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-+ David and Goliath.

'YHE STRENGTH OF RUSRIA AND -
JAPAN.

A “DAILY MAIL® FORECAfT BEFORE
. r.. . THE OUTBREAK, °

+.The ponition of Ruasia and Japan pre-
sents a deeply intereating studr., On the
one hand is 8 Power whose mudern his-
tory constitutes something in ihe na-
ture of an eighth wonder of the world:
on the other is A Power whose destinies
not the most far- seeing slateswan can
foreicll.

Japan, the England of the FEast, eon-
rints of but A handful of islands of a
total area of 142,665 square miles, nnd
a population of 44260,606. Russia's
vast Empire embraces g sixth .of the
whole earth, peopled by 135,800,000
souls,  The disparily between the two
rivals s not lessened when their fighting
forees are examincd. Ruresia stands o
the workl as one of its greatest mili-
tary Powers, and bps, on paper at any
rate, the men te justily the position,
Her army on a war feoting is capable,
according to the estimate of its organ-
ikers, of being raised to three and a-half
millions of men; and that without tak-
ing into account the last reserves. At
A liberai computation the land forees
of Japan in time of wer would be about
393,000 officers and men, with 1190 guns,
aguinst the 3400 guns of Russia.

THE FIGHTING FORCES.

The appalling balance in favour of
Russia is, of course, largely discounted
Ly the immobility of the AMuscovite
forcen, inevitalle in view of the huge
arca over which they are distributed.
Fram the days of Hannibal, whe, entex-
ing Italy with but twenty thousaned
foot nnd &ix thousand horse, anniliilated

armics of twice aml four times the size .

of his own. and overran the land, down
to that of Napoleon, the world has from
time to time seem the alert and skilful
lLittle army {riumph over tha larger,
more unhaundy.,

Dut, in all likelihood, naval strength
would be a great factor in = war be-
tween these two eonntries. Hers acees-
Bibility to what would prove the battle-
ground favours Japan suftickently to
counterbalance the numerical superiority
of her enewmy, Bpread over the ocean
area Which glte muat cover, Ruemia haa
& great aumber of veasels, but how
many of tlese could come to close
quariera with the concentruted strength
of Japan is a debatable point.

The navy of the greater Power has
cost five times that of Lhe leaser, but it
is agreed by all naval experts that Ja-
pan has got e magnificent return for
her money in the shape of cne of the
finest fighting machines afloat. The
like consideration applics to her army.

A point which the conlocker does not
leave out of his calculations is the -
portont one ihat, should it come to
Jand-fighting, the Russians, even with
the dilficulty of transport and food sup-
rly overcome, would be at @ disadvant-
age, in that their troops would not have
the incentive to utmost effort that
would inspire the Japanese, who would
e battling -within sight of howme, aF it
were, whose patriotism ig fired by that
spitit of devotion te their fatheriand
which has brougit such amazing resulta
during the last forty years.

Iletween Japan and Russia, although
they are peographically associated,
there is 2 great guif fixed temperament-
ally, soeially, constitutionally. Japan
embodies the spirit of democracy and
progress; Rursia represents the worst
phase of tyrannous autocracy. The
Muscaovite forces are reputed to be su-
perbly digciplined; it remaxina te be aeen
for how much that diseipline counts
when the fighting has to be deme far
from lhonie, and for o canse which can-
not appead.very strongly to the imapgina-
tion of the soldier who is little better
than A serf. Tride of race with iove
of his land has n considerable place in
ihe Jnpanese, e has borrowed the
wisdom of the old-world West to en-
lighten and revivify the older-world Fast,
Lut he loves those ancient traditions to
which he may with propriety still cling.

THE EMPIERORN,

The relativns subwisiing Lelwern gov-
erned aml goferning ¢lankes are alto-
getber different’ in. Ruasia from those
which obtain in the Flowery Land. The
Emperor of Japan, whoe han wiought the
miglity reforms which have come about
in our own duy, enjvk the aditishenee
and love of his uul\m tr, 1o whom he
har given a constitutivial form of gov-
ermient. The Czar rules ax Iio s rttledl
With his ghrantie army and hir tevrible
rystem of secret expionAge he las nei-
ther the contidence nwor the allections of
the miiliong v wham lie ig plared, The
etringent discipline eaervised ihrough-
nut his realins does not remter human
life sacred, nor (e rights of property
respected. An nttempt was made not
lomg ago to organise n trade wnion at
Mlatoust. It wns suppressed at a cost
of 230 lives of 1the workmen. From St.
Petershury congratutlations were reut {o
the governor uf the distriet. The let-
ter arrived two days after the Gover-
nor'’s trivimph Ladl been emled by Lhis
narder,  While riot angd Llosdrhed are
vintinually resulting from coltisicns be-
twren the Russian auathorities aad the
students, the cpurse of stody in Japan
is made a nalional coneern, and the
wystem of education, compmleovy in the
ementary schools, follewed by nodel

university courses, receives not lesa
attention from the Govermment than
from the wcedelling of the army and
navy, the Luiiding of railways, the ren-

dering navigable of nll watercourses, the
opening  of national! ironworks and
miglity arsenals,

The present Emperor of Japaun is one
of a Muveession vf vovereims whose dyn-
asly haw been unbroken for 2500 yeura.
s first Kingly ancevtor ascended the
throne when Manasseh, King of the
Ielrews, was offering human sacrifices
upsn the altars of Jerusalem, and when
the great Assyrinn empire was in the
denth throes of dissolution. There re-
mains in the land to-day no relic of old-
time feudalism beyond that clese bind-
ing of class te class resulling from a
long peried of inter-depruaence. -

NATIONAL STRENGTIL

Jupan has got beyond the ¢rn of the
veneletta und of all the appanages of
feudalism, but the bondm of brother-
hood renmin to make the ruve one of
wonderful vapuimity for & wationul pur-
pobe, and it ix eoneeivable that did war
occur with Russixn every one of the
twenty-four millions of males comprined
in the population wlho is capalle of bear-
ime arms would e willing and anxious
tn take his share in the leat und burdea
of The hattle,

War tun Liing nothivg lat disaster to
Japun just now. A few auore
such prosperity an she s enj
her victery over China woull mnke ler)
A protracterl war at this period of hew
Mistory might break her. Her revemue
toclay is mewrly 29 aaillious sterling; o
dozen years ago it way enly 83 millions.
lions in 188G to 274 wallions, and her
exports, while still short of what
iy desired. have  groyn  in the
same peried from 181 millions te
257 milliona. Nince the war she has
fpent six millions  an her navy and
two millions on education, hag establinh-
al legations and econsulites nli over the
waorld, has aided great hovbour works,
asgistod eolonial  development by rail-
wavs and  oiher works, has founded
banks, and so forth,

She has unlimited coul and minerals,
aml abundant  raw maierinl  for the
mubitfacture of articles wiich should
soon setid her exporls sonring above her
imports. What she most needs is o hit-
tle time to recover from the trememdous
outlay whe has wndertaken, Of her im-
ports, Great WBritain  supplies nearly
cleven million pounds® worlh,  Ail these
tigures are again dwarfed by {lose of
Russiz. who has a revenuwe of 2081 mil-
lionx, uid nn expenditure nine and w-half
milliens leas, Her exports amount te
Wik millions, and imports to leay than
R willions.

tonsidered from every point of view
the threatencd contest in one of o David
wninst o Goliath, with &1l the forees
of might on the side of the big battalions,
It with victory net necessavily assured
to 1he giant. E.AD.
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