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at both. Tt would still appear to pay,
Wt one wonders not without mpprefien:
BioR what will be the ultimate eifect on
public taste. At present little harm hau
becn done, if one may judge by the ap-
previatiun bestowed on “The Admirable
Urichitor,” whivh under the circtmstances
was @stounding. Is it possible the same
peuple can enjoy both? It peemiy incre-
ditde, yat the fart remains thnt {lre
thealre-peing public ik limited, and the
mne pereola mtst g0 to Luth clagses it
financicl success is achieved.

Fhe virtunus oecupants of pit and pnl-
Tery are often serely vexed at the tur-
prlude of the ktage villain, ard often
eause  considerabls  Taurlter by thelr
oeedsfonally unrestrained use of exple-
tives  towards the evildocer,  We ro-
member Phelps being told verr loudiy
by an exeited and eblaly femnale that
e was a “wicked ol man®™ when, 85
Rhylock, he expresssd his deteraination
to have his punml of flesh, A similar
rilutution was< hurled on Monday at an
ar wha was playing the part ot

ey, in v Joha Lawsanw sketeh
“Sally  in Our  Alley,” nt the Kings
Theatre  of Varvieties,  Waltlamstow,

lrey remarks te Bernard €Gaster. the
hero, What if Ttell von that vour aflian-
ved wife is in his studio nt the present
momeni” A huly of the auldience could
ho Innmer soprrees her pentoup feclings,
and recounding throuel the house came
ithe execlimation, “Oh! you scoundrel!™
Charles Wagner made a similar “slate-
ment” —qnite  without  prejudice, of
ronrsg—when e was present ag a mati-
nee  perfarmance of  “The Heart of
Maoryhind” a few years since ot the
Adelphi  The villzin in this case was
fubjecting the hercive (played by Mrs
Leslic Carter) to eonsiderable persern-
tion, and this juveluntary  exclamation
of one of Eoglinds leading mielodramn.
tic actora was regarded as a great com-
piment by bis American Lrother, whe

certainly played Lis part very finely.
The mnest Lrury Lane  deama on
Rlumd Maolt's list and the one with
which he will cunclude his present Mel-
bourne season, (hl'ura cas-L from
“White Heathe ‘ “Prie=
of Peave,” " or any

wilier ol Ll
of late ¥
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characler in the “Fload Tide
ung only the lines alletied to 3t
R8 in sonie of the provions plavs by Ra-
Teigh, and Hemilton and Tial L the low
comedian’s pare hos been alter ed ur pad-
ded {in Auwerealiid, to give Blavd a pro-
minenee which matred the effeet af the
work, thangh b prolabiy pleased the
gallery. 1o “The Great  JQillionaire”
this wis abaurdly  naties r [saya A

Wllrtin® writery, Tha on n of the
Lid-fashioned “contie relivl” from the
modern Dvury Lane melodrainn, and the
inlroeduaction of 2 grande dame enmedy
character, written  for il nnm\l-lb][-
Alra, Jolin Waad, has pul i
rhiow ol o deuble  disadvani
played his nwn part in the wrong key,
wilh interpolated vatintions as o rule,
awl thercliy piar the whole perfnr‘mnnr-_n
rather out of tune. The parts intended
for Alvs. Woud in Loudun hbave been

rprak-
where-

underinken here by Mra. Iglt, who
treats then quictly ard pleau:ntly, but
is not alle to give them their proper
vilne. She hcks the florid dipmity, the
hmnereus mannerisma, and the trick
of puinting pubigent lines im a pubgent
wtxrir. Nrs. Holt fmparts the necessary
kiidlinets {0 thome seric-comic grande
dnme ci:eroacters. bat her suceesa other-
wise is enly megulive, She is better
than many another might be, if ealled
npen to tuke her plave. All ths same,
it is o pity that sueh fine parts should
be only muderately well displayed, whil:
the most versatile end aecomplished “old
womnnr™ aciress in  Australia—meaning
Mra. . B. Lewis—is mortly out of en-
gagement.  Always a trifle overwhelm-
ing, ie, 8 liltle too much of the old-
rehool actress in modern comedy, Mra,
G.R.L. would give sll colour due, aod im-
portanre to & congenial character in
literary meludrama, One would like to
ree her ar Lady Junet in *White Hea-
ther.” for mstanee.

