it was broud daylight for-
tunately for us, so- that owr male de-
fenders were able to go out and 3

battle with spade and shovel. sivengthen

ing weak plaves in the bunks whieh sur-
round Blenleim and stopping up leak-
ages.  Grove-road suflered considerably,
the water being into the houses and
running out of the windows before peo-
ple had time to remove their furniture
and earpets to a higher level upstairs.
Out Tuanarina way, and Spring Creek,
caltle and sheep were washed nway with
the rollera of flood waler whick rud-
denly swept over the low pgrounds.
Tieldn of corn and potatoes have proba-
Lly gone over the bar out to sea. Une

thounand sheep sent down to feed at the
‘Wairt pab-were all-awept away, and the
Maoris Ead & very marrow escape, har-
ing to get on to the roofs of their houses
tc wait for boata. As yet the damage
in Blenheim wnd its surroundings is uot
éstimated, but the residents are a light-
hearted pevple, and make the best of &
bad business. They werc planted iu a
swamp between three rivers by some who

wanted to make money out of a pre-
vious bargain. They have turped the
Ewamp inte a thriving township, banked
the rivers to keep them from turning
their natnral coursea round the town in-
to unnaturgl courses through it, and so
when a little water does percolate
through they de not sit dawn to grieve
over it. The country, and roads, and
bridgee suflered far more than the town.
"I'he Cunvasstown bridge, over the Waka-
marina River, being destroyed, also that
much admired siructure the Pelorus
Lridge, where tourista liked to stand
and gaze in wonder at the beauties of
the fern-laden rocky banoks, and the
monx=ter bouwlders below, with a peep up
and dawn of densest folinge, overhang-
ing eilent poois or minwature cascades
Mr Brownlee lias lost his tramn-line and
bridzes te the lLieavily timbered Pelotus
Velley, but perhaps the greateat loss of
ail was the drowning of the driver of tha
Nelson coach, wha left Blenheim in the
early hours of Saturday morning, and
two ol Lix Lhorses. At all times he was
a careful driver, and never risked going
the usunl route when the rivers were
in {lowd, €ven a small one, 50 on this
oceasion he took the wsually safe w
and started to go round by Tuamari
and along the North Bank. He had cross-
ed the Wairau River sufely over the
ferry bridge, but the conch capsized in
a lole furiher oz, and being encumbered
with his oilskin, Jepgings, and gloves, Lhe
was only able to swim a short distance.
and rank out of sight of some settlers
who were trying to direct him. TFwo
young ladies waded in above their waists
to give the alarm by calling Mr Barr,
who telephoned te Blenheim for the
pelice. Twe of the unfortunate horses
were reseued alive from their perilous
position. Much sorrow iz felt for the
loss of the driver.

wNt. Patrictk’s Day was a very succesa-

ful one. The Hibernian Society held
their annual sports  and their
anmaal  concert. Both  went off

wéll. A pood many for whom a whil
of «ea air has magnetic =ttractions, "as
they go down to Picton on every con-
ceivable oceasion; went there to celebrate
#t; Patrick’s Day also. Steam lannches
galove went ofl laden with pienic parties,
come to the Grove, soine to Torea, aml
some. to Double Tay, returaing in the
evering laden with spoils from  bush,
beach. and sea,

Ticten folk are highly elated at the
finding of limestone, and the establish-
nunt wlmest at their doors of cement
worke by the Wellington {ement Com-
pany at the llevation, elose by the rail-
way line. The land belongs to Mr
Uragg, a go-nhead resident of Picton,
wko lns spent large sums in prospecting
inr coal. when Le eame across the lime-
=tone, ete, and deserves to Tenp the re-
ward of Lis faith.

AT neld  last  Thareday at
Bottly's Quren Charlotte  Hound,

e
iy,

was & mosat enjoyable one. Among those
at it were Dr. and Mrs Redman, Mr and
Mrs Lt Cocq, Mr and Mrs Ftow, Mm and
Misn Allen, Mrm Riddell, Mre Smith, Mr
and Mra C. Philpotis, Misses Rpeed,
Greensill, Philpetts, sand Morgan,
MIRANDA.

NELSON.

Dear Dee,

« There is very -little going on-jmst now,
and evervihing is very quiet, The win-
ter amusements bave not yet begun, and
it is getting almoat too lale for temnin
and ecroguet. At the latter courts last
week the handicap finkl for Col. Wood'w
prize was won by Miss Hobertson, who
wan also runner vp for the championship
pingles,

Un Wednesday AMias Buany, accompan-
ied by her mother. wheo ia going with her
ap far as Wellington, left for Australia,
where she goes to be married to Mr.
Waulter Colt. A few days before Mrs.
Funny entertained some of her daugh-
ter's friends at afternoon ten. The many
benutiful presents were placed on tablea
in the garden—awmong them Mrw, Colt’s
present to her future davghter-in-law
a beautiful diamond cross, a family heir-
loom, Mrs. Bunny received her guests
in bla with black wod white trim.
wing. Mits Bunny was in blue Aowered
muslirn, large Llack hat. Soine of those

present were:  Mra. Nelanders,  Mra
tirnee, Mrs. Stevens, Mra. Lewis, Alra.
Blackett, Mixs Huddteston, Misy Sievens,

Miss Robertron, Miss Dull, Miss Gibbs,
Miszses Boyd, Miss Richmond.

Miks Il has returned from Mel-
bourne, where she has bren visiting hez
+isler, Mrs. Daubany, for some months,

Miss Rawson, Wrellington, ia staying
with Mra. Clittord.

