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Mecaars. Litaica Marx and Co,, the well-
known cigarette manufacturers, have re-
ceived an order from Messrs. Alexander
Loftua and Jack Dale for 20,0609 band-
made cigarettes, which will be uscd aa an
adveriisement on the forthcomiog “New

Barmaid" tour, ;

" “Pasquin’s” correspondent advises that
Harry Quecaly, the clever dancer of
Tom FPoilard's Upera (ompany, has be-
vome cngaged to Miss Nellie Finley, the
principal dancer of Lall's Juveniles. The
wedding is set down to take place in
Perth this month. Congratulationa!

‘Aprepoa of a remark heard during the
performance of “The Lady of Lyona™
that the ecentral situstiom and idea of
the plot {the finpersonation of a prince
by & peasant) is iippoasible and abwud;
bne would like to ask how many monils
is it ago, since a valet successfully im-
personaied a prince, and in that guise
married =80 exceedingly sophisticated
and experienced a youbg person as
“Babs,” sometime Lady Rusaell?

Mrs. Frances Hodgson Burnelf, who
haeg been christened Ly the Americana
tha “lighteing playwright,” has written
five new plays during the past twelve
montL “The Tittle Yrincesy,”” "“Tha
Pretty Sister of Jose,” “That Man and
LY “The Making of a Marchioness,” and
*Lisbelb.” B T

L

Jo-Jo, the Russian dog-ficed man, a
well-known figure among the freaka at
Barnunt's show, died on January 31 at
Salonika from pnecumonia. He was a Rus-
mign  from  Kostroma, Jo-Jo  was
“boomed” by Darnim 20 ycars ago as
“the wonder of ihe worll” He was
merely & boy with a phennmenal growth
of Lair on his fuce, yet Lthia enabled him
to amass a fortune.

Frank Lincoln, the American humor-
ist and mimie, who was boorted Ly Lis
brother journalists into a huge Aus-
tralian suceess, i3 now giving a turn at
london Criterion as a eurtain-raiser to
the Duke of Killiecrunkie, a farcical ro-
mance of a somewhat thin Xind, and
with hiphly artificial eharacters, by Cap-
tain Marshall, author of “Seccond in
Command.”

It appears that T.ardia Thompson, sia-
ter to Mra. tlenry Bracy—who used to
act as Clura Thompsen in bher youth—
will return to the stage, after n fifteen
years’ absence, in & new musical comedy
at the Savoy. Mhas Thompson'a farewell
benefit at the Lyceum rvealised nearly
'£¢-000

On Mny 20 next, by. the Orontzs, the
great  Paderewski comea to Australia,
The pionist previously intended to visit
the Far Fast and then come or lere,
but he thinks the forlissinio duet be.
tween Russin and Japan will rather
clash with his performances. There is
coough excitement out there aiready,
says Yadercwski, and it amighla't be
safe.

On March Tth Fred Graham wan me-
corded a cowplimeniary bemefit at_ Swi-
ney.Hoyal by Mr Williamson to mork
the econclusion of his three years' en-
gagement. The Musical Comedy Ca.
played the fArst. act of “Florodora, ihen
Frederick the Short joined the Waver-
loy Musical Society to play Charlen
Brown in the first act of “The French
Maid”; Eileen Boyd sang the “Honey-
muckles and the leer™; the Little MMuacs
Leans danced; and Fred Leslie and six
ot the bLoya "réndered “keep off the
Grasg,” from “The Toreador,”  There
was & large and enthusiastic houge.

"Faust in camers form™ is advertis-
e¢d for production in Auckland at the
Choral Hall on Wedneaday, April §, and
amobgat uwiusic-lovera greag interest will
attach to the succesa nttending so com-
mendable s venture. It is perhaps un-
nrecesaary to explain that “in camera™
menns in concert fornn amd without the
choruses. All the solos, duos and con-
certed numbers  for the principals will
ba given. Th- cast is a renlly capital
one, and if antivipations are conflmed,
& most enjoynble evening is assured
patrons of the immortal opera.

Awongst the many sterling English
piangs, it ia anfe to say thot pone stand
in higher esteem, or iy more widely pold
than the "“Challen,” .The makers,
Mcesara Challen and Son, Uxford-atreet,
London, infert in this issue an advertise-
ment of these pianos, and also invite
representatinn in every town in  the
colony. For further iInformation see
advertisement in another column,

Mra. J. ¢, Willlamson and Miss Mar-
jorie Williamson, wife and daughier of
Mr. J. C. Williamson, one of whose com-
panics is at present playing here, ar-
rived by the Ventura last week in order
to meat Mr. J, C. Wilinmson, who av-
rived here by the Sicrra on Monday.
Misa Marjorie ia the subject of a fam-
ous picture in the Sydney Art Gallery.