Alr, B3 Knownles has just published,

thruugh Mesers. M. Whitmark & Sons, a

book of reflections and stories under the
title, “Uf Stories—Just a Few.”

When a inotor race is in progress do
nnt eross the track. You may hurt the
feelings of the chauffeur and die before
Yeu have time 10 apologize.

Many en, ruspected of being good
fellows, Liave, when the evidence was .
summed up, proved an alibi,

I think 11 wouid be & gocd idea to have
on orchestra inm each of Mr. Carnegie’s
librariee.  'Then the people might be
driven to read in scli-defence.

Everyviiing is hiere for a purpose. Even
the foz Las its uses, In the glorious cli-
mate of Lonudon it prevents the glare of
the sun's rayn from affecting those poor
unfortunates who bave weak eyes.

There was & time in Tondoo when
gnitn & number of lkantom eaba had
bright yellsw panels. A horse mttached
to one of 'em was slowly arl carefully
makioyy its way along the wood pavemant
enoa frosty merning when it was very
slipn:

1t had reached Trafalgar Bquare, and
wuas poing dJdown towards Parliamem
street whea, a heavy omnibus coming he-
hind, the emnibus lhiorses sat down on
1helr haunches and slid, with the pole of
the vimnibus far in front.

N brake conld stop the slide that om-
nibus pot on beeause of its weight, so
the emd of the vale went right through
the Lack of the veilow eab.

The ¢alby turned in his seat on the
MI\pP'l‘h d hanser, amd had A mouthful
ane rendy to throw at the omni-
er, bul buiore he eould commence
the driver quistly asked, “Will you kind-
ly tuke that mustard pet off my pole’™

The sun shines for ali. But smne geb
all the Lolish, while others are—just

e ofisn heard ke ejocnlation,
u-alem!?” but [ mever realised ita
puifiesnce until I reached the eity
mayseif, phrase should be spelt,
“Oee Jerwsalem,” for  everybody there
seemn to be under the lmpression that
yiun ow 1 Uem setuethuing.

Gn oy first night im Venice I thonght
I wouid take a walk 8o I atepped out
ol the main entrance of the hotel. When
T cane ta they were about to hold an in-
quest oo mes
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Tut 'WK.LINGM FIRE.

The great fire at Kcm[\thome
FProseer and Co'a establishment in the
Empire city Is the third occcasion
en which the fira fiead kas wrought
devastatiom to the firm's  property.
In 1892 the firm underwent great
loes  throuxh & wserious fire in
Christchureh, and seven years later its
Auckland business similarly sullered. A
ehemicul bomb weighing 5¢lb was shot
from the buraing building when the ex-
plosions were in progress through the
roof ef the warchouse or Messra Macky,
Caldwell and Stein in larbour-sirect,
making a big rent whieh was being re-
paired this morning. Bwoke issued all
day frem the burning pile, and fitful
flaimes buvat from the ceiling and rafters
{from belwecn the floovings and in piles
of dcbris, Many of ihe lurge ware-
houses and Dbusiness presmiises in the
vicinity of the fire sustained a conyider-
able amount of damage by the breaking
of windows, which were blown in by
the foree of chemical explusions. Fore-
man Woolcott, of the tire brigade, wha
had charge of the cperations in the
sbsence  of bupermt‘udcnt Huga at
Auchland, had lost his veice this mnorn-
ing, and had three times changed bis
clothing. Not only the firemen, but
the dense crowd which assembled in the
vicinity of the fire had a parrow cseape
from cxperiencing the effects of a tre-
mendous explasion from some 40 large
Tarrels of methylated spirita rtored on
the ground floer in the scuth-eastern
corner of the building.  Altogether 17
leads of water were playing upon the
building at the same time. Had the
fire oecurrrd during the recent drooght,
or had the wind blown with anything
like ita force thia afternoon, there
must have been a terrible devastation to
ehronicle. One  immense column of
enicke which shot np and spread itself
gver the city like a huge elend, first an
ominous blnek then gradually whiten-
ing, aud finzHy dashed with an anpry
ted, eould be =scen, it is asserted, 70
miles away At sea.