There is to be an encampment of all
ilie volunteers in the Nelson district here
at Faster, The scene of eperativug is to
be between Cable Bay and town.

WAKATIL

CHRISTCHURCH.

Tear Hee, March 24.

With the conatant steeam of departing
friends for the Old Country, it would
wgem with first thoughts there would be
un one left. for as cneh steamer leaves
our p‘ort she is a full ship, "nor anovtler
berth,” pud o it has been for several
months.  And still the cxodus goes en.
quite & Iong st of Christelinreh eitizens
leaving during the next few weeks,

There s been n great ehenye in the
wepther during this week, aml winter
~eems nol very fur off; rather sharp
frosts have been nesticed in the country.
It does seem terribly early to  begin
fires, but vwe have had to da it. Outsiile
there in & draggled, vatidy lock about
the pardens, und many of the trees are
nlnert bare.

A VERY CIHARMING

PARTY

was given for Master Harmry WoealrofTe
by Mis Wigrom, Park Terroee, last week,
when a large number of juvenile gueats
had a right roynl time. Many were ac-
vompanied by wethera  or  prown up

BIRTHLAY

friends. who belped to entertain them.
A Jhunch and Judy show (ko  dear to
children) wae perfectly fascinating.
Many gumes and n delicious tea, with
lovely iced cake, mll helped to make =
most pucvessful patty. Mrs Wigram was
powned in all blark and picture hat;
Mra WoolrofTe, cream mupslin with black
sput, green srraw hat; Mra ). C Palmer,
vream linen costume, white hat and fea-
ther beo Mrs Harma ({Fngland), green
linen skirt, while emmbroidered blouse,
burnt straw hat with green silk  and
autunmn leaven; Mra J. M. Beswick, pink

CUTICURR
OIKTMENT

Purest of Emollients and
Greatest of Skin Cures

The Most Wonderful Curative
of All Time

For Torturing, Disfiguring
Skin Humours

ind Purest and Sweefest o
Toilet Emollients.

Coticura Olatment is beyond question
the most succesaful curalive for tortur-
{lug,disfiguriog humoury of the skin and
ecalp, lucluclug Jloss of hale, ever
componnded, in proof of which a
single ancinting preceded hy a hot bath
with Cutleora Soap, and followed lu
the severer cases, by & dose of Cutl.
cura [tesolvent, is often suffcient to
afford Linmedinte rellef In-the most -
distresslug forma of itching, burning
and scaly Bumecurs, permil fest and
- slerp, aod polnt to 2 speedy cure when ™
pH other remedies fail.  ft 13 expeelally
- 80 in the treatment of infants and chil-~
dren, cleansing, sootblug and heallug
the most distresalng of infantlle hu-
nours, and preserving, purifylugy aod
beautlfying the skin, scald aud halr.

Caoticora Qintment possesses, at the
fame time, the charm of satisfying tha
simplc wants af the toilet, in caring fur
the skin, scalp, holr, kanda snd feet,’
from infancy to sge, far mora cflect-
nally, agreeably and economically than
the moxst cxpensive of tollvt emolllents,
Its “Instant rellef for akin-lortured
babics,” or ** Sanative, antiseptic cicans-
ing,” or ' Qne-night Treatment of the-
haads or feet,” o¢ “ Single treatment
of the halr,” or **Use aftcr athleties,”,
cycling, golf, tennia, ridioyg, sparring,
or auny eport, cach In comnection with
the use of Cuticura Soap, 18 sullicient
evidence of thid.

rurn k-nl!rnl ll u\d and n the form of C’uxol.ll.
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New and Fresh

JOHN 'COURT’S, Queen Street.

IN THE FANCY DEPARTMENT.

LOVELY CAPX COLLARKTTES. specially tha Guipure, from 6/11 {0 33/8 each.
GUIPURE CAPE COLLARETTES, with Etole Ende.  Beantiful goods, st lowest prices:

Oor LALI-:& nnd INSEHRTIONY this season are simply perfeei, snd compriee all the very
goods trom Kngland and the Conlinent,

BEL'I‘E are Io be worn
uy. Mctaly, Leatll
collaction of Helt Cluspa

in thia scason.

v, and Tinsels will be in great demand.

We bhave the nicest and smartsst that money can

Woe hare also & splepdld

Dor EMBROIDERIES ars, a8 usual, second to none for valoe and excallence of palterna.

Came by the

|

* Paparoa,”

The RTBHONS thix neason eannot b spoken ton highle of.

- Aotea,"

and "lonlc.”

We hnve ngaln In!d aurselves

out tu supply the Isdies of Auckland wilh wll (he newest fron Jaris.
Not '.be ieast (oportant sre our GLOVES and HOSTRILY,
Hoelery we are agmin In Lho pouttion uf being ahle to give wondorful valuo, ss of
{_ONI. notwithstarding rlie tronondona advances ln wooln.
he Gloves mmyrhc:! uuny new llhee, einart s wppcsrance. 'n:drfecl in 2L, mnd JOIN

I"IT for wear,

CLY Ur rey
TRIMMING IIEPARTHI\N’T“ In thin

nr llnes nre
Important seetion

Awing in the Lew ah
wo have oponoed np tha new

Orleatal Ualoons, Flgure Eight Airappinge, Bilk Applique Gimps, Drop Uruslnens, stoy

During this week we are holdmg a SHOW of all our LATEST IMPORTATIONS and you are cordially

ln\rlted to visit . ... .

- - JOHN COURT'S TWO SHOPS IN QUEEN STREET, CITY.