Mrs Tangiry and her theatrical com-
pany, while recenily touring inm West-
ern America. were travelling down a
steep decline on the railway, when tha
carrizge occupied by the compuny went
ofl the line. Mra Langtry coolly drank
the teast, “Herc's to the one who keeps
the cooleat head”; but the train stop-
ping suddenly, ahe was thrown against
the side of the car and fainted,

Commenting on the common fault of
an orchesira rendering the voculists al-
most inaudible, “Table Talk™ vbserves:
—When shall we have here the orches-
4ra in the pesilion which the one at the
Opera House, Bayreuth. oceupies—below
the level of the floort Then perhapa we
shall no longer suffer the infliction of
overwhelming accompaniments, as st
preaent, for apparenily the conductor
either cannot keep his forces sufficient-
ly in hand, or is under the mistaken
tmpression that the instrumental musie
is the chief point of interast, and the
mnst importont portion of the enters
tninment, whereas it should be the
foundation and hackground only., upon
which to build the display-

Houdini, the awateur “prison breaker
and handeuff king,” who was in Liver-
poel when the mail left, succeeded in so
interesling the palice force of the city
in his pcrfnrmanceq that, by apecial per-
mission and in {he presence of the
Ilead Conatable, e was permitted to de-
monstrate his prowess at the main
Bridewell.
siable wrote the follm\mg testimonial:

—"L certify that to-day Mr Harry Iiou-
dinl showed his abilities in releasing
himself from restraint., He had three
pairs of handeuffs, one & very closr-fit-
ting pair, rvund his wrists, and wna4
placed, in a nude state, in a cell which
had previously been searched. Within
six minutes lLe waa free from the hand-
cuffs, hiad opened the cell door, and had
apened the doors of all the olher cells in
the corridor, had changed a prisoner
securely locked him in ihat he had to
recurely locked hnm in that he had to
Ls asked lo unlock the door.—Leconard
Dunning, Head (‘onstable.”

That capiial actor—so preat o fevour-
jle in New Zealand—Mr Cecil Ward, ia
not only letting his Sydney liouse, he ia
alag  melling off its fine furniture—not
yet two yeara old—prior to lenving
on n Buropean tour; rome way wilh a
view to pelling atiractions for Aus-
tralia, Mr Ward wax so bent on going
that he refused 8 leading éngngement
from Mr Williamson for “flie Marriage
of Kitly and Cousin Knte™—at £25 per
week, it in maid: The pnrt has Rincs
Leen offered to My Herbert Flemming.

Mr Wilson Harreii's new play, “The
Never Never Land.” proved n huge suc-
ceas At theé Grand Theare, Full, at leant
20 says ithe “Era,” and when at the

As a result, the Head Con-.

cloae Mr Austin Melfurd appesresd with
a wheaf of telegramu in bLis haud, and
read & kindly wirs from Mr Harreit, his
requeat to koow §f he might tell Mr
Barrett that they liked his play was an-
swered by & roar of appleuse which
eould not be mistaken ior woything but
a unonimous “Yea Mr Melford's crea-
tion of Nat Rudder, & drunken wastrel,
is mnother pruef of his warvellous ver-
palility, -

Miss Rosina Buckmann, a New Zealand
soprano, who is about tu tour Lhe col-
ony, having completed a course of atudy
in the Uld Country, gave the flrat con.
cert of ber tour in Auckland on Monday

beforas wn appreciative audicnce. Ior a0
young an - artist  Mias Buckmun
possesses &  voica of exrceplional
power and raoge, aud she wuses
it  with  taate raod discretion
lacking sometimes in  artists of
wider reputation and greater training

and experience. In her operatic work
Miss Buckmann proved herself a very
capable artist, and each iterys was thor-
oughly cnjoyable, and ahe was excellent
in “Uanoencita,” a waltz song, which is
always popular. Miss Huckmaun should
do well in ber Southern visit.

Mr Francis Holworthy, who
Las  recently arrived lers from
London, has  armanged to  com-

mence & tour of the colony almosg im-
mediately, and on April 21st and 231d,
“Shakespeare week,”  will give two
Shakespearian recitals in the Y. M.C.A,
Hall, Wellesley-atreet. Mr Ifolworthy
DLrings wilh him an exceedingly high re-
putation, and the “Loudom Times™ of
April 22nd last, writing of hia “Lamiog
of the Bhrew' performance, said: *Mr
Holworthy met the demands made upon
hint ju a manner that was entirely satis-
foctory. He possessed & [nished and
scholarly style of elocution, and he
showed unllagging spirit and humour in
the presentation of the characlters and
the unfolding of the successive slages
in the development of the plot.”