The insurances on Lhe building, the
stock, and the #fixtures and fittinga

total £35,600, as shown in the following’

figures in the oflicial list:—

Buildings: Liverpooi, ILondon and
Globe, £1000; National, £1650; New
Zealand, L£1000; NWorth British, £300;
Roval, £2000; Standard, #300; United,
£2350: total, £7000.

Stock; Alliance, £3000; Commercial

Tinion, £13C00: Guardian, £2500; Law,
Uniou and Crowr, £1000; Liverpeool,
lowdon aud Globe, £¥00; Notional,

£330, and a speciel line of £26); New

Zealand, £3500; North Brilish, £3500,
and a spzeial  line of £100; Nerth
Queensland, £2000; XNorwich Unien,
L£30M0; Royal, £1750; United, &£400;
Llayd's, £3300: t{otal, £26,900.
Fixtures and fittings: Law, Union and
Crown, £500; Tiverpool, Londoen and
3inhe,

£1000; Manchester, £500: total,
£2000, "

5T, MARY'S WOMEN™S 1IOME.

The dedication of the Women's Home
rt Otahubu last week was well atiended,

—

amonget those present being the follow-
ing dergy:—Bishop Neligan, Archdescox
Aulder, Uanan Nelaon, Canom MacMur-
aay, Revs. M. E Lveh B M. Cowie, J.
Cowie, M. H. Button, W. E. Budd and H.
Magon. After the Home had been form-
uliy dedicated, Mrs Neligan unveiled =
brass taldet containing the following in-
seription: —"In loving memory of Mu‘y
Anm Martiu, wife of the firat Chief Jus-
tice of Ktw Zealand, who dicd &t Tor-
quay, Januatry 2, 1884; and of Eliza
Jane Uowie, wife of the Primate of New
Zealand, whe died at Auckland, Angust
18, 7002, ‘So le giveth His beloved
rleep.! "This tablet is plnced Lere by one
who was privileged te share their work
for the rescue of their fallen aisters,”

The Bishop in the course of an address
sald that the object of 8t, AMary’s Wo-
rieri’s Home was not the herding to-
pether as onteasts, women who had fal-
kn either from witfuinem or from ignor-
ange or from {rivolity, but rather the
gathering in of thome who meeded to La
brought back into the Father's family.
Thore who were sought out by (od’s
Chureh, through the ministry of faithfol
men and faithful women, would learm
that ihey were atili wanted in the
¥ather's home; that it was the Father's
love that impelted the search after the
lost sheep or the lost ecin; that the
Fether's love and the Father’s heart
was hur{ and grieved at the wilfuluess
when the child would leave the Father’s
home, and that there was alwaye & wel-
come for the returning prodigal. The
hiomes were some attempt towards ma-
tional purity,

‘The buildings eousist of two portions,
the first being of wood, and the Matern.
ity Home proper beig of brick, The
brick Luilding is built with double walls,
ead is plastered throughout, The sani-
tary arrangements to each building are
most comylete. the drainage being de-
Yivered to a large aseptic tank and filter
teds. The water supply is from a good
well, the water being pumped wp by an
aeromotor to tanks holding 4000 gallons.
The whole cost will be about £3000.
The architect is Mr Ashley Hunter, and
the contractor Mr G. Handcock.

Before reluvrning to tewn the visitors
were given aiternoon tea,

Here are some figures for con®dera-
tion by strikers and those who are not
birssed with & compulsory Arbilration
and Conciliation Aect, such a3z we lhave
in New Zealand. Over 28) million work-
jng daws have Ueen lest in the United
Kingdem during the past five years ow-
ing to strikes and lodk-ouls. The figures
for the past three years nre as under:—=

280 daya

The Bgures are véry moderate, however,
eompared with the “black yenrr® 1898
when the loat di; ruwhered 153 mil-
ions, OF 442 4 ea last year, 202
were seitled in favour of the mnsters,
107 in favonr of the men, aad 123 werae
compromised, the remaining fcn being
left indefinite, The boards of enncilia-
tion and arbitration averted 66D dis-
putes last year.
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Factorys STANLEY ST.,” AUCKLAND,

She

The Goocd Housekeeper always
gets good value for her money.

is not content to take
anything: that is offered, but is
cai’eful to know the best, and
insists on getting the best.

Where Biscuits are concerned

‘The BEST and ROBERTS’

are synonymous, :