The flatness and lack of news with
regard to stage matters in New Zealand
continnes, and one notices—with some
peor comfort—that all our New Zealand
contemporarics are feeling the same
pineh, and curlailing the space devoted
to drama and munic,  The making of
bricks without struw ia tertainly a
wearisome business to the manufactur-
er thereof, and it is to be doubted if
the product is widely appreciated by
the publie,

Joan of Are's beatitication, which will
be celebrated in Rome ju the course of
1404, has inspired Irench dramatiats,
and the Purisians are threstened with
an invasion of Maids of Orleans, M.
Nostand is putting the finishing touchea
to a Jeamne d'Arc specially written for
Madame Sarah Bernhardt, who was s
eager to impersonate that heroine that
she actually nccepied another Jeanne
d*Are from M. Moreau. The latler au-
thor being too modest to compete with
his greal ccllengue, he will probably
take Lis play to the Vamleviile, where,
since Madawre Bejunre's departure, Ma-
dame Suzanne Despres reignd supreimne
A Jeanne d'Are drama has hiren written
by M. Anatcle France; and it is Tumiour-
ed that Parisfung will see Joan in an
apera bouffe, dancing the cake-walk,

The suppression of tone and conerntra-
tiou and rapidity of utterance, which in
ong of Mr. Hastinga' more proncunced
manneriamy, bes curiously suited wuch
parta as he has played in “Bherluck
Holmea,” “Seeret Service,” “The Admir.
able Crichton,” ond even 1o o great ex-
teat “The Light That Fuailed.” in which,
liowever, & menolony of eluculive was
somewlhat noticeable. S1ill, it is o man-
perism, and whila it has no  doubt
helped to build his repolation in such
a character as Holmes, yet it wanta
watching. Irving ia the only actor the
writer lian aeen who can huve munner-
isma, but by sheer furce and magnetiam
triumpl over them. DVar less irritaling,
ludirrous, and pronounced manrneri<m4
in leascr atarn moy wean perilous npe
ptoach to fuilure, In “The Lady of
Lyons" Mr. llastinga atiowed he realised
his weaknens, and made an heraic effort
to emancipate Limself from hia uwaual
wiyle. 1le was 80 far muccrasful, that
the periormance was Lheroughly cnjoy-
able, and even artistic on  his part,
though he failed to reach the hright of
parsionate emotion mneceasary fo make
ihis o acting but somewhat stilled
play thoroughly fmpressive.

“I would like to shake banda with
every nuan, and hug every wowtan in
thls vast audience,” said Mr. Cuyler
Hastings, in & rather puspiciously feli-
citous and pointful “imprumptu~ (1)
aprech at the comclusion of the Auck-
land wearan, The sentiruent met with u
perfect thunder of appluuse, which was
redoubled awid uproarivus delight when
an ingeouous young lady in (e dress.
circle observed in iunes of euatasy aud-
ible all over the house— Uh, I wish he

wouldl” The remark wus 80 delicionsly
spoulaoeoud, ®o impetuous in  pro-
nouncement, and do obviuusly genuine,

that the house {airly roared it mp-
preciation,

Certninly ne actor made himsclf more
popular in the northern metropolis than
Mr. Hastings. Ho lhas magnetivm aod
charm, and his very munnerizms, aml
accent add te the favour with which
the bulk of thenire-goers regard an
scetor, whom the most captious critic
must pronounce as  very far above
the avernge of “stas’ artists visiting
the culonies, and & man of whom it is
certain unore will be heard in bis own
country.

Other professional theatre-goers will
doubtless agree with the critic of this
paper that Mr. Hastings hkas very
greutly developed his powers since he
wirived in Australusin, and that be Te-
turns to the Stutew n fur more finished
artist than when he left. llis perioem-
ance in “The Light That Iailed" shawed
a depth of power and u rultlety which
was certainly not observable on his fur-
met tour, aml thowgh the purt had o
doubt sumething to do with it, it is very
doubtful if before the long cxpericnee
of hiz tour Mr. Hnstings couldl have
proved so impressive,

Melodrama of the  wlten sensativnal
and most liberaily spiced description eon-
tinues the attraction st the Auckland
Opera House. The appetite of a lange
section of theatre-goers for this cluss
of entertainment must aurely “grow an
that it feeds on ju the Northern capi-
tal, for ome cowpany fellows anethee
with yelentless pidity, each wilh a
serivs of plays—if one cun call these
extruordinary productions much—nors
scisational than the last. Iveryoae to
his taste, of course, and Mre Anderson
and his vo-managers in melodrma know
what lo give tie publiv, but oie exnaet
but view the developmnent of so abnor-
mal and pronounceed an appetite for melo-
drama without apprehension,  There s
perchance po very actuul harm in nelo-
drama, Lut o constant diet thereof is
muaeh like o prolonged stody of tilera-
ture of the Dendwood Dick aud hialf-
peuny navelette ovder, and muost inevit-
whly be followwed by similar  resuits.
Auckland las now lhad a full  three-
quartars of o year of niclodrama at one
or alley of her thealres, and i vevision
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[s built upon the foundation of

100 YEARS

Of Artistic and Conscientious
Endeavour.

Conatructed throughout from the stond-

point of the MUSICIAN, ikcse Diane-

forten meet the requirements of the most

rehned and  diseriminating Piane  Yur-

chasers, and have ithe cndorsement of
leading mombers of Lhe musical world,
Ask your Piano Warehouse for them.

If unalle to procure write for
Catalogne to

THE WELLINGTON PIAND CO.,

53 Molesworth Street, WELLINGTON,

CrAaLLEN & SON dewire to appoint Apenta
throughout New Zsalaenl. lor full infor-
mation apply o

CHALLEN & SON
46 Oxford Street, LONDON,

cfo Wellmgton Piano Co., L:mﬂed



